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PREFACE 

"From  the  Creation  of  Man  to  Eternity,"  is  a  clear,  practical 
outline  of  the  Bible.  The  Bible  was  given  to  man  for  the  pm-pose 
of  showing  a  great  plan;  and  it  records  the  facts  or  truths, 
intended  for  man  to  know,  beginning  with  Genesis,  and  con- 
tinuing through  to  the  close  of  Revelation. 

This  book  endeavors  to  bring  out  in  a  clear,  simplified,  con- 
nected form,  the  main  facts,  so  as  to  interest,  and  be  within 
reach  of  the  people  who  do  not  have  the  time  or  opportunity  for 
research  and  profound  study. 

In  the  first  three  periods  chronologists  do  not  agree  as  to  the 
dates  of  events;  thus,  it  is  safe  to  assume  the  exact  dates  are  not 
known.  But  this  uncertainty  does  not  alter  the  truth  of  the 
facts  given. 

Beginning  with  the  fourth  period,  or  Israehte  Kingdom,  the 
dates  recorded  are  taken  from  the  ancient  Jewish  History. 

The  main  object  in  putting  this  book  before  the  public  is  for 
the  people  to  read  and  study  the  Bible  in  a  systematic  way,  and 
know  for  themselves  the  truths  it  contains. 

Mary  Viola  Gross. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE  OBJECT  OF  BIBLE  STUDY 

The  first  object  of  every  Christian  and  individual  is  to 
know  how  to  use  his  Bible,  so  as  to  apprehend  its  truths, 
their  relation  to  each  other  and  to  himself. 

By  its  use,  we  are  to  grow  spiritually.  Our  physical 
bodies  were  given  to  us  as  temples  for  the  spirit  to  dwell  in, 
that  they  might  be  developed  and  made  strong  for  the 
Master's  use.  God's  work  is  carried  on  only  through 
His  disciples  who  are  spiritually  able  to  do  His  will. 

God's  revelation  of  His  will  is  given  us  through  the 
words  of  the  Bible. 

THE  USE  OF  BIBLE  STUDY 

Deuteronomy  6  : 6-9.  Israelites  were  commanded  to  teach 
the  law. 

Deuteronomy  31  :  12.  Moses  was  directed  to  gather  to- 
gether all  the  people  that  they  might  hear  and  learn  to  do 
God's  will. 

II  Chron.  17:7-9.  Jehoshaphat,  reformer  king,  sent  Le- 
vites  and  priests  to  go  through  the  land  of  Judah  to  teach 
the  people  from  the  books  of  the  law  of  the  Lord. 
Nehemiah  8.  In  the  days  of  Nehemiah,  Ezra,  the  scribe, 
conducted  a  remarkable  Bible  school  in  Jerusalem.  Thir- 
teen Levites  assisted  him  in  reading  the  scriptures  and  in 
making  the  meaning  plain  to  the  people. 

The  Jewish  synagogue  had  a  religious  school  for  the 
children  from  five  to  ten  years  of  age. 

Our  Lord  Jesus  made  constant  use  of  the  teaching 
method  of  imparting  the  truth.  Much  of  His  time  was 
spent  instructing  His  disciples.  After  He  left  them  they 
were  to  continue  teaching  and  learning  of  Him. 
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LESSON  1.     HOW  TO  STUDY  THE  BIBLE 


We  should  study  the  Bible 
First,  for  its  literary  worth. 


Second,  as  a  guide  in  conduct. 


Third,  as  a  standard  in  principle. 


Fourth,  as  a  revelation  of  future  life. 


Critics  place  it  in  high- 
est rank,  as  the  best 
book  in  the  world. 

A  mariner  needs  a  chart 
as  he  sails  over  strange 
waters.  We  sail  but 
once  on  the  voyage  of 
Ufe.  The  Bible  is  the 
only  chart  given  us. 

Better  get  truth  from 
the  source.  The  Bible 
is  the  best  theological 
text-book. 

The  only  light  that 
comes  from  God  beams 
through  its  pages. 


We  should  study  the  Bible  confidently  and  prayerfully,  not 
doubting  or  timidly. 

We  should  study  the  Bible  thoughtfully, 

Because  it  will  repay  thoughtful    He  who  digs  in  this  mine 
study.  will  find  riches. 
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» 
Because  it  requires  thoughtful  study.   Any    reader    will    find 

benefit,  but  its  deepest 
meaning  is  disclosed  only 
to  the  earnest  and  per- 
severing seeker. 

We  should  study  the  Bible  regularly.    A  little  reading  each  day 

better  than  a  large 
amount  occasionally. 
We  have  daily  needs. 
The  Bible  affords  a 
daily  supply. 

We  should  study  the   Bible   system-    To  study  with  a  definite 
atically.  plan.   A  thorough  study 

will  bring  the  best  re- 
sults. 


Example 

1.  Read  a  book  for  general  view. 

2.  For  an  outline  of  subject. 

3.  Events. 

4.  Time. 

5.  Place. 

6.  Persons. 

7.  Religious  Truths. 

8.  Character. 

9.  How  far  it  reveals  Christ. 
10.  What  it  means  to  you. 


Proverbs  2 

1.  Benefits  of  Wisdom. 

2.  Wisdom  and  Under- 
standing. 

3.  Daily  Life. 

4.  Now. 

5.  Here. 

6.  Myself. 

7.  He  is  a  shield 

8.  To  them  that  walk 
in  integrity. 

9.  The     Lord    giveth 
wisdom. 

10.  It  means  that  I  shall 
seek  for  Wisdom  as 
for  hidden  treasm-es 
and  find  the  knowl- 
edge of  God. 
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BOOKS  OF  THE  BIBLE.  NAMES  AND  SUBJECTS 


The  Bible 


66  Books  1st  in  Hebrew.    A  few 

0.  T.  Languages    passages  Aramaic.    100 

years   before   Christian 

-.-  .    ,,  era  translated  into  Greek. 

36  Authors 

Written  in  Greek  in  the 
N.  T.  Language    second  half  of  first  cen- 
16  Centuries  to  write  it.  tury. 


Books  of  the  Old  Testament 

Logical  order  of  human  life,  a  plan  of  development.  Early 
books  contain  germs  of  all  truth,  later  ones  developed.  The  Old 
Testament  by  Moses  and  Prophets  to  Israel. 

The  books  of  Law  (5)  (Pentateuch  or  Precepts)  by  Moses. 

Name  Meaning  of  Name  Subject 

Genesis  Generation  or  Origin  Creation  and  Populating. 

Exodus  Departure  From  Egyptian  Bondage. 

Leviticus  Tribe  of  Levi  Levites  given  law  to  execute. 

Numbers  Numbering  People      Israelites  divided  into  tribes. 

Deuteronomy  Record  of  Laws  Laws  and  Amendments. 


Historical  Books  (12)  or  Practice 


Name 


Joshua  by  Joshua 
Judges  by  Samuel 
Ruth  by  Samuel 

I  &  II  Samuel 

I  &  II  Kings 

I  &  II  Chronicles 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

Esther 


Subject 

Conquest  of  Canaan  and  Division. 
Leaders  of  People  by  Prophets. 
Character  from  King  David's  ancestors, 

Moabitess. 
To  lead  People,  directed  by  God. 
Leaders,  men  chosen  by  people. 
Records.    Acts  of  days  and  supplement. 
In  captivity.    Reform. 
Return  and  Restoration  of  Religion. 
Saved  her  People. 
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Poetical  Books  (5)  or  Principles 


Name 


Subject 


Job  Test  of  Faith  and  Means  of  Grace. 

Psalms  by  David  Prayer,  Praise  and  Adoration. 

Proverbs  by  Solomon     Parable  to  son  giving  Wisdom. 
Eccles.  by  Solomon        The  Preacher.    All  is  Vanity  under  sun. 
Songs  of  Solomon  Love  Songs,  Prefiguring  Christ's  Love  for 

the  Church. 


Prophetical  Books  (16)  or  Prophecy 


4  Major. 

Name 

His  Characteristic 

Subject 

Isaiah 

Evangelical 

Kingdom  of  God. 

Jeremiah 

Weeping 

Captivity  of  Judah. 

Ezekiel 

Priestly 

The  Captivity  and  Return 

Daniel 

Princely 

The  Great  Empires. 

12  Minor. 

• 

Name 

His  Characteristic 

Subject 

Hosea 

Obscure 

The  Sins  of  Israel. 

Joel 

The  Fu-st 

Plagues  upon  Judah. 

Amos 

The  Peasant 

The  Sins  of  Israel. 

Obadiah 

Unknown 

Destruction  of  Edom. 

Jonah 

Missionary 

Fall  of  Nineveh. 

Micah 

Vehement 

The  Captivity  and  Christ. 

Nahum 

Ruin 

Fall  of  Nineveh. 

Habakkuk 

Poetic  Prophet 

Chaldean  Invasion. 

Zephaniah 

Punishment 

Captivity  of  Judah. 

Haggai 

The  Temple 

Rebuilding  of  the  Temple. 

Zechariah 

Visions 

The  New  Israel 

Malachi 

The  Last 

Reformation  and  Messiah. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  What  is  the  object  of  studying  the  Bible? 

2.  What  were  the  laws  of  God  given  to  man  for? 

3.  How  should  we  study  the  Bible? 

4.  How  many  books  has  the  Bible? 

5.  How  many  authors,  and  how  long  did  it  take  to  write  it? 

6.  What  are  the  names  of  the  books  of  the  Bible,  what  do  they 
mean  and  what  are  the  subjects? 

7.  How  are  they  divided  and  into  what  groups? 


LESSON  2.    GENESIS  1  TO  12* 


Outline  of  First  Period 


Division. 


Administration. 


Subdivision. 


Events. 


Principal 
Persons. 

What  God 
Requires  of 

Man. 


entire  race 

From  The  Creation  of  Man  B.  C.  exact  time 
unknown. 

To  the  Call  of  Abram  B.  C.  exact  time  un- 
known. 

Genesis  1  to  12,  a  period  of  years  not  able  to  be 
determined. 

Direct  Administration. 
The  Godly  Line. 

1.  Creation  of  Man.     Innocent.    First  Dis- 

pensation. 

2.  Test  of  Human  Strength. 

3.  Fall  of  Man.     First  Dispensation  closed. 

4.  Man  under  Conscience.     Second  Dispen- 

sation. 

5.  The  Promise. 

6.  The  Flood.     Second  Dispensation  closed. 

7.  Man  in  Authority  on  the  Earth.    Third 

Dispensation. 

8.  Tower  in  Defiance  of  God. 

9.  Confusion  of  Tongues  and  Dispersion. 
Third  Dispensation  closed. 

Adam 
Seth 
Enoch 
Noah 

Obedience. 


*  Chronologists  do  not  agree  on  the  date  of  Creation,  therefore  the  dates  are 
omitted  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  periods. 
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This  is  the  first  great  period,  called  the  '' Entire  Race," 
and  extends  from  the  Creation  of  Man,  Gen.  1  and  2,  to 
the  Call  of  Abram,  Gen.  12  j  covering  a  period  of  years 
which  is  impossible  to  be  accurately  estimated. 

The  Bible  is  divided  into  seven  great  periods.  In  the 
beginning  the  ''Entire  Race"  comes  under  the  notice  of 
the  scriptures  >  which  shows  the  divine  relation  to  mankind, 
and  develops  the  plan  of  Salvation.  God's  grace  was  re- 
vealed to  a  few  Godly  men  who  preserved  the  knowledge 
of  Him  on  earth.  This  is  the  direct  administration  of 
God's  will  to  man. 

In  Genesis  1,  God  created  Man.  In  Genesis  2,  God 
tells  how  He  created  him. 

In  the  be-  Man  was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  inno- 
was^ti?  cent;  that  is,  ignorant  of  good  and  evil,  but 
Creation  human;  to  have  dominion  over  all  the  earth. 
God  gives  instructions  and  leaves  Adam  and  Eve 
in  the  garden  of  Eden  under  responsibility  to  obey  His 
command  or  die  spiritually.  This  is  the  first  dispensation 
or  system  of  divine  truth. 

The  test  of  human  strength  to  stand  alone  came  at  this 
time,  but  the  strength  of  man  was  found  inadequate,  for  it 
failed,  in  disobedience,  and  caused  the  faU  of  Man.  God 
saw  that  the  heart  and  strength  of  human  nature  to  do  His 
wiU  was  very  weak,  and  it  has  been  His  work  from  the 
beginning  to  develop  a  great  plan  of  Salvation  for  the 
saving  and  uplifting  of  mankind,  and  to  make  a  way  of 
escape  for  him. 

Gen.  3-15.  In  mercy  God  promised  One  who  would  re- 
deem man  from  sin.  (Gal.  4:4,  5.)  ''When  the  fullness  of 
time  came,  God  sent  forth  His  Son,  that  he  might  redeem 
Man."  God  pronounced  judgment  as  the  result  of  their 
sin,  and  closed  the  first  dispensation,  driving  them  out  of 
the  Garden.     "So  He  drove  out  the  man." 
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Gen.  4.  The  second  dispensation,  or  man  under  conscience, 
now  had  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  This  gave  con- 
science a  basis  for  moral  judgment.  The  race  came  under 
responsibility  to  do  good  or  evil.  The  first  son  born  was 
Cain.  He  is  mentioned  because  of  the  evil  he  did  in  killing 
his  brother,  and  God's  punishment  of  it  was  to  drive  him 
out  as  a  fugitive  and  wanderer  in  the  earth. 

Cain  said, "  My  iniquity  is  greater  than  I  can  bear  because 
I  am  driven  out,  a  fugitive,  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that 
whosoever  findeth  me  shall  slay  me. "  The  Lord  appointed 
a  sign  for  Cain  lest  any  man  finding  him  should  smite  him 
and  vengeance  should  be  taken  on  him  sevenfold.  Cain 
went  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  dwelt  in  the  land 
of  Nod,  which  means  ''wandering,"  on  the  east  of  Eden. 
Gen.  5.  Cain  was  the  first  born  and  killed  his  brother  Abel 
and  was  therefore  driven  out.  God  gave  Adam  and  Eve 
another  son  named  Seth.  And  he  took  the  place  in  the 
generations  as  the  first  born,  mentioned  in  Genesis  5. 

Enoch,  a  descendant  of  Adam  through  Seth,  we  find 
walked  with  God  three  hundred  years  and  he  ''was  trans- 
lated that  he  should  not  see  death. " 

Gen.  6.  The  wickedness  of  man  was  great,  only  one 
righteous  man  remaining  named  Noah,  who  was  blameless 
in  his  generations.  The  Lord  said  he  would  destroy  man 
from  off  the  earth;  but  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord  and  was  saved  by  obeying  his  command,  and  building 
an  ark  according  to  his  instructions.  God  closed  the  second 
dispensation  with  judgment. 

The  Flood  Qgu.  7-10.  "I  will  cause  it  to  rain  upon  the 
^^^^.  exact  g^j.^j^  forty  days  and  forty  nights;  and  every 
unknown,  jiying  thing  that  I  have  made  will  I  destroy  from 
off  the  face  of  the  ground. "  After  the  flood  Noah  built  an 
altar  and  gave  thanks.  God  made  a  covenant  and  set  the 
bow  in  the  sky.  This  is  the  third  dispensation;  man  was  in 
authority  on  the  earth,  with  ample  power  to  govern  it. 
This  governing  power  was  given  to  Noah  and  his  descend- 
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ants.  God  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons  and  said,  ''Multiply 
and  replenish  the  earth. '' 

Gen.  10-12.  Then  we  are  given  the  generations  of  Noah 
and  his  sons  and  the  whole  earth  was  of  one  language  and 
one  speech.  Then  they  said,  "Let  us  build  a  tower  in  de- 
fiance of  God. "  They  wanted  to  establish  an  empire  inde- 
pendent of  God.  For  this,  God  closed  the  third  dispensation 
with  the  confusion  of  tongues  and  dispersion ;  or  the  scatter- 
ing of  the  people  in  many  lands.  There  arose  four  nations 
at  this  time,  Egypt,  Phoenicia,  Assyria  and  Chaldea. 

This  is  the  close  of  the  first  period.  The  principal  per- 
sons in  this  period  are  Adam,  Seth,  Enoch  and  Noah. 
What  God  required  of  man  in  this  period,  we  find,  was  obe- 
dience to  His  will. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Is  the  exact  year  known  in  which  the  world  and  man  were 
created,  and  are  the  exact  number  of  years  in  the  first  period 
known? 

2.  How  was  man  created  and  for  what  purpose? 

3.  How  was  human  nature  tested  and  what  judgment? 

4.  What  does  man  now  come  under,  what  is  his  weak  point,  and 
what  does  God  promise? 

5.  How  is  the  second  dispensation  closed? 

6.  What  is  the  third  dispensation? 

7.  What  did  the  people  do  and  with  what  result? 

8.  Who  are  the  principal  persons  of  this  period? 

9.  What  did  God  require  of  man  in  this  period? 
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LESSON  3.    GENESIS  12  TO  25 
Outline  of  Second  Period 


A   SINGLE   FAMILY 


Division. 


From  the  Call  of  Abram  B.  C.  exact  year 

unknown. 
To   Exodus   from   Egypt   B.  C.   exact   year 

unknown. 
The  number  of  years  unknown,  Genesis  12 

to  Exodus  14. 


Administration.    Patriarchal. 


Subdivision. 

Tribes  of  Israel. 

1.  Call  of  Abram. 

2.  Man  under  Promise.     Fourth  Dispensa- 

tion. 

3.  Wanderings  of  Jacob. 

4.  Advancement  of  Joseph. 

Events. 

5.  Descent  into  Egypt. 

6.  Egyptian  Bondage.    Close  of  Fourth  Dis- 

pensation. 

7.  Growth  and  Training  of  Tribes. 

8.  Uniting  of  the  People. 

Principal 

Abraham 

Persons. 

Isaac 

Jacob 

Joseph 

What  God 

Requires 

Obedience  and  Faith. 

of  Man. 
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This  is  the  second  great  period  commencing  with  a  single 
family  and  extends  from  the  Call  of  Abram,  Genesis  12, 
B.  C.  to  the  Exodus  from  Egypt,  Exodus  14,  B.  C,  covering 
an  unkno\^^l  period  of  years. 

The  method  of  grace  by  which  salvation  was  offered  to 
the  entire  race  had  failed  because  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
human  heart,  so  God  limited  His  gracious  promises  to  a 
single  family,  in  order  that  through  it  the  world  might 
eventually  receive  His  grace. 

Man  under  promise.  God  calls  one  man,  Abram,  and 
enters  into  covenant  with  him.  His  promises  were  condi- 
tional upon  obedience  and  faithfulness.  This  is  the  fourth 
dispensation. 

This  is  the  Patriarchal  Administration,  the  head  of  the 
family  is  the  leader.  We  are  now  to  note  the  providences 
that  led  to  the  making  of  God's  people. 
Gen.  12-13.  God  called  Abram,  who  left  his  home  in  Ur 
of  Chaldea  and  went  to  Canaan,  where  (Gen.  15)  God  pro- 
mised him  heirs  and  inheritance.  By  faith  Abram  believed. 
Gen.  17.  Abram's  name  was  changed  to  Abraham,  mean- 
ing "Father  of  Nations."  God  makes  many  covenants.  A 
son  and  heir  is  promised  who  should  be  called  Isaac. 
Gen.  21.  Birth  of  Isaac.  His  father  greatly  rejoices  and 
loves  him. 

Gen.  22.  Now  comes  the  great  test  of  Abraham's  faith 
and  obedience  to  God.  He  stands  the  test  and  offers  Isaac, 
his  only  son  and  heir,  as  a  burnt  offering.  His  hand  is 
stayed  and  Isaac  is  saved.  God  greatly  blesses  Abraham 
and  his  seed  ever  after. 

Gen.  24.  Abraham  sends  his  servants  for  a  wife  for  Isaac 
to  the  land  of  Mesopotamia  to  his  mother's  brother.  God 
directs  them  to  Rebekah,  who  returns  with  them  and 
becomes  Isaac's  wife.  Twin  sons  were  born,  Esau  first. 
Esau  was  a  hunter  and  Isaac  loved  him.  Jacob  was  a 
plain  man  and  Rebekah  loved  him. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  When  did  the  second  great  period  commence?    To  what  event 
does  it  extend? 

2.  What  covenants  does  God  enter  into  with  Abram  and  under 
what  conditions? 

3.  What  kind  of  an  administration  at  this  time? 

4.  What  does  God  promise  Abram  and  what  does  he  call  his  son? 

5.  What  does  "Abraham"  mean,  and  how  was  his  faith  tested? 
How  was  Isaac  saved? 

6.  Who  was  Isaac's  wife  and  what  were  the  names  of  their  sons? 

7.  Who  was  the  elder  son  and  how  was  he  different  from  the 
other? 


LESSON  4.    GENESIS  25  TO  36 

The  Wanderings  of  Jacob 

Through  Isaac  the  promises  of  God  were  passed  down 
to  Jacob  who  in  spite  of  his  many  faults  valued  God's 
covenant  blessing.  Jacob  in  his  wanderings  suffered  for 
his  sins,  and  through  his  chastenings  became  a  good  man. 
The  divine  blessing  that  he  tried  to  secure  from  Esau  by 
fraud,  in  the  end  became  his  undisputed  possession  on  the 
ground  of  his  real  worth. 

Gen.  26.  Isaac  dwelt  in  Gerar  and  greatly  prospered. 
Gen.  27.  When  Isaac  grew  old  and  his  eyes  were  dim  he 
called  Esau  to  get  savory  meat  and  receive  his  blessing. 
Rebekah  heard  it,  and  while  Esau  was  out  getting  venison 
she  told  Jacob  to  kill  two  kids  and  put  the  skins  on  his 
hands  to  deceive  his  father  and  receive  the  blessing,  which 
by  right  belonged  to  Esau.  Rebekah  prepares  Jacob  and 
he  goes  to  his  father  who  blesses  him.  Esau  is  very  bitter 
against  Jacob  who  has  to  flee  from  his  wrath,  and  goes 
North. 

Gen.  28.  Isaac  sends  Jacob  to  his  mother's  brother  Laban 
in  Haran  to  get  a  wife  from  his  daughters.  Esau  went  south 
and  dwelt  in  Edom.  Thus  by  partiality  and  deceit,  Rebe- 
kah caused  bitter  feelings  between  the  brothers  and  both 
left  home  the  same  day.  As  Jacob  journeys  north  he  uses 
a  stone  for  a  pillow  and  dreams  of  a  ladder  reaching  to 
heaven.  The  Lord  stood  above  it  and  talked  to  him,  and 
said  He  would  give  him  the  land,  and  to  his  seed  after 
him.     This  dream  is  known  as  '^Jacob's  Ladder."     In  the 
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morning  Jacob  anoints  the  stone  and  calls  the  place  Bethel. 
Gen.  29-30.  Jacob  meets  Rachel  and  works  seven  years 
for  her,  but  is  deceived  and  given  Leah.  He  works  an- 
other seven  years  and  is  given  Rachel,  who  is  his  true  wife. 
Joseph  is  born  and  then  Jacob  wants  to  return  to  his  own 
home  and  country. 

Gen.  31.  Jacob  prepares  to  go.  Laban  sees  that  he  is 
prosperous  and  tries  to  keep  him,  but  the  Lord  said  to 
Jacob,  ''Return  to  the  land  of  thy  fathers,  and  I  will  be 
with  thee."  So  Jacob  flees  with  all  he  has  and  Laban 
pursues  him  and  makes  trouble,  but  when  he  sees  that 
Jacob  does  not  fear  him  they  make  a  covenant.  Jacob 
takes  a  stone  and  sets  it  up  for  a  pillar  and  names  it  ''Miz- 
pah."  ''The  Lord  watch  between  me  and  thee,  when  we 
are  absent  one  from  the  other." 

Gen.  32.  As  Jacob  goes  on  his  way  he  thinks  of  home 
and  how  bitter  his  brother  feels  toward  him,  so  he  sends 
messengers  before  him  to  Esau  in  the  land  of  Seir  to  make 
peace,  but  Esau  starts  with  four  hundred  men.  Jacob  is 
greatly  afraid  and  divides  the  people  in  companies.  He 
calls  on  the  Lord  to  help  him,  and  takes  the  best  of  the 
flocks  and  sends  them  as  a  present  to  Esau. 

Jacob  sent  all  across  the  ford  of  Jabbok  and  he  was 
left  alone.  There  he  wrestled  with  a  man  all  night.  The 
time  had  come  for  Jacob  to  realize  what  he  had  done  in 
trying  to  get  God's  blessing  by  fraud  and  deceit.  He  had 
a  hard  struggle  to  win  the  true  blessing  and  God  touched 
the  hollow  of  his  thigh  and  it  was  strained.  God  said, 
"Thy  name  shall  no  more  be  called  Jacob,  but  'Israel,'  for 
thou  hast  striven  with  God  and  with  men  and  hast  pre- 
vailed." And  Jacob  (Israel)  called  the  place  Peniel,  for  he 
said,  "I  have  seen  God  face  to  face  and  my  life  is  pre- 
served." 

Gen.  33.    When  Esau  saw  that  Jacob  (Israel)  was  lame 
he  was  filled  with  compassion  and  ran  to  meet  him  and 
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wept.  They  parted  in  peace,  Esau  going  south.  Jacob 
(Israel)  journeyed  to  Succoth. 

Gen.  35.  God  told  Jacob  (Israel)  to  go  to  Bethel  and 
build  an  altar  and  God  talked  to  him  as  He  did  when  He 
first  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream  as  he  fled  from  the  face 
of  his  brother.  Here  another  son  was  born  and  his  father 
called  him  Benjamin.  Rachel  died  and  was  buried  near 
Betlilehem.  Jacob  (Israel)  had  twelve  sons,  Reuben, 
Simeon,  Levi,  Judah,  Issachar,  Zebulun,  Dan,  Naphtali, 
Gad,  Asher,  Joseph  and  Benjamin.  They  journeyed  to 
Hebron,  where  Isaac  died  and  Esau  and  Jacob  (Israel) 
buried  him. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  Isaac  grew  old  who  did  he  call  to  receive  God's  blessing? 

2.  How  was  he  deceived  and  with  what  result? 

3.  Where  does  Isaac  send  Jacob? 

4.  What  happened  on  the  way  and  how  is  he  received? 

5.  After  working  fourteen  years  and  getting  his  two  wives  what 
does  Jacob  do? 

6.  What  happens  on  his  way  home? 

7.  Why  is  his  name  changed  and  what  is  the  place  called? 

8.  How  does  Esau  start  to  meet  his  brother  and  how  do  they  part? 

9.  Who  are  the  sons  of  Jacob  (Israel)  and  why  were  Joseph  and 
Benjamin  favored? 
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The  Advancement  of  Joseph 

Joseph  was  one  of  the  youngest  sons  of  Jacob  (Israel) 
and  therefore  without  prospects  seemingly,  as  leadership 
in  a  family  was  inherited  by  the  eldest  son.  Joseph  was  the 
first-born  son  of  Rachel,  Jacob's  true  wife,  and  God  was 
with  him  and  prospered  him. 

Gen.  37.  Now  Jacob  (Israel)  loved  Joseph  more  than  all 
his  children  and  made  him  a  coat  of  many  colors.  For 
this,  his  brothers  hated  him.  He  has  a  dream  and  tells  it 
to  his  brothers,  and  they  are  envious  of  him,  and  hate 
him  all  the  more,  but  his  father  keeps  the  saying  in  his 
heart.  His  brothers  were  feeding  the  flocks  in  Shechem 
and  his  father  sent  Joseph  to  see  how  they  were  getting 
along.  They  saw  him  coming  afar  off  and  conspired 
against  him  to  slay  him.  Reuben  heard  it  and  said,  ''Shed 
no  blood,  but  cast  him  into  the  pit,  but  lay  no  hand  on 
him."     He  thought  to  restore  him  to  his  father. 

While  they  were  eating,  a  traveling  company  of  Ish- 
meelites  and  Midianites  with  their  camels  of  merchandise 
passed  by  on  their  way  to  Egypt.  Judah  said,  ''Let  us 
sell  Joseph  to  the  Ishmeelites";  which  they  did,  for 
twenty  pieces  of  silver,  and  they  brought  Joseph  into 
Egypt.  His  brothers  took  his  coat  and  dipped  it  in  blood 
and  brought  it  to  their  father  who  said,  "An  evil  beast  hath 
devoured  him,"  and  he  greatly  mourned  for  him.  The 
Midianites  sold  Joseph  into  Egypt  unto  Potiphar,  an 
officer  of  Pharaoh,  the  captain  of  the  guards. 
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Gen.  39.  The  Lord  was  with  Joseph  and  made  him  pros- 
perous in  everything  he  did.  The  captain  saw  this  and 
made  him  overseer  over  his  house  and  put  everything  into 
his  hands.  The  Lord  blessed  the  Egyptian's  house  for 
Joseph's  sake.  Joseph  was  falsely  accused  and  put  into 
prison  where  the  king's  prisoners  were  bound.  The  Lord 
was  with  Joseph  and  he  found  favor  with  the  keeper  who 
committed  to  Joseph's  hand  all  the  prisoners. 
Gen.  40.  Now  King  Pharaoh  was  wroth  with  his  chief 
butler  and  baker  and  put  them  in  prison.  Joseph  had 
charge  over  them.  They  dream  a  dream  and  are  sad  be- 
cause they  have  none  to  interpret  it.  Joseph  said:  ^'Do 
not  interpretations  belong  to  God?"  The  Lord  was  with 
Joseph  and  he  interpreted  their  dreams,  and  they  came  to 
pass  as  he  said.  The  baker  was  hanged  and  the  butler 
was  restored  to  his  place.  Joseph  asked  the  butler  to 
speak  to  Pharaoh  concerning  him;  but  the  butler  forgot 
the  request. 

Gen.  41.  After  two  years  King  Pharaoh  dreamed  and 
was  troubled.  None  could  interpret  it.  Then  the  butler 
thought  of  Joseph  and  told  Pharaoh,  who  sent  for  him. 
Joseph  said,  It  is  not  in  me.  God  shall  give  thee  an 
answer  of  peace  and  what  God  hath  shown  thee  in  a  dream, 
he  shall  shortly  bring  to  pass. 

Pharaoh  saw  that  God  was  with  Joseph  and  made  him 
ruler  over  all  Egypt.  Joseph  stored  great  store  houses  of 
corn  in  time  of  plenty.  Then  came  the  famine  in  aU  the 
land,  and  all  countries  came  to  Egypt  to  buy  corn  of 
Joseph. 

The  adversities  that  Joseph  had  passe'd  through  were 
but  steps  to  a  position  next  to  that  of  Pharaoh.  Through 
his  rare  wisdom,  his  purity  of  character,  he  became  God's 
agent  in  bringing  his  father  and  brothers  into  their  training 
school,  the  land  of  Egypt. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  Wliat  were  Joseph's  prospects  and  why  did  his  brothers  hate 
him? 

2.  What  were  Joseph's  dreams  and  what  did  his  brothers  do  to 
him  when  he  told  them? 

3.  How  did  they  get  rid  of  him  and  what  did  they  tell  Jacob? 

4.  What  position  did  Joseph  hold  in  Eg;ypt  and  how  did  he 
prosper? 

5.  Why  was  he  cast  into  prison  and  what  did  he  do  while  there? 

6.  Why  was  he  released? 

7.  What  position  was  he  given? 

8.  What  did  it  lead  to? 


LESSON  6.    GENESIS  42  TO  EXODUS  1 

Descent  into  Egypt 

It  was  necessary  that  the  people  be  separated  from  the 
corrupting  influence  of  the  Canaanites  before  they  could 
be  prepared,  under  favorable  circumstances,  for  their 
mission.  Egypt  afforded  the  best  civilization  of  that  day. 
By  His  providence,  God  had  brought  Joseph  to  this  land 
and  had  made  him  so  famous  that  Pharaoh  was  glad  to 
welcome  Jacob  (Israel)  and  his  children. 
Gen.  42.  Jacob  (Israel)  sends  his  ten  sons  to  Egypt  to 
buy  corn,  but  keeps  Benjamin  at  home  lest  something 
befall  him.  Now  Joseph  is  governor  of  the  land  of  Egypt 
and  his  brothers  come  and  bow  down  to  him  with  their 
faces  to  the  earth.  (Gen.  37  :7,  Joseph's  Dream.)  Joseph 
knew  his  brothers,  but  they  did  not  know  him,  and  he 
called  them  spies.  They  then  tell  of  their  family,  that 
one  brother  is  at  home  with  their  father  and  one  is  not, 
and  to  prove  their  story  Benjamin  is  to  be  brought  to 
Egypt.  Simeon  is  bound  and  kept  as  security  until  they 
bring  their  brother.  The  rest  return  home.  They  are 
afraid  and  tell  their  father  the  whole  story,  which  causes 
him  much  distress  and  sorrow. 

Gen.  43.  When  all  their  corn  is  gone  their  father  tells 
them  to  go  again  and  buy  corn,  but  they  tell  him  they 
cannot  get  any  more  unless  they  take  Benjamin.  Jacob 
(Israel)  has  another  hard  struggle  to  give  up  his  youngest 
son,  but  to  save  their  lives  he  lets  him  go.  They  go  to 
Egypt  and  Joseph  entertains  them  at  his  house.     When  he 
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sees  Benjamin  he  yearns  to  make  himself  known,  but 
refrains  and  asks  after  their  father. 

Gen.  44.  Joseph  commands  the  steward  to  fill  the  men's 
sacks  with  corn  and  put  his  silver  cup  in  the  sack  of  the 
youngest  and  send  them  away.  When  they  had  gone  out 
of  the  city  Joseph  sent  the  steward  after  them,  saying,  In 
whose  sack  the  silver  cup  is  found,  he  shall  be  my  bonds- 
man. It  was  found  in  Benjamin's  sack.  They  all  return 
to  Joseph's  house  and  Judah  entreats  for  Benjamin;  and 
they  teU  the  story  of  their  father,  that  he  is  old  and  if  his 
youngest  son  is  kept  he  will  die.  They  offer  to  be  bonds- 
men instead  of  the  lad.  Joseph's  policy  to  keep  Benjamin 
was  to  test  his  brothers,  and  see  if  they  still  had  hatred 
and  jealousy  in  their  hearts. 

Gen.  45.  Joseph  sent  all  the  men  out  except  his  brothers 
and  he  wept  aloud  and  said  to  them,  "I  am  Joseph,  your 
brother  whom  you  sold  into  Egypt.  Be  not  grieved  for 
God  sent  me  before  you  to  preserve  you  a  remnant  in  the 
earth  and  to  save  you  alive  by  a  great  deliverance.  So  it 
was  not  you  that  sent  me  hither,  but  God.  Now  make 
haste  and  bring  my  father  down."  Pharaoh  gave  them 
presents,  and  they  departed  and  came  to  Canaan  unto 
Jacob  (Israel)  their  father  and  told  him  that  Joseph  was 
alive.  His  spirit  revived  and  he  said,  ''I  will  go  and  see 
him  before  I  die." 

Gen.  46.  Jacob  (Israel)  offers  a  sacrifice  unto  the  God  of 
his  father  Isaac  and  God  speaks  to  him  in  a  vision,  saying, 
"Fear  not  to  go  down  into  Egypt  for  I  wiU  make  thee 
a  great  nation  and  will  also  bring  thee  up  again."  So 
Jacob  (Israel)  and  his  sons  and  families,  about  seventy 
souls,  descend  into  Egypt,  and  come  into  the  land  of 
Goshen. 

Gen.  47-48.  Joseph  meets  his  father  and  presents  him  to 
Pharaoh  and  he  blesses  Pharaoh.  Jacob  (Israel)  blesses 
Joseph's  sons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  saying,  ''God  will 
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be  with  you  and  I  have  given  to  thee  one  portion  above  thy 
brethren." 

Gen.  49.  Jacob  (Israel)  calls  all  his  sons  together  and  tells 
them  what  will  befall  them  in  the  days  to  come.  He  asks 
to  be  buried  in  the  land  of  Ephraim  with  the  rest  of  his 
people. 

Gen.  50.  Joseph's  brothers  asked  forgiveness  for  their  trans- 
gressions and  Joseph  said,  '^Ye  meant  evil  against  me,  but 
God  meant  it  for  good,  but  fear  not.  I  will  nourish  you  and 
your  little  ones."  Joseph  hved  one  hundred  and  ten  years 
and  said,  ''I  die,  but  God  will  visit  you  and  bring  you  up 
out  of  this  land  unto  the  land  of  which  he  sware  unto 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob." 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Why  did  Jacob  send  his  sons  to  Egypt  and  why  and  how  was 
Benjamin  brought  to  Egypt? 

2.  How  and  why  was  Benjamin  kept? 

3.  How  does  Joseph  reveal  himself  to  his  brothers  and  what  do 
they  do? 

4.  How  many  were  there  in  Jacob's  (Israel's)  families  and  when 
did  they  go  to  Egypt? 

5.  Where  did  the  children  of  Israel  dwell  in  Egypt  and  what  did 
Pharaoh  do? 

6.  What  was  Jacob's  (Israel's)  last  message  to  his  sons? 

7.  What  do  Joseph's  brothers  ask  him  and  what  is  his  answer? 
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Growth  and  Training  of  the  Tribes 

The  children  of  Abraham  were  too  few  in  number  to 
take  possession  of  the  Land  of  Canaan  or  Promise.  They 
must  have  time  and  opportunity  for  growth.  DweUing  in 
Egypt  for  several  hundred  years,  a  little  company  of  seventy 
people  grew  to  be  twelve  tribes,  numbering  two  million. 
During  these  years  the  simple-minded  shepherds  were 
instructed  in  the  schools  of  Egypt  and  were  trained  in  the 
schools  of  useful  industry  and  methods  of  self-government. 
This  schooling  was  an  important  preparation  for  their  life 
in  the  wilderness  and  in  Canaan. 

Ex.  1.  There  arose  a  new  king  over  Egypt  who  knew 
not  Joseph.  The  Egyptians  made  the  children  of  Israel  to 
serve  with  rigor  and  made  their  lives  bitter  and  hard  in  all 
manner  of  service.  King  Pharaoh  II  was  afraid  the  Is- 
raelite people  would  become  greater  than  the  Egyptians, 
so  he  commanded,  saying,  Every  son  that  is  born  to  the 
Hebrew  or  Israelite  shall  be  cast  into  the  river.  This 
bondage  in  Egypt  is  the  closing  of  the  fourth  dispensation. 
(Gen.  15 :  13-14.) 

Ex.  2.  Out  of  the  tribe  of  Levi  a  son  was  born.  The 
mother  hid  him  three  months  and  then  made  a  basket  of 
rushes  and  laid  the  child  in  it  and  put  it  by  the  river  bank, 
and  she  stood  close  by.  Now  Pharaoh's  daughter  came  to 
bathe  and  found  the  child;  she  had  compassion  on  him, 
and  knew  it  was  a  Hebrew,  so  she  told  her  maid  (who  was 
Moses'  sister)  to  bring  a  Hebrew  woman  to  nurse  it  and 
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the  maid  called  the  child's  mother.  Pharaoh's  daughter 
told  her  to  care  for  him  and  she  would  pay  her  wages.  The 
child  grew  and  she  brought  him  unto  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
and  he  became  her  adopted  son.  She  called  him  ''Moses," 
because  ''she  drew  him  out  of  the  water." 

When  Moses  was  grown  up  he  went  out  unto  his  brethren 
and  looked  on  their  burdens,  and  he  saw  an  Egyptian 
beating  a  Hebrew,  one  of  his  brothers;  and  when  he  saw 
that  no  man  was  looking,  he  killed  the  Egyptian.  Moses 
was  afraid,  and  when  Pharaoh  heard  it  he  sought  to  slay 
Moses,  who  fled  to  Midian.  In  these  days  Pharaoh  II 
died  and  a  new  king,  Pharaoh  III,  reigned.  The  children  of 
Israel  cried  out  by  reason  of  their  bondage;  God  heard  their 
cry  and  remembered  His  covenant  with  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob. 

Ex.  3.  Now  Moses  was  keeping  the  flock  of  Jethro,  his 
father-in-law,  the  priest  of  Midian,  and  he  came  to  the 
Mount  of  God,  unto  Horeb,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  Moses  in  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst 
of  a  bush.  God  called  unto  Moses  and  told  him  to  draw 
nigh  and  take  his  shoes  off,  as  he  stood  on  holy  ground, 
and  said,  "I  am  the  God  of  thy  fathers  and  have  seen  the 
afflictions  of  my  people  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  have 
heard  their  cry.  I  am  come  down  to  deliver  them  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt.  I  wiU  send  thee  unto  Pharaoh  that 
thou  mayest  bring  forth  my  people  out  of  Egypt.  Go 
gather  together  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  say  unto  them, 
the  Lord  the  God  of  your  fathers  will  bring  you  up  out 
of  the  afflictions  of  Egypt. 

''Pharaoh  wiU  not  let  you  go,  but  I  will  put  forth  my 
hand  and  smite  Egypt  with  all  my  wonders,  after  that  he 
wiU  let  you  go." 

Ex.  4.  Moses  answers,  saying,  "They  will  not  believe 
me,  and  they  will  say,  the  Lord  hath  not  appeared  unto 
thee."     Then  the  Lord  gives  Moses  signs  to  show  the  people. 
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Moses  complains  that  he  is  not  eloquent  and  asks  for  some 
one  who  can  talk  for  him. 

So,  the  Lord  said,  ''Aaron  thy  brother  can  speak  well, 
and  he  shall  be  thy  spokesman  unto  the  people."  Moses  and 
Aaron  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  to  the  elders  and  they 
believed  and  bowed  their  heads  and  worshiped. 
Ex.  5.  Moses  and  Aaron  came  to  Pharaoh  and  asked 
him  to  let  the  Israelite  people  go,  but  he  would  not,  and 
commanded  the  work  to  be  harder  and  harder.  The  Israel- 
ites complained. 

Ex.  6.  God  said  unto  Moses,  "Say  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  '  I  am  Jehovah,  and  I  will  bring  you  out  from  under 
the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians  and  will  rid  you  out  of  their 
bondage,  and  I  will  redeem  you  with  a  stretched  out  arm 
and  with  great  judgment.' " 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  did  the  people  of  Israel  prosper  and  what  training  did 
they  receive? 

2.  When  a  new  king  arose  over  Egypt  what  happened? 

3.  What  was  king  Pharaoh  afraid  would  happen  and  what  did  he 
command? 

4.  What  child  was  saved  and  how,  and  out  of  what  tribe? 

5.  When  he  was  grown  what  did  he  do  and  where  did  he  go? 

6.  When  the  third  king  arose  what  did  the  children  of  Israel  do 
and  who  was  sent  to  save  them? 

7.  What  did  God  show  Moses  to  make  the  people  believe  and 
who  was  spokesman? 

8.  What  message  did  God  send  by  Moses  to  the  children  of 
Israel? 


LESSON  8.    EXODUS  7  TO   14 

The  Uniting  of  the  People 

The  long  continued  sorrows  of  the  Israelite  people  by 
the  increased  oppressions  of  the  Egyptians  only  welded 
them  together  and  awakened  longings  for  the  promised 
land.  Thus,  they  became  a  united  people  and  were  ready 
to  leave  Egypt  to  carry  out  God's  purposes. 
Ex.  7.  The  Lord  sends  Moses  and  Aaron  unto  Pharaoh 
and  asks  him  to  let  the  people  go  and  serve  God  in  the 
wilderness,  but  he  refuses  and  the  great  plagues  are  sent 
upon  Egypt. 

Ex.  8.  Then  Pharaoh  said,  I  will  let  you  go  if  the  plagues 
are  removed;  but  when  that  was  done  he  would  not  let 
them  go. 

Ex.  9-10.  Then  the  Lord  sends  more  plagues,  each  time 
worse  than  before;  finally,  the  plague  of  darkness  over  all 
the  land.  Then  Pharaoh  said  unto  Moses,  "Get  thee  from 
me,  and  take  heed  to  thyself,  see  my  face  no  more."  Moses 
said,  "You  have  spoken  well,  I  will  see  thy  face  again  no 
more." 

Ex.  11.  The  Lord  said,  I  will  send  one  more  plague  upon 
Egypt.  After  that  Pharaoh  will  let  you  go.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  about  midnight  will  I  go  out  into  the  midst  of 
Egypt.  All  the  first-born  of  Egypt  shall  die,  that  they 
may  know  that  there  is  a  God. 

Ex.  12.  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses  and  Aaron,  Speak 
unto  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  saying,  in  the  tenth  day 
of  this  month  they  shall  take  every  man  a  lamb,  and  do 
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according  to  instructions,  and  kill  it  at  evening.  They  shall 
take  the  blood  and  put  it  on  the  two  side  posts  and  on  the 
lintel,  upon  the  houses  wherein  they  shall  eat  it  as  in- 
structed. 

It  is  the  ''Lord's  Passover,"  for  the  Lord  will  go  through 
the  land  of  Egypt  in  that  night  and  will  smite  all  the  first- 
born of  the  land  of  Egypt,  both  man  and  beast,  and  against 
all  the  gods  of  Egypt  I  will  execute  judgment.  I  am  the 
Lord  and  the  blood  shall  be  to  you  for  a  token  upon  the 
houses  where  you  are,  and  when  I  see  the  blood  I  will  pass 
over  you,  and  there  shall  no  plague  be  upon  you  to  destroy 
you  when  I  smite  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  this  day  shall 
be  unto  you  for  a  memorial,  and  ye  shall  keep  it  a  feast 
to  the  Lord  throughout  your  generations.  And  the  people 
bowed  their  heads  and  worshiped,  and  the  children  of 
Israel  went  and  did  as  the  Lord  commanded. 

Now  Pharaoh  rose  up  in  the  night.  There  was  a  great 
cry  in  Egypt,  for  there  was  not  a  house  where  there  was 
not  one  death,  and  he  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron  by  night, 
and  said.  Rise  up  and  get  ye  forth  from  among  my  peo- 
ple, go  serve  the  Lord  as  ye  have  said.  They  urged  the 
people  to  make  haste  and  get  out  of  the  land.  They  gave 
them  jewels  of  silver  and  jewels  of  gold  and  raiment  and  let 
them  have  what  they  asked. 

Ex.  13.  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Sanctify  unto  me 
all  the  first-born  among  the  children  of  Israel,  both  man 
and  beast,  it  is  mine.  Remember  this  day  in  which  ye 
came  out  from  Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage,  for  by 
strength  of  hand  the  Lord  brought  ye  out  from  this  place; 
there  shall  no  leavened  bread  be  eaten. 

God  led  the  people  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness  of  the 
Red  Sea,  and  Moses  took  the  bones  of  Joseph  with  him, 
for  he  had  sworn  to  the  children  of  Israel,  ''God  will  surely 
visit  you  and  ye  shall  carry  up  my  bones  away  hence  with 
you."    And  the  Lord  went  before  them  by  day  in  a  pillar 
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of  cloud  to  lead  them  the  way,  and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of 
fire  to  give  them  light. 

The  leading  persons  of  this  period  are,  Abraham,  Isaac, 
Jacob  and  Joseph. 

God  requires  of  man  in  this  period  Obedience  and  Faith. 

Book  of  The  book  is  so  called  from  Job,  whose  history 

ten  about  and  sayings  it  records.  Job  was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  exemplary  piety,  a  non-Israelite,  a  dweller 
in  the  land  of  Uz. 

He  is  represented  as  living  in  the  days  of  the  early 
patriarchs.  The  book  may  be  described  as  an  attempt  to 
solve  the  problem  why  the  righteous  suffer.  To  the  ordi- 
nary Hebrew,  suffering  and  misfortune  seemed  to  be  the 
punishment  for  special  sin;  but  since  the  ungodly  are  not 
always  punished  for  their  offenses,  while  the  righteous  are 
frequently  visited  with  grievous  trials,  the  book  of  Job 
seems  written  to  point  out  that  such  suffering  is  often 
permitted  as  a  test  of  faith  and  a  means  of  grace. 

Job  was  tempted  and  sorely  tried,  but  his  faith  never 
wavered  and  God  restored  him  to  greater  prosperity  than 
he  had  ever  enjoyed  before.     (Read  Book  of  Job.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  did  the  long-continued  oppression  of  the  Egyptians  do 
to  the  children  of  Israel? 

2.  When  Moses  asked  Pharaoh  to  let  the  people  go  what  did  he 
do  and  with  what  result? 

3.  What  was  the  last  plague  sent  on  the  Egyptians  and  what  were 
the  Israelites  to  do  to  protect  themselves? 

4.  What  was  it  called  and  how  were  they  to  keep  it? 

5.  Why  and  how  did  Pharaoh  let  the  people  go? 

6.  When  and  how  did  they  start,  and  how  were  they  shown  the 
way? 

7.  Who  were  the  principal  persons  of  this  period? 

8.  What  does  God  require  of  man  in  this  period? 

9.  When  and  why  was  the  book  of  Job  written? 
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This  is  the  third  great  period,  called  ''The  Israelite 
People,"  and  extends  from  the  Exodus  from  Egypt,  Exodus 
14,  B.  C,  exact  date  unknown,  to  the  Coronation  of  Saul, 
I  Samuel  8,  B.  C,  about  1095,  covering  a  period  of  several 
hundred  years. 

In  this  period  the  twelve  tribes  were  merged  into  one 
government,  and  the  Israelite  people  became  a  nation, 
which  is  the  theme  of  Bible  History  to  the  close  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

It  is  ruled  under  a  theocratic  administration,  by  men 
called  of  God  to  represent  Him  before  the  people.  God 
called  Moses  to  be  their  leader  at  this  time. 

Exodus         -^^-  ^^-     '^^^  children  of  Israel  camped  by  the 
from  Egypt  j^ed  Sea,   and  when  Pharaoh  heard  that  they 

B.  C.   exact 

date'un-      had  Started,  he  said.  What  is  this  that  we  have 
known.        (^onc,  that  we  have  let  Israel  go  from  serving  us? 

So  he  called  his  captains  and  made  ready  his  chariot, 
took  his  horses  and  army  and  pursued  the  Israelites,  who, 
when  they  saw  the  army,  were  afraid,  and  cried  out  unto 
the  Lord,  and  Moses  said  unto  them.  Fear  not,  and  stand 
stiU,  and  see  the  Salvation  of  the  Lord. 

The  Lord  shaU  fight  for  you  and  ye  shaU  hold  your 
peace. 

And  the  angel  of  God  which  went  before  the  camp  of 
Israel,  in  a  cloud,  removed  and  went  behind  them,  and  it 
came  between  the  camp  of  Egypt  and  the  camp  of  Israel. 
The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Speak  unto  the  children  of 
Israel  that  they  go  forward,  and  stretch  out  thine  hand 
over  the  sea;  and  the  Lord  caused  the  sea  to  go  back  by  a 
strong  east  wind  all  the  night,  and  made  the  sea  dry  land 
and  the  waters  were  divided. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  went  through  the  midst  of  the 
sea  upon  dry  ground.  The  Egyptians  pursued  and  went  in 
after   them;    in   the   morning   the   Lord   discomfited   the 
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Egyptians,  who  said,  Let  us  flee  from  Israel,  for  the  Lord 
fighteth  for  them. 

The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Stretch  out  thine  hand  over 
the  sea,  and  the  sea  returned  and  covered  the  chariots  and 
horsemen  and  all  the  host  of  -Pharaoh;  there  remained  not 
so  much  as  one  of  them.  Thus,  the  Lord  saved  Israel  that 
day  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians  and  Israel  saw  the 
great  work  which  the  Lord  did  upon  the  Egyptians  and 
they  feared  to  disobey  Him,  but  believed  in  Him  and  in 
His  servant  Moses. 

Ex.  15.  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  sang  a  song 
unto  the  Lord  giving  praise  and  rejoicing  in  what  the  Lord 
had  done  for  them,  and  in  His  promises  to  them. 

Miriam,  the  prophetess,  and  sister  of  Aaron,  answered 
them  in  a  song.  Moses  led  Israel  onward  from  the  Red 
Sea  out  into  the  wilderness  of  Shur  three  days'  journey,  but 
found  no  water;  then  they  came  to  Marah  and  found 
water,  but  it  was  bitter;  the  people  murmured  against 
Moses,  saying.  What  shall  we  drink? 

The  Lord  showed  Moses  a  tree  and  he  cast  it  into  the 
waters  and  the  waters  were  made  sweet.  There  the  Lord 
made  a  law  and  said,  If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  thy  God,  and  wiU  do  that  which  is  right 
in  His  ej^es,  and  will  give  ear  to  His  commandments, 
and  wiU  keep  all  His  laws.  He  will  put  none  of  the  dis- 
eases or  plagues  upon  thee,  which  were  put  upon  the 
Egyptians.  They  came  to  Elim,  where  there  were  twelve 
springs  of  water  and  palm  trees. 

Ex.  16.  They  journeyed  from  Elim  to  the  Wilderness  of 
Sin.  The  people  complained  again  because  of  hunger. 
The  Glory  of  God  appeared  in  a  cloud  and  said  unto  Moses 
and  Aaron,  Speak  to  the  children  of  Israel  saying.  Behold 
the  Lord  will  rain  bread  from  Heaven  for  you  in  the  morning. 
He  gave  them  further  instructions  how  to  gather  it. 

"And  at  even  ye  shall  eat  flesh,  and  in  the  morning  ye 
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shall  be  filled  with  bread;  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord  your  God."  And  it  came  to  pass  just  as  the  Lord 
had  said.  The  dew  which  they  did  eat  they  called  the 
name  thereof  Manna,  it  was  white  and  the  taste  was  like 
wafers  made  with  honey.  God  commands  one  omer,  or 
six  pints,  to  be  kept  as  a  memorial  for  the  generations.  The 
children  of  Israel  did  eat  Manna  forty  years  or  until  they 
came  into  the  land  inhabited  unto  the  borders  of  Canaan. 
Ex.  17.  Israel  journeyed  to  Rephidim  and  there  was  no 
water,  the  people  greatly  complained  because  of  thirst. 
Moses  was  troubled  with  the  strife  of  the  people.  God 
told  him  to  take  the  elders  and  his  rod  and  go  on  before  the 
people — 'Hhe  Lord  said,  behold  I  will  stand  before  thee 
upon  the  rock  in  Horeb,  and  thou  shalt  smite  the  rock,  and 
there  shall  come  forth  water  out  of  it,  that  the  people  may 
drink."  Moses  did  as  the  Lord  commanded  him. 
Ex.  18.  Now,  Jethro,  Moses'  father-in-law,  rejoiced  when 
he  heard  that  the  Lord  had  delivered  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  he  came  to  see  Moses, 
and  gave  him  good  counsel,  as  a  help  to  teach  the  people 
the  laws,  and  the  way  wherein  they  must  walk. 
Ex.  19.  They  leave  Rephidim  and  camp  in  the  Wilder- 
ness of  Sinai  and  Moses  goes  up  unto  God  and  the  Lord 
said:  ''Say  unto  the  children  of  Israel:  'Now,  therefore,  if 
you  will  obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenant, 
then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar  treasure  unto  me,  above  all 
people;  for  all  the  earth  is  mine;  and  ye  shaU  be  unto  me  a 
Holy  Kingdom  of  Holy  Priests,  and  a  Holy  Nation.'" 

MAN   UNDER   LAW,    FIFTH   DISPENSATION 

Again  the  grace  of  God  came  to  help  man,  He  proposed 
to  them  a  covenant  of  law  instead  of  pleading  for  continued 
grace  and  they  said,  ''All  that  the  Lord  has  spoken  we 
will  do."    So  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Go  unto  the  people 
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and  prepare  them,  and  Moses  gave  the  people  instructions 
in  preparation  as  the  Lord  commanded  him. 

Then  Moses  brought  forth  the  people  to  meet  God  and 
they  stood  at  the  nether  part  of  the  mount.  ''And  Mount 
Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  smoke,  because  the  Lord  de- 
scended upon  it  in  fire,"  and  the  whole  mount  quaked 
greatly.  And  the  Lord  called  Moses  to  the  top  of  the 
mount,  and  Moses  w^ent  up. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  period  is  this  and  what  event  takes  place? 

2.  Where  is  it  found  and  in  what  year? 

3.  What  are  the  people  called  now  and  what  kind  of  an  admin- 
istration are  they  under? 

4.  Where  were  the  children  of  Israel  and  what  did  Pharaoh  do? 

5.  How  did  Israel  cross  the  Red  Sea  and  what  happened  to  the 
Egyptians? 

6.  Where  and  how  were  the  people  led,  and  what  did  they  find 
and  what  did  they  do? 

7.  How  were  they  refreshed  and  what  promises  did  they  get? 

8.  When  they  were  hungry  how  were  they  fed? 

9.  When  they  came  to  the  Wilderness  of  Sinai  what  covenant 
did  God  make? 

10.  Under  what  dispensation  now  are  the  children  of  Israel? 

11.  How  did  God  speak  to  the  people  and  who  was  called  to  the 
top  of  the  mount  and  why? 
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The  Discipline  of  the  Wilderness 

God  has  a  law,  a  demand,  which  He  makes  upon  man. 
A  standard  which  he  expects  us  to  live  up  to,  and  by  which 
we  will  be  judged.  We  have  a  right  to  know  that  law, 
the  same  as  the  subjects  of  material  governments  must 
know  the  laws  before  they  can  obey  them. 

We  find  such  a  law  as  we  need,  in  the  Bible. 

There  is  a  God,  a  Being  who  is  Creator  and  Governor 
of  the  World,  to  whom  all  men  are  held  accountable. 

The  Israelites  marched  to  Sinai,  where  during  one  year 
of  waiting  they  received  from  God : — 

1.  The  Moral  Law  as  a  guide  to  daily  conduct. 

2.  The  Ceremonial  Law  as  a  directory  of  worship. 

3.  The  Civil  Law,  for  the  government  of  the  nation. 

Ex.  20.  (1).  A  Moral  Law  as  a  Guide  to  Daily  Con- 
duct. God  spake  all  these  words  unto  the  people,  The 
Ten  Commandments. 

The  people  trembled  and  stood  afar  off;  Moses  said  unto 
them:  "Fear  not,  for  God  is  come  to  prove  you,"  in  that 
you  wanted  a  law,  and  you  said,  "All  that  the  Lord  has 
spoken  we  will  do." 

Ex.  21-22.  Now  these  are  the  various  laws  and  ordi- 
nances for  the  people  and  the  judgments. 
Ex.  23.  Three  feasts  a  year  shalt  thou  keep  unto  the 
Lord,  and  He  tells  them  how  to  keep  them.  The  Lord 
said,  "Behold,  I  send  an  angel  before  thee,  to  keep  thee  in 
the  way,  and  bring  thee  into  the  place  which  I  have  pre- 
pared."   Take  heed  of  him  and  hearken  unto  his  voice, 
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do  not  be  rebellious  against  him,  for  if  you  are  He  will  not 
pardon  your  transgressions. 

Moses  wrote  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  and  rose  up 
early  in  the  morning,  and  builded  an  altar  at  the  foot  of  the 
mount  and  worshiped  God. 

He  took  the  book  of  the  covenant,  and  read  it  to  the 
people;  and  they  said:  ''All  that  the  Lord  hath  said  we 
will  do,  and  be  obedient." 

Moses  and  Aaron  and  seventy  elders  of  Israel  went  up 
further  and  they  saw  God,  and  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, 
''Come  up  to  me  into  the  mount,  and  be  there;  and  I  will 
give  thee  tablets  of  stone,  and  the  law,  and  command- 
ments which  I  have  written;  that  thou  mayest  teach  them." 

So  Moses  rose  up  and  Joshua,  his  minister,  and  said 
unto  the  elders,  "Tarry  ye  here  for  us  until  we  come  again 
unto  you."  And  Moses  entered  into  the  midst  of  the 
cloud,  and  went  up  into  the  cloud,  and  Moses  was  in  the 
mount,  forty  days  and  forty  nights. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  does  God  expect  of  man? 

2.  How  long  were  the  children  of  Israel  at  Sinai  and  what  laws 
did  they  receive? 

3.  What  was  the  first  law  God  gave  them  and  what  did  the 
people  say? 

4.  What  feasts  were  to  be  kept  and  why? 

5.  What  did  Moses  do  with  the  book  of  the  Covenant? 

6.  When  Moses  went  up  in  the  mount  what  did  he  tell  the  elders 
to  do? 

7.  How  long  was  Moses  up  in  the  mount? 


LESSON  11.    EXODUS  25  TO  32 

(2)  The  Ceremonial  Law  as  a  Directory  of  Worship 

Ex.  25.  The  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses  saying,  Speak  unto 
the  children  of  Israel  that  they  take  for  me  an  offering;  of 
every  man,  whose  heart  maketh  him  willing,  ye  shall  take 
my  offering.  And  let  them  make  me  a  sanctuary  that  I 
may  dwell  among  them.  It  shall  be  according  to  all  that 
I  have  shown  thee,  the  pattern  of  the  tabernacle  or  dwell- 
ing and  the  pattern  of  all  the  furniture,  and  they  shall 
make  an  ark  of  acacia  wood  according  to  dimensions. 
Thou  shalt  put  into  the  ark  the  testimony  which  I  shall 
give  thee.  Thou  shalt  make  a  mercy-seat  of  covering 
and  two  cherubim  according  to  instructions.  Thou  shalt 
put  the  mercy-seat  above  upon  the  ark  and  there  I  will 
meet  with  thee  in  the  Most  Holy  Place,  and  I  will  com- 
mune with  thee  from  above  the  mercy-seat  from  between 
the  two  cherubim,  which  are  upon  the  ark  of  testimony 
of  all  things,  which  I  will  give  thee  in  commandment  to 
the  children  of  Israel. 

Ex.  26,  27.  Thou  shalt  make  curtains  for  the  taber- 
nacle according  to  the  fashion  which  hath  been  showed 
thee  in  the  mount.  Thou  shalt  make  a  veil  of  blue,  purple 
and  scarlet,  and  the  veil  shaU  be  between  the  Most  Holy 
Place  and  the  Holy  Place.  Thou  shalt  make  an  altar  of 
acacia  wood  for  burnt  offerings  according  to  instructions, 
and  thou  shalt  command  the  children  of  Israel  to  cause  a 
lamp  to  burn  continually  before  the  Lord  in  the  Holy 
Place,  throughout  their  generations. 
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Ex.  28.  Bring  Aaron  and  his  sons  with  him  from  among 
the  children  of  Israel  that  he  may  minister  unto  me  in  the 
priests'  office.  Thou  shalt  make  Holy  garments  for  Aaron 
for  glory  and  beauty,  according  to  the  fashion,  which  I 
shall  show  you,  and  Aaron  shall  bear  the  name  of  the 
children  of  Israel  in  the  breast-plate  of  judgment  upon  hi« 
heart  when  he  goeth  into  the  Holy  Place  for  a  memorial 
before  the  Lord  continually.  Thou  shalt  make  a  plate  of 
pure  gold  and  grave  upon  it,  ''Holy  to  the  Lord,"  and  put 
it  upon  lace  and  it  shall  be  upon  Aaron's  forehead  always, 
and  Aaron  shall  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  Holy  Things 
which  the  children  of  Israel  shall  hallow,  in  all  their  Holy 
gifts,  that  they  may  be  accepted  before  the  Lord. 
Ex.  29.  God  gives  Moses  instructions  to  prepare  the 
priests  for  their  work,  seven  days  shalt  thou  consecrate 
them. 

God  said,  I  will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel  and 
will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  know  that  I  brought  them 
forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  that  I  may  dwell  among 
them. 

Ex.  30.  Thou  shalt  make  an  altar  of  incense  of  acacia 
wood,  and  thou  shalt  make  an  Holy  Anointing  Oil  and  it 
shall  be  unto  thee  Holy  to  the  Lord. 

Ex.  3L  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  I  have  called  two  men 
by  name,  that  they  may  make  all  that  I  have  commanded 
thee. 

The  Lord  said.  Speak  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel, 
saying,  Ye  shall  keep  the  Sabbath,  for  it  is  Holy  unto  you. 
Every  one  that  profaneth  it  shall  be  put  to  death,  and  who- 
soever doeth  any  work  on  that  day  shall  be  cut  off  from 
among  his  people.  It  is  a  sign  between  thee  and  Me  for  a 
perpetual  covenant.  And  the  Lord  gave  unto  Moses,  when 
He  had  made  an  end  of  communing  with  him  upon  Mount 
Sinai,  the  two  tables  of  testimony,  tables  of  stone,  written 
with  the  finger  of  God. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  What  was  the  second  law  for? 

2.  What  did  the  Lord  tell  Moses  to  make  for  God  to  dwell  in? 

3.  Wlio  were  to  minister  unto  God  in  the  priests'  office  and  why? 

4.  Who  were  to  make  all  the  things  which  Moses  was  instructed 
to  make? 

5.  What  is  the  law  of  blaspheming? 

6.  What  is  the  law  of  the  Sabbath? 

7.  How  were  the  laws  written,  and  by  whom? 


LESSON  12.    EXODUS  32  TO  LEVITICUS 

Ex.  32.  When  the  people  saw  that  Moses  stayed  up  in 
the  mount  they  gathered  together  and  went  to  Aaron  and 
said,  Make  us  gods  which  shall  go  before  us;  as  for  this 
Moses  which  we  brought  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  we 
know  not  what  has  become  of  him.  So  Aaron  called  for 
the  golden  earrings  of  all  the  people.  He  received  them 
at  their  hand,  and  fashioned  them  with  a  graven  tool  into  a 
molten  calf  and  said:  This  be  thy  god,  Oh  Israel,  which 
brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  and  they  made  an 
altar,  and  Aaron  said,  To-morrow  shall  be  a  feast  unto 
the  Lord.  They  brought  offerings  and  sat  down  to  eat. 
Now,  the  Lord  saw  what  the  people  had  done  and  said  to 
Moses,  Go,  get  thee  down,  for  thy  people  have  turned  aside 
quickly  out  of  the  way  which  I  commanded  them. 

The  Lord  was  angry  with  the  people  because  of  their 
disobedience.  Moses  plead  for  the  people  and^the  Lord 
relented;  then  he  went  down  from  the  mount  with  the 
tables  of  stone  written  on  both  sides,  and  the  writing  was 
done  by  the  hand  of  God. 

When  Moses  came  nigh  unto  the  camp  of  the  people,  he 
saw  the  golden  calf,  and  the  people  worshiping  it.  He 
was  angry  with  them  and  cast  the  tables  of  stone  out  of  his 
hands  and  broke  them  beneath  the  mount,  and  he  took 
the  calf  which  they  had  made,  and  burnt  it  with  fire,  and 
ground  it  to  powder.  ''Moses  said  unto  Aaron,  What  did 
this  people  unto  thee,  that  thou  hast  brought  so  great  a 
sin  upon  them ." 

Then  Aaron  told  Moses  what  the  people  had  said  unto 
him,  and  that  they  were  set  on  evil,  and  had  turned  away. 
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So  ''Moses  stood  in  the  gate  of  the  camp  and  said,  Who 
is  on  the  Lord's  side  let  him  come  unto  me,  and  all  the  sons 
of  Levi  gathered  themselves  together  unto  him." 

And  Moses  said  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  Take  thy  sword  and  slay  every  man,  and  the  sons 
of  Levi  did  according  to  the  words  of  Moses  and  there  fell 
of  the  people  that  day  about  three  thousand  men.  And 
Moses  said.  Consecrate  yourselves  to  the  Lord  to-day,  that 
He  may  bestow  upon  you  a  blessing. 

Ye  have  sinned  a  great  sin,  and  nov/  I  will  go  up  unto 
the  Lord  and  ask  atonement  for  your  sins. 

The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  ''Whosoever  hath  sinned 
against  me,  him  will  I  blot  out  of  my  book,  and  now  go 
lead  the  people  unto  the  place  of  which  I  have  spoken 
unto  thee  and  mine  angel  shall  go  before  thee:  nevertheless 
in  the  day  when  I  visit,  I  will  visit  their  sin  upon  them." 
Ex.  33.  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Say  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  ye  are  a  rebellious  people,  put  off  thy  orna- 
ments from  thee  that  I  may  know  what  to  do  unto  thee." 
Now  Moses  used  to  take  the  tent  of  meeting  and  pitch  it 
without  the  camp  of  the  people.  And  every  one  who 
sought  the  Lord  went  into  the  tent  of  meeting.  The 
pillar  of  cloud  descended  and  stood  at  the  door  of  the  tent, 
and  the  Lord  spake  with  Moses,  and  aU  the  people  saw 
this,  and  rose  up  and  worshiped.  And  the  Lord  spake 
face  to  face  with  Moses  as  a  man  speaketh  with  his  friend. 
Moses  asked  who  the  Lord  would  send  with  him,  and 
the  Lord  said,  "My  presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  I  will 
give  thee  rest."  Moses  asked  to  see  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  Lord  said,  "Thou  canst  not  see  my  face, 
for  there  shall  no  man  see  me,  and  live." 
Ex.  34.  The  Lord;  said  unto  Moses,  "Hew^  thee  two 
tables  of  stone  like  unto  the  first;  and  I  will  write  upon 
these  tables  the  words  that  were  on  the  first  tables  which 
thou  brakest."  Moses  did  as  the  Lord  commanded  him, 
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and  He  passed  by  before  him,  a  God  full  of  compassion, 
and  gracious,  slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy  and 
truth. 

Then  the  Lord  made  a  covenant,  and  told  Moses  to 
write  it  down,  for  with  these  words  I  have  made  a  cove- 
nant, with  thee  and  with  Israel;  and  when  Moses  came 
down  from  Mount  Sinai,  his  face  shone  by  reason  of  his 
speaking  with  the  Lord.  Moses  spake  unto  all  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  and  all  the  rulers,  and  he  gave  in  command- 
ment, all  that  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  him;  and  w^hen 
Moses  had  done  speaking  he  put  a  veil  on  his  face. 
Ex.  35  to  Leviticus.  Now,  they  prepared  and  built  the 
tabernacle,  the  ark,  the  altar  and  holy  garments,  accord- 
ing to  instructions  which  the  Lord  gave  to  Moses,  every- 
thing in  its  place.  So  Moses  finished  the  work  and  the 
cloud  covered  the  tent  of  meeting,  and  the  Glory  of  God 
filled  the  tabernacle.  When  the  cloud  was  taken  up  from 
over  the  tabernacle,  the  children  of  Israel  went  onward 
throughout  all  their  journey,  but  if  the  cloud  were  not 
taken  up  they  remained  in  their  place. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  great  sin  did  the  people  commit,  and  what  happened  to 
them? 

2.  What  did  the  Lord  tell  Moses  to  do  and  what  promise  did  he 
make  for  the  people? 

3.  How  was  the  covenant  renewed,  and  what  was  it? 

4.  How  was  the  tabernacle  built,  and  for  what  purpose? 

5.  What  service  were  Aaron  and  his  son  to  perform? 

6.  How  were  the  people  guided  on  their  journey? 


LESSON  13.    LEVITICUS  1  TO  18 

Lev.  1.  The  Lord  called  Moses  and  gave  instructions  con- 
cerning the  offering  of  sacrifices  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  should  be  offered. 

Let  us  now  note  the  different  offerings  and  what  they 
signify.  They  shall  bring  their  offering  of  the  animal 
required  and  offer  it  at  the  door  of  the  tent  of  meeting, 
that  they  may  be  accepted  before  the  Lord.  Then  they 
shall  lay  their  hand  upon  its  head  and  it  shall  be  accepted 
for  them.  A  life  is  sacrificed  and  the  priest  shall  present 
the  blood  and  sprinkle  it  round  about  upon  the  altar, 
that  is,  at  the  door  of  the  tent  of  meeting  before  the  Lord. 
Likewise,  the  meat  offering  of  the  animal  required  signifies 
consecration  to  God. 

Lev.  2.  The  meal  offering  is  for  a  memorial  unto  the  Lord. 
Lev.  3-6.  The  peace  offering  signifies  thanksgiving  unto 
God,  and  the  sin  offering  for  reconciliation  between  the 
people  and  God.  Guilt  offering  was  for  forgiveness. 
Lev.  6-8.  Now  God  gave  Moses  laws  concerning  the 
offerings.  They  are  most  Holy,  and  it  is  important  that 
each  offering  is  given  exactly  as  God  has  commanded,  as  it 
is  another  step  in  the  great  plan  of  salvation  which  God 
has  for  His  people,  and  is  a  symbol,  or  type  of  worship 
representing  what  is  to  follow. 

Lev.  8-10.  Aaron  and  his  sons,  as  priests  or  mediators 
between  God  and  the  people,  are  to  prepare  themselves 
for  their  office,  consecrating  themselves  to  the  Lord.  Aaron 
prepared  his  offering,  then  blessed  the  people,  and  the 
Glory  of  God  appeared  unto  all;   and  there  came  fire  from 
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before  the  Lord  and  consumed  upon  the  altar  the  burnt 
offering. 

Lev.  10.  Aaron's  two  sons  took  their  incense  pans  and 
offered  strange  fire  before  the  Lord,  which  He  had  not 
commanded  them;  and  there  came  fire  from  before  the 
Lord  and  devoured  them,  and  they  died  before  the  Lord. 
The  Lord  spake  unto  Aaron  and  his  other  two  sons  warning 
them  against  such  things  and  to  put  a  difference  between 
the  Holy  and  the  common,  between  the  clean  and  the 
unclean;  that  they  may  teach  the  children  of  Israel  all  the 
laws  which  the  Lord  hath  spoken  unto  them  by  the  hand 
of  Moses.  They  shall  eat  the  offering  as  directed,  for  it  is 
most  Holy  and  given  to  them  to  bear  the  iniquity  of  the 
congregation,  to  make  atonement  for  them  before  the  Lord. 
Lev.  11-12.  God  gives  laws  concerning  clean  and  unclean 
animals,  what  they  can  eat  and  what  they  cannot  eat. 
The  law  of  purification,  the  manner  of  purifying  and  the 
offering  to  make  at  the  end  of  the  time  required. 
Lev.  12-16.  God  gives  them  knowledge  to  know  when 
they  have  leprosy,  what  it  is,  and  how  to  cleanse  it,  also 
other  impurities  of  the  body,  and  how  to  make  themselves 
clean,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  performed. 
Lev.  16-18.  God  spake  unto  Moses  saying,  ''Speak  unto 
Aaron  that  he  come  not  at  all  times  as  his  sons  did  into  the 
Holy  Place,  that  he  die  not.  He  is  only  to  go  in  as  com- 
manded of  God,  to  make  atonement  for  himself  and  for 
Israel.  He  shall  take  for  the  congregation  of  Israel  two 
he-goats  for  a  sin  offering,  and  set  them  before  the  Lord 
at  the  door  of  the  tent  of  meeting.  He  shaU  cast  lots 
upon  the  two  goats,  one  for  the  Lord  and  the  other  for 
dismissal.  The  one  for  the  Lord  he  shall  offer  for  a  sin 
offering,  the  other  shall  be  set  alive  before  the  Lord,  to 
make  atonement  over  him,  to  send  him  away  into  the 
wilderness." 

''The  blood  of  the  sin  offering  shall  be  brought  within 
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the  veil,  and  sprinkled  upon  the  mercy-seat,  and  before  it. 
When  he  hath  made  atonement  for  the  Holy  Place,  he  shall 
present  the  live  goat,  and  Aaron  shall  lay  both  hands  upon 
its  head,  and  confess  over  him  all  the  iniquities  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  all  their  transgressions,  even  all  their 
sins,  and  he  shall  put  them  upon  the  head  of  the  goat  and 
shall  send  him  away  by  the  hand  of  a  man  who  is  ap- 
pointed in  readiness,  into  the  wilderness,  and  the  goat  shall 
bear  upon  him  all  their  iniquities  unto  a  solitary  land, 
and  he  shall  let  go  the  goat  in  the  wilderness." 

The  Lord  appoints  the  place  of  sacrifice  at  the  door  of 
the  tent  of  meeting,  before  the  Lord,  as  commanded.  And 
whosoever  eateth  any  manner  of  blood  shall  be  cut  off 
from  his  people. 

''For  the  life  or  soul  of  the  flesh  is  in  the  blood  and  I 
have  given  it  to  you  upon  the  altar  to  make  atonement  for 
your  souls,  for  it  is  the  blood  that  maketh  atonement  for 
your  life." 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  are  the  offerings,  and  what  do  they  signify? 

2.  What  office  do  Aaron  and  his  sons  occupy,  and  what  do 
their  services  typify? 

3.  Why  were  Aaron's  sons  burned? 

4.  How  and  when  was  Aaron  to  enter  the  Holy  place? 

5.  What  does  the  scape-goat  signify? 

6.  Where  was  the  place  of  sacrifice? 

7.  What  does  the  blood  mean? 
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(3)  A  Civil  Law  for  the  Government  of  the  Nation 

Lev.  18-21.  God  commanded  Moses  saying:  ''Speak  unto 
the  children  of  Israel,  that  they  do  not  as  other  countries 
do,  but  shall  keep  my  commandments."  Now,  the  time 
has  come,  and  for  the  first  time  God  gives  the  people  a  law 
concerning  lawful  marriages,  laws  for  families,  what  to  do 
and  what  not  to  do. 

Therefore,  saith  the  Lord,  ye  shall  keep  my  charge  that 
ye  do  not  any  of  these  abominable  customs  which  were 
done  before  you,  that  ye  defile  not  yourselves;  the  souls 
that  do  them  shall  be  cut  off  from  among  their  people. 
God  gives  various  laws:  Thou  shalt  not  swear  by  my 
name  falsely,  so  that  thou  profane  the  name  of  thy  God. 
Thou  shalt  not  take  vengeance,  nor  bear  any  grudge 
against  the  children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyseK.  Sanctify  yourselves  and  be  ye  holy 
unto  Me,  for  I,  the  Lord,  am  Holy,  and  have  separated  ye 
from  the  peoples  that  ye  should  be  mine. 
Lev.  21-23.  God  gives  laws  for  the  priests,  for  their  mar- 
riages, their  families,  they  shall  not  profane  the  Holy  things 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  which  they  offer  unto  the  Lord. 
Everything  is  made  very  plain,  and  repeated  many  times, 
that  the  people  may  understand  the  meaning. 
Lev.  23.  The  Lord  said,  ''Speak  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  the  appointed  feasts,  which  ye  shall  proclaim  to  be 
Holy  assemblies  and  which  ye  shall  keep  unto  the  Lord 
every  year  in  your  generations." 

(1)  The  feast  of  the  Lord's  Passover,  held  on  the 
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14th  of  April,  commemorating  the  Exodus  from  Egypt, 
celebrated  by  eating  slain  lamb  with  unleavened  bread. 

(2)  When  ye  come  into  the  land  of  Canaan  which  I 
shall  give  ye,  ye  shall  hold  a  feast  called  the  feast  of  Pente- 
cost, held  on  the  6th  of  June,  celebrated  by  firstfruits  laid 
on  the  altar. 

(3)  The  feast  of  Trumpets,  held  on  the  7th  of  October, 
for  the  opening  of  the  civil  year,  celebrated  by  blowing  of 
trumpets. 

(4)  The  day  of  Atonement,  on  the  10th  of  October. 
It  shall  be  unto  you  a  Sabbath  of  solemn  rest  for  your 
afflicted  souls.  Priests  enter  Holy  of  Holies  once  a  year 
to  make  atonement. 

(5)  The  feast  of  Tabernacles,  held  on  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, for  seven  days,  unto  the  Lord  in  memory  of  the  life 
in  the  wilderness  and  thanksgiving  for  harvest.  Ye  shall 
dweU  in  booths  for  seven  days,  all  that  are  born  in  Israel, 
that  your  generations  may  know  that  I  made  the  children 
of  Israel  to  dwell  in  booths  when  I  brought  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt.    I  am  the  Lord  your  God. 

Lev.  24.  God  gives  the  law  of  blasphemy.  He  that 
blaspheme th  the  name  of  the  Lord,  he  shall  sure  be  put  to 
death,  aU  the  congregation  shall  certainly  stone  him.  He 
that  smiteth  any  man  mortally,  he  shall  be  put  to  death, 
breach  for  breach,  eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth,  as  he  caused 
a  blemish  in  a  man,  so  shall  it  be  rendered  unto  him. 
Lev.  25-Numbers.  Laws  concerning  buying  property, 
and  redeeming  it,  also  debts  that  cannot  be  paid.  Ye  shall 
hallow  the  fiftieth  year  and  proclaim  liberty  throughout  all 
the  land,  and  every  man  shall  return  unto  his  own  posses- 
sions and  unto  his  family.  God  gives  laws  of  obedience 
and  disobedience.  That  He  will  dwell  among  them  and 
keep  them,  watch  over  them,  and  protect  them  from 
enemies  if  they  will  obey  His  commandments. 

If  the  people  reject  His  laws  and  disobey  his  command- 
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ments,  it  shall  be  terrible  for  them,  they  shall  be  smitten 
by  their  enemies  or  with  disease,  and  their  life  shall  pine 
away.  If  they  do  not  reform  by  these  things  done  unto 
them  then  more  plagues  will  come  upon  them.  And  God 
said,  ''I  will  make  your  cities  a  waste  and  will  bring  the 
land  unto  desolation.  I  will  scatter  you  among  the  nations, 
and  ye  shall  have  no  power  to  stand  before  your  enemies. 
Ye  shall  perish  among  the  nations  and  they  shall  pine  away 
in  their  iniquity,  and  they  shall  confess  their  injustice  in 
walking  contrary  to  God's  commandments."  If,  then, 
their  hearts  be  humbled  and  they  accept  of  the  punishment 
of  their  injustice,  then  the  Lord  will  remember  His  agree- 
ment, and  wiU  not  reject  them. 

God  gives  laws  concerning  vows,  or  estimating  what  a 
person  is  worth,  and  as  the  estimation  is  fixed  so  shall  it 
be,  whether  it  be  person,  cattle,  clean  or  unclean  beast, 
good  or  bad,  it  shall  stand;  only  the  firstling  among  beasts, 
no  man  shall  set  it  apart,  it  is  the  Lord's;  nothing  that  a 
man  hath  devoted  to  the  Lord  shall  be  sold  or  redeemed. 
AU  the  tithe  of  the  flock  or  herd,  the  tenth,  shall  be  Holy 
unto  the  Lord. 

Now,  these  are  the  commandments  which  the  Lord 
commanded  Moses  for  the  children  of  Israel  in  Mount 
Sinai. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  laws  were  given  to  change  the  family  customs  from  other 
countries? 

2.  What  other  laws  were  given? 

3.  How  were  they  to  treat  their  neighbors? 

4.  What  laws  were  given  to  the  priests,  and  how  many  feasts  were 
to  be  kept  unto  the  Lord? 

5.  What  were  they  and  for  what  purpose? 

6.  What  was  the  punishment  for  blasphemy? 

7.  What  are  the  laws  for  obedience  and  disobedience? 

8.  What  abcat  giving  the  tenth  unto  the  Lord? 
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Num.  1-5.  In  the  second  year  after  the  departure  from 
Egypt  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  in  the  tent  of  meeting 
in  the  Wilderness  of  Sinai,  saying,  Take  the  sum  of  all  the 
children  of  Israel  by  families  from  twenty  years  old  and 
upward,  all  that  are  able  to  go  to  war  in  Israel.  There  shall 
be  a  man  at  the  head  of  every  tribe  caUed  the  prince  of 
his  father's  house.  The  families  of  the  twelve  sons  of 
Israel  are  numbered  according  to  the  number  of  tribes 
from  the  eldest  to  the  youngest. 

Only  the  tribe  of  Levi  shalt  thou  not  number,  neither 
shalt  thou  take  the  sum  of  them,  but  appoint  them  over 
the  tabernacle  of  the  testimony  and  over  all  the  furniture 
and  over  aU  that  belongs  to  it.  They  shall  bear  the  taber- 
nacle and  all  the  furniture,  and  they  shall  minister  unto  it 
and  camp  around  about  the  tabernacle.  When  you  go 
forward  the  Levites  shall  take  the  tabernacle  down,  and 
when  you  camp  they  shall  put  it  up.  The  stranger  that 
cometh  nigh  unto  it  shall  be  put  to  death.  And  God 
directed  just  where  each  tribe  should  pitch  their  tent,  on 
the  North,  South,  East  and  West  sides  of  the  tabernacle. 

The  Lord  said  bring  the  tribe  of  Levi  near  and  set  them 
before  Aaron  the  priest,  that  they  may  minister  unto  him, 
and  thou  shalt  give  the  Levites  unto  Aaron  and  his  sons. 
They  are  given  on  behalf  of  the  children  of  Israel,  instead 
of  all  the  first  born;  because  when  the  children  of  Israel 
turned  away  from  God  and  worshiped  the  golden  calf, 
Moses  said,  Whosoever  is  on  the  Lord's  side  come  unto  me, 
and  all  the  sons  of  Levi  gathered  themselves  unto  him. 
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Now,  Moses  was  to  number  them  according  to  their 
families  and  God  gave  each  family  a  charge  or  duty  to 
perform  in  their  care  of  the  tabernacle  where  His  work 
was.  Thus,  the  tribe  of  Levi  surrounded  the  tabernacle 
in  their  camps.  Then  the  other  tribes  beyond  them,  as 
directed.  On  the  East  before  the  tent  of  meeting  towards 
the  sunrising  shall  Moses,  Aaron  and  his  sons  camp; 
keeping  charge  of  the  sanctuary  for  the  children  of  Israel. 
The  first  born  are  redeemed  and  the  money  given  to  Aaron 
and  his  sons  as  directed  by  the  Lord.  The  priests  are 
given  their  especial  duties  to  perform. 
Num.  5.  The  Lord  commands  the  children  of  Israel  to 
clear  the  camp  of  lepers  and  the  unclean,  and  restore  and 
make  right  aU  the  wrongs  they  have  committed.  The  trial 
of  jealousy  is  given  and  the  punishment  to  prove  right  and 
wrong. 

Num.  6-8.  Laws  are  given  to  the  Nazarite,  or  one  who 
separates  or  consecrates  himself  or  herself  unto  the  Lord, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  perform  them.  On 
the  day  the  tabernacle  was  finished  and  set  up,  and  had 
been  anointed  and  sanctified,  the  princes  or  captains  of 
each  tribe  brought  their  offerings  of  wagons,  oxen,  etc., 
and  presented  them  before  the  tabernacle,  and  they  were 
given  to  the  Levites  to  every  man  according  to  his  service. 
Then  others  brought  golden  spoons  and  pans,  and  they 
were  given  for  the  dedication  of  the  altar.  When  all  the 
offerings  were  brought,  the  altar  was  anointed  unto  the 
Lord.  Now,  the  Altar  was  the  earliest  institution  of 
worship  implied  in  Gen.  4:24,  and  named  in  Gen.  8:20. 
[ts  Idea  was  that  of  a  meeting  place  between  God  and 
man,  involving  a  sacrifice  for  sin. 

Its  Material  was  earth  or  unhewn  stone.  Where 
metal  or  wood  was  used  they  were  regarded  merely  as  a 
covering,  the  true  altar  being  the  earth  inside.  Ex.  20: 
24-25. 
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Its  Purpose  was  to  prefigure  the  cross  on  which  Christ 
died  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 

The  Tabernacle  was  the  first  outgrowth  of  the  altar 
idea,  and  became  necessary  as  the  family  grew  into  a  nation. 

It  was  a  Tent  symbolizing  the  dwelling  of  God  among 
His  people. 

Num.  8-10.  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Take  the  Levites 
from  among  the  children  of  Israel  and  cleanse  them  and 
make  atonement  for  them.  The  Levites  purified  them- 
selves from  sin  and  went  to  do  their  service  in  the  tent  of 
meeting.  With  the  altar  of  sacrifice  there  must  be  some 
one  who,  by  right  and  in  the  right  way,  shall  bring  the 
offering  to  God.  This  man  in  the  Old  Testament  was  the 
priest,  a  type  of  Christ  in  his  office  as  mediator.  Its 
Origin  was  consciousness  of  sin,  and  the  need  of  a  mediator. 

In  the  early  priesthood,  each  head  of  the  family  was  the 
priest.  The  priestly  family  was  the  tribe  of  Levi,  who 
remained  a  priestly  cast  until  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish 
state.  Their  services  were  to  offer  sacrifices  and  teach 
God's  will  to  man. 

The  Lord  said.  Let  the  children  of  Israel  on  the  14th 
of  the  first  month  keep  the  Passover  in  its  appointed  sea- 
son. Those  that  are  unclean  shall  keep  it  in  the  second 
month. 

Num.  10-13.  The  Lord  said.  Make  two  trumpets  of  silver, 
for  the  calling  of  the  congregation  and  for  the  journeying 
of  the  camp.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  cloud  was 
taken  up  from  over  the  tabernacle  of  the  testimony,  and 
the  children  went  forward  out  of  the  wilderness  of  Sinai 
and  the  cloud  abode  in  the  wilderness  of  Paran.  The  Ark 
of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord  went  before  them  three  days 
journey  to  seek  out  a  resting  place  for  them,  then  at  the 
signal  of  the  trumpets  each  tribe  went  forward  as  their 
signal  was  given. 

The  people  murmured  again  because  of  the  Manna,  and 
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the  Lord  caused  fire  to  burn  among  them,  and  the  place 
was  called  Taberah.  The  Lord  gives  Moses  seventy  men 
of  the  elders  of  Israel  to  help  him  bear  the  burdens  of  the 
people  because  of  their  murmurings.  And  the  Lord  caused 
quail  to  come  near  the  camp,  and  those  who  lusted  for 
flesh  gathered  and  ate  so  many  of  them  that  they  died. 
The  people  journeyed  to  Hazeroth  and  abode  there. 

Now  Miriam  and  Aaron  speak  against  Moses,  who  was 
very  meek  above  all  men,  and  the  Lord  came  down  and 
spoke  to  them  saying.  Were  ye  not  afraid  to  speak  against 
my  servant?  He  is  faithful  in  all  mine  house.  When  the 
cloud  was  removed  Miriam  was  leprous,  white  as  snow, 
and  she  was  shut  up  without  the  camp  seven  days. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  was  Moses  to  number  the  people,  and  what  for? 

2.  Why  were  the  tribe  of  Levi  not  numbered? 

3.  And  what  were  their  services? 

4.  What  did  the  twelve  princes  offer,  and  what  for? 

5.  What  is  the  altar  and  what  does  it  mean? 

6.  How  were  the  people  called  together,  and  how  did  they  move 
forward? 

7.  What  did  the  people  do  to  cause  fire  to  burn  among  them? 

8.  What  happened  to  Miriam  and  why? 
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Num.  13.  The  Lord  said,  Send  out  a  captain  of  each 
tribe,  to  search  out  Canaan  and  see  the  people,  be  of  good 
courage  and  bring  of  the  fruit  of  the  land.  When  they 
came  back  they  said.  Surely  the  land  floweth  with  milk 
and  honey,  but  the  people  are  strong  and  the  cities  are 
fenced  in.  This  was  an  evil  report  to  bring  to  the  people; 
they  also  reported  that  Israel  would  not  be  able  to  take 
possession,  because  the  men  were  as  giants. 
Num.  14.  This  report  set  the  people  against  Moses  and 
Aaron.  They  were  rebellious  and  forgot  God's  promises, 
and  wanted  to  go  back  to  Egypt.  Joshua  and  Caleb,  who 
were  members  of  the  party  who  searched  out  the  land,  said 
to  the  children  of  Israel :  The  land  is  exceedingly  good,  and 
the  Lord  will  bring  us  into  this  land,  only  rebel  not  against 
Him,  nor  fear  the  people,  the  Lord  is  with  us.  But  the 
people  hearkened  not  unto  them. 

Then  the  Lord  appeared  unto  Moses  and  said:  How 
long  will  the  people  believe  not  in  me,  in  spite  of  all  the  signs 
which  I  have  done  among  them?  I  will  disinherit  them 
because  of  their  murmurings  and  iniquities.  Moses  then 
plead  with  God  for  pardon  for  the  rebellious  people,  and 
God  pardoned  them  according  to  the  word  of  Moses;  but 
those  men  which  had  seen  the  Glory  of  God,  and  His  signs, 
and  then  hearkened  not  unto  His  voice,  they  should  not 
see  the  land  which  God  promised  their  fathers;  nor  any 
of  them  that  despised  the  Lord  should  see  it.  And  God 
told  Moses  to  tell  the  people  that  none  but  Joshua  and 
Caleb  were  to  see  the  promised  land.     But  your  little  ones, 

54 


NUMBERS  13  TO  22  55 

them  will  I  bring  in,  and  they  shall  know  the  land  which  ye 
have  rejected. 

Now,  it  took  those  who  went  to  search  out  the  land, 
forty  days;  and  for  every  day,  a  year  would  be  added  that 
they  should  bear  their  iniquity,  and  they  would  perish,  and 
their  children  would  be  shepherds  in  the  wilderness  forty 
years. 

The  people  mourned  when  Moses  told  them  this  and 
they  gathered  themselves  together  and  went  up  on  top 
of  the  mountain  and  said.  We  will  go  up  unto  the  place 
which  the  Lord  has  promised;  but  Moses  said,  Go  not  up, 
for  the  Lord  is  not  with  you,  and  ye  shall  fall  by  the  sword 
of  the  enemy,  because  ye  have  turned  back  from  following 
the  Lord. 

They  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  Mount,  but  the  ark  of 
the  Covenant  remained  in  the  camp,  and  the  enemy  which 
dwelt  in  the  Mount  smote  them  and  beat  them  down. 
Num.  15.  God  estabhshed  one  law  for  all  offerings  and 
feasts.  Now,  they  found  a  man  picking  up  sticks  on  the 
Sabbath  and  they  brought  him  to  Moses,  and  the  Lord 
said  to  Moses,  the  man  shall  surely  be  put  to  death;  so 
they  all  stoned  him  without  the  camp  and  he  died. 

The  Lord  told  Moses,  saying,  Bid  the  children  to  put 
tassels  on  their  garments  to  remind  them  of  all  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  and  to  do  them,  that  they  die  not. 
Num.  16.  Korah  from  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  one  of  the 
tribe  of  Reuben  and  certain  of  the  children  assembled 
themselves  together  against  Moses  and  Aaron  saying,  Why 
do  ye  lift  yourselves  above  the  rest  of  us  in  your  service? 
And  Moses  said.  The  Lord  will  show  you  who  are  His. 
So  on  the  morrow,  Korah  and  his  followers  gathered  them- 
selves together  and  offered  incense,  and  the  ground  caved 
in  and  swallowed  them  up;  and  fire  came  forth  from  the 
Lord  and  devoured  those  round  about. 

The  censers  of  these  men  were  made  into  beaten  plates 
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for  a  covering  for  the  altar,  to  be  a  memorial  unto  the 
children  of  Israel;  that  no  one  who  is  not  appointed  of 
God  shaU  come  near  to  burn  incense  before  the  Lord.  The 
people  murmured  against  Moses  because  of  the  death  of  the 
people. 

Num.  17-20.  The  Lord  said  to  Moses,  Speak  unto  all  the 
princes,  and  give  to  each  one  a  rod  according  to  their 
father's  house.  Now  Aaron's  rod  was  among  them.  Moses 
laid  the  rods  before  the  Lord  in  the  tent  of  testimony.  The 
next  day  behold  only  Aaron's  rod  budded  and  put  forth 
buds,  and  each  man  took  his  rod  from  Moses  and  the  Lord 
said  to  Moses,  Put  back  Aaron's  rod  to  be  kept  for  a  token 
for  the  rebellious  children,  that  they  may  make  an  end  of 
their  murmurings  against  me. 

And  the  Lord  instructed  Aaron  and  his  brethren,  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  in  their  services,  and  the  Lord  said  unto 
Aaron,  ''Thou  shalt  have  no  inheritance  in  their  land, 
neither  shalt  thou  have  any  part  among  them,  I  am  thy 
part  and  thine  inheritance  among  the  children  of  Israel." 

Unto  the  children  of  Levi,  behold  I  have  given  all  the 
tithe  of  Israel  for  an  inheritance  in  return  for  their  service, 
even  the  service  of  the  tent  of  meeting. 
Num.  20-22.  The  children  of  Israel  journeyed  into  the 
desert  of  Zin  and  abode  in  Kadesh,  where  there  was  no 
water.  Instead  of  knowing  that  God  would  provide  for 
them,  they  rebelled.  The  Lord  told  Moses  to  take  the  rod 
and  speak  unto  the  rock  before  their  eyes,  that  it  give  forth 
its  water.  Now,  Moses  did  not  do  as  God  had  com- 
manded, for  he  smote  the  rock  twice,  and  the  Lord  said 
unto  him,  Because  ye  beheved  Me  not,  and  spoke  words 
that  were  not  commanded,  these  are  the  waters  of  Meribah 
or  strife.  ''Ye  shall  not  bring  this  people  unto  the  land 
which  I  have  given  them." 

Moses  sent  to  the  King  of  Edom  and  asked  permission 
to  pass  through  his  land.     He  refused,   and  the  people 
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came  to  Mount  Hor,  and  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and 
Aaron  saying,  "Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  son,  and 
bring  them  up  into  Mount  Hor:  and  strip  Aaron  of  his 
garments  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar,  his  son,"  and  Aaron 
died  there  on  the  top  of  the  Mount.  He  was  123  years  old, 
and  all  the  house  of  Israel  mourned  for  Aaron  thirty  days. 

They  journeyed  from  Mount  Hor  eastward  around 
Edom,  and  came  on  to  the  borders  of  Canaan.  The  people 
were  impatient  and  discouraged,  and  spake  against  God 
and  Moses.  There  was  no  water  and  they  loathed  the 
Manna.  The  Lord  sent  fiery  serpents  among  the  people 
and  many  died.  The  people  cried  unto  Moses  and  acknowl- 
edged they  had  sinned  and  asked  Moses  to  pray  unto  God 
for  them  and  to  take  away  the  serpents.  Moses  prayed 
and  the  Lord  told  him  to  make  a  serpent;  and  Moses  made 
a  serpent  of  brass,  and  set  it  upon  a  standard;  and  it  came 
to  pass  when  a  serpent  bit  any  man,  and  he  looked  upon 
the  serpent  of  brass,  he  lived  (John  3-14) . 

Now,  they  journeyed  from  place  to  place,  and  came  to  the 
land  of  the  Amorites;  and  Israel  took  all  the  cities  and 
dwelt  in  Heshbon,  and  possessed  the  land  of  the  Amorites. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Where  did  the  captain  of  each  tribe  go,  for  what  purpose  and 
what  report  did  they  make? 

2.  What  happened  because  of  the  report? 

3.  What  did  Korah  do,  and  with  what  result? 

4.  How  were  they  shown  who  were  to  be  priests? 

5.  What  was  the  priests'  portion  and  the  inheritance  of  the  Levites? 

6.  What  did  Moses  and  Aaron  do  that  they  should  not  lead  the 
people  into  the  land  of  promise? 

7.  Who  died  on  Mount  Hor  and  who  took  his  place? 

8.  What  caused  the  fiery  serpents,  and  what  stayed  them? 
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Num.  22-25.  The  children  of  Israel  dwelt  in  the  Plains  of 
Moab.  The  King  of  Moab  was  afraid  of  the  people  because 
they  were  so  many  and  mightier  than  he,  and  he  saw  all 
that  Israel  had  done  to  the  Amorites. 

Now,  the  King  of  Moab  sent  messengers  to  Balaam  of 
Mesopotamia  for  help,  and  asked  him  to  curse  the  children 
of  Israel.  God  appeared  unto  Balaam  and  said:  ''Thou 
shalt  not  go  with  them;  thou  shalt  not  curse  the  people; 
for  they  are  blessed."  Balak  sent  again  and  offered  to 
promote  Balaam,  who  was  a  seer,  to  great  honor  and  would 
do  whatever  he  said,  if  he  would  only  curse  the  children  of 
Israel. 

God  said  to  Balaam,  ''Rise  up  and  go,  but  only  the  word 
which  I  speak  unto  thee  shalt  thou  do";  and  he  was 
directed  by  God  to  offer  sacrifice  and  bless  Israel  in  a 
parable,  and  foretell  the  happiness  of  Israel. 
Num.  25.  The  children  of  Israel  did  that  which  they  had 
been  commanded  not  to  do;  they  mingled  with  the  Moabites, 
and  bowed  down  and  worshiped  their  gods;  and  the  anger 
of  God  kindled  against  Israel  and  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  Take  all  the  chiefs  of  the  people  and  hang  them,  that 
the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  may  turn  away  from  Israel. 

One  of  the  children  of  Israel  brought  a  Midianitish 
woman  into  camp  before  the  eyes  of  Moses.  When  Eleazar's 
son  saw  it,  he  rose  up  quickly  and  killed  them  both  with  his 
spear.  So  the  plague  of  death  was  stayed  from  the  children 
of  Israel. 

Wherefore  the  Lord  said  unto  Eleazar's  son:  Behold, 
I  give  unto  thee  my  covenant  of  peace,  and  it  shall  be  unto 
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thee  and  thy  family  ever  after  thee;  the  covenant  of  ever- 
lasting priesthood,  because  he  was  jealous  for  his  God,  and 
made  atonement  for  the  children  of  Israel. 

Num.  26.  After  the  plague  of  death,  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Moses  and  Eleazar  to  number  the  people  according  to  their 
families  and  tribes.  Unto  these  the  land  of  Canaan  should 
be  divided  for  an  inheritance,  some  more  and  some  less 
according  to  the  number  of  names  in  each  tribe.  But 
among  these  there  was  not  a  man  that  was  numbered  by 
Moses  and  Aaron,  the  priests,  who  numbered  the  children 
of  Israel  in  the  Wilderness  of  Sinai,  for  the  Lord  had  said 
of  them,  they  shall  surely  die  in  the  Wilderness,  and  there 
was  not  left  a  man  of  them  save  Caleb  and  Joshua. 
Num.  27-31.  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Get  thee  up  into 
this  mountain  of  Abarim,  and  behold  the  land  which  I  have 
given  unto  the  children  of  Israel.  When  thou  hast  seen  it, 
thou  shalt  be  gathered  unto  thy  people  as  Aaron  thy 
brother  was,  because  thou  rebelled  against  my  word  in  the 
desert  of  Zin  at  Kadesh,  when  ye  smote  the  rock  twice  to 
bring  forth  water. 

Moses  said:  Let  the  Lord,  the  God  of  the  spirits  of  all 
flesh,  appoint  a  man  over  the  congregation,  which  may  lead 
the  people,  and  may  go  in  and  out  of  the  tent  of  the  meeting 
before  the  people,  so  that  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  be 
not  as  sheep  which  have  no  shepherd.  And  the  Lord  said 
unto  Moses:  Take  thee  Joshua,  a  man  in  whom  the  spirit 
is,  and  lay  thine  hand  upon  him  and  set  him  before  Eleazar 
the  priest,  and  before  all  the  congregation  and  give  him 
a  charge  in  their  sight;  and  thou  shalt  put  thine  honor 
upon  him  that  all  the  children  of  Israel  may  obey  him. 

And  again  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  to  command  the 
children  of  Israel  to  obey,  and  to  do  all  that  which  is  told 
them  concerning  various  solemn  feasts  and  offerings  of  the 
tabernacle,  and  the  laws  concerning  vows. 
Num.  31.     In  Chapter  25,  verses  17-18,  God  told  Moses  to 
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smite  the  Midianites  because  they  beguiled  the  children  of 
Israel  to  worship  their  gods. 

So  Moses  spake  unto  the  people,  saying:  ''Arm  your- 
selves against  the  Midianites."  They  took  captive  and  slew 
all  the  kings  of  Midian.  The  spoils  were  divided  and  puri- 
fied, and  were  used  as  God  commanded  for  a  memorial  for 
the  children  of  Israel. 

Num.  32.  The  children  of  the  house  of  Reuben  and  Gad 
owned  a  great  multitude  of  cattle.  They  saw  that  the  land 
on  the  east  side  of  Jordan  was  very  good  pasture,  and  they 
came  to  Moses  and  Eleazar  requesting  this  land  as  their 
portion.  They  promised  to  go  armed  and  help  Israel  take 
possession  of  Canaan  and  then  return  to  their  homes.  But 
Moses  said:  ''If  ye  will  not  do  so,  behold,  ye  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord,  and  be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out." 
Num.  33-35.  Moses  wrote  all  the  journey ings  of  the  Israel- 
ites as  commanded  of  God.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  Say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  "When  ye  are 
passed  over  Jordan  into  the  land  of  Canaan;  then  ye  shall 
drive  out  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  from  before  you, 
and  destroy  all  their  molten  images." 

And  the  Lord  gave  Moses  the  boundaries  of  Canaan, 
and  the  names  of  the  men  which  should  divide  the  land 
unto  them  for  an  inheritance. 

Num.  35-Deut.  And  concerning  the  cities,  the  Lord  com- 
manded the  number  to  be  built  and  the  number  to  be  given 
to  the  Levites. 

Then  ye  shall  appoint  you  cities  of  refuge  for  you;  that 
the  man  slayer  which  killeth  any  person  by  mistake,  he  may 
flee  to  the  city  of  refuge,  that  he  die  not  until  he  stand 
before  the  congregation  for  judgment.  Ye  shall  give  three 
cities  on  the  east  side  of  Jordan,  and  three  cities  in  the  land 
of  Canaan. 

The  Lord  fixed  the  inheritance  of  the  daughters  saying, 
"Let  them  marry  to  whom  they  think  best,  only  to  the 
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family  of  the  tribe  of  their  fathers  shall  they  marry,  so  no 
inheritance  shall  remove  from  tribe  to  tribe;  for  the 
children  of  Israel  shall  cleave  every  one  to  the  inheritance 
of  the  tribe  of  his  father." 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  did  the  King  of  Moab  do,  and  with  what  result? 

2.  Why  was  God  angry  with  the  children  of  Israel? 

3.  What  did  He  do,  and  who  saved  them? 

4.  Why  was  Moses  not  permitted  to  lead  the  children  of  Israel 
into  Canaan? 

5.  Who  was  to  succeed  Moses? 

6.  Why  did  they  smite  the  Midianites? 

7.  What  was  the  request  of  the  families  of  Reuben  and  Gad? 

8.  What  were  the  children  of  Israel  commanded  to  do  when 
they  entered  Canaan? 

9.  What  were  the  cities  of  refuge,  and  where  were  they  located? 
10.  How  was  the  land  divided  and  by  whom? 


LESSON    18.    DEUTERONOMY   AND    JOSHUA    TO 

JUDGES 

Deut.  1-31.  In  Deuteronomy  we  find  a  review  or  record 
of  all  the  commandments  and  instructions  that  God  gave 
Moses  for  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  Wilderness.  Moses 
spake  all  of  them  to  the  children  of  Israel  in  his  last  mes- 
sage to  them  and  explained  and  plead  with  the  people  to 
obey  God's  commandments  and  hearken  unto  the  judg- 
ments, and  do  them.  Ye  shall  not  add  unto  the  word 
which  I  command  you,  neither  shall  ye  take  from  it;  keep 
all  therefore,  and  do  them.  This  is  your  wisdom  and 
your  understanding  in  the  sight  of  all  the  nations. 

The  Lord  shall  scatter  you  among  other  nations,  and 
ye  shall  be  left  few  in  number;  but  if  from  thence  ye  shall 
seek  the  Lord  thy  God,  thou  shalt  find  Him,  if  thou  search 
after  Him  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul.  Know 
therefore  that  the  Lord  thy  God,  He  is  God,  the  faithful 
God,  which  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  with  them 
that  love  Him  and  keep  His  commandments  to  a  thousand 
generations,_^and  repayeth  them  that  hate  Him  to  destroy 
them. 

Therefore,  lay  up  these,  my  words,  in  your  heart  and 
in  your  soul;  and  ye  shall  bind  them  on  your  hand  for  a 
reminder;  and  ye  shall  teach  them  to  your  children,  talking 
of  them  at  all  times.  The  secret  things  belong  to  the  Lord 
our  God,  but  the  things  that  are  revealed  belong  unto  us 
and  to  our  children  forever,  that  we  may  do  all  the  words 
of  this  law. 

Deut.  31.  When  Moses  spake  all  the  words  of  the  Lord 
to  the  children  of  Israel,  he  said  unto  them:  ''I  am  an 
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hundred  and  twenty  years  old  this  day;  I  can  no  more  go 
out  and  come  in  before  you,  and  the  Lord  hath  said  unto 
me,  Thou  shalt  not  go  over  this  Jordan.  The  Lord  thy 
God,  He  will  go  over  before  thee,  and  He  will  destroy  these 
nations  from  before  thee,  and  thou  shalt  possess  them;  and 
Joshua,  he  shall  go  over  before  thee,  as  the  Lord  hath  said. 
Be  strong  and  of  good  courage,  fear  not,  nor  be  afraid  of 
them;  for  the  Lord  thy  God  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake 
thee." 

And  Moses  wrote  all  this  law  and  dehvered  it  unto  the 
priests,  the  sons  of  Levi,  which  bare  the  Ark  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  the  Lord,  and  unto  all  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  com- 
manded them  to  put  it  beside  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  of 
the  Lord  their  God,  that  it  might  be  there  for  a  witness 
against  them. 

Deut.  32- Joshua.  Moses  wrote  a  song  as  commanded, 
and  taught  it  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  then  gave  a 
blessing  to  each  tribe.  Then  Moses  went  up  from  the 
Plains  of  Moab  unto  Mount  Nebo,  to  the  top  of  Pisgah, 
and  saw  the  Promised  Land.  So  Moses  the  servant  of  the 
Lord  died  there,  and  the  prince  of  angels  buried  him  in  the 
valley  in  the  land  of  Moab;  no  man  knoweth  his  sepulcher 
unto  this  day. 

The  children  of  Israel  wept  for  Moses  thirty  days  and 
there  hath  not  arisen  a  prophet  since,  in  Israel,  like  unto 
Moses  whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face. 

THE    CONQUEST   OF   CANAAN 

Joshua  1.  After  the  death  of  Moses  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Joshua,  saying,  ''Arise,  go  over  this  Jordan,  thou,  and  all 
this  people;  as  I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee, 
I  wiU  not  fail  thee  nor  forsake  thee.  Be  strong  and  very 
courageous  to  observe  to  do  according  to  all  the  law,  which 
Moses,  my  servant,   commanded  thee;    turn  not  to  the 
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right,  or  to  the  left.  This  book  of  law  shall  not  depart 
out  of  thy  mouth,  thou  shalt  meditate  therein  day  and 
night,  for  then  thou  shalt  make  thy  way  prosperous  and 
have  good  success." 

And  Joshua  commanded  the  officers  of  the  people,  say- 
ing, Prepare  you  victuals,  for  within  three  days  ye  are  to 
pass  over  this  Jordan  to  possess  the  land  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  giveth  thee. 

Joshua  2.  Joshua  sent  out  two  men  secretly  to  view  the 
land  as  far  as  Jericho,  and  they  came  to  the  house  of  Rahab 
and  spent  the  night  there.  When  it  was  told  the  king,  he 
sent  unto  Rahab  and  said.  Bring  forth  the  men;  but  she 
hid  them  on  the  roof  with  stalks  of  flax.  She  had  heard  of  the 
wondrous  works  of  God  and  she  came  to  the  men  and  asked 
that  she  and  her  house  should  be  saved,  alive.  And  they 
said,  ^'Our  lives  for  yours,  if  ye  utter  not  our  business." 
She  let  them  escape,  and  bound  the  scarlet  cord  in  the 
window  as  a  token. 

Joshua  3-6.  And  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning, 
and  they  all  removed  and  came  to  the  Jordan  river,  and 
God  said,  '^  Behold  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord 
of  all  the  earth  passeth  over  before  you  into  Jordan.  Twelve 
men,  one  from  every  tribe,  shall  bear  it,  and  when  they  come 
near  to  Jordan,  and  the  feet  of  the  priests  dip  into  the 
brink  of  the  water,  the  waters  that  come  down  from  above, 
shall  stand  and  rise  up  in  one  heap;  and  the  people  shall 
pass  over,  and  the  priests  that  bear  the  Ark  shall  stand 
firm  on  dry  gi-ound;  until  the  nations  pass  over  Jordan." 

The  Lord  said  to  Joshua,  ''Call  to  the  twelve  men  and 
say  to  them,  Take  you  up  every  man  of  you  a  stone 
from  where  thy  feet  stood  on  dry  ground,  and  carry  them 
over  with  you  unto  the  other  side  of  Jordan,  and  put  them 
in  a  pile  as  a  monument;  and  it  is  there  unto  this  day  as  a 
memorial,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth  may  know  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  that  it  is  mighty."    The  law  of  circum- 
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cision  was  renewed  and  the  Passover  kept  in  a  place  called 
Gilgal. 

Joshua  6-9.  Now,  the  gates  of  Jericho  were  kept  shut, 
because  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  the  Lord  said  unto 
Joshua,  I  have  given  unto  thee  Jericho,  and  the  king  and 
all  the  men  of  valour.  God  directed  the  manner  in  which 
the  city  was  to  be  taken,  and  commanded  all  that  was  in 
the  city  should  be  destroyed,  except  Rahab  and  her  house- 
hold, because  she  saved  the  messengers. 

But  the  children  of  Israel  committed  a  sin,  for  Achan, 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  took  and  hid  some  of  the  spoils  of 
Jericho  which  God  had  commanded  to  be  destroyed.  The 
silver  and  gold  were  to  go  into  the  treasury,  but  he  took 
silver  and  gold  and  robes  and  hid  them  secretly  in  his 
own  tent.  When  Israel  fought  to  take  the  city  of  Ai,  the 
men  of  Ai  smote  them  and  Israel  fled  before  them.  Joshua 
fell  on  his  face  and  called  on  the  Lord  for  help.  The  Lord 
told  Joshua  to  get  up,  and  sanctify  the  people,  and  destroy 
the  sin  that  was  in  their  midst.  Joshua  commanded  each 
man  to  pass  before  him,  and  Achan  confessed  his  sin;  he 
and  all  his  house  were  stoned  and  destroyed. 

Then  the  Lord  said  to  Joshua,  '^Fear  not,  but  take  all 
thy  men  and  go  up  to  Ai;"  and  they  took  the  city,  and 
burnt  it,  and  made  it  desolate  unto  this  day. 

Joshua  built  an  altar,  and  offered  burnt  and  peace  offer- 
ings, and  read  all  the  words  of  the  law  to  the  people. 
Joshua  9-13.  The  kings  of  Canaan  all  joined  together  to 
fight  against  Joshua  and  Israel.  When  the  inhabitants  of 
Gibeon  heard  what  Joshua  had  done  to  Jericho  and  Ai,  they 
disguised  themselves  and  came  to  Joshua  telling  him  they 
were  from  a  far-off  country  and  made  a  covenant  with  him 
to  let  them  dwell  among  Israel.  Joshua  found  they  had 
deceived  him,  that  they  were  his  neighbors,  so  he  made 
them  serve  Israel  as  hewers  of  stone  and  drawers  of  water. 
Then  the  kings  united  to  kill  the  people  of  Gibeon  who 
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sent  to  Joshua  for  help.  God  fought  a  great  battle  for 
Israel.  ''The  Sun  stood  still  upon  Gibeon  about  a  whole 
day.'; 

Five  kings  hid  in  a  cave  and  were  killed  by  Joshua.  So 
Joshua  took  all  the  land  that  had  warred  against  Israel, 
and  the  land  had  rest  from  war. 

Joshua  13-23.  Joshua  was  old  and  stricken  in  years  and 
the  Lord  said  unto  him,  ''There  remaineth  yet  very  much 
land  to  possess,  but  I  will  drive  out  the  enemy  before  the 
children  of  Israel;  only  divide  thou  it  unto  Israel  for  an 
inheritance  as  I  have  commanded  thee." 

So  Joshua  divided  the  land  to  each  tribe  and  gave  them 
their  portion.  Joshua  blessed  Caleb  and  gave  him  Mount 
Hebron  for  an  inheritance.  They  set  up  the  tabernacle  at 
Shiloh,  and  then  divided  the  rest  of  the  land  and  appointed 
their  cities  of  refuge  and  cities  for  the  Levites.  They  built 
an  altar  for  a  testimony,  as  a  witness  between  them  for 
their  portion  of  land. 

Joshua  23- Judges.  Joshua  called  for  all  Israel  and  gave 
them  his  last  message,  saying:  '^Be  courageous,  and  keep 
and  do  all  that  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,  and  love 
the  Lord  thy  God."  He  told  them  what  God  had  done  for 
them,  and  what  He  would  do,  if  they  did  as  He  commanded, 
and  served  Him.  The  people  answered  and  said,  God  forbid 
that  we  should  forsake  the  Lord  to  serve  other  gods.  Joshua 
made  a  covenant  with  the  people  and  took  a  stone  and 
said,  Behold,  this  stone  in  Shechem  be  a  witness  against 
you  lest  you  deny  your  God. 

After  these  things,  Joshua,  being  one  hundred  and  ten 
years  old,  died,  and  they  buried  him  in  the  hill  country  of 
Ephraim.  The  bones  of  Joseph  which  they  brought  up 
from  Egypt  were  buried  in  Shechem.  And  Eleazar,  the 
son  of  Aaron,  died  and  was  buried  in  Ephraim. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  What  does  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  contain  and  by  whom 
was  it  given? 

2.  What  was  Moses'  last  message  to  Israel,  where  did  he  die  and 
by  whom  was  he  buried? 

3.  Who  was  his  successor  and  what  was  he  to  do? 

4.  How  did  the  children  of  Israel  cross  the  Jordan? 

5.  What  did  they  have  for  a  memorial? 

6.  What  caused  the  fall  of  Jericho,  who  directed  it,  and  what  was 
the  plan? 

7.  What  sin  did  Israel  commit,  and  with  what  result? 

8.  What  was  Joshua's  last  duty  and  his  last  message? 
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The  Rule  of  the  Judges 

Joshua  had  no  successor.  After  his  death  each  tribe 
acted  independently.  There  was  no  capital  and  no  fixed 
government. 

There  was  no  unity  of  action  except  in  time  of  danger, 
when  the  tribes  combined  for  common  good.  When  the 
people  sinned  against  God  their  enemies  defeated  them  and 
ruled  them.  When  in  their  distress  they  sought  the  Lord, 
He  sent  great  leaders  called  judges  who  delivered  them 
from  their  enemies.  The  leading  judges  were,  Deborah, 
Gideon,  Jephthah,  Eli  and  Samuel  the  last  and  best  of  them 
all. 

Judges  1-4.  The  first  to  drive  out  the  enemy  from  the 
land  was  Judah,  who  took  his  brother  Simeon  with  him, 
and  fought  and  took  Jerusalem  and  smote  it  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword  and  set  it  on  fire.  Afterward,  Judah  went 
with  Simeon  to  the  south  and  smote  the  inhabitants.  The 
Lord  was  with  Judah  and  he  had  success.  The  children  of 
Benjamin  did  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants.  The  house 
of  Joseph  went  up  against  Bethel  and  the  Lord  was  with 
them  and  they  drove  out  the  enemy.  Manasseh  did  not 
drive  out  the  inhabitants,  neither  did  Zebulun,  Asher, 
Naphtali  or  Dan. 

The  messenger  or  angel  of  the  Lord  oame  up  from  Gilgal 
to  a  place  called  Bochim  and  said:  "I  will  never  break  my 
covenant  with  thee,  which  was  that  ye  shall  make  no 
covenant  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  land,  and  ye  were  to 
break  down  their  altars,  but  ye  have  not  hearkened  unto 
my  voice;    therefore  I  will  not  drive  them  out,  but  they 
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shall  be  as  pricks  in  your  eyes  and  as  thorns  in  your  sides 
and  their  god  shall  be  a  snare  unto  you  and  what  I  thought 
to  do  unto  them  I  will  do  unto  you"  (Numbers  33:  55 
and  56). 

The  generations  that  knew  Joshua  were  all  dead  and 
there  arose  another  which  knew  not  the  Lord,  and  what  He 
had  done  for  them;  and  they  forsook  the  Lord  and  served 
other  gods  and  God  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  their 
enemies,  as  the  Lord  had  sworn  unto  them  in  His  covenant 
(Leviticus  26),  and  they  were  sore  distressed. 

Then  the  Lord  raised  up  judges  and  the  Lord  was  with 
the  judges,  and  saved  them  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemy 
all  the  days  of  the  judge,  for  it  repented  the  Lord,  because 
of  their  groaning  and  distress. 

But  when  the  judge  died  the  people  turned  back  and 
did  more  wickedly  than  their  fathers,  in  following  other 
gods.  They  ceased  not  from  their  stubborn  ways,  and  the 
Lord  said,  ' 'Because  this  nation  has  transgressed  my  cove- 
nant, and  not  hearkened  unto  my  voice,  I  will  not  drive 
out  from  before  them  the  nations  which  Joshua  left  when 
he  died.  That  by  them  I  may  prove  Israel"  (Deut.  8:18), 
whether  they  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord  to  walk  therein  or 
not. 

The  children  of  Israel  mingled  with  the  Canaanites  and 
served  their  gods,  then  the  Lord  sold  them  unto  the  king 
of  Mesopotamia  and  the  children  of  Israel  served  them 
eight  years. 

Israel  cried  unto  tlcie  Lord  for  help,  who  raised  up  a 
saviour  Othniel,  and  saved  them  from  their  enemies.  The 
land  had  rest  forty  years.  Israel  joined  with  the  Moabites 
and  God  delivered  them  into  their  hands,  and  Israel  served 
Moab  eighteen  years.  They  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  Ehud 
saved  them,  and  killed  the  king  with  a  two-edged  sword 
and  the  land  had  rest  eighty  years.  Shamgar  smote  the 
Philistines  and  saved  Israel. 
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Judges  4-6.  Wlien  the  judge  died  the  people  sinned  again 
and  were  sold  unto  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan;  the  captain  of 
his  army  was  Sisera,  and  they  made  Israel  to  serve  them 
twenty  years. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord  for  help. 
Now  Deborah,  a  prophetess,  judged  Israel  at  that  time 
and  the  children  of  Israel  came  up  to  her  for  judgment. 
She  called  Barak  and  said:  "The  Lord  hath  said,  take  ten 
thousand  men  and  go  unto  Mount  Tabor  and  God  will 
deliver  Sisera  unto  thee."  Barak  said  unto  her:  ''If  thou 
wilt  go  with  me,  then  I  will  go;  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go 
with  me,  I  will  not  go;  because  he  knew  that  the  Lord  was 
with  the  judge." 

So  Deborah  went  with  Barak,  and  the  Lord  confused 
Sisera  and  his  host,  and  they  fled  by  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
and  not  a  man  was  left.  Sisera  got  down  from  his  chariot 
and  fled  to  the  tent  of  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber,  for  there 
was  peace  between  King  Jabin  and  the  house  of  Heber. 
Sisera  was  very  weary  and  asked  for  a  drink.  Jael  gave  it 
to  him  and  a  deep  sleep  fell  upon  him,  and  Jael  took  a 
hammer  and  ten  pin  and  drove  it  into  his  temples,  and  he 
died,  and  she  showed  him  to  Barak. 

So  God  subdued  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  that  day. 
Deborah  gave  the  children  of  Israel  a  parable  in  song,  and 
the  land  had  rest  for  forty  years. 

Judges  6  to  9.  The  children  of  Israel  sinned  again  and 
were  taken  captive  by  the  Midianites,  who  were  cruel  to 
them  and  who  destroyed  all  they  had  for  seven  years. 
They  cried  unto  the  Lord  who  sent  a  prophet,  an  angel  of 
the  Lord,  to  them,  saying:  ''I  brought  you  out  of  Egypt, 
out  of  the  house  of  bondage;  and  delivered  you  out  of  the 
hands  of  all  that  oppressed  you;  and  drove  them  out  from 
before  you  and  gave  you  their  land,  and  said,  I  am  the 
Lord  your  God,  fear  no  other  god;  but  ye  hearkened  not 
unto  my  voice." 
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The  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  Gideon,  who  was 
beating  out  wheat  in  a  wine-press  to  hide  it  from  the 
Midianites,  and  said,  The  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  mighty 
man  of  valour;  and  he  talked  to  him,  and  told  him  to 
go  in  his  might  and  save  Israel.  Gideon  built  an  altar  and 
prepared  an  offering,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  touched 
it  with  his  staff  and  there  went  fire  out  of  the  rock  and 
consumed  the  offering. 

Then  Gideon  believed,  and  the  Lord  said,  "Peace  be  unto 
thee,  take  thy  father's  bullock  and  throw  down  the  altar 
of  Baal  that  thy  father  hath,  and  cut  down  the  image  that 
is  by  it."  So  Gideon  took  ten  men  and  did  as  God  had 
said;  and  when  the  men  of  the  city  saw  that  the  altar  of 
Baal  was  broken  down,  they  said,  "Gideon,  the  son  of 
Joash,  has  done  this  thing,  bring  him  out  that  he  may  die." 
And  Joash  said,  "Will  ye  plead  for  Baal?  Let  him  plead  for 
himself." 

Then  all  the  Midianites,  and  Amalekites  and  others  as- 
sembled themselves  together,  and  Gideon  sent  messengers 
to  the  children  of  Israel  to  come  together.  Gideon  said 
unto  God,  If  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by  my  hand,  show  me. 
I  will  put  fleeced  wool  on  the  threshing  floor  and  if  there 
be  dew  on  the  fleece  only  and  dry  on  the  ground,  then  I 
shall  know.  In  the  morning,  it  was  so.  Then  he  said 
again,  Let  it  be  dry  on  the  fleece  only  and  wet  on  the 
ground,  and  it  was  so. 

Then  Gideon  and  all  the  people  rose  up  to  take  the 
Midianites.  But  God  said.  There  are  too  many  men 
going  and  they  will  say  against  me,  that  they  saved  them- 
selves by  their  own  hand.  And  God  said  to  Gideon,  say 
to  the  people,  whosoevet  is  fearful  let  him  turn  back;  and 
a  great  many  turned  back,  and  God  said  there  are  yet  too 
many.  I  will  show  thee  who  shall  go.  Bring  the  men  down 
to  the  water  to  drink  and  whosoever  lappeth  the  water 
shall  go,  and  there  were  three  hundred  men  who  drank  in 
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that  manner.  And  God  said,  by  this  number  of  men  will 
I  save  you.     And  Gideon  sent  all  the  rest  back  to  his  tent. 

The  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  Get  thee  down  into  the 
camp  of  the  Midianites  and  hear  what  they  say,  and  he 
heard  one  man  telling  another  his  dreams.  The  fellow  said. 
This  is  nothing  else  than  the  sword  of  Gideon,  a  man  of 
Israel;  into  his  hand  God  hath  delivered  Midian  and  all 
the  hosts.  Gideon  heard  the  interpretation  of  the  dream 
and  believed  and  worshiped  God;  and  he  took  Midian. 
They  killed  the  princes,  and  pursued  the  kings,  and  slew 
them.  Then  Israel  said  to  Gideon,  Rule  over  us,  and 
thy  son  after  thee,  for  thou  hast  saved  us  out  of  the  hand 
of  Midian. 

Gideon  said  unto  them,  I  will  not  rule  over  you,  neither 
shall  my  son  rule  over  you.  The  Lord  shall  rule  over  you. 
Gideon  made  a  request,  and  the  people  willingly  gave  all 
their  earnings  and  with  them  the  spoils  of  the  kings  of  the 
Midianites.  He  made  an  Ephod  of  them,  and  put  it  in  his 
city,  and  Israel  worshiped  it  there,  and  it  became  a  snare 
unto  Gideon  and  his  house.  Midian  was  subdued  and  the 
land  had  rest  forty  years.  As  soon  as  Gideon  was  dead 
Israel  turned  again  and  served  Baal,  and  forgot  God  and 
showed  no  kindness  to  the  house  of  Gideon  which  was  good 
to  them. 

Judges  9-11.  Now  Abimelech,  a  son  of  Gideon,  went  to 
Shechem  unto  his  mother's  brothers  and  spake  with  all  of 
them  saying,  Speak  unto  all  the  men  of  Shechem  whether 
it  is  better  to  have  ten  persons  rule  over  them,  or  that  one 
rule  over  them.  They  were  inclined  to  follow  Abimelech, 
and  gave  him  money  and  he  hired  vain  and  worthless 
fellows  which  followed  him.  He  went  to  his  father's  house 
and  slew  all  his  brothers  but  Jotham,  the  youngest,  who  hid 
himself. 

The  men  of  Shechem  made  Abimelech  king,  and  when 
they  told  it  to  Jotham  he  went  to  the  top  of  the  mount 
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and  cried  unto  the  people  in  a  parable,  telling  them  what 
they  had  done  and  what  would  happen  to  them.  Abimelech 
was  prince  over  Israel  three  years.  God  sent  an  evil  spirit 
between  them  and  the  men  of  Shechem  dealt  treacherously 
with  Abimelech,  and  he  called  men  and  fought  with  the  men 
of  Shechem  and  they  fled  to  a  tower  for  safety. 

When  Abimelech  went  to  burn  the  door,  a  woman  cast  a 
millstone  down  and  it  crushed  Abimelech's  skull.  He  called 
hastily  to  a  man  to  kill  him  that  it  be  not  said  that  a  woman 
had  killed  him.  Thus  God  requited  the  wickedness  of 
Abimelech,  which  he  did  to  his  father  in  slaying  his  broth- 
ers. Upon  the  men  of  Shechem  came  the  curse  of  Jotham. 
After  Abimelech,  Tola  saved  Israel  and  judged  twenty-three 
years.     After  him  Jair  judged  Israel  twenty-two  years. 

And  again  Israel  turned  away  and  served  other  gods 
and  forsook  the  Lord,  who  sold  them  unto  the  Philistines 
and  Amorites,  and  they  oppressed  Israel  eighteen  years, 
and  they  were  sore  distressed  and  cried  unto  the  Lord, 
saying.  We  have  sinned,  and  He  said  unto  them,  I  have 
saved  you  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  and  ye  have 
forsaken  me;  go  cry  unto  the  gods  which  ye  have  chosen, 
let  them  save  you  in  time  of  your  distress.  They  plead 
and  said.  Only  dehver  us,  we  pray;  and  they  put  away 
the  strange  gods  and  served  the  Lord,  whose  soul  was 
grieved  for  the  misery  of  Israel. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  After  Joshua  died,  what  were  the  people  commanded  to  do? 

2.  What  tribes  did  not  do  as  commanded,  and  what  was  the 
result? 

3.  Why  were  the  people  ruled  by  their  enemies,  and  who  saved 
them? 

4.  Who  was  Deborah,  and  what  did  she  do? 

5/  When  Midian  oppressed  Israel,  who  was  sent  to  save  them, 
and  how  did  he  do  it? 

6.  After  his  death,  what  did  his  son  do  and  with  what  result? 

7.  Who  else  judged  Israel  and  what  did  God  tell  the  people? 


LESSON  20.    JUDGES  11  TO  RUTH 

The  Eule  of  the  Judges  (Continued) 

Judges  11-13.  The  children  of  Ammon  camped  in  Gilead. 
The  princes  of  Gilead  said,  The  man  that  will  fight  against 
Ammon  shall  be  head  over  all  Gilead,  who  were  descendants 
of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh.  Jephthah  was  of  the  house  of 
Gilead.  His  haK  brothers  drove  him  out  and  said,  Thou 
shalt  not  inherit  in  our  father's  house.  It  came  to  pass, 
that  when  the  children  of  Ammon  made  war  against  Israel, 
the  elders  of  Israel  went  to  Jephthah,  a  mighty  man  of 
valour,  and  said.  Come  and  be  our  chief.  He  said  unto 
them.  Did  you  not  hate  me  and  drive  me  out  of  my  fa- 
ther's house?  But  they  said.  We  are  turned  to  thee  now, 
and  wiU  make  thee  head  and  chief  over  us. 

So  Jephthah  went  with  them  and  spake  all  these  things 
before  the  Lord  in  Mizpeh,  and  he  sent  messengers  unto 
the  King  of  Ammon,  asking  why  he  came  to  war  against 
the  children  of  Israel.  The  king  answered  because  Israel 
took  away  my  land  when  they  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 
Jephthah  sent  word  back,  that  Israel  did  not  take  the 
land  of  Moab  nor  the  land  of  Ammon  when  they  came  out 
of  Egypt,  but  asked  to  pass  through  the  land  and  you 
would  not  let  them.  So  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  de- 
livered the  people  into  the  hand  of  Israel  and  they  possessed 
the  land. 

So  now  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  hath  dispossessed 
the  Amorites  from  before  his  people,  and  shouldest  thou 
possess  it?  So  whomsoever  the  Lord  our  God  hath  dis- 
possessed from  before  us  them  will  we  possess.     I  therefore 
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have  not  sinned  against  thee,  and  thou  dost  me  wrong  to 
war  against  me.  The  I^ord,  the  Judge,  be  judge  this  day 
between  Israel  and  Ammon. 

But  Ammon  hearkened  not  to  the  word  Jephthah  sent 
him.  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jephthah,  who 
made  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  said.  If  thou  wilt  indeed 
deliver  the  children  of  Ammon  into  mine  hand,  it  shall 
be,  that  whosoever  cometh  forth  out  of  my  house  to  meet 
me  when  I  return  in  peace  from  the  children  of  Ammon;  it 
shall  be  the  Lord's,  and  I  will  offer  it  up  for  a  burnt  offering. 

So  the  Lord  delivered  the  children  of  Ammon  into 
Jephthah's  hand  and  he  conquered  them  before  the  children 
of  Israel.  And  Jephthah  came  to  his  house  in  Mizpeh,  and, 
behold,  his  daughter,  an  only  child,  came  to  meet  him. 
When  he  saw  her  he  rent  his  clothes  for  he  remembered  his 
vow  unto  the  Lord.  When  he  told  her,  she  said.  Do  unto 
me  accordingly  as  thou  hast  spoken  unto  the  Lord,  because 
He  has  taken  vengeance  for  thee  upon  thine  enemies. 

Ephraim  went  against  Jephthah  and  went  over  Jor- 
dan; a  great  many  of  Ephraim  were  slain.  Jephthah 
judged  Israel  six  years  and  died.  Three  judges  followed 
him  as  judges  of  Israel. 

Judges  13-17.  Again,  Israel  sinned  and  was  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  forty  years.  There  was  a  man 
of  the  house  of  Dan  whose  name  was  Manoah.  The  Lord 
appeared  unto  Manoah's  wife,  and  said  unto  her.  Drink 
no  wine  or  strong  drink  nor  eat  anything  unclean,  for 
thou  shalt  bear  a  son,  and  no  razor  shall  come  upon  his 
head;  for  the  child  shall  belong  to  God  from  his  birth,  and 
he  shaU  begin  to  save  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philis- 
tines. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  woman  bare  a  son  and 
called  his  name  Samson,  and  the  child  grew  and  the  Lord 
blessed  him.  And  when  he  was  grown  he  went  down  to  a 
place  called  Timnath,  and  saw  a  woman  that  pleased  him. 
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He  told  his  father  and  mother  to  get  her  for  his  wife.  They 
tried  to  persuade  him  to  get  a  wife  from  his  own  people, 
instead  of  a  Philistine.  They  knew  not  that  it  was  of  the 
Lord;  for  He  sought  an  occasion  against  the  Phihstines,  for 
they  ruled  Israel. 

Samson  and  his  father  and  mother  went  down  to  Tim- 
nath  and  they  came  to  a  vineyard,  and  a  young  lion  sprang 
at  Samson.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon 
him,  and  he  tore  it  asunder  as  he  would  have  torn  a  kid, 
and  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand.  He  told  not  his  father 
or  mother  what  he  had  done.  They  went  to  see  the  woman 
of  Samson's  choice,  and  when  he  went  to  bring  her,  he 
turned  aside  to  see  the  carcase  of  the  lion.  There  was  a 
swarm  of  bees  in  the  body  and  honey.  He  took  the  honey 
in  his  hand  and  ate  it  as  he  went,  but  told  no  one. 

It  was  the  custom  at  a  marriage  to  make  a  feast  for 
seven  days,  and  they  brought  thirty  companions,  and  Sam- 
son said,  Let  me  put  forth  a  riddle.  His  companions  were 
to  guess  it  before  the  feast  was  over.  They  said  unto 
Samson's  wife,  entice  thy  husband  that  he  may  tell  us  the 
riddle.  She  wept  and  plead  with  him  until  he  told  her, 
and  she  told  it  to  her  people;  then  Samson  gave  the  new 
garments  to  his  companions  as  agreed.  When  he  returned 
the  father  of  Samson's  wife  had  given  her  to  another  man. 
This  angered  Samson  and  he  said,  This  time  I  shaU  be  at 
quits  with  the  Philistines  when  I  do  them  a  mischief.  He 
caught  three  hundred  foxes,  and  turned  tail  to  tail,  and  tied 
firebrands  between  every  two  tails.  He  lighted  the  fire- 
brands and  let  the  foxes  go  into  the  standing  corn  of  the 
Philistines.  The  shocks  and  all  the  standing  corn  was 
destroyed.  The  Philistines  sought  to  bind  him,  but  he 
had  gone  to  the  top  of  the  rock  Etam.  The  men  of  Judah 
were  afraid  of  the  Phihstines  and  brought  him  down  bound. 
When  the  Phihstines  saw  him  they  shouted.  The  spirit 
of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  him  and  the  ropes  dropped 
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off  his  hands,  and  he  found  a  new  jawbone  of  an  ass,  and 
he  put  forth  his  hand  and  took  it,  and  smote  a  thousand 
men. 

And  it  came  to  pass  afterguards  that  Samson  loved  a 
woman  whose  name  was  Delilah,  and  the  lord  of  the  Philis- 
tines came  unto  her  and  said.  Entice  Samson  to  tell  thee 
wherein  his  great  strength  lieth,  that  we  may  bind  him  to 
humble  him;  and  we  will  give  thee,  every  one  of  us,  eleven 
hundred  pieces  of  silver. 

So  Delilah  asked  Samson  to  tell  her  and  he  deceived 
her  three  times.  Then  she  urged  him  daily  to  tell  her, 
and  he  finally  told  her  all  his  heart,  and  said.  There  hath 
not  come  a  razor  upon  mine  head,  for  I  have  belonged  to 
God  from  my  birth;  if  it  be  shaven  my  strength  will  go 
from  me,  and  I  shall  become  weak  like  any  other  man. 
Then  she  sent  and  called  for  the  lords  of  the  Philistines, 
saying,  Come  up  this  once,  for  he  hath  told  me  all  his 
heart;  and  they  came  and  brought  her  the  money.  She 
made  Samson  sleep  upon  her  knees,  and  she  called  for  the 
men,  and  they  shaved  off  seven  locks  of  his  hair;  and  she 
began  to  humble  him,  and  his  strength  went  from  him. 

When  he  awoke  from  his  sleep,  he  said,  I  will  go  out 
and  shake  myself,  for  he  wist  not  that  the  Lord  had  de- 
parted from  him.  The  Philistines  laid  hold  of  him  and 
put  out  his  eyes,  and  he  did  grind  in  the  prison  house. 
However,  the  hair  of  his  head  began  to  grow  again. 

Now,  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves 
together  to  offer  a  great  sacrifice  unto  Dagon,  their  god; 
and  to  rejoice  for  they  said.  Our  god  hath  delivered  Samson 
into  our  hands;  our  enemy  and  the  destroyer  of  our  coun- 
try, which  hath  slain  many  of  us.  And  it  came  to  pass 
when  their  hearts  were  merry  they  said.  Call  for  Samson, 
that  he  may  make  sport  for  us.  So  they  brought  him  out 
of  the  prison  house  and  set  him  between  the  pillars.  Sam- 
son said  to  the  lad  who  led  him,  Let  me  feel  the  pillars 
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whereupon  the  house  resteth;   that  I  may  lean  upon  them. 

Now,  the  house  was  full  of  men  and  women,  and  all  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  were  there;  and  upon  the  roof  were 
about  three  thousand  men  and  women.  Samson  called 
unto  the  Lord  for  strength,  that  he  might  be  avenged  of 
the  Philistines  for  his  two  eyes.  And  Samson  took  hold 
of  the  two  pillars  and  said.  Let  me  die  with  the  Philistines; 
and  he  bowed  himself  with  all  his  might,  and  the  house 
fell  upon  the  lords  and  all  the  people. 

So  the  dead  which  he  slew  at  his  death  were  more  than 
he  slew  in  his  life.  His  brothers  came  down  and  brought 
him  up  and  buried  him  in  the  burying  place  of  Manoah,  his 
father.  Samson  judged  Israel  twenty  years. 
Judges  17-19.  There  was  a  man  of  Ephraim  whose  name 
was  Micah  who  set  up  idolatry  in  his  house,  and  conse- 
crated one  of  his  sons  to  be  his  priest.  In  those  days  there 
was  no  king  in  Israel,  every  man  did  that  which  was  right 
in  his  own  eyes.  There  was  a  man  who  dwelt  in  Judah,  a 
Levite;  he  journeyed  to  find  a  place,  and  he  came  to  the 
house  of  Micah.  Micah  paid  him  to  be  his  priest,  so  he 
dwelt  there  with  him. 

In  those  days  the  tribe  of  Dan  sought  them  an  inherit- 
ance to  dweU  in,  for  unto  that  day  their  inheritance  had 
not  fallen  unto  them  among  the  tribes  of  Israel,  because 
they  did  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  from  their  portion. 
They  sent  five  men  from  their  whole  number  to  spy  out 
and  search  the  land,  and  they  came  to  the  hill  country  of 
Ephraim  into  the  home  of  Micah  and  lodged  there.  When 
they  heard  the  Levite  speak,  they  asked  him  why  he  was 
there,  and  he  told  them.  Then  they  asked  him  to  ask 
counsel  of  God,  whether  their  way  should  be  prosperous, 
and  he  said,  Go  in  peace.  They  continued  their  journey 
and  came  to  Laish  and  saw  that  the  people  dwelt  quiet 
and  secure;  and  there  was  no  magistrate  in  the  land  that 
might  put  them  to  shame  in  anything. 
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So  the  five  men  returned  to  their  brethren,  and  said, 
Let  us  go  up  against  the  people;  and  they  went  with  six 
hundred  men  of  war;  and  when  they  came  unto  the  house 
of  Micah  they  stole  his  gods,  and  enticed  the  Levite  to  go 
with  them  and  be  the  priest  of  a  tribe  instead  of  one  house; 
and  he  went  with  them.  They  came  to  Laish  up  to  a  people 
quiet  and  secure,  and  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword  and  burnt  the  city.  They  rebuilt  the  city  and  dwelt 
therein,  and  called  the  city  Dan  after  their  father  who  was 
born  unto  Israel.  They  set  up  for  themselves  Micah's 
graven  image,  which  he  made,  and  worshiped  it  until  the 
day  of  captivity  of  the  land;  all  the  time  that  the  house  of 
God  was  in  Shiloh. 

Judges  19-Ruth.  Now,  a  Levite  took  his  concubine  and 
they  journeyed  through  the  land  of  Benjamin.  They 
lodged  in  a  place  called  Gibeah  and  the  men  of  that  place 
committed  a  great  sin.  The  Levite  sent  word  to  all  the 
children  of  Israel  to  consider  it,  and  take  counsel,  and 
speak  what  should  be  done. 

So  they  all  assembled,  and  took  counsel,  and  sent  word 
to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  for  the  men  who  did  wickedly, 
that  they  should  be  put  to  death,  but  they  hearkened  not 
to  them.  Then  Israel  had  war  with  Benjamin  and  burned 
all  their  cities.  Israel  then  repented  and  mourned  that 
one  tribe  would  be  blotted  out;  so  they  ceased  the  war,  and 
the  men  who  were  left  of  Benjamin  dwelt  in  the  rock  of 
Rimmon.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  Israel  made  peace 
with  them  and  arranged  for  them  to  secure  wives  in  order  to 
restore  their  tribe. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  was  Jephthah,  what  did  he  do,  and  what  happened  to  his 
daughter? 

2.  To  whom  did  the  Lord  appear,  and  to  whom  did  He  make  the 
promise  that  Israel  should  be  saved? 
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3.  What  did  Samson  do,  and  how  did  he  destroy  the  PhiUstines? 

4.  What  did  Micah  do,  and  what  sin  did  the  Levite  commit? 

5.  Why  did  the  house  of  Dan  have  nowhere  to  dwell  at  this  time? 

6.  Where  did  they  go,  and  what  did  they  name  the  city,  and  why? 

7.  What  was  the  sin  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and  how  were  they 
restored? 
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Ruth  1-4.  It  came  to  pass  in  the  days  when  the  judges 
judged  Israel  that  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land  of  Judah 
and  a  certain  man  of  Judah  named  Elimelech,  with  his  wife 
Naomi  and  their  two  sons,  went  to  dwell  in  the  country  of 
Moab.  Elimelech  died  and  his  two  sons  took  them  wives 
of  the  women  of  Moab.  The  name  of  one  was  Orpah,  and 
the  other  was  Ruth,  and  they  dwelt  there  about  ten  years, 
and  both  sons  died.  Then  Naomi  arose  with  her  daughters- 
in-law  to  return  to  her  own  country,  having  heard  that 
the  famine  was  over.  Naomi  said  unto  her  two  daughters- 
in-law,  ''Go,  return  each  to  your  mother's  house;  and  the 
Lord  deal  kindly  with  you,  as  you  hath  dealt  kindly  with 
the  dead  and  with  me."  They  said,  "Nay,  but  we  will 
return  with  thee  unto  thy  people." 

Again  and  again,  Naomi  urged  them  to  return  to  their 
own  people.  Finally,  Orpah  kissed  her  mother-in-law  and 
went  back,  but  Ruth  clave  unto  her  mother-in-law  and 
said,  "Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  for  whither  thou  goest, 
I  will  go;  thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my 
God."  They  went,  and  came  to  Bethlehem  in  the  beginning 
of  the  barley  harvest. 

Naomi  had  a  kinsman  of  her  husband's,  a  mighty  man 
of  wealth,  and  his  name  was  Boaz.  It  came  to  pass,  that 
Ruth  said  to  Naomi,  "Let  me  go  now  to  the  field  and  glean 
ears  of  corn  after  him,  in  whose  sight  I  shall  find  grace." 
Naomi  said,  "Go,  my  daughter."  Ruth  went  and  gleaned 
after  the  reapers,  and  it  happened  to  be  in  the  field  belong- 
ing to  Boaz  who  was  of  the  family  of  Ehmelech. 

82 
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When  Boaz  came  from  Bethlehem  he  asked  his  servants 
who  the  damsel  was;  and  they  told  him  she  was  the  daughter- 
in-law  of  Naomi ;  and  that  she  had  asked  them  if  she  might 
glean  after  the  reapers  among  the  sheaves.  Boaz  said  to 
Ruth,  ''Go  not  to  glean  in  another  field,  but  abide  here  near 
my  maidens,"  and  he  assured  her  protection.  Ruth  said, 
''Why  hast  thou  taken  knowledge  of  me,  seeing  I  am  a 
stranger?"  And  Boaz  said,  "It  hath  fully  been  shown  me 
all  that  thou  hast  done  unto  thy  mother-in-law  since  the 
death  of  thine  husband;  and  how  thou  hast  left  thy  father 
and  thy  mother,  and  the  land  of  thy  nativity,  and  art 
come  unto  a  people  which  thou  knewest  not  heretofore. 
The  Lord  recompense  thy  work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given 
thee  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings  thou  art 
come  to  trust." 

At  meal  time,  Boaz  invited  her  to  eat  with  the  reapers, 
and  they  divided  the  parched  corn  and  gave  her  some;  and 
Boaz  commanded  the  reapers  to  leave  some  of  the  sheaves, 
that  she  might  glean  until  the  end  of  the  harvest.  Ruth 
worked  all  day  and  took  what  she  had  gleaned  to  Naomi, 
and  told  her  all  that  had  happened  that  day.  And  Naomi 
said,  "Blessed  be  he  of  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his 
kindness  to  the  living  and  to  the  dead." 

Naomi  sent  Ruth  to  Boaz  to  be  instructed  what  to  do, 
for  he  was  a  near  kinsman.  Boaz  found  a  man  who  was  a 
nearer  kinsman  than  he,  and  asked  him  to  redeem  the  field  of 
Naomi.  But  he  said,  "I  cannot  redeem  it,  buy  it  for  thy- 
seK."  And  Boaz  said  to  the  elders,  "Ye  are  witnesses  this 
day  that  I  have  bought  all  that  was  Elimelech's,  and  his 
sons',  at  the  hand  of  Naomi.  Moreover,  Ruth  the  Moab- 
itess  have  I  purchased  to  be  my  wife,  to  raise  up  the  name 
of  the  dead  upon  his  inheritance." 

Boaz  took  Ruth,  and  she  became  his  wife;  and  they 
had  a  son.  The  women  said  to  Naomi,  "Blessed  be  the 
Lord  which  hath  not  left  thee  this  day  without  a  kinsman, 
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that  his  name  may  be  famous  in  Israel."  They  called  his 
name  Obed;  he  was  the  father  of  Jesse,  the  father  of  David. 
I  Sam.  1-3.  There  was  a  certain  man  of  Ephraim  whose 
name  was  Elkanah,  he  had  two  wives,  one  was  Hannah 
who  had  no  children.  They  went  up  out  of  their  city  each 
year  to  worship  and  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  in  Shiloh.  Eli 
was  judge  of  Israel  and  his  two  sons  were  priests  unto  the 
Lord  at  that  time. 

Hannah  was  sore  distressed  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord  to 
remember  her,  because  she  was  childless;  and  she  vowed 
a  vow  and  said,  0  Lord  if  thou  wilt  give  me  a  son,  I  will 
give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life  and  there  shall 
no  razor  come  upon  his  head. 

Then  she  went  her  way  and  was  no  more  sad  because 
the  Lord  had  heard  her  prayer  and  granted  her  petition.  It 
came  to  pass  that  she  bare  a  son  and  called  his  name  Samuel, 
saying,  "Because  I  have  asked  him  of  the  Lord."  When 
the  child  was  old  enough,  they  took  him  with  their  offering 
and  brought  him  to  Eli  the  priest  and  said  to  him,  "For 
this  child  I  prayed,  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  peti- 
tion which  I  asked  of  him,  therefore,  I  also  have  given 
him  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  he  liveth."  Hannah  prayed 
unto  the  Lord  a  prayer  of  praise  and  rejoicing.  She  and 
her  husband  went  home  and  left  the  child  to  minister  unto 
the  Lord  before  Eli  the  priest. 

Now  the  sons  of  Eli  were  wicked  and  knew  not  the 
Lord,  and  did  as  they  pleased.  Samuel  ministered  before 
the  Lord,  girded  with  a  linen  ephod.  His  mother  made 
him  a  little  robe  each  year,  and  brought  to  him;  and 
Eli  blessed  Elkanah  and  Hannah  for  their  son,  whom  they 
had  given  unto  the  Lord. 

Eli  was  very  old,  and  when  he  heard  aU  the  evil  his 
sons  did  unto  Israel  he  said,  "Ye  make  the  Lord's  people 
to  transgress.  If  one  man  sin  against  another,  the  judge 
shall  judge  him;   but  if  a  man  sin  against  the  Lord,  who 
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shall  entreat  for  him?"  They  would  not  hearken  unto 
their  father's  words,  and  because  of  this  the  Lord  would 
slay  them. 

The  child  Samuel  grew,  and  found  favor  both  with  the 
Lord  and  with  men.  There  came  a  man  of  God  unto  Eli 
and  rebuked  him,  and  told  him  what  the  Lord  had  done, 
that  He  had  chosen  him  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  be 
his  priest.  Wherefore  did  he  trample  upon  His  sacrifices 
and  offerings?  The  Lord  hath  said.  Thy  house  should 
walk  before  me  forever;  but  now  the  Lord  saith,  Be  it 
far  from  me;  for  them  that  honor  me,  I  will  honor,  and 
they  that  despise  me,  shall  be  lightly  esteemed. 

''Behold,  the  day  is  come  when  part  of  you  shall  be  cut  off, 
and  they  shall  consume  thine  eyes  and  grieve  thine  heart; 
and  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you,  that  in  one  day  both  of 
your  sons  shall  die. 

''And  I  will  raise  me  up  a  faithful  priest  and  build  him  a 
sure  house,  and  he  shall  walk  before  mine  anointed  for- 
ever and  ye  shall  bow  down  to  him  and  ask  for  bread." 
I  Sam.  3-5.  The  child  Samuel  ministered  unto  the  Lord 
before  Eli.  The  word  of  the  Lord  was  rare  in  those  days, 
and  His  visions  were  not  frequent  or  widely  spread.  Samuel 
slept  near  Eli  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  where  the  ark  of 
God  was.  It  came  to  pass  that  one  night  the  Lord  spoke 
to  Samuel  who  said,  "Here  am  I,"  and  ran  to  Eli.  But  Eli 
said  that  he  had  not  called  him.  Three  times  the  Lord 
called. 

Samuel  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  and  did  not  yet 
know  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  neither  was  the  word  of  the 
Lord  revealed  to  him.  When  the  Lord  called  again  and 
Samuel  went  to  Eli,  then  Eli  knew  that  the  Lord  had 
caUed  the  child,  and  told  Samuel  to  say,  "Speak,  Lord,  for 
thy  servant  heareth."  The  Lord  caUed  again  and  Samuel 
did  as  Eli  had  said.  The  Lord  told  him  aU  He  would  do 
to  Eli's  house,  because  of  the  wickedness  of  Eli's  sons,  and 
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because  he  did  not  restrain  them.  In  the  morning  Eli 
called  Samuel,  and  asked  him  what  the  Lord  had  said  to 
him,  and  Samuel  told  him  everything. 

Samuel  grew  and  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  all  Israel, 
from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  knew  that  Samuel  was  selected  to 
be  a  prophet  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  revealed  himself 
again  to  Samuel  in  Shiloh,  and  the  word  which  the  Lord 
had  spoken  to  him  came  to  all  Israel. 

Now  Israel  went  out  to  battle  against  the  Philistines, 
who  smote  them.  About  four  thousand  were  slain,  and 
Israel  said.  Let  us  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord,  out  of  Shiloh,  unto  us  that  it  may  save  us  out  of  the 
hands  of  our  enemies.  So  they  brought  the  ark,  and  the 
two  sons  of  Eli  were  with  it.  They  came  unto  the  camp, 
and  when  Israel  saw  the  ark  they  shouted  a  great  shout. 
When  the  PhiHstines  heard  it,  they  said,  0  ye  Philistines, 
be  not  servants  of  the  Hebrews,  but  fight  Hke  men;  and 
they  fought  and  smote  Israel  so  that  every  man  fled  to  his 
tent,  and  the  PhiHstines  took  the  ark  of  God  and  slew  the 
two  sons  of  Eli. 

A  man  of  Benjamin,  out  of  the  army  of  Israel,  ran  and 
came  to  Shiloh  and  told  what  had  happened.  All  the  city 
cried  out,  and  the  man  hastened  and  told  Eli,  and  when 
he  told  him  that  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  Eli  feU  from 
off  his  seat  backwards,  and  broke  his  neck,  and  he  died. 
Eli  judged  Israel  forty  years. 

I  Sam.  5-8.  The  Philistines  took  the  ark  of  God  and 
brought  it  unto  the  house  of  Dagon  and  set  it  by  Dagon 
their  god,  and  in  the  morning  they  found  Dagon  fallen  upon 
his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  They 
set  it  up  again  and  the  next  morning  the  head  and  both 
palms  were  cut  off. 

Then  the  Lord  smote  the  Philistines  by  sending  plagues 
of  boils.  The  Philistines  then  said,  The  ark  of  God  shall 
not  abide  with  us,  so  they  took  it  from  place  to  place  and 
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the  hand  of  God  was  heavy  against  them;  where  the  men 
died  not,  they  were  smitten  with  boils.  The  ark  of  God 
was  in  the  country  of  the  Philistines  seven  months,  and  their 
land  swarmed  with  mice.  The  Philistines  called  for  the 
priests  and  said,  What  shall  we  do  with  the  ark  of  the  Lord? 
Show  us  where  we  shall  send  it,  to  its  place.  The  priest 
said.  When  ye  send  it  away,  send  a  guilt  offering  with  it, 
and  ye  shall  give  glory  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  and 
perhaps  He  may  hghten  his  hand  from  off  you. 

So  they  prepared  and  sent  the  ark  of  the  Lord  back  to 
Israel  into  a  field  of  Joshua  the  Bethshemite,  and  where  thje 
cart  stood  there  was  a  big  stone.  The  men  of  that  place 
committed  a  sin  by  looking  into  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  He 
smote  them  with  a  great  slaughter.  They  sent  messengers 
unto  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  saying.  The  Philistines 
hath  brought  again  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  come  ye  down  and 
fetch  it  up  to  you.  So  they  brought  it  up  to  one  Abinadab, 
of  the  house  of  Gibeah. 

For  twenty  years,  the  ark  abode  there,  and  aU  the 
house  of  Israel  mourned,  and  were  drawn  together  after 
the  Lord.  Samuel  spake  unto  them  saying,  If  you 
return  unto  the  Lord  with  aU  your  hearts  and  put  away 
strange  gods  and  serve  the  Lord  only,  he  w^ill  dehver  you 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philistines.  The  children  of  Israel 
did  as  Samuel  said  and  served  the  Lord  only.  Samuel  said, 
Gather  all  Israel  to  Mizpeh  and  I  will  pray  for  you  unto 
the  Lord,  and  they  all  assembled  there. 

When  the  Philistines  heard  it,  they  went  up  against 
Israel,  who  were  afraid,  and  said  to  Samuel,  Cease  not  to 
cry  unto  the  Lord  to  save  us.  Samuel  cried  unto  the  Lord 
to  save  Israel  and  the  Lord  answered  him.  While  Samuel 
was  offering  his  sacrifice,  the  Philistines  came  against 
Israel,  but  God  thundered  with  a  great  voice  on  that  day 
and  confused  the  Philistines,  and  they  were  smitten  down 
before  Israel.     Samuel  took  a  stone  and  set  it  between 
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Mizpoh  and  Shen,  and  called  the  name  of  it  Ebenezer, 
saying,  ''Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

So  the  Philistines  were  subdued;  and  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  against  the  Philistines  all  the  days  of  Samuel; 
and  they  restored  all  the  cities  they  had  taken,  and  there 
was  peace  between  Israel  and  the  Amorites.  Samuel 
judged  Israel  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

This  is  the  close  of  the  third  period  and  the  principal 
persons  of  this  period  are  Moses,  Joshua,  Gideon  and 
Samuel. 

God  requires  of  man  in  this  period — Obedience,  Faith 
and  Trust. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  was  Ruth,  what  did  she  do,  and  why  was  the  story  given? 

2.  Who  was  Hannah,  what  did  she  pray  for,  and  what  vow  did 
she  make? 

3.  Who  was  Eli,  what  did  his  sons  do,  and  with  what  result? 

4.  When  did  God  speak  to  Samuel,  and  what  did  he  tell  him? 

5.  How  and  why  did  Samuel  prosper,  and  what  did  he  become? 

6.  When  Israel  went  to  battle  with  the  Philistines,  what  hap- 
pened to  Israel  and  the  ark  of  God,  and  why? 

7.  What  happened  to  Eli,  and  how  long  did  he  judge  Israel? 

8.  How  long  did  the  Philistines  possess  the  ark  of  the  Lord? 

9.  Why  did  they  not  want  the  ark  among  them? 

10.  How  long  before  Israel  came  to  serve  God  only? 

11.  Where  was  Israel  when  the  Philistines  were  subdued,  and  how 
long  did  Samuel  judge  Israel? 

12.  How  many  judges  did  Israel  have? 

13.  Who  were  the  principal  persons  of  this  period? 

14.  What  does  God  require  of  man  in  this  period? 
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Outline  of  Fourth  Period 
israelite  kingdom* 

Division.  From  the  Coronation  of  Saul,  about  B.  C. 

1095. 
To  the  Captivity  in  Babylon,  about  B.  C. 

587. 
I  Sam.  8  to  II  Kings  25,  a  period  of  about 

four  hundred  and  thirty-two  years. 

Administration.    Radical  Administration. 
Subdivision.  Period  of  Kings. 


Events. 


Principal 
Persons. 


What  God 
Requires 
of  Man. 


1.  Coronation  of  Saul. 

2.  The  United  Kingdom. 

3.  The  Divided  Kingdom. 

4.  The  Fall  of  Samaria. 

5.  The  Age  of  Decay,  or  The  Decline  of  the 

Kingdom  of  Judah. 

David 

Solomon 

Elijah 

Hezekiah 

Obedience,  Faith,  Trust  and  Works. 


*  Starting  from  the  Israelite  Kingdom  to  the  Birth  of  Christ,  the  dates  are 
taken  from  the  ancient  Jewish  History,  and  are  as  near  correct  as  these  Chronologists 
can  determine. 
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This  is  the  fourth  great  period.  The  Israelite  people 
became  the  Israelite  Kingdom,  and  it  extended  from  the 
Coronation  of  Saul,  the  first  king,  I  Sam.  8,  to  the  Cap- 
tivity in  Babylon,  II  Kings  25,  covering  a  period  of  about 
four  hundred  and  thirty-two  years. 

This  is  called  the  Radical  Administration  or  an  inde- 
pendent change  in  the  form  of  government. 

THE   CORONATION  OF  SAUL 

This  period  is  the  rise  and  fall,  or  decHne  of  the  kingdom. 
Under  the  rule  of  Samuel,  the  last  of  the  good  judges,  the 
enemies  of  Israel  were  subdued  and  there  was  peace  through- 
out the  land.  But  the  people  then  became  discontented  and 
wanted  a  king,  that  they  might  be  like  other  nations,  and 
God  gave  them  a  king  after  their  own  hearts.  Saul,  the 
son  of  Kish,  the  first  king,  reigned  two  years  in  the  sight 
of  God.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance  and 
good  ability,  but  selfish  and  rebellious  against  God.  He 
began  well  and  was  successful,  but  rapidly  departed  from 
God,  and  was  defeated  in  battle  by  the  Philistines.  He 
committed  suicide. 

I  Sam.  8-11.  When  Samuel  was  old  he  made  his  two  sons 
judges  over  Israel.  They  walked  not  in  the  ways  of  their 
father,  but  turned  aside  and  took  bribes  and  perverted 
judgments.  Then  the  elders  of  Israel  went  to  Samuel 
and  told  him  that  his  sons  were  not  doing  right,  and  they 
said,  ''Now  make  us  a  king  to  judge  us  like  other  nations." 
This  displeased  Samuel  and  he  prayed  unto  the  Lord,  who 
said,  ''Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  that  they 
say  unto  thee,  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they 
have  rejected  me,  that  I  should  not  be  king  over  them; 
however,  thou  shalt  protest  solemnly  unto  them,  and  shalt 
show  them  the  manner  of  king  that  shall  rule  over  them." 

So  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  to  the  people, 
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what  a  king  would  do  to  them.  Ye  shall  cry  out  in  that 
day,  because  of  your  king  which  ye  have  chosen,  and  the 
Lord  will  not  answer  you.  But  the  people  refused  to 
hearken  unto  the  voice  of  Samuel,  and  they  said,  We  will 
have  a  king  over  us  to  judge  us,  and  go  out  before  us,  and 
fight  our  battles.^  The  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  Make  them  a 
king. 

There  was  a  man  of  Benjamin  whose  name  was  Kish, 
and  he  had  a  son  whose  name  was  Saul.  The  asses  of  Kish 
were  lost,  and  he  said  to  his  son.  Take  one  servant  and  go 
and  find  them;  and  they  went  and  passed  through  Ephraim 
and  through  the  land  of  Benjamin  and  came  to  a  certain 
city.  They  heard  that  there  was  a  man  of  God  there  who 
could  tell  them  concerning  their  journey,  and  they  went  to 
inquire  of  him.  As  they  were  approaching  the  city,  Samuel 
came  out  to  meet  them,  to  go  up  to  the  high  place  to  sac- 
rifice. 

The  Lord  had  revealed  unto  Samuel  a  day  before  Saul 
came,  saying,  '' To-morrow  about  this  time,  I  will  send  thee 
a  man  out  of  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  thou  shalt  anoint 
him  to  be  prince  over  my  people  Israel,  and  he  shall  save 
them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  for  I  have  heard 
their  cry." 

Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  servant,  and  brought  them 
into  the  guest  chamber,  and  Saul  did  eat  with  Samuel  that 
day.  On  the  morrow  they  arose  early  and  started  on  their 
journey.  Samuel  told  Saul  to  stand  still  and  hear  the  word 
of  God. 

B.  c.  1095  Then  Samuel  took  the  vial  of  oil,  and  poured 

fnointed  ^^  ^pou  Saul's  head  and  said.  Is  it  not  that  the 
King  over  Lord  hath  anointed  thee  to  be  prince  over  His 
mheritance?  And  Samuel  told  Saul  what  would 
happen  as  he  went  on  his  journey,  and  that  they  would 
meet  at  Gilgal  to  offer  sacrifice,  and  it  would  then  be  shown 
him  what  he  should  do.    When  Saul  left  Samuel,  God  gave 
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him  another  heart,  and  God's  spirit  entered  into  his  heart. 

Samuel  called  all  the  people  together  unto  the  Lord  at 
Mizpeh,  and  told  them  what  God  had  done  for  them  in  the 
past,  and  that  they  had  this  day  rejected  their  God,  who 
Himself  had  saved  them  from  all  their  calamities  and  dis- 
tresses;  and  had  desired  a  king  in  His  stead. 

Now  present  yourselves  before  the  Lord,  by  your  tribes. 
And  Samuel  brought  all  the  tribes  near,  to  select  a  king. 
He  brought  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  and  had  them  to  pass 
by  their  families,  and  Saul,  the  son  of  Kish,  was  chosen. 
But  he  hid  himself,  and  they  ran  and  brought  him,  and 
Samuel  said  to  all  the  people.  See  ye  whom  the  Lord  hath 
chosen  for  you,  and  all  the  people  shouted,  ''God  save  the 
king,"  and  then  Samuel  sent  all  the  people  away  every  man 
to  his  house. 

I  Sam.  11-13.  Now  the  Amorites  came  out  against  Israel, 
and  the  spirit  of  God  came  mightily  upon  Saul  and  he 
smote  the  Amorites.  The  people  set  Saul  up  as  their 
deliverer,  but  Samuel  said.  The  Lord  hath  wrought  deliver- 
ance in  Israel  this  day.  Samuel  said  to  all  the  people, 
''Come  let  us  go  to  Gilgal  and  renew  the  Kingdom." 

B.  c.  1095  They  went  to  Gilgal  and  there  made  Saul 

Saul  made      i*i('j.iti  i  'n        ^  £c 

King  over     king  bet  Ore  the  Lord,  and  sacrmced  peace  oiier- 

Signed  ^^S^'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  *^^  people  rejoiccd  greatly. 
40  years.  Samuel  gave  a  message  to  the  people,  saying,  "I 
have  hearkened  unto  you  and  made  you  a  king,  now  there- 
fore, stand  still,  that  I  may  plead  with  you  before  the 
Lord  concerning  all  the  righteous  acts  of  the  Lord  which 
he  did  to  you  and  your  fathers.  The  Lord  hath  led  you  in 
safety,  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies 
on  every  side.  When  the  children  of  Ammon  came  out 
against  you,  ye  said  unto  me,  Nay,  but  a  king  shaU  reign 
over  us.  The  Lord  your  God  was  your  King.  Now,  be- 
hold the  Lord  hath  set  a  king  over  you;  if  ye  fear  the  Lord 
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and  serve  Him,  and  hearken  unto  His  voice,  and  not  rebel 
against  His  commandments,  both  ye  and  also  the  king  that 
reigneth  over  you,  but  be  followers  of  the  Lord  your  God, 
it  will  be  well  and  good;  but  if  not,  then  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  will  be  against  you. 

"  Now  stand  still  and  see  this  great  thing,  which  the  Lord 
will  do  before  your  eyes.  I  will  call  unto  the  Lord  that 
He  may  send  thunder  and  rain,  and  ye  shall  know  and  see 
that  your  wickedness  is  great  which  ye  have  done  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  in  asking  for  a  king."  The  Lord  sent 
thunder  and  rain  that  day,  and  all  the  people  greatly 
feared  the  Lord  and  Samuel. 

The  people  asked  Samuel  to  pray  for  them,  and  he  said, 
''Turn  not  aside  from  following  the  Lord  and  serve  Him  with 
all  your  heart.  I  will  instruct  you  in  the  good  and  right 
way.  Only  fear  the  Lord  and  serve  Him  with  all  your 
hearts,  for  consider  how  great  things  He  hath  done  for  you. 
But  if  you  still  do  wickedly  ye  shall  be  consumed,  both  ye 
and  your  king," 

THE   UNITED   KINGDOM 

I  Sam.  13-16.  Saul  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  two  years  in  the  sight  of  God,  over 
all  Israel  (which  included  the  twelve  tribes).  He  chose 
warriors,  some  for  his  son  Jonathan,  and  the  rest  he  took 
and  smote  the  PhiHstines. 

After  the  battle,  Saul  offered  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  with- 
out Samuel,  which  was  contrary  to  the  commandment  of 
God.  And  Samuel  when  he  came,  said  to  Saul,  Why  hast 
thou  not  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
which  He  commanded  thee?  For  if  ye  had,  the  Lord  would 
have  established  thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  forever,  but  now 
thy  kingdom  shall  not  continue.  The  Lord  hath  sought 
him  a  man  after  his  own  heart,  and  the  Lord  hath  ap- 
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pointed  him  to  be  prince  over  His  people,  because  thou 
hast  not  kept  that  which  the  Lord  commanded  thee. 

Then  Samuel  rose  and  went  up  from  Gilgal  to  Gibeah  of 
Benjamin.  Jonathan  transgressed  the  law  by  eating  the 
spoils  of  his  enemies,  and  God  did  not  answer  Saul  that 
day  in  his  sacrifice.  Jonathan's  sin  was  discovered,  but 
the  people  rescued  him  that  he  died  not. 

Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  ''The  Lord  sent  me  to  anoint  thee 
to  be  king  over  His  people,  now  hearken  unto  the  words 
of  the  Lord,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Go  and  utterly 
destroy  all  the  Amalekites  and  all  they  have;"  so  Saul  smote 
them,  but  saved  alive  their  king  and  the  best  of  all  the 
herds  and  flocks. 

Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Samuel,  saying. 
It  repenteth  me  that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to  be  king,  for  he 
is  turned  back  from  following  me.  Samuel  was  wroth  and 
asked  Saul  why  he  did  not  utterly  destroy  all.  Saul  said  he 
saved  the  best  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord.  Samuel  said. 
Hath  the  Lord  as  great  dehght  in  burnt  offering  and  sacri- 
fice as  in  obeying  His  voice?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better 
than  sacrifice.  Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  he  hath  also  rejected  thee  from  being  king.  Saul 
answered,  I  have  sinned,  because  I  feared  the  people  and 
obeyed  their  voice,  instead  of  the  voice  of  God. 

As  Samuel  turned  to  go,  Saul  laid  hold  of  his  robe  and 
it  rent.  Samuel  said,  ''The  Lord  hath  rent  thy  kingdom 
from  thee  this  day,  and  hath  given  it  to  another  who  is 
better  than  thou."  Samuel  came  no  more  to  see  Saul  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  but  he  mourned  for  Saul,  and  the 
Lord  was  sorry  he  had  made  Saul  king  over  Israel. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  is  this  period  called  and  why,  from  what  event  to  what 
event  does  it  extend,  and  where  found? 

2.  What  kind  of  a  government,  and  why? 
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3.  How  was  the  king  chosen  and  who  anointed  him? 

4.  What  did  Samuel  tell  the  people  a  king  would  do  to  them,  and 
why? 

5.  What  was  Samuel's  message  to  Saul  and  the  people,  and  what 
was  the  result? 

6.  How  long  did  Saul  reign  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  what  did 
he  do  that  God  had  forbidden? 

7.  Wliat  did  Samuel  say  was  better  than  sacrifice? 

8.  Why  was  Saul  rejected  from  being  king  over  Israel? 
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I  Sam.  16.  Then  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  ''Fill  thine 
horn  with  oil  and  go,  I  will  send  thee  to  Jesse,  the  Bethle- 
hemite  of  Judah,  for  I  have  promised  me  a  king  among 
his  sons.  Go  call  Jesse  to  sacrifice  and  I  will  show  thee 
what  to  do.  Thou  shalt  anoint  unto  me,  whom  I  shall 
name  unto  thee." 

Jesse  called  seven  of  his  sons  to  pass  before  Samuel, 
who  asked  if  that  were  all.  Jesse  said.  There  remaineth  the 
youngest,  he  keepeth  the  sheep.  Samuel  said,''  Send  and 
fetch  him."  Now  the  boy  was  ruddy  and  of  beautiful 
countenance  and  the  Lord  said,  "Arise  and  anoint  him; 
for  this  is  he." 

Then  Samuel  took  the  oil  and  anointed  David  in  the 
midst  of  his  brothers,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
B.  c.  1063  mightily  upon  him  from  that  day  forward.  The 
David  spirit  of  the  Lord  had  departed  from  Saul  and  an 

anointed  ...  .  . 

King  over  evil  Spirit  terrified  him.  His  servants  seeing  that 
he  was  troubled  said.  Seek  out  a  man  who  is  a 
cunning  player  on  the  harp.  When  the  evil  spirit  of  God  is 
upon  thee,  he  shall  play  with  his  hands,  and  thou  shalt  be 
well.  Saul  said.  Provide  me  such  a  man.  One  said.  Be- 
hold, I  have  seen  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  that  he  is  a  good 
player,  and  a  mighty  man  of  valour;  a  man  of  war,  prudent 
in  speech  and  the  Lord  is  with  him.  Therefore,  Saul  sent 
to  Jesse  and  said.  Send  me  thy  son  David.  He  went  to 
Saul  and  Saul  greatly  loved  him  and  he  became  his  armour 
bearer.  David  took  the  harp,  and  when  he  played  for  Saul 
the  evil  spirit  departed  from  him. 
I  Sam.  17-25.    Now,  the  Philistines  camped  on  the  side 
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of  a  mountain,  and  Saul  with  his  men  of  Israel  camped  on 
the  other  side;  there  was  a  valley  between  them.  And 
there  came  a  champion  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Philistines, 
named  Goliath.  He  was  a  giant  and  he  challenged  Israel 
to  send  out  a  man  to  fight  him.  If  he  be  able  to  kill  me, 
then  we  will  be  your  servants;  but  if  I  prevail  against  him, 
then  ye  shall  be  our  servants  and  serve  us. 

When  Saul  and  all  Israel  heard  his  word,  they  were  dis- 
mayed and  greatly  afraid.  David's  three  brothers  were  in 
Saul's  army,  but  David  was  still  feeding  his  father's  sheep, 
and  Jesse  said  unto  him.  Take  these  provisions  to  thy 
brothers  in  the  camp.  So  David  went  to  his  brothers  and 
as  he  was  talking  to  them,  behold,  the  champion  of  the 
Philistines,  Goliath,  came  out  and  spake.  David  heard 
him  and  he  said  to  Saul,  Let  no  man's  heart  fail  him  because 
of  Goliath,  thy  servant  wiU  go  and  fight  with  this  Philistine. 
Saul  said.  Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this  man  who 
has  been  a  man  of  war  from  his  youth,  but  David  said,  I 
have  defended  my  father's  sheep  from  the  lion  and  the 
bear,  and  the  Lord  that  delivered  me  out  of  the  paw  of  the 
lion  and  bear.  He  wiU  deliver  me  out  of  the  hand  of  this 
Philistine.  And  Saul  said.  Go,  and  the  Lord  shall  be  with 
you. 

Saul  provided  him  with  armour,  but  David  would  not 
wear  it.  He  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  five 
smooth  stones  out  of  the  brook,  and  with  his  sling  in  his 
hand,  he  drew  near  the  Philistine.  When  the  Philistine  saw 
David,  he  insulted  him  and  cursed  him  by  his  gods.  David 
said,  ''I  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of 
the  armies  of  Israel,  which  thou  has  defied.  This  day  the 
Lord  will  deliver  thee  into  mine  hand,  and  I  will  smite 
thee;  that  all  the  earth  may  know  that  there  is  a  God  in 
Israel;  and  all  may  know  that  the  Lord  saveth  not  by 
spear  and  sword,  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's." 

It  came  to  pass  that  David  ran  to  meet  the  Philistine 
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and  took  a  stone  and  slung  it,  and  smote  Goliath  in  the 
forehead,  and  slew  him.  When  the  Philistines  saw  that 
he  was  dead  they  fled.  After  this,  Jonathan  loved  David 
as  his  own  soul  and  Saul  kept  him  in  his  own  house.  David 
went  wherever  Saul  sent  him,  and  he  prospered,  and  Saul  set 
him  over  men  of  war  and  it  was  good  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel. 

David  was  very  successful  in  war  and  they  sang,  ''Saul 
hath  slain  his  thousands,  but  David  his  tens  of  thousands." 
This  made  Saul  envious  of  him  and  he  sought  to  kill  him. 
Saul  knew  that  the  Lord  was  with  David,  and  he  was 
David's  enemy  continually.  Saul  spoke  to  his  son,  Jona- 
than, and  all  his  servants  that  they  should  slay  David. 
Jonathan  plead  for  his  life  and  warned  him  to  escape. 
David's  wife,  who  was  Saul's  daughter,  helped  him  to  es- 
cape and  he  went  to  Samuel.  - 

Then,  David  came  to  Jonathan  to  ask  why  they  sought 
to  kill  him.  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant  and 
they  planned  for  his  escape  from  the  king's  house.  Then 
Saul  sought  to  kill  his  son  who  plead  David's  cause,  but 
without  success.  Jonathan  went  out  to  bid  David  fare- 
well, and  said  to  him.  Go  in  peace,  for  we  have  both  sworn 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  saying.  The  Lord  shall  be  between 
thee  and  me,  between  my  seed  and  thy  seed  forever.  Then 
David  escaped  to  the  priest's  house  and  he  was  given  holy 
bread  to  eat.  Saul  heard  of  David's  escape  through  his 
servants  and  he  ordered  the  priest  slain. 

It  was  told  David  that  the  Philistines  were  fighting  again, 
and  he  inquired  of  the  Lord  what  he  should  do.  The  Lord 
said,  ''Go,  and  smite  the  Philistines,  and  I  will  deliver  them 
into  thine  hand."  David  saved  Israel  and  again  was  pro- 
tected by  the  Lord,  from  Saul,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  him. 
Shortly  after,  David  found  Saul  asleep  in  a  cave,  but  spared 
his  life  and  afterwards  said  to  him.  The  Lord  judge  between 
thee  and  me,  and  the  Lord  avenge  me  of  thee,  but  mine 
hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee.     When  David  had  made  an 


I  SAMUEL   16  TO  II   SAMUEL  99 

end  of  speaking,  Saul  lifted  up  his  voice  and  wept,  and  said, 
''Thou  art  more  righteous  than  I,  for  thou  hast  rendered  unto 
me  good,  but  I  have  rendered  unto  thee  evil.  I  know  that 
thou  shalt  surely  be  king,  swear  unto  me  by  the  Lord  that 
thou  wilt  not  destroy  my  name  out  of  my  father's  house. 
David  promised  and  Saul  went  to  his  home." 
I  Sam.  25-11  Sam.  All  Israel  mourned  the  death  of  Sam- 
uel. David  went  to  the  wilderness  of  Paran  to  a  sheep 
shearer  in  Carmel  and  he  sent  his  men  to  him,  asking  for 
bread  and  water.  But  the  man  flew  into  a  rage  and  beat 
them;  the  man's  wife  sent  provisions  to  David  and  his 
men,  and  afterwards  her  husband  died,  and  she  became 
David's  wife. 

Again,  Saul  arose  and  went  down  to  seek  David's  life, 
who,  when  he  saw  that  Saul  came  after  him,  arose  and  came 
to  the  place  where  Saul  camped  by  night.  He  found  him 
sleeping,  and  David  said  to  his  servant.  Smite  him  not, 
the  Lord  shalt  smite  him,  but  take  his  spear  that  is  by  his 
head,  and  the  water  cruse,  and  let  us  go.  So  David  went 
over  to  the  other  side  and  stood  on  top  of  the  mountain, 
and  talked  to  Saul,  who  knew  David's  voice.  And  Saul 
said,  "I  have  sinned,  return  my  son  David,  for  I  will  no 
more  do  thee  harm  because  thou  hast  spared  my  Ufe  this 
day."  David  said.  Behold  thy  spear,  send  a  man  over  after 
it.    David  went  his  way  and  Saul  returned  to  his  place. 

David  knew  Saul  was  not  sincere,  so  he  escaped  to  the 
land  of  the  Philistines,  who  gathered  against  Israel  for  war. 
When  they  found  David  among  them  they  sent  him  back 
to  his  home,  and  he  found  his  house  burning  and  his  wives 
taken  captive  by  the  Amalekites.  The  Lord  directed  him 
to  go  after  them;  and  he  overtook  them  and  recovered  the 
spoils  and  divided  them  evenly. 

The  Philistines  fought  against  Israel  and  the  Israelites 
fled,  and  the  Philistines  followed  Saul  and  his  sons  and 
slew  them.     Saul  told  his  armour-bearer   to   thrust   him 
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through  with  his  sword,  but  he  would  not,  so  Saul  took  his 
sword  and  fell  upon  it,  and  killed  himself.  So  he  and  his 
three  sons  all  died  the  same  day.  The  men  of  Israel  fled 
from  the  cities,  and  the  Philistines  came  and  dwelt  in  them. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Wliere  did  the  Lord  tell  Samuel  to  go,  and  what  was  he  to  do? 

2.  Who  does  Saul  send  for,  what  does  he  become,  and  why? 

3.  What  does  David  do  that  he  is  set  over  men  of  war? 

4.  Why  is  David  successful,  and  what  effect  does  it  have  on 
Saul? 

5.  Who  helps  David  escape,  and  where  does  he  go? 

6.  What  covenant  does  David  make  with  Jonathan  and  why? 

7.  Whose  death  does  Israel  mourn? 

8.  What  kindness  does  David  show  Saul,  and  why? 

9.  What  became  of  Saul  and  his  sons,  and  why? 


LESSON  24.    II  SAMUEL  1  TO  10 

B.  c.  1055  II  Sam.  1-5.    When  told  of  the  death  of  Saul 

oinVe/""  and  Jonathan,  David  mourned  for  them,  and 

HoSe'o?  wrote  a  song  in  remembrance  of  them  and  his 

judah.  friendship  with  Jonathan.     The  Lord  told  David 
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en  and  a      to  go  to  Hebrou  and  there  the  men  of  Judah  came 
years.    ^^^  auoiuted  him  king  over  the  house  of  Judah, 
and  he  reigned  seven  and  a  half  years. 

Abner,  son  of  Ner,  and  captain  of  Saul's  hosts,  took 
Saul's  son  and  made  him  king  over  the  rest  of  Israel  and  he 
reigned  two  years.  There  was  a  long  war  between  the 
house  of  Saul,  led  by  Abner,  and  the  house  of  David;  which 
grew  stronger  and  stronger,  while  the  house  of  Saul  grew 
weaker.  Then  Abner  showed  himself  strong  for  Saul's 
house  and  went  to  David  to  make  peace.  Then  David's 
men  followed  Abner  and  slew  him;  but  David  knew  it  not, 
and  mourned  for  him  and  said  to  the  people.  The  Lord 
reward  the  wicked  doer  according  to  his  wickedness. 

When  Saul's  son  the  king  heard  that  Abner  was  dead, 
his  hand  became  feeble,  and  he  was  afraid  and  aU  the 
IsraeUtes  were  troubled;  and  two  captains  went  and  slew 
Saul's  son  the  king,  when  he  was  sleeping.  They  then  went 
to  David,  who  had  them  beheaded,  because  they  had  taken 
the  life  of  a  righteous  man. 

B.  c.  1047  II  Sam.  5-6.  Then  came  all  the  tribes  of  Israel 
SS^d^""  *^  David  of  Hebron,  and  said.  The  Lord  said  to 
King  over  thce,  thou  shalt  feed  my  people  and  be  leader 
Reigns  33  unto  them;  so  all  the  elders  came  to  David  to 
years.  make   a  covenant  with  him  and  they  anointed 

David  king  over  all  Israel.    He  was  thirty  years  old  when 
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he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  seven  and  a  half  years 
in  Hebron  over  the  house  of  Judah,  and  thirty-three  years 
in  Jerusalem  over  all  Israel. 

David  grew  in  power  for  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts 
was  with  him.  When  the  Philistines  heard  that  David 
was  king  over  all  Israel,  they  went  up  to  seek  him.  The 
Lord  told  David  to  go  out  against  them,  and  he  would 
deliver  them  into  his  hands.  David  went  against  the  Phil- 
istines and  they  fled  and  left  their  images,  and  David  and 
his  men  came  and  took  them  away.  The  Philistines  came 
again,  and  the  Lord  told  David  how  to  smite  them,  and  he 
did  as  the  Lord  commanded  him  and  smote  the  Philistines. 
The  fame  of  David  went  out  unto  all  lands,  and  the  Lord 
brought  the  fear  of  him  upon  all  nations. 
II  Sam.  6-8.  David  gathered  together  all  the  chosen  men 
of  Israel,  thirty  thousand,  and  they  went  to  bring  up  the 
ark  of  God  upon  a  new  cart,  from  the  house  of  Abinadab 
in  Gibeah.  As  they  were  returning,  the  oxen  which  drew 
the  cart  were  restive;  and  Uzzah,  one  of  the  drivers  of  the 
cart,  put  forth  his  hand  to  the  ark  of  God,  and  God  smote 
him  for  his  rashness  and  he  died. 

David  was  afraid  of  the  Lord  that  day,  and  would  not 
remove  the  ark  into  the  city  of  David,  but  left  it  in  the  house 
of  Obededom;  and  it  was  there  three  months.  The  Lord 
blessed  Obededom  and  all  his  house  because  of  the  ark. 
When  David  heard  this,  he  said,  ''None  ought  to  carry  the 
ark  of  God  but  the  Levites,  for  them  hath  the  Lord  chosen 
to  carry  the  ark  of  God,  and  to  minister  unto  Him  forever." 
David  gathered  together  the  sons  of  Aaron  and  the  Levites 
and  said,  ''Ye  are  the  heads  of  the  fathers'  houses  of  the 
Levites;  sanctify  yourselves,  ye  and  your  brethren,  that  ye 
may  bring  up  the  ark  of  God;  for  because  ye  bare  it  not  at 
first,  the  Lord  our  God  made  a  breach  upon  us,  for  that  we 
sought  Him  not  according  to  His  ordinance." 

Then  the  children  of  the  Levites  went  and  bare  the 
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Ark  of  God  upon  their  shoulders  with  the  staves  thereon,  as 
Moses  commanded  according  to  the  Law.  They  brought 
the  ark  of  God  unto  the  city  of  David  with  great  joy,  and 
set  it  in  its  place  in  the  midst  of  the  tent  that  David 
had  pitched  for  it;  and  they  offered  sacrifices  and  offerings 
before  the  Lord,  and  David  blessed  the  people  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

David  On  that  day,  David  ordained  to  give  thanks 

wrf?e"the     ^uto  the  Lord,  and  wrote  the  105th  Psalm. 
Psalms.  David  dwelt  in  his  house,  for  which  the  king  of 

Tyre  had  sent  cedar  trees,  and  carpenters  and  masons  to  build; 
and  the  Lord  had  given  him  rest  from  all  his  enemies  around. 
He  said  unto  Nathan  the  prophet.  See,  I  dwell  in  a  house  of 
cedar,  but  the  ark  of  God  dwelleth  within  curtains.  That 
night  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Nathan,  saying,  '^Go 
tell  my  servant  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Thou  shalt  not 
build  me  a  house  to  dwell  in;  for  I  have  not  dwelt  in  a 
house,  but  have  gone  from  tent  to  tent  and  from  taber- 
nacle to  tabernacle,  to  be  with  my  children  in  their  wan- 
derings and  with  the  judges  in  their  battles." 

But  God  promised  David  that  he  would  appoint  a  place 
for  his  people  Israel,  that  they  might  dwell  in  their  own 
place  and  move  no  more;  that  they  should  not  be  destroyed 
as  at  first.  It  shaU  come  to  pass  when  thy  days  be  ful- 
filled, that  thou  must  die  and  be  with  thy  fathers,  that  I 
shaU  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  which  shall  be  of  thy  sons 
and  I  wiU  estabUsh  thy  kingdom.  Thy  son  shall  build  me  a 
house.  Nathan  spoke  all  these  words  of  the  Lord  to  David, 
who  prayed  unto  God,  saying,  0  Lord,  thou  art  God,  and 
hast  promised  this  good  thing  unto  thy  servant. 
II  Sam.  8-10.  After  this  David  smote  and  subdued  all 
the  countries  around,  and  the  Lord  gave  him  victory  wher- 
ever he  went,  and  they  became  his  servants  and  brought 
him  presents,  of  gold,  silver  and  brass.     These  did  King 
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David  dedicate  unto  the  Lord,  with  the  silver  and  gold 
that  he  carried  away  from  all  the  nations. 

David  ruled  over  all  Israel  executing  judgment  and 
justice  unto  all  his  people.  Joab  was  the  captain  of  his 
hosts.  David  also  had  his  recorder,  secretary,  and  priests 
to  minister  to  him.  David  showed  kindness  to  the  house  of 
Saul  for  Jonathan's  sake,  and  kept  in  his  house  Jonathan's 
son  who  was  lame.  David  also  redeemed  all  the  lands  that 
were  Saul's  to  his  sons  and  his  servants. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  does  David  mourn  for,  and  where  does  the  Lord  tell 
David  to  go? 

2.  What  do  the  men  of  Judah  say  to  David,  what  do  they  make 
him,  and  how  long  does  he  reign? 

3.  Who  was  Abner,  and  what  does  he  do,  and  with  what  result? 

4.  After  the  death  of  Abner  what  happens,  and  what  do  the 
tribes  of  Israel  do? 

5.  How  old  was  David  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  how  long 
did  he  reign  over  Israel? 

6.  Who  went  to  bring  up  the  ark  of  God,  who  died,  and  why? 

7.  Who  finally  brought  up  the  ark,  where  did  they  bring  it,  and 
what  did  David  write? 

8.  Who  built  David's  house,  and  what  did  David  want  to  do? 

9.  What  did  God  promise  to  David  and  his  seed,  through  Nathan 
the  prophet? 

10.  What  did  David  do  with  the  gold,  silver  and  brass  that  he 
took  from  all  nations? 
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II  Sam.  10-15.  Joab,  the  captain  of  David's  army,  sub- 
dued the  Amorites  and  Syrians.  The  Amorites  and  Syrians 
again  came  against  Israel,  and  David  sent  forth  Joab  and 
aU  the  men  of  Israel  to  war,  but  he  stayed  in  Jerusalem. 
While  the  armies  were  in  battle  he  sinned  against  the  Lord 
with  a  Hittite  woman.  The  Lord  was  greatly  displeased, 
and  sent  word  to  David  by  Nathan,  the  prophet,  in  a 
parable. 

Because  of  his  sin  the  Lord  said,  "Behold,  I  wiU  raise  up 
evil  against  thee,  out  of  thine  own  house."  David  admitted 
that  he  had  sinned,  and  mourned  greatly  over  it.  Nathan 
said,  "The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  sin,  thou  shalt  not  die." 

The  Lord  said  unto  David,  ^'Behold,  a  son  shall  be  born 
unto  thee,  who  shall  be  a  man  of  rest,  for  his  name  shall  be 
Solomon,  or  peaceful."  A  son  was  born  to  David,  and  he 
called  his  name  Solomon,  and  the  Lord  loved  him. 

Now  the  evil  that  the  Lord  had  spoken  of  arose  in 
David's  family.  Absalom,  the  son  of  David,  fled  for  his 
life  after  he  commanded  his  servants  to  kiU  his  brother 
Ammon,  and  David  mourned  for  Absalom  every  day.  Joab 
planned  to  bring  Absalom  home,  and  David  said,  "Let  him 
turn  to  his  own  house,  but  let  him  not  see  my  face." 

AU  Israel  praised  Absalom  for  his  beauty,  and  after  two 
years  he  asked  Joab  to  send  him  to  the  king.  Joab  finally 
told  the  king,  and  David  sent  for  him,  and  Absalom  came 
and  bowed  himseK  on  his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  king, 
and  David  forgave  him,  and  kissed  him. 
II  Sam.  15-19.  Absalom  stood  in  the  way  of  the  gate,  and 
when  any  man  who  had  a  suit  came  to  the  king  for  judg- 
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ment,  he  would  say  to  them,  ''0  that  I  were  made  judge  in 
the  land,  that  every  man  might  come  to  me,  and  I  would 
do  him  justice."  He  was  very  flattering  to  them,  and  in  this 
manner  turned  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel  from  David 
their  king.  Shortly  after  this,  he  said  to  the  king,  ''Let  me 
go  and  pay  my  vow  unto  the  Lord  in  Hebron,  for  I  said, 
if  the  Lord  would  bring  me  back  to  Jerusalem  I  would 
serve  him."    The  king  said,  ''Go  in  peace." 

Absalom  went  to  Hebron,  but  not  to  worship.  He  sent 
spies  throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  saying,  "As  soon  as 
ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  then  ye  shaU  say,  Absa- 
lom is  king  in  Hebron,"  He  invited  two  hundred  men  to 
go  with  him  from  Jerusalem.  They  went,  not  knowing,  in 
their  simplicity,  what  he  was  going  to  do.  He  sent  for 
David's  counselor,  while  he  yet  offered  sacrifices.  The  con- 
spiracy was  strong,  for  the  people  increased  continually  with 
Absalom. 

A  messenger  came  to  David,  saying.  The  hearts  of  the 
men  of  Israel  are  turned  after  Absalom.  So  David  and  all 
his  servants  fled  from  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  country  wept, 
and  the  king  and  all  the  people  passed  over  the  brook  Kidron 
toward  the  way  of  the  wilderness.  The  Levites  came  bear- 
ing the  ark  of  God;  but  David  said,  "Carry  back  the  ark  of 
God  into  the  city.  If  I  shall  find  favor  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  He  wiU  bring  me  again  to  it,  and  to  His  habitation. ' ' 

David  wrote  the  3rd  Psalm  as  he  fled  from  his  son 
Absalom.  As  he  and  all  the  people  went  up  by  the  way 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives  weeping,  one  told  David,  saying, 
"Your  counselor  is  among  the  conspirators  with  Absalom," 
and  David  said,  "0  Lord,  I  pray  thee  turn  his  counsel  unto 
naught."  David  sent  his  friend  back  to  Absalom,  to  say  to 
him:  "I  have  been  thy  father's  servant  in  time  past,  so  will 
I  now  be  thy  servant."  Thou  shalt  defeat  for  David  the 
advice  of  his  counselor. 

When  Absalom  asked  for  advice  from  the  counselor,  he 
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said,  '^Let  me  now  choose  men,  and  pursue  after  David, 
and  he  shall  be  afraid,  and  I  will  smite  the  king  only  and 
bring  all  the  people  back  unto  thee  so  all  the  people  shall 
be  in  peace;"  and  the  saying  pleased  Absalom  well,  and  all 
the  elders  of  Israel.  Absalom  said,  ''Call  now  my  father's 
friend,  and  hear  what  he  saith." 

When  his  father's  friend  heard  the  advice  of  the  coun- 
selor, he  said,  It  is  not  good  this  time,  you  know  your 
father  and  his  men  are  mighty  men  and  will  not  lodge  with 
the  people.  His  advice  was  to  gather  all  Israel,  and  for 
Absalom  to  go  to  battle  in  person.  All  the  people  thought 
his  advice  was  better  than  the  counselor's,  and  they  did  as 
he  said. 

Then  David's  friends  sent  him  word  to  pass  over  Jordan 
quickly,  and  out  of  the  way  of  Absalom.  When  the  coun- 
selor saw  his  advice  was  not  heeded,  he  went  home  and 
hanged  himself. 

David  numbered  the  men  that  were  with  him,  and  sent 
the  companies  forth  under  captains,  into  the  field  of  battle 
against  Israel.  David  wanted  to  go,  but  the  people  said. 
Thou  shalt  not  go  forth  to  battle,  so  he  stood  by  the  gate 
and  said  to  all  the  captains,  "Deal  gently,  for  my  sake,  with 
the  young  man  Absalom." 

The  battle  was  in  the  forest  of  Ephraim,  and  was  a  great 
slaughter.  Absalom,  riding  a  mule,  chanced  to  meet  the 
servants  of  David.  The  mule  went  under  the  thick  boughs 
of  a  great  oak  tree,  and  Absalom's  hair  caught  in  the 
branches  of  it,  and  the  mule  went  out  from  under  him.  A 
man  nearby  saw  it,  and  said  to  Joab,  "1  saw  Absalom  hanging 
in  an  oak  tree."  Joab  said  to  him,  "Why  did  you  not  smite 
him?"  The  man  answered,  "Did  not  the  king  charge  each 
one  saying,  'Beware  that  none  touch  the  young  man  Ab- 
salom?' " 

Joab  took  three  staves  and  thrust  them  through  the 
heart  of  Absalom  while  he  was  yet  alive  in  the  oak  tree.    He 
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then  blew  the  trumpet  and  all  the  people  returned  from 
pursuing  after  Israel.  Joab  held  the  people  back,  and  they 
took  Absalom  and  cast  him  into  a  great  pit  in  the  forest, 
and  raised  a  great  heap  of  stones  over  him,  and  all  Israel 
fled  to  his  tent.  Then  a  man  said,  "Let  me  run  and  tell 
the  king  that  the  Lord  hath  avenged  him  of  his  enemies." 

David  sat  between  the  two  gates  of  the  place,  and  the 
watchman  on  the  roof  said  a  man  was  running  towards 
them;  and  he  came,  and  told  David  that  his  son  was  among 
those  fallen  in  battle,  and  David  wept  and  said,  "0  ray 
son,  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son,  Absalom!  Would  God  I 
had  died  for  thee,  0  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son!" 
II  Sam.  19-21.  It  was  told  Joab,  "Behold,  the  king  weep- 
eth  and  mourneth  for  Absalom,"  and  the  victory  that  day 
was  turned  into  mourning  unto  all  the  people,  for  they  heard 
that  the  king  grieved  for  his  son,  Joab  told  David  to  speak 
to  the  people  and  comfort  them,  or  they  would  turn  away 
from  him  as  they  were  becoming  discontented,  because  he 
had  fled  from  Absalom  and  now  mourned  for  him. 

David  arose  and  spake  to  the  elders  of  Judah,  saying. 
Why  don't  you  bring  the  king  back  to  his  house?  and  all 
the  men  of  Judah  came  as  one  man,  saying,  "Return  thou 
and  all  thy  servants."  All  the  people  of  Judah  and  half  of 
the  men  of  Israel  brought  the  king  to  his  house.  This 
caused  a  dispute  between  Judah  and  Israel  and  they  said  to 
the  king,  Why  have  our  brethren,  the  men  of  Judah,  stolen 
thee  and  thy  household  away  over  Jordan?  The  men  of 
Judah  answered.  Because  the  king  is  near  of  kin  to  us.  In 
reply  the  men  of  Israel  pointed  out  their  greatness,  and  that 
there  were  ten  tribes  of  them,  and  they  had  more  right  to 
the  king  than  just  two  tribes  of  Judah  and  Simeon. 

There  was  a  worthless  man  of  Israel,  whose  name  was 
Sheba,  a  Benjamite.  He  blew  the  trumpet  and  said.  We 
have  no  portion  in  David,  every  man  to  his  tent,  0  Israel. 
All  the  men  of  Israel  went  up  from  following  David  and 
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followed  Sheba,  but  the  men  of  Judah  clave  unto  their 
king.  Then  David  called  his  men  together  and  said  to 
Joab,  Take  thy  Lord's  servants  and  pursue  after  this 
man  Sheba.  They  pursued  through  all  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
and  finally  a  woman  slew  him  and  delivered  his  head  to 
Joab,  and  he  blew  the  trumpet  and  all  were  dispersed,  every 
man  to  his  tent,  and  Joab  returned  to  Jerusalem  unto  the 
king. 

II  Sam.  21-1  Kings.  There  was  a  famine  for  three  years 
in  the  land,  and  David  sought  the  face  of  the  Lord,  who 
said.  It  is  for  Saul  and  his  bloody  house,  because  he  put  to 
death  the  Gibeonites  (Joshua  9:3).  David  sent  to  them 
asking  what  they  required,  and  they  said,  the  seven  sons  of 
Saul.  The  king  said,  I  will  give  them,  and  they  hanged 
them  before  the  Lord  in  the  mountain.  When  they  had 
done  all  the  king  had  commanded,  God  was  entreated  for 
the  land. 

The  Phihstines  had  war  with  Israel;  and  David  grew 
faint  because  he  was  getting  old,  so  the  men  sware  unto 
him,  saying,  "Thou  shalt  no  more  go  out  with  us  to  battle, 
that  thou  quench  not  the  lamp  of  Israel."  They  had  many 
wars  with  the  Phihstines  but  God  delivered  them  out  of 
them  all.  David  wrote  the  18th  Psalm,  in  the  day  that  the 
Lord  delivered  him  out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and 
out  of  the  hand  of  Saul. 

David  numbered  the  men  of  Israel  and  Judah,  after 
which  his  heart  smote  him  and  he  said  unto  the  Lord,  "I 
have  sinned  greatly  in  what  I  have  done,  but  now,  0  Lord, 
put  away,  I  beseech  thee,  the  iniquity  of  thy  servant,  for 
I  have  done  very  foolishly." 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  the  prophet  Gad 
saying,  ''Go  speak  unto  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  lay 
upon  thee  three  things,  choose  one  of  them  that  I  may  do 
it  unto  you.  First,  seven  years  of  famine.  Second,  to  flee 
three  months  before  thy  foes,  while  they  pursue  thee.  Third, 
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three  days  of  pestilence  in  the  land."  David  said  unto  Gad, 
"I  am  in  a  great  strait,  let  us  now  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lord,  for  His  mercies  are  great  and  many,  and  let  me  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  man." 

So  the  Lord  sent  a  pestilence  upon  Israel  and  smote  the 
people  greatly,  and  after  three  days  David  went  up  unto 
the  Lord  as  He  commanded,  and  built  an  altar  unto  the 
Lord  in  the  threshing-floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite,  and 
offered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings  unto  the  Lord. 
The  Lord  was  entreated  for  the  land,  and  the  plague  was 
stayed  from  Israel. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  was  Joab,  what  did  he  do    and  what  sin  did  David 
commit,  and  with  what  result? 

2.  What  did  God  promise  David,  and  what  was  his  son  to  be 
called,  and  why? 

3.  What  was  the  evil  that  arose  against  David,  with  what  result 
and  why? 

4.  What  did  Absalom  do,  where  did  David  go,  why,  and  what 
did  he  write? 

5.  Whose  counsel  did  Absalom  take  and  with  what  result,  and 
why? 

6.  How  was  David  brought  back  to  Jerusalem,  and  what  did  it 
cause? 

7.  Why  was  the  famine  in  Israel,  how  long,  and  how  was  it 
ended? 

8.  What  did  David  write  after  he  had  been  delivered  from  his 
enemies? 

9.  What  sin  did  David  commit,  what  did  he  choose  to  be  done 
unto  him  and  why? 

10.  How  was  the  pestilence  stayed,  and  where  did  David  build  an 
altar? 


LESSON  26.    I  KINGS,   1  TO  8  * 

THE   SUMMING   UP   OF  DAVID's  LIFE 

When  Saul  failed,  God  chose  a  man  after  His  own  heart. 
David  was  well  trained  in  his  companionship  with  God. 
Later,  the  trials  of  his  life  ripened  his  character,  and  each 
phase  of  experience  developed  that  conscious  dependence 
upon  God,  which  was  the  secret  of  his  strength  throughout 
his  life.  He  sinned  grievously  and  suffered  greatly,  but 
was  capable  of  true  repentance,  and  was,  therefore,  able  to 
find  forgiveness. 

By  successful  wars  he  gained  independence  for  his  peo- 
ple, and  the  nation,  as  a  whole,  was  prosperous.  But  David 
himseh  suffered  from  the  consequences  of  his  own  misdeeds. 
In  spite  of  these  disasters,  David's  reign  was  the  most  bril- 
Hant  of  Israelite  history.  The  whole  government  rested  on 
a  rehgious  basis,  and  the  will  of  God  was  the  law  of  Israel. 
David  wrote  the  Psalms  at  different  times,  giving  God  the 
glory  and  praise  for  dehverance  from  the  enemy,  and  for 
help  and  strength  in  the  time  of  trouble.  Later  in  life,  he 
wrote  the  Psalms  of  prayer  for  forgiveness  for  himself,  for 
the  people,  and  for  the  nation.  David  also  prepared  for 
the  building  of  the  temple,  which  he  was  not  allowed  to 
build  on  account  of  the  bloodshed  of  his  wars. 
I  Kings  1.  King  David  was  old  and  stricken  in  years,  and 
Adonijah,  his  son,  by  one  of  his  wives,  exalted  himseh, 
saying,  I  will  be  king.  He  counseled  with  Joab,  and  with 
the  priest,  and  they  followed  and  helped  him;  but  Nathan, 
the  prophet,  and  the  mighty  men  which  belonged  to  David, 
were  not  with  him. 

*I  and  II  Chronicles  are  to  be  studied  in  connection  with  I  and  II  Kings. 

Ill 
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Nathan  spake  unto  the  mother  of  Solomon,  saying, 
Hast  thou  not  heard  that  Adonijah  doth  reign,  and  David 
our  lord  knoweth  it  not?  Go  tell  the  king  that  he  has  said, 
assuredly  Solomon  shall  reign  in  his  stead.  While  she 
talked  with  the  king,  Nathan  came  in  and  said,  Hast  thou 
not  showed  unto  thy  servant  who  should  sit  on  the  throne 
of  my  lord  the  king  after  him? 

Then  lung  David  said.  Call  the  mother  of  Solomon,  and 
he  said  unto  her,  "As  the  Lord  liveth  who  hath  redeemed  my 
soul  out  of  all  adversity,  verily,  I  swear  unto  thee  by  the 
Lord  the  God  of  Israel  that  Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign 
after  me,  so  will  I  do  this  day".  The  king  said  unto  them. 
Take  with  you  the  servants  of  your  lord,  and  call  Solomon 
m}^  son  to  ride  upon  mine  own  mule  and  bring  him  down  to 
Gihon. 

B.  c.  1015  So  they  went,  and  the  priest  took  the  horn  of 

mad?king  oil  out  of  the  tent  and  anointed  Solomon  king. 
RSgirio^  They  blew  the  trumpet  and  all  the  people  said, 
years.  "God  save  King  Solomon."    The  people  all  came 

back  with  him,  with  great  rejoicing  and  great  joy.  When 
the  others  heard  the  noise  they  inquired  what  it  was,  and 
they  told  Adonijah  that  King  David  had  made  Solomon 
king.  When  he  heard  this,  he  and  all  that  were  with  him 
were  afraid,  and  every  man  went  his  way. 
I  Kings  2.  Now  the  days  of  David  grew  near  that  he 
should  die,  and  he  charged  Solomon  his  son,  saying,  "I  go 
the  way  of  all  the  earth  and  leave  you  to  keep  the  charge 
of  the  Lord  thy  God.  Be  thou  strong,  therefore,  and  show 
thyself  a  man,  to  walk  in  His  ways,  to  keep  his  statutes, 
and  His  commandments,  His  judgments  and  His  testimony; 
according  to  that  which  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  that 
thou  mayest  do  wisely  in  all  that  thou  doest. 

' 'Behold  in  my  low  estate  I  have  prepared  for  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  with  gold,  silver,  brass  and  timber  abundantly." 
David  commanded  the  princes  of  Israel  to  help  Solomon  to 
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build  the  temple  of  the  Lord  and  to  bring  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  into  His  house.  Then  David  num- 
bered the  Levites,  and  divided  them  according  to  their 
different  offices  to  serve  in  the  temple,  and  about  it. 

He  then  assembled  all  the  princes  of  Israel  together  and 
stood  up  and  said,  ''As  for  me  it  was  in  my  heart  to  build  a 
house  of  rest  for  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  I 
had  made  ready  for  the  building,  but  God  said  unto  me, 
thou  shalt  not  build  a  house  for  my  name  because  thou  art 
a  man  of  war  and  hast  shed  blood.  However,  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  Israel,  hath  chosen  Judah  to  be  leader,  and  he  chose 
me  out  of  all  the  house  of  my  fathers  to  be  king  over  Israel 
forever;  and  of  aU  my  sons,  he  hath  chosen  Solomon  to  sit 
upon  the  throne  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord. 

''He  said  unto  me,  Solomon,  thy  son,  shaU  build  my  house, 
and  my  courts,  for  I  have  chosen  him  to  be  my  son  and  I 
will  be  his  father;  and  I  wiU  estabHsh  his  kingdom  forever, 
if  he  be  constant  to  do  my  commandments  and  my  judg- 
ments. Therefore,  observe  and  seek  out  all  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord  your  God  and  do  them,  that  ye  may 
possess  this  good  land." 

David  gave  Solomon  the  pattern  of  the  temple,  and  of 
the  porch  and  of  the  courts,  and  just  what  the  services 
of  the  Levites  were.  All  this,  said  King  David,  I  have  been 
made  to  understand  in  writing  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 
Be  strong  and  of  good  courage,  and  do  it,  fear  not,  nor  be 
dismayed,  for  the  Lord  God  is  with  thee.  He  wiU  not  fail 
thee  nor  forsake  thee.  David  said  I  have  prepared  with 
aU  my  might  for  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  people 
rejoiced;  because,  with  a  perfect  heart  they  had  offered 
wiUingly  to  the  Lord,  and  David  also  rejoiced  with  great  joy. 

David  said,  "Blessed  be  thou,  0  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel, 
thine  0  Lord  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power  and  the  glory 
and  the  victory  and  the  majesty,  for  aU  that  is  in  the  heaven 
and  in  the  earth  is  thine.    Thine  is  the  kingdom,  0  Lord, 
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and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  above  all.  Both  riches  and 
honor  come  from  thee  and  thou  rulcst  over  all,  in  thine 
hand  is  power  and  might,  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make 
great  and  to  give  strength  unto  all.  Now,  therefore,  we 
thank  thee  and  praise  thy  glorious  name,  for  all  things 
come  from  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have  we  given  thee." 
David  and  all  the  people  worshiped  God,  and  David  blessed 
them  and  his  son  Solomon,  and  then  died  in  a  good  old  age 
and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David. 

^Solomon  sat  upon  the  throne  of  David,  his  father.  His 
wisdom  was  established,  and  he  executed  judgment  upon 
those  who  had  disobeyed  God's  command  during  his  father's 
reign,  and  they  were  slain,  and  the  kingdom  had  rest  and 
peace. 

I  Kings  3-8.  Solomon  loved  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the 
statutes  of  his  father  David.  He  went  to  Gibeon  to  sacri- 
fice there.  In  that  night  God  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream 
and  said  unto  him,  ''Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee;  and  Solo- 
mon said,  Thou  hast  showed  great  kindness  unto  my  father, 
and  now  thou  hast  made  me  king  in  his  stead  over  a  people 
like  the  sands  of  the  sea  in  multitude;  give  me  now  wisdom, 
and  knowledge,  and  an  understanding  heart  that  I  may  dis- 
cern between  good  and  evil." 

This  answer  pleased  God,  and  He  said,  ''Because  this  is 
in  thine  heart,  wisdom  and  knowledge  are  granted  thee;  and 
because  thou  hast  not  asked  anything  for  thyself,  I  will 
give  thee  riches,  and  wealth  and  honor;  such  as  none  of  the 
kings  have  had,  that  have  been  before  thee;  neither  shall 
any  after  thee  have  the  like.  And  if  thou  wilt  walk  in  my 
ways,  and  keep  my  statutes  and  my  commandments,  I  will 
lengthen  thy  days." 

There  came  to  him,  disputing  over  a  child,  two  women, 
and  both  claiming  it.  Solomon  judged  rightly  as  to  whom 
the  child  belonged,  and  all  Israel  heard  how  he  had  decided; 
and  they  feared  King  Solomon,  for  they  saw  that  the  wisdom 
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of  God  was  in  him  to  do  judgment.  Solomon's  wisdom  ex- 
celled the  wisdom  of  all  the  children  of  the  east,  and  all  the 
wisdom  of  Egypt,  and  his  fame  went  in  all  the  country 
about. 

Solomon  Solomou  spakc  three  thousand  proverbs  giving 

the^book  wisdom,  and  his  songs  were  a  thousand  and  five, 
of  Proverbs  People  from  all  lands  and  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  came  to  hear  the  wisdom  of  Solomon. 

Solomon  sent  a  message  to  Hiram  the  king  of  Tyre,  who 
was  friendly  to  David,  and  who  built  his  house;  that  he  was 
about  to  build  a  house  for  the  Lord,  and  wanted  him  to  send 
cedar  trees  and  workmen.  When  Hiram  heard  the  mes- 
sage, he  said,  I  will  do  all  thou  desirest  concerning  timber  of 
cedar  and  my  servants  shall  bring  them  down  from  Lebanon; 
and  there  was  peace  between  Solomon  and  Hiram.  They 
made  a  league  together,  and  exchanged  wheat  and  oil  for 
the  cedar  trees. 

Solomon  began  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jeru- 
salem, in  Mount  Moriah,  where  the  Lord  appeared  unto 
David,  his  father.  He  made  ready  in  the  place  that  David 
appointed  in  the  threshing-floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite. 
(II  Sam.  24:18).  He  started  building  the  temple  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  reign.  The  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto 
Solomon,  saying,  ^'Concerning  this  house  which  thou  art 
building,  if  thou  wilt  keep  all  my  words,  then  will  I  estab- 
lish my  word  with  thee,  which  I  spake  unto  thy  father 
David.  I  will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  will 
not  forsake  my  people  Israel."  So  Solomon  built  the  temple 
and  it  was  finished  in  seven  years.  He  was  building  his 
own  house  thirteen  years. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  was  the  summing  up  of  David's  life,  and  what  condition 
was  the  country  in  at  this  time,  and  why? 

2.  As  David  neared  death,  what  did  his  elder  son  do  and  what 
did  this  lead  to? 
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3.  When  was  Solomon  made  king,  how,  and  why? 

4.  What  charge  did  David  give  Solomon,  and  why  was  David 
not  allowed  to  build  the  temple? 

5.  What  did  Solomon  do  first  when  he  was  king,  and  why? 

6.  What  did  the  Lord  ask  Solomon,  and  what  was  his  answer? 

7.  What  did  the  Lord  give  Solomon  beside  what  he  asked  for, 
and  why? 

8.  How  did  Solomon's  wisdom  affect  other  nations,  and  what 
did  they  do? 

9.  Where  did  Solomon  get  the  timber  to  build  the  temple,  and 
what  did  he  give  in  exchange  for  it? 

10.  Where,  and  how,  was  the  temple  built,  and  how  long  did  it 
take  to  build  it? 
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I  Kings  8-10.  All  the  work  that  Solomon  wrought  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord  was  finished;  and  he  assembled  the  elders 
of  Israel,  and  all  the  heads  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  unto  Jerusalem,  to  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
of  the  Lord  out  of  the  city  of  David,  or  out  of  the  tent  that 
David  had  pitched  for  it.  The  priest  brought  in  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  unto  its  place,  into  the  oracle 
of  the  temple,  in  the  most  holy  place,  even  under  the  wings 
of  the  cherubim.  It  came  to  pass,  when  the  trumpeters  and 
singers  were  praising  and  thanking  the  Lord,  saying:  ''For 
he  is  good.  His  mercy  endureth  forever,"  and  the  priest 
came  out  of  the  holy  place;  that  the  temple  was  filled  with 
a  cloud  so  that  the  priest  could  not  stand  to  minister  by 
reason  of  the  cloud,  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the 
temple. 

The  king  turned  and  blessed  all  the  people,  and  they 
all  stood  and  Solomon  dedicated  the  temple  to  the  Lord. 
He  stood  before  the  altar,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  towards 
heaven,  and  said,  "0  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God 
like  thee  in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  beneath;  who  keep- 
eth  covenant  and  mercy  with  thy  servants  that  walk  before 
thee  with  all  their  hearts." 

Solomon  then  knelt  before  the  altar  and  prayed  to  God 
saying,  ''Now,  0  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  hear  the  suppHca- 
tion  of  thy  servant,  and  0  Lord,  my  God,  hearken  unto 
the  cry  and  prayer  which  thy  servant  prayeth  before  thee 
this  day.  That  thine  eyes  may  be  opened  toward  this 
house  night  and  day;  even  toward  the  place  whereof  thou 
hath  said,  My  name  shall  be  there.     Hearken  unto  thy 
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people  Israel  when  they  shall  pray  toward  this  place;  yea, 
hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  when  thou 
hearest,  forgive.  And  judge  thy  servants,  condemning  the 
wicked,  to  bring  his  way  upon  his  own  head,  and  justifying 
the  righteous  to  give  him  according  to  his  righteousness. 

^'If  thy  people  sin  against  thee  (for  there  is  no  man  that 
sinneth  not),  and  thou  be  angry  with  them  and  deliver 
them  to  their  enemies  so  that  they  carry  them  away  captives 
unto  the  land  of  the  enemy;  yet  if  they  return  unto  thee 
with  all  their  heart  and  all  their  soul,  and  pray  unto  thee 
toward  their  land,  or  this  place;  hear  thou  their  prayer 
and  forgive  thy  people  and  have  mercy  on  them." 

When  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  his  prayer,  he  arose 
and  blessed  the  people,  and  told  them  how  true  were  the 
promises  of  God,  that  they  might  incline  their  hearts  to 
walk  in  His  way  forever.  Let  your  heart  be  perfect  with 
the  Lord  your  God.  And  the  king  and  all  Israel  offered 
sacrifices  before  the  Lord  and  they  kept  the  feast  of  the 
Dedication  of  the  Altar  and  of  the  Tabernacle;  after  which 
all  the  people  went  to  their  tents  rejoicing. 

The  Lord  appeared  unto  Solomon  a  second  time  as  He 
had  appeared  unto  him  at  Gibeon,  and  said  unto  him:  "I 
have  heard  thy  prayer  and  thy  supplication,  that  thou 
hast  made  before  me.  I  have  hallowed  this  house  which 
thou  hast  built,  to  put  my  name  there  forever,  mine  eyes 
and  mine  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually.  As  for  thee,  if 
thou  wilt  walk  in  uprightness,  to  do  according  to  all  I  have 
commanded  thee,  then  I  wilt  establish  the  throne  of  thy 
kingdom  over  Israel  forever. 

"But  if  ye  turn  away  from  following  me,  ye  or  your  chil- 
dren, and  do  not  keep  my  commandments,  but  shaU  go  and 
serve  other  gods,  and  worship  them,  then  I  will  cut  off 
Israel  out  of  the  land  which  I  have  given  them,  and  this 
house  which  I  have  hallowed  for  my  name  wiU  I  cast  out 
of  my  sight,  and  Israel  shall  be  a  proverb  and  a  bjrword 
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among  all  people,  and  they  shall  say,  'Why  has  the  Lord  done 
thus  unto  this  land,  and  unto  this  house?'  And  the  answer 
will  be,  because  they  forsook  the  Lord  their  God,  which 
brought  forth  their  fathers  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  there- 
fore hath  the  Lord  brought  all  this  evil  upon  them." 

At  the  end  of  twenty  years,  when  the  king's  house  and 
the  house  of  the  Lord  were  finished.  King  Hiram  of  Tyre 
having  furnished  the  cedar  trees  and  gold,  Solomon  gave 
him  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of  Galilee.  In  the  fifth  chapter 
we  find  that  Solomon  raised  a  levy  out  of  all  Israel,  and  the 
levy  was  thirty  thousand  men.  He  sent  them  to  Lebanon 
by  courses,  a  month  there  and  two  months  at  home;  to 
build  the  house  of  the  Lord,  his  own  house,  and  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem  and  the  cities  for  his  pleasures,  and  for  his 
stores,  and  for  his  chariots.  The  men  had  to  hew  in  the 
mountains,  and  bear  the  heavy  burdens  to  build  these 
places.  King  Solomon  made  a  navy  of  ships  which  brought 
him  in  silver  and  gold. 

I  Kings  10-12.  When  the  Queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the 
fame  and  wisdom  of  Solomon,  concerning  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  she  came  to  see  him  to  prove  the  story  she  had  heard, 
to  see  if  it  were  true.  She  said.  Thy  wisdom  and  prosperity 
exceedeth  the  fame  which  I  heard.  Gold  and  silver  poured 
in  from  every  side;  all  nations  brought  presents  to  Solomon 
and  he  reigned  in  great  splendor. 

Solomon  loved  the  women  of  other  nations,  whom  he 
saw^  and  who  came  to  see  him.  The  Lord  had  said  concern- 
ing this  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  ye  shall  not  go  among 
them,  neither  shaU  they  come  among  you,  for  surely  they 
will  turn  your  hearts  after  their  gods.  But  Solomon  clave 
unto  these  women  in  love,  and  he  had  seven  hundred  wives. 
When  he  was  old  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart  after 
their  gods,  and  his  heart  was  not  perfect  with  God,  as  w^as 
the  heart  of  his  father  David. 

Solomon  sacrificed  unto  their  gods  and  idols.     The  Lord 
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was  angry  with  him,  because  he  had  turned  away,  and  had 
not  kept  that  which  He  had  commanded.  Wherefore  the 
Lord  said  unto  him,  ''Forasmuch  as  this  is  done  of  thee,  and 
thou  hast  not  kept  my  covenant  and  my  statutes  which  I 
have  commanded  thee,  I  will  surely  rend  the  kingdom 
from  thee  and  give  it  to  thy  servant.  Not  in  thy  days  will 
I  do  it,  for  David,  thy  father's  sake,  but  I  will  rend  it  out 
of  the  hand  of  thy  son.  However,  I  will  not  rend  away  all 
thy  kingdom,  but  I  will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  son,  for  David, 
mj^  servant's  sake,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake  which  I  have 
chosen." 

Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat,  from  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 
was  a  servant  of  Solomon  and  was  a  mighty  man  of  valour 
and  was  industrious,  so  that  Solomon  gave  him  charge  over 
all  the  labor  of  the  building  of  houses.  It  came  to  pass, 
as  Jeroboam  was  going  out  of  Jerusalem,  that  the  prophet 
Ahijah  met  him,  and  they  were  alone  in  the  field.  The 
prophet  was  clad  in  a  new  garment,  and  he  laid  hold  of  it 
and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces,  and  he  said  to  Jeroboam,  ''Take 
thee  ten  pieces,  for  thus  saith  the  Lord  the  God  of  Israel, 
I  will  rend  the  kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solomon  and 
will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee,  because  they  have  forsaken  me 
and  are  turned  away,  and  worship  idols. 

"Thou  wilt  not  take  the  whole  kingdom,  for  David's  sake, 
and  unto  his  son  I  will  give  one  tribe;  that  David,  my  ser- 
vant, will  have  a  lamp  always  before  me  in  Jerusalem,  the 
city  which  I  have  chosen  to  put  my  name  there.  I  will  take 
thee,  and  thou  shalt  reign  over  Israel,  according  to  all  that 
thy  soul  desire,  and  thou  shalt  be  king  over  Israel. 

"It  shall  be,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  all  that  I  command 
thee,  and  will  walk  in  my  ways,  and  do  that  which  is  right 
in  mine  eyes,  to  keep  my  commandments  as  David  did: 
I  wiU  be  with  thee,  and  will  build  a  sure  house  and  will 
give  Israel  unto  thee,  and  I  will  for  this  afflict  the  seed  of 
David,  but  not  forever."     This  is  why  Jeroboam's  hand  was 
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lifted  against  Solomon,  who  sought  to  kill  him;  but  Jero- 
boam arose  and  fled  to  Egypt  and  was  there  until  the  death 
of  Solomon. 


THE   SUMMING  UP   OF   SOLOMOn's  LIFE 


Solomon  reigned  forty  years.  His  reign  was  made 
memorable  by  the  building  of  the  temple.  He  ruled  in 
great  splendor,  was  famous  for  his  rare  wisdom,  wrote  the 
Proverbs,  addressing  his  son;  also  the  Songs  of  Solomon. 
He  was  spoiled  by  luxury  and  pride,  and  the  flattery  of 
strange  women  turned  his  head  and  thoughts  away  from 
God.  In  his  day  idolatry  began  to  appear  among  the 
people.  Solomon  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
in  the  city  of  David,  and  Rehoboam,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  the  house  of  God  was  finished  what  did  Solomon  do? 

2.  What  was  his  prayer,  and  what  feast  did  they  hold? 

3.  How  did  the  Lord  appear  unto  Solomon,  and  what  was  his 
covenant  with  him? 

4.  If  Solomon  turned  away  from  God  what  would  happen? 

5.  What  was  the  levy  Solomon  raised  and  why? 

6.  Where  did  all  the  gold  and  silver  come  from? 

7.  Who  turned  Solomon  away  from  God  and  with  what  result? 

8.  Who  was  Jeroboam  and  how  was  he  told  he  would  be  king  of 
Israel? 

9.  What  did  God  promise  him? 

10.  Why  did  not  God  rend  all  the  kingdom  away? 

11.  Where  did  Jeroboam  go  and  why? 

12.  What  is  the  summing  up  of  Solomon's  life? 


LESSON  28.    I  KINGS  12  TO  15 

I  Kings  12.  After  the  death  of  Solomon,  Rehoboam,  his 
son,  went  to  Shechem,  where  all  Israel  had  assembled  to 
make  him  king.  When  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat,  heard 
of  it  (for  he  was  yet  in  Egypt,  where  he  had  fled  from  Solo- 
mon), they  sent  and  called  him,  and  he  came  with  all  the 
congregation  of  Israel,  and  spake  unto  Rehoboam,  saying; 
''Thy  father,  Solomon,  made  our  yoke  heavy  in  his  service, 
now,  therefore,  make  our  services  lighter,  and  we  will  serve 
thee."  Rehoboam  said,  ''Come  again  in  three  days,"  and 
the  people  departed. 

Then  he  asked  counsel  of  the  old  men  who  had  stood 
before  his  father  and  they  advised  him,  saying,  "If  thou  wilt 
be  kind  to  this  people,  and  please  them,  and  speak  good 
words  to  them  they  will  be  thy  servants  forever."  But  he 
forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  and  asked  advice  of  the 
young  men  that  had  grown  up  with  him.  They  told  him 
to  say  to  the  people,  "Now,  whereas  my  father  did  lade 
you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your  yoke.  My 
father  hath  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  will  chastise 
you  with  scorpions." 

So  when  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  the  king 
the  third  day,  he  answered  them  roughly,  and  spake  the 
advice  of  the  young  men  and  he  hearkened  not  to  the  plea 
of  the  people.  It  was  brought  about  of  God;  that  the 
Lord  might  estabhsh  his  word  which  He  spake  by  the 
prophet  Ahijah  to  Jeroboam.  When  the  people  saw  that 
the  king  hearkened  not  unto  them  they  said,  What  portion 
have  we  in  the  house  of  David,  0  Israel?     So  Israel  de- 
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parted  to  their  tents  and  the  ten  northern  tribes  of  Israel 
rebelled  against  the  house  of  David  and  the  kingdom 
became  divided. 


JUDAH 


ie«»' 


THE  DIVIDED  KINGDOM 
JUOAM  mo  ISRAEL 


THE  DIVIDED  KINGDOM.     1  KINGS  12  TO  15 


Kingdom  of  Judah 
B.  c.  975        When      Rehoboam 

Rehoboam,  ,1-  1 

King  of  was  come  to  Jerusalem 
Judah,        which  is  the  capital  of 

Keigned  ^ 

17  years.  Judah,  he  assembled 
all  the  house  of  Judah  and  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin  in  fight 
against  Israel  to  bring  the  king- 
dom again  to  himself.  But  the 
word  of  God  came  to  a  man  of 
God  saying,  ' '  Speak  unto  Reho- 


KiNGDOM  OF  Israel 
B.  C.  975        The  people  of  Israel 

Jeroboam,  ..     .     ^ 

King  of  calied.  Jeroboam  unto 
S'ed  *^®  congregation  and 
22  years,  made  him  king  over  all 
Israel,  except  Judah  and  Sim- 
eon and  part  of  Benjamin. 

Then  Jeroboam  made  She- 
chem  the  capital  and  built 
therein  and  lived  there,  and  he 
said  in  his  heart,  now  if  this 
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Kingdom  of  Judah  Kingdom  of  Israel 

boam  and  all  the  rest  of  the  people  go  up  to  offer  sacrifices 

people,   Thus  saith  the  Lord,  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jeru- 

ye  shall  not  go  up,  nor  fight  salem,    then  shall  the  heart  of 

against  your  brethren,  for  this  this  people    turn    again    unto 

thing  is  of  me."     They  heark-  their  Lord  Rehoboam  king  of 

ened  unto  the  Lord  and  went  to  Judah,  and  they  will  kill  me  and 

their  tents,  and  returned  from  return  unto  the  king  of  Judah. 

going  against  Jeroboam.  Then  Jeroboam  took  counsel, 

Then  Rehoboam  built  cities  and  made  two  calves  of  gold, 

for  defense  in  Judah.     The  Le-  and  said  unto  the  people,  "  It  is 

vites  left  their  possessions  in  too  much  for  you  to  go  up  to 

Israel  and  came  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem  to  worship;   Behold 

Jerusalem  to  sacrifice  unto  the  thy    gods,     0     Israel,     which 

Lord  the  God  of  their  fathers;  brought  you  up  out  of  the  land 

for  Jeroboam  and  his  sons  cast  of  Egypt."     And  he  set  one  in 

them  off,  that  they  should  not  Bethel  in  the  southern  part  of 

execute  the  priest's  office  in  the  the  kingdom,  and  the  other  he 

kingdom    of    Israel.     So    they  put  in  Dan,  the  far  northern  part, 

strengthened   the   kingdom   of  This  thing  became  a  great 

Judah,  and  they  walked  in  the  sin  in  Israel,  for  the  people  went 

way  of  the  Lord,  or  the  way  of  to  worshiping  the  golden  calves. 

David  three  years.     It  came  to  And  he  made  houses  of  high 

pass  when  the  kingdom  of  Re-  places,  and  made  priests  from 

hoboam  was  strong,  that  he  for-  among  all   the  people,   which 

sook  the  law  of  the  Lord  and  were  not  of  the  sons  of  Levi. 

Judah  did  that  which  was  evil  He  ordained  a  feast  which  he 

in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.     They  had  devised  in  his  own  heart; 

built  high  places  and   pillars,  and  he  offered  upon  the  altar 

and  set  up   Baal  worship   on  sacrifices  unto  the  calves  that 

every  high  hill  and  under  every  he  had  made.     Behold  as  Jero- 

green  tree;    and  they  did  ac-  boam  stood  by  the  altar  of  burnt 

cording  to  all  the  abominations  incense  there  came  a  man  of  God 

of  the  nations  which  the  Lord  out  of  Judah,  by  the  hand  of  God 

drave  out  before  the  children  of  and  he  cried  against  the  altar  by 

Israel.  the  word  of  God.     He  said,  "0 

It  came  to  pass  in  the  fifth  altar  thus  saith  the  Lord,  a  child 
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Kingdom  of  Judah 

year  of  Iving  Rehoboam's  reign; 
that  the  king  of  Egypt  came  up 
against  Jerusalem,  and  took  the 
fenced  cities.  Now  the  prophet 
of  God  came  to  Rehoboam  and 
to  the  princes  of  Judah  that 
were  gathered  unto  Jerusalem, 
because  of  the  king  of  Egypt; 
and  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
'^Ye  hath  forsaken  me,  there- 
fore I  have  also  left  you  in  the 
hand  of  the  king  of  Egypt." 

Then  the  princes  and  the 
king  humbled  themselves  and 
repented,  and  they  said,  The 
Lord  is  righteous.  When  the 
Lord  saw  that  they  humbled 
themselves,  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  the  prophet  say- 
ing, "They  have  humbled  them- 
selves, I  will  not  destroy  them, 
but  I  will  grant  them  deliver- 
ance within  a  little  while;  and 
my  wrath  shall  not  be  poured 
out  upon  Jerusalem  by  the 
hand  of  the  king  of  Egypt. 
Nevertheless  they  shall  be  his 
servants,  that  they  may  know 
my  service,  and  the  service  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  countries." 
The  king  of  Egypt  came  up 
against  Jerusalem  and  took 
away  the  treasures  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  king's 
house,  and  the  shields  of  gold; 
and  it  was  so  that  when  the  king 


Kingdom  of  Israel 

shall  be  born  unto  the  house  of 
David,  Josiah  by  name,  and 
upon  thee  he  shall  sacrifice  the 
priests  of  the  high  places  that 
burn  incense  upon  thee;  and 
men's  bones  shall  they  burn 
upon  thee,  and  he  gave  a  sign 
the  same  day." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
the  king  heard  the  saying  of  the 
man  of  God,  which  he  cried 
against  the  altar;  that  Jero- 
boam put  forth  his  hand  to  lay 
hold  of  him,  and  his  hand  dried 
up  so  that  he  could  not  draw  it 
back  to  him  again.  The  king 
said  unto  the  man  of  God,  "En- 
treat now  the  favor  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  and  pray  for  me  so 
that  my  hand  may  be  restored." 
So  he  entreated  the  Lord  and 
the  king's  hand  was  restored 
him  again. 

Then  Jeroboam  said  unto  the 
prophet,  "Come  home  with  me 
and  refresh  thyself,  and  I  will 
give  thee  a  reward";  but  the 
man  of  God  said,  "I  will  not  go 
with  thee,  nor  eat  or  drink  in 
this  place,  for  it  was  charged  me 
by  the  word  of  the  Lord." 

Now,  there  was  an  old  proph- 
et in  Bethel  whose  son  came 
to  the  man  of  God  and  de- 
ceived him  and  lied  to  him  so 
that  he  went  back,  and  he  was 
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Kingdom  of  Judah  Kingdom  of  Israel 

Rehoboam    humbled    himself,  destroyed     because     he     dis- 

the  wrath  of  the  Lord  turned  obeyed   God.     The  man   that 

from  him,  that  He  would  not  deceived  him  and  enticed  him 

destroy   him   altogether;     and  to  go  back,  said,  that  which  the 

moreover  in  Judah  there  were  prophet    said    concerning    the 

some  good  things  found.  altar    in    Bethel    shall    surely 

There  was  war  between  Re-  come  to  pass. 

hoboam  and  Jeroboam  (or  Ju-  But    after     this     Jeroboam 

dah    and    Israel)    continually,  turned  not  from  his  evil  ways, 

Rehoboam    reigned    seventeen  but  made  again  priests  from 

years  in  Jerusalem  and  he  did  among  all  the  people,  whoso- 

that  which  was  evil,  because  he  ever  would  be  consecrated;  that 

set  not  his  heart  to  seek  the  there  might  be  priests  for  the 

Lord;  and  Rehoboam  died  and  high  places;  and  this  thing  be- 

he  was  buried  in  the  city  of  came  sin  unto  the  house  of  Jero- 

David  and  Abijam  (or  Abijah),  boam,  even  to  cut  it  off  from 

his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead.  the  face  of  the  earth. 

At  that  time  the  son  of  Jero- 
B.  c.  957  Now  Abijam  walked  boam  fell  sick,  and  Jeroboam 
OM-'Sjah),  ^^  all  the  sins  which,  said  to  his  wife,  "  Arise  and  dis- 
cing of  his[f ather  had  done  be-  guise  thyself  that  thou  be  not 
Reigned  fore  him,  and  his  heart  known  to  be  the  wife  of  the 
3  years,  was  uot  perfect  with  the  king;  and  go  to  the  prophet 
Lord  his  God.  Nevertheless,  for  Ahijah  (which  spake  concern- 
David's  sake  did  the  Lord  ing  me  that  I  should  be  king 
his  God  give  him  a  lamp  in  over  all  this  people),  and  he 
Jerusalem  to  set  up  his  son  after  shall  tell  thee  what  shall  be- 
him  and  establish  Jerusalem.  come  of  the  child." 

Now  Abijam  took  an  army  The     Lord    spake    to    the 

of  mighty  men  of  war  and  went  prophet  and  told  him  what  to 

up  against  Jeroboam  in  battle,  tell  her.      When  she  came,  the 

and  he  thought  to  bring  the  prophet  said,   ''Thou  art  the 

kingdom  again  to  the  house  of  king's  wife.  Go  tell  the  king, 

David;    but  Jeroboam  caused  thus  saith  the  Lord  the  God  of 

an  ambushment  to  be  made  be-  Israel,  For  as  much  as  I  have 

hind   them   and   when   Judah  exalted  thee  from  among  the 
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looked  back,  behold  the  battle  people  and  made  thee  leader 
was  before  and  behind  him.  over  my  people  Israel ;  yet  thou 
Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  hast  not  kept  my  command- 
for  help,  and  the  priests  ments,  but  hast  done  evil  and 
sounded  the  trumpets,  and  it  hast  gone  and  made  thee  other 
came  to  pass  that  God  smote  gods  and  molten  images  to  pro- 
Jeroboam  and  all  Israel  before  voke  me  to  anger,  and  hast  cast 
Abijam.  me  behind  thy  back.      There- 

Thus,  the  children  of  Israel  fore,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  the 

or  Jeroboam  were  brought  un-  house  of  Jeroboam.     Then  the 

der  at  that  time,  and  the  chil-  prophet  tells  the  king's  wife  to 

dren  of  Judah  prevailed,   be-  arise  and  go  home,  and  when 

cause  they  relied  upon  the  Lord  her  feet  entered  into  the  city 

the  God  of  their  fathers.  the  child  would  die. 

Abijam  pursued  after  Jero-  '^ Moreover   the    Lord    shall 

boam,    and    took    cities    and  raise  Him  up  a  king  over  Israel 

towns   from   him.    Now   Abi-  who  shall  cut  off  the  house  of 

jam  reigned  in  Jerusalem  three  Jeroboam.    For  the  Lord  shall 

years   and  he   died   and   they  smite  Israel  as  a  reed  is  shaken 

buried  him  in  the  city  of  David,  in  the  waters;  and  he  shall  root 

and  Asa  his  son  reigned  in  his  up  Israel  out  of  this  good  land 

stead.  which  he  gave  to  their  fathers; 

and  shall  scatter  them  beyond 

QUESTIONS  ^^®  river  Jordan,  because  they 

have  made  their  images.    He 

1.  Who  was  king  of  Israel  after  shall  give  up  Israel  because  of 
the  death  of  Solomon,  and  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  which  he 
what  did  the  people  ask  of  j^^^h  sinned  and  wherewith  he 

^^'  hath  made  Israel  to  sin." 

2.  What  did  the  older  men  advise  The  children  of  Judah  warred 
the  king  to  do,  and  whose  ad-  against  Israel  and  they  fled  be- 
vice  did  he  take,  and  what  was  f  ^j-e  Judah  and  were  slain  with  a 
^  ■  great  slaughter.     And  the  days 

3.  What  did  his  answer  cause  the  which  Jeroboam  reigned  were 
people  to  do,  and  why?  twenty-two  years,  and  the  Lord 

4.  What  tribes  or  houses  were  smote  him  and  he  died  and  Na- 
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left  for  Rehoboam  to  reign 
over,  what  was  the  kingdom 
called,  and  what  was  the  capi- 
tal? 

5.  In  what  year  was  Rehoboam 
made  king,  how  many  years 
did  he  walk  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord? 

6.  Then  what  did  Judah  do  that 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  and  who  came  against 
Jerusalem? 

7.  What  did  the  prophet  tell 
Rehoboam? 

8.  How  long  did  Rehoboam  reign, 
what  kind  of  a  king  was  he, 
and  why? 

9.  Who  reigned  in  his  stead  and 
in  what  year? 

10.  What  did  he  do,  and  what  kind 
of  a  Idng  was  he? 

11.  How  long  did  he  reign,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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dab,    his   son,    reigned   in   his 
stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  the  ten  northern  tribes 
of  Israel  rebelled,  who  did  they 
call  to  be  their  king,  and  in 
what  year,  and  why? 

2.  What  was  the  kingdom  called, 
and  what  was  the  capital? 

3.  What  did  Jeroboam  think  in 
his  heart,  and  what  was  he 
afraid  the  people  would  do? 

4.  What  did  he  make  for  the  peo- 
ple to  worship,  and  what  did  he 
tell  the  people,  and  where  did 
he  put  the  golden  calves? 

5.  What  did  this  become  in  Is- 
rael, who  came  to  warn  Jero- 
boam, and  what  was  the  result? 

6.  When  the  king's  son  fell  sick 
what  word  did  the  Lord  send 
to  the  king  by  the  prophet? 

7.  What  would  happen  to  Jero- 
boam and  Israel  because  of  the 
sin  of  Jeroboam? 

8.  How  long  did  Jeroboam  reign 
in  Israel,  and  who  reigned  in 
his  stead? 
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B.C. 955         ^g^  ^j^  ^YiSit  which 

Asa,  King 

of  Judah,  was  good  and  right  in 
4f'y"a%^  the  eyes  of  the  Lord. 
For  he  took  away 
the  strange  altars  and  high 
places,  and  brake  down  the  pil- 
lars, and  cut  down  the  Ash- 
erim,  or  images.  And  com- 
manded Judah  to  seek  the  Lord 
the  God  of  their  fathers  and  to 
do  the  law  and  command- 
ments; and  the  Lord  gave  Ju- 
dah rest  on  every  side,  and  they 
built  and  prospered. 

It  came  to  pass  that  there 
came  out  against  them  the 
Ethiopians  with  an  army,  and 
Asa  went  to  meet  them  in  bat- 
tle. Asa  cried  unto  the  Lord 
his  God,  and  said,  ''Lord  there 
is  none  beside  thee  to  help,  be- 
tween the  mighty  and  him  that 
hath  no  strength.  Help  us, 
O  Lord,  for  we  rely  on  thee." 

So  the  Lord  smote  the  Ethio- 
pians before  Asa  and  before 
Judah,  and  the  Ethiopians  fled 
and  Asa  and  the  people  pur- 
sued them  and  smote  all  the 
cities.     They  carried  back  with 
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Na£b!^  Nadab  did  that 
King  of  which  was  evil  in  the 
Reigned  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
2  years.  walked  in  the  way  of 
his  father  Jeroboam,  in  wor- 
shiping the  idols.  A  man  by 
the  name  of  Baasha  of  the 
house  of  Issachar,  one  of  the 
northern  tribes  of  Israel,  plotted 
against  Nadab  the  king  of  Is- 
rael as  they  were  laying  siege  to 
a  city  belonging  to  the  Phihs- 
tines,  and  smote  him  and  he 
died.  Now  Nadab  reigned  over 
Israel  two  years,  Baasha  slew 
him  and  reigned  in  his  stead. 

B.C. 952  It  came  to  pass  as 
of1st'ei!^'"^soon  as  Baasha  was 
Reigned  king  that  he  smote  all 
the  house  of  Jeroboam. 
He  left  not  any;  but  destroyed 
all;  which  He  spake  by  the 
hand  of  his  servant  Abijah, 
when  he  warned  Jeroboam 
against  the  sin  wherewith  he 
made  Israel  to  sin. 

Baasha  warred  against  Ju- 
dah, so  as  not  to  allow  any  to  go 
out  or  come  in  to  the  king  of 
Judah. 
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them  sheep  and  camels  in  abun- 
dance and  retm-ned  to  Jerusa- 
lem. And  the  spirit  of  God 
came  to  Azariah,  a  man  of  God 
and  he  went  out  to  meet  Asa 
and  said  unto  him,  ''Hear  ye 
me,  Asa  and  all  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin, the  Lord  is  with  you 
while  you  are  with  Him  and  if 
ye  seek  Him  He  will  be  found  of 
you;  but  if  ye  forsake  Him  He 
will  forsake  you.  Now  for  a 
long  time  Israel  hath  been  with- 
out a  true  God,  and  without  a 
teaching  priest  and  without 
law;  but  when  in  theu'  distress 
they  turned  unto  the  Lord  the 
God  of  Israel  and  sought  Him, 
they  found  Him.  But  without 
God  came  great  vexations  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land  and 
they  were  broken  in  pieces,  na- 
tion against  nation  and  city 
against  city.  But  be  ye  strong, 
let  not  your  hand  be  idle  for 
your  work  shall  be  rewarded." 

When  Asa  heard  these  words 
even  the  prophecy  of  Obed  the 
prophet,  he  took  courage  and 
put  away  all  the  abominations 
out  of  all  the  land  and  he  re- 
newed the  altar  of  the  Lord  that 
was  before  the  porch  of  the 
Lord. 

And  Asa  gathered  all  Judah 
and  Benjamin  and  all  those  that 
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Now  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  Jehu  the  son  of  the 
prophet  Hanani.  Thus  say  to 
the  king  Baasha,  'Tor  as  much 
as  I  have  allowed  thee  to  be 
y  leader  over  my  people,  and  thou 
hast  walked  in  the  way  of  Jero- 
boam and  hast  made  my  people 
to  sin,  behold  I  will  utterly 
sweep  away  Baasha  and  his 
house  and  all  who  belong  to 
him  and  destroy  them."  Now 
Baasha  reigned  over  Israel 
twenty-four  years  and  he  died 
and  his  son  Elah  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

Bj^^;  »30  Elah  walked  in  the 
King  of  sins  of  Jeroboam,  to 
RefgVed  worship  idols  and  he 
2  years.  jiyed  in  Tirzah,  and  his 
servant  Zimri,  captain  of  half 
his  chariots,  conspired  against 
him  to  kill  him.  Now,  Elah 
was  in  Tirzah  drinking  himself 
drunk,  and  Zimri  went  in  and 
smote  him  and  killed  him. 
Elah  reigned  over  Israel  two 
years  and  Zimri  reigned  in  his 
stead. 


It    came    to 


B.C.  928         ^^    came    to    pass 

Zimri,  ^ 

King  of  when  Zimri  began  to 
Rei^gned  reigu  that  he  smote  all 
7  days.  ^\^q  housc  of  Baasha. 
He  left  not  a  single  one  of  his  kin 
folk  nor  his  friends  alive.    Thus 
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lived  there  from  the  other 
tribes,  and  there  were  a  great 
many  who  came  from  the  king- 
dom of  Israel  to  dwell  in  Judah 
when  they  saw  that  the  Lord 
his  God  was  with  him. 

So  they  gathered  themselves 
together  at  Jerusalem  and  sac- 
rificed unto  the  Lord  their  God. 
And  they  entered  into  a  cove- 
nant or  promise  to  seek  the 
Lord  the  God  of  their  fathers 
with  all  their  heart  and  with 
all  their  soul;  and  whosoever 
would  not  seek  the  Lord  should 
be  put  to  death,  and  they  all 
sware  unto  the  Lord  together 
with  one  voice,  and  they  re- 
joiced for  what  they  had  done 
and  they  sought  the  Lord  with 
their  whole  desire  and  found 
Him,  and  the  Lord  gave  them 
rest  from  wars  for  about 
twenty  years. 

Then  Baasha,  king  of  Israel, 
came  against  Judah  and  built 
Ramah  on  the  southern  border 
of  Israel  that  none  might  go  out 
of  Israel  to  join  the  king  of 
Judah. 

Then  Asa  took  gold  and  sil- 
ver out  of  the  treasures  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  and  sent  it  to 
the  king  of  Syria  that  dwelt  at 
Damascus  which  is  north  of 
Israel,  and  said  to  him,  ''Let 
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did  Zimri  destroy  all  the  house 
of  Baasha  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord  which  he 
spake  against  Baasha  by  Jehu 
the  prophet.  For  all  the  sins 
of  Baasha  and  the  sins  of  Elah, 
his  son,  wherewith  they  made 
Israel  to  sin  and  provoke  the 
Lord  the  God  of  Israel  to  anger 
with  their  vanities. 

Now  the  men  of  Israel  en- 
camped against  the  city  that 
belonged  to  the  Philistines,  and 
when  they  heard  of  the  con- 
spiracy and  treachery  of  Zimri, 
all  Israel  made  Omri,  who  was 
captain  of  their  hosts,  king  over 
Israel  that  day  in  the  camp. 
Omri  went  up  and  all  Israel 
with  him,  and  they  besieged 
Tirzah  where  Zimri  dwelt.  And 
it  came  to  pass  when  Zimri  saw 
that  the  city  was  taken,  he 
went  to  the  palace  of  the  king's 
house  and  burnt  the  king's 
house  over  him  and  he  died,  for 
his  sins,  which  he  sinned  in  do- 
ing that  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  in  walking  in 
the  way  of  Jeroboam  to  worship 
idols. 

B.C. 928  After  the  death  of 
King  of        Zimri  the  people  of  Is- 

Rer'ed  ^^®^  ^®^®  divided,  half 
12  years,  of  the  people  followed 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Tibni, 
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there  be  a  league  between  us;  to   make  him  king;    and   the 

behold  I  have  sent  thee  gold  other  half  followed  Omri,  who 

and  silver,  go  break  thy  league  had  more  strength  and  so  pre- 

with  the  king  of  Israel  that  he  vailed  against  Tibni  and  those 

might     depart    from    fighting  who  followed  Omri  were  vic- 

against  me."  torious,    and   Tibni   died   and 

So  the  king  of  Syria  heark-  Omri  reigned  over  Israel.    He 

ened  unto  Asa  and  he  sent  his  bought  a  hill  for  two  talents  of 

captains  and  armies  against  the  silver  from  a  man  by  the  name 

cities  of  Israel  that  were  in  the  of  Shemer,  and  he  fortified  the 

northern  part  of  the  kingdom  hill  and  built  a  city  thereon, 

and  smote  them.   And  when  the  and   called   the   city   Samaria 

king  of  Israel  heard  of  this,  he  after  the  owner,  and  he  made 

left  off  building  Ramah  and  let  this  city  the  capital  of  Israel, 

his  work  cease  and  went  to  de-  Omri  did  that  which  was  evil 

fend  his  cities  in  the  north.  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  and 

Then   Asa,   king   of   Judah,  dealt  wickedly  above  all  that 

took  all  the  men  of  Judah  and  were  before  him.     He  walked 

they  carried  away  all  the  stones  in  all  the  ways  of  Jeroboam  who 

and  timber  of  Ramah  and  built  worshiped  idols.    Omri  reigned 

two  cities  for  defense  for  Judah.  over  Israel  twelve  years;    six 

''And  at  that  time,  Hanani  years  he  reigned  in  Tirzah  and 

the  prophet,  came  to  Asa,  king  six    years    in    Samaria.    And 

of  Judah,  and  said  unto  him,  Ahab,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 

Because  thou  hast  rehed  on  the  stead, 

king  of  Syria  to  help  you,  and  QUESTIONS 
hast  not  relied  on  the  Lord  thy 

God,  therefore  hast  the  host  of  1-  ^^^t  did  Nadab  do  that  was 

the  king  of  Syria  escaped  out  of  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^S^*  «^  *^e  I^^^^- 

thine  hand.        Were  not  the  2.  Who  is  Baasha,  and  what  did 

Ethiopians  a  huge  host  and  a  he  do? 

great  many?    Yet  because  thou  3.  How   long   did   Nadab   reign 

didst  rely  on  the  Lord  He  de-  over  Israel,  how  did  he  die, 

livered  them  into  thine  hand.  and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  4.  When  Baasha  began  to  reign 

and  fro  throughout  the  whole  what  did  he  do,  and  why? 
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earth  to  show  Hhnself  strong 
in  behalf  of  them,  whose  heart 
is  perfect  towards  Him.  Here- 
in thou  hast  done  fooHshly,  be- 
cause from  henceforth  thou 
shalt  have  wars." 

In  his  old  age  Asa  was 
greatly  diseased  in  his  feet,  yet 
he  sought  not  the  Lord  for 
help,  but  trusted  to  man.  Nev- 
ertheless the  heart  of  Asa  was 
perfect  with  the  Lord  all  his 
days  to  serve  him  and  to  obey 
His  commandments.  He 
reigned  in  Jerusalem  over  Ju- 
dah forty-one  years  and  he 
died,  and  Jehoshaphat,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  was  Asa,  what  kind  of  a 
king  was  he,  and  what  did  he 
do? 

2.  Who  did  Asa  rely  on  when  the 
Ethiopians  came  against  him 
in  battle,  and  what  was  the  re- 
sult? 

3.  What  prophet  came  to  Asa  and 
what  did  he  tell  him? 

4.  Who  gathered  themselves  to- 
gether, what  covenant  did 
they  make,  and  with  what  re- 
sult? 
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5.  What  did  Baasha  do  to  pre- 
vent the  people  from  going  to 
Judah? 

6.  What  did  the  prophet  tell 
Baasha  the  Lord  would  do  to 
his  house,  and  why? 

7.  How  long  did  Baasha  reign 
over  Israel,  and  who  reigned 
in  his  stead? 

8.  What  did  Elah  do,  and  where 
did  he  dwell? 

9.  Wlio  conspired  against  him, 
and  what  was  he  doing  when 
he  was  killed? 

10.  How  long  did  Elah  reign  over 
Israel? 

11.  When  Zimri  began  to  reign 
over  Israel,  what  did  he  do, 
and  why? 

12.  When  the  people  of  Israel 
heard  what  Zimri  had  done, 
what  did  they  do? 

13.  Where  did  Omri  and  the  peo- 
ple go,  and  how  long  did  Zimri 
reign? 

14.  Who  was  Omri,  and  after  the 
death  of  Zimri  what  did  the 
people  do,  and  who  were  vic- 
torious? 

15.  What  did  Omri  buy,  what  did 
he  call  the  city,  and  what  did 
it  become? 


6.  Why  did  Israel  come  against     16.  How  long  did  Omri  reign  over 
Judah,  in  what  way,  and  what  Israel,  and  who  reigned  in  his 

did  Asa  do  for  help?  stead? 
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6.  What  prophet  came  to  Asa, 
and  what  did  he  tell  him  he 
had  done? 

7.  Wliat  does  the  Lord  do  for 
those  who  rely  on  Him? 

8.  How  long  did  Asa  reign  in  Jer- 
rusalem,  and  who  reigned  in 
his  stead? 
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B.C. 914  The  Lord  was  with 
shapiiat  Jehoshaphat,  because 
•^'"8  °f       he  walked  in  the  first 

Judah 

Reigned  ways  of  David  and 
^  y""'-  sought  not  the  Baalim, 
or  idol  worship,  but  sought  the 
God  of  his  fathers,  and  walked 
in  His  commandments  and  not 
after  the  doings  of  Israel. 

Therefore,  the  Lord  estab- 
lished the  kingdom  in  his  hand 
and  all  Judah  brought  Jehosh- 
aphat  presents  and  he  had 
riches  and  honor  in  abundance. 
His  heart  was  lifted  up  in  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  and  he  took 
away  some  of  the  high  places, 
or  altars  to  worship  idols,  out  of 
Judah. 

In  the  third  year  of  his  reign, 
he  sent  his  princes  to  teach  the 
law  of  the  Lord  in  the  cities  of 
Judah,  and  with  them  he  sent 
the  Levites  who  were  priests; 
and  they  taught  in  Judah,  hav- 
ing the  book  of  the  law  of  the 
Lord  with  them  and  they  went 
about  through  all  the  cities  of 
Judah  and  taught  the  Lord's 
commandments  out  of  the  book 
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Bj^C.  918  Ahab  did  that  which 
King  of  was  evil  in  the  sight 
Israel         q£  ^YiQ  Lord  abovo  all 

Keigned 

22  years.  the  kiugs  that  Were 
before  him.  It  came  to  pass, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  light  thing 
for  him  to  walk  in  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam,  that  he  took  to 
wife  Jezebel,  the  daughter  of 
the  king  of  Zidonians  of  Phoe- 
nicia and  went  and  served 
Baal  and  built  a  house  and 
reared  up  an  altar  for  Baal 
worship  in  Samaria. 

In  his  day  Jericho  was  re- 
built (see  Jos.  6  :  26) .  God  sent 
his  servant  Elijah,  who  was  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Gilead,  the 
wild  and  beautiful  hill  country 
east  of  Jordan,  to  warn  Israel 
of  their  great  sin;  owing  to  the 
influence  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel, 
the  people  had  almost  entirely 
forsaken  the  worship  of  the 
Lord  and  had  become  worship- 
ers of  Baal,  the  Phoenician 
god. 

Elijah's  mission  was  to  bring 
the  people  back  to  worship  the 
true    God.      Elijah    went    to 
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of  the  law  of  the  Lord.  And 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  fell  upon  all 
the  Idngdom  ai'ound  about 
Judah,  so  that  they  made  no 
war  against  Jehoshaphat. 

Now  Jehoshaphat  had  riches 
and  honor  in  abundance  and 
there  was  danger  (read  Deut.  8) 
lest  his  heart  be  lifted  up  in  his 
own  strength  and  he  forget 
God.  And  after  certain  years 
he  went  down  to  Ahab,  king  of 
Israel,  to  Samaria  and  joined 
with  him  in  battle. 

Ahab,  king  of  Israel,  said 
unto  Jehoshaphat,  king  of  Ju- 
dah, ''Wilt  thou  go  with  me 
against  Ramoth-gilead,"  and  he 
answered,  ''We  will  be  with 
thee  in  war."  And  Jehosha- 
phat said,  "Inquire,  I  pray 
thee,  at  the  word  of  the  Lord 
to-day,"  and  Ahab  gathered  his 
prophets  together  and  said  unto 
them,  Shall  we  go  into  battle? 
And  they  said,  ''Go  up  for  the 
Lord  shall  deliver  it  by  the 
king's  hand." 

But  Jehoshaphat  said,  "Is 
there  not  a  prophet  of  the  Lord 
here  that  we  might  inquire  of 
him? "  And  he  said,  "There  is 
yet  one  man  by  whom  we  may 
inquire  of  the  Lord,  but  I  hate 
him  for  he  never  prophesieth 
good  concerning  me  but  always 
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Ahab,  and  said,  "There  shall 
not  be  dew  or  rain  these  years 
but  according  to  my  word." 
Then  the  Lord  told  Elijah  to  go 
hide  by  the  brook  Cherith  near 
Jordan  and  the  Lord  said,  I 
have  commanded  the  ravens  to 
feed  thee,  so  Elijah  did  accord- 
ing to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

He  was  then  directed  to  go  to 
a  poor  widow,  who  would  feed 
him;  she  divided  what  she  had 
with  Elijah  and  her  son.  It 
came  to  pass  that  the  son  fell 
sick  and  died,  then  EHjah  cried 
unto  the  Lord,  and  prayed  for 
his  soul  to  be  restored  to  him 
again.  The  Lord  answered, 
and  Elijah  carried  him  down 
to  his  mother,  and  said  to 
her,  "See,  thy  son  liveth,"  and 
she  said,  "Now  I  know  thou  art 
a  man  of  God,  and  the  word  of 
the  Lord  in  thy  mouth,  is 
truth." 

After  three  years,  the  Lord 
told  Elijah  to  "  Go  show  thyself 
to  Ahab,  and  I  will  send  rain 
upon  the  earth."  The  fam- 
ine was  sore  in  Samaria  when 
Elijah  went  to  Ahab,  who  said. 
It  is  because  of  thee,  thou 
troubler  of  Israel.  And  Elijah 
said,  "I  have  not  troubled  Is- 
rael, but  thou,  and  thy  father's 
house  in  that  ye  hath  forsaken 
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evil."  Jehoshaphat  said,  Let  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
not  the  king  say  so.  The  king  and  hath  followed  Baalim.  Now 
of  Israel  sent  for  Micaiah  and  therefore  send  and  gather  to 
as  both  the  kings  sat  upon  their  me  all  Israel  unto  Mount  Car- 
thrones  at  the  entrance  of  the  mel,  all  your  j^rophets  of  Baal 
gate  of  Samaria  where  all  and  Asherah." 
his  prophets  prophesied  before  Elijah  came  near  all  the  peo- 
them;  the  servant  brought  the  pie  and  said,  "How  long  halt  ye 
true  prophet  of  God,  and  they  between  two  opinions?  If  the 
said  unto  him,  Now  all  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  Him,  but 
prophets  of  the  king  have  if  Baal,  follow  him";  and  the 
prophesied  good  with  one  voice,  people  said  not  a  word.  Then 
let  thy  word  be  like  theirs  and  Elijah  said,  I,  only,  am  left  a 
speak  thou  good.  The  prophet  prophet  of  the  Lord  among 
said,  "What  the  Lord  has  di-  you,  but  Baal's  prophets  are 
rected  me,  I  will  speak  " ;  and  he  four  hundred  and  fifty.  Now 
told  what  God  spake  unto  let  us  prepare  two  sacrifices  and 
them.  So  the  king  of  Israel  "Call  ye  on  the  name  of  your 
and  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah,  god,  and  I  will  call  on  the  name 
went  up  against  Ramoth-gilead.  of  the  Lord,  and  the  God  that 

Now,  when  the  captains  of  answers   by   fire,    let   him   be 

the  Syrian  army  saw  Jehosha-  God,"  and  worship  Him,  and 

phat  they  said.  It  is  the  king  of  the  people  said.  It  is  well. 

Israel     (for    Ahab    was     dis-  And  they  called  on  the  name 

guised),  and  they  turned  about  of  Baal  from  morning  till  noon, 

to  fight  him,  but  he  cried  out  Saying,  0  Baal  answer  us,  but 

unto  God  and  the  Lord  helped  there  was  no  answer,  and  they 

him;  and  God  moved  the  Syr-  called  until  even  and  no  answer, 

ians  to  depart  from  pursuing  Then,  Elijah  said,  "Come  near 

him   and   he   returned   to   his  to  me  and  he  repaired  the  altar 

house  in  peace  to  Jerusalem.  of  the  Lord  that  was  thrown 

Jehu,  the  son  of  Hanani  the  down;    and  he  made  a  trench 

prophet,  went  out  to  meet  him,  around    the    altar,    and    said, 

and  said,  "Shouldest  thou  help  Pour  four  barrels  of  water  on 

the  wicked  and  love  them  that  the  wood  and  bm-nt  offering,  do 

hate  the  Lord?     For  this  thing,  this  three  times  and  then  Elijah 
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wrath  is  upon  thee  from  before  said,  0  Lord  the  God  of  Abra- 

the  Lord.     Nevertheless,  there  ham,  of  Isaac  and  of  Israel,  let 

are  good  things  found  in  thee;  it  be  known  this  day  that  thou 

that  thou  hast  put  away  the  art  God  in  Israel  and  that  I  am 

images  out  of  the  land  of  Ju-  thy  servant  and  have  done  all 

dah  and  hast  set  thine  heart  to  these     things     at    thy    word, 

seek  God."  Hear  me  0  Lord,  that  this  peo- 

Being  reproved  Jehoshaphat  pie  may  know  that  thou  Lord, 

went  out  again  among  the  peo-  art  God,  and  thou  art  come  to 

pie    and    brought    them    back  turn  their  hearts   back   again 

again  unto  the  Lord,  the  God  unto   thee."     The  fire  of  the 

of   their   fathers.     He   set   up  Lord   fell,   and   consumed   the 

judges  in  the  land  throughout  burnt  offering,   and  when  the 

all  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  said  people  saw  it  they  fell  on  their 

to  them:   ''Consider  what  you  faces  and  said.  The  Lord,  He  is 

do,  for  ye  judge  not  for  man,  God.     Then    Elijah    took    the 

but  for  the  Lord,  and  he  is  with  prophets  of  Baal  down  to  the 

you   in   the   matter   of   judg-  brook  Kishon  and  slew  them 

ments.    Now,  therefore,  let  the  there. 

fear  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you  in  Elijah   went   up   to   Mount 

doing  His  law,  take  heed  and  do  Carmel  and  told  his  servant  to 

it,  for  there  is  no  iniquity  with  go  seven  times  and  look  toward 

the  Lord  our  God,  nor  respect  the  sea,  and  he  saw  a  cloud; 

of  persons,  nor  taking  of  gifts."  and  it  came  to  pass,  in  a  httle 

He  set  the  Levites  for  the  while,  that  the  heavens  grew 
judgment  of  the  Lord  and  for  black  with  clouds  and  there 
controversies,  between  blood  was  a  great  rain.  And  Ahab 
and  blood,  etc.  Ye  shall  warn  rode  and  went  to  Jezreel,  and 
them,  that  they  be  not  guilty  told  all  that  Elijah  had  done, 
before  the  Lord,  so  that  wrath  Jezebel  sought  to  kill  Elijah, 
come  not  upon  you.  Thus,  who  arose  and  went  to  Beer- 
shall  ye  do  in  the  fear  of  the  sheba  in  Judah  and  left  his  ser- 
Lord  faithfully  and  with  per-  vant  there  and  he  went  a  day's 
feet  heart  and  ye  shall  not  be  journey  into  the  wilderness  and 
guilty.  The  chief  priest  is  over  sat  under  a  juniper  tree;  and  he 
you  in  all  matters  of  the  Lord,  asked  that  he  might  die  and 
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also  the  Levites  shall  be  officers 
before  you.  Deal  courageously 
and  the  Lord  be  with  the  good. 
And  it  came  to  pass  after 
this,  that  the  children  of  Moab 
and  the  Ammonites  came 
against  Jehoshaphat  to  battle. 
Some  told  him  saying,  There 
Cometh  a  great  multitude 
against  thee  from  beyond  the 
sea,  and  Jehoshaphat  feared, 
and  set  himself  to  seek  the  Lord 
and  all  Judah  gathered  to- 
gether to  seek  help  of  the  Lord. 
Jehoshaphat  stood  in  the  con- 
gregation and  prayed  to  God 
for  help,  and  after  the  prayer  all 
Judah  stood  before  the  Lord 
with  their  wives  and  little  ones, 
then  upon  Jahaziel,  the  son  of 
a  Levite,  came  the  spuit  of 
the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  the 
congregation.  ''And  he  said, 
hearken  ye,  all  Judah,  and  ye 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  and 
thou  king  Jehoshaphat,  thus 
saith  the  Lord  unto  you,  fear 
not  ye,  nor  be  dismayed  by  rea- 
son of  this  great  multitude,  for 
the  battle  is  not  yours,  but 
God's.  To-morrow  go  ye  down 
against  them,  ye  shall  not  need 
to  fight  in  this  battle;  set  your- 
selves in  array,  and  stand  still, 
and  see  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord  with  you,  0  Judah  and 
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said,  0  Lord  take  away  my  life, 
and  then  he  lay  down  and  slept. 
An  angel  touched  him  and  said, 
''Arise  and  eat,"  and  he  looked 
and  there  was  at  his  head  a  cake 
and  a  cruse  of  water,  he  ate  and 
drank  and  then  lay  down  again. 
The  angel  touched  him  a  sec- 
ond time  and  said,  "Arise  and 
eat  because  the  journey  is  too 
great  for  thee";  and  he  did  as 
the  angel  said,  and  he  went  in 
the  strength  of  that  food  forty 
days  and  forty  nights  unto 
Mount  Horeb,  the  Mount  of 
God. 

He  lodged  there  in  a  cave, 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  him  and  asked  why  he  was 
there,  and  he  answered  that  the 
children  of  Israel  had  forsaken 
the  Lord,  and  had  sinned 
against  Him,  and  they  now 
sought  his  own  life.  And  the 
Lord  said,  "Go  forth  and  stand 
on  the  Mount  before  the  Lord." 
Behold  the  Lord  passed  by, 
after  this  the  still  small  voice 
came  to  Elijah. 

The  Lord  said,  "Go,  return 
on  thy  way,  by  the  wilderness 
of  Damascus,  and  when  thou 
comest,  thou  shalt  anoint  Ha- 
zael  to  be  king  over  Syria;  and 
Jehu,  son  of  Nimshi,  shalt  thou 
anoint  to  be  king  over  Israel; 
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Jerusalem,  for  the  Lord  is  with 
you." 

And  Jehoshaphat  bowed 
down  his  face  to  the  ground  and 
all  Judah  fell  down  before  the 
Lord  worshiping.  Then,  they 
stood  up  to  praise  the  Lord 
with  a  loud  voice.  They  arose 
early  in  the  morning  and  went 
forth  in  the  wilderness,  and  as 
they  went  Jehoshaphat  said, 
"Believe in  the  Lord  your  God 
and  his  prophets  and  ye  shall 
prosper."  He  chose  those  who 
were  to  sing  unto  the  Lord,  and 
praise  the  beauty  of  holiness  as 
they  went  out  before  the  army 
saying,  "Give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord  for  his  mercy  endureth 
forever." 

When  they  began  to  sing  and 
to  praise;  the  Lord  set  liers  in 
wait  for  their  enemies  and  they 
were  smitten.  When  Judah 
came  to  the  watch  tower  of  the 
wilderness,  they  looked  upon 
the  multitude  and  all  were  dead 
and  none  escaped;  and  they 
took  of  the  spoils  in  abundance 
and  returned  to  Jerusalem,  with 
Jehoshaphat  in  the  forefront, 
and  they  all  came  with  harps 
and  trumpets  unto  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  for  He  had 
made  them  rejoice  over  their 
enemies. 
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and  Elisha,  son  of  Shaphat, 
shalt  thou  anoint  to  be  prophet 
in  thy  stead.  He  that  escapes 
from  the  sword  of  Hazael  shall 
Jehu  slay,  and  he  that  escapes 
from  Jehu  shall  Elisha  slay. 
Yet  I  will  leave  me  seven  thou- 
sand in  Israel  who  have  not 
bowed  unto  Baal." 

Elijah  departed  from  thence 
and  found  Elisha,  who  was 
ploughing;  Elijah  passed  over 
unto  him,  and  cast  his  mantle 
upon  him,  and  Elisha  left  his 
oxen  and  ran  after  Elijah. 
Then  he  bid  his  father  and 
mother  goodby,  and  arose  and 
went  after  Ehjah  and  ministered 
with  him  seven  years. 

Now  Benhadad,  king  of  Syria, 
went  with  his  men  to  besiege 
Samaria  and  a  prophet  came  to 
Ahab  and  said,  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  see  this  great  multitude, 
behold  I  will  deliver  it  into 
thine  hand  and  thou  shalt  know 
that  I  am  the  Lord."  So  when 
they  came  to  battle  the  Syrians 
were  defeated;  but  they  said 
they  would  come  again,  as  the 
God  of  Israel  was  the  God  of 
the  hills.  In  a  year  they  came 
again,  and  fought  in  the  valley 
and  were  defeated.  Then  the 
king  of  Sjrria  girded  sackcloth 
on  his  loins  and  went  to  Ahab 
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The  fear  of  God  was  on  all  and  made  a  covenant  with  him 

kingdoms     of     the     countries,  to  spare  his  Ufe,  and  Ahab  let 

when  they  heard  that  the  Lord  him  go. 

fought  against  the  enemies  of         Then    a    prophet    disguised 

Judah.     So   the   realm   of   Je-  himself,  and  waited  by  the  way 

hoshaphat  was   quiet,   for  his  for  Ahab  and  spake  a  parable 

God   gave    him    rest    around  unto  him  and  Ahab  said,  Thou 

about.  hast    decided    it.      Then    the 

After  this  Jehoshaphat  joined  prophet  took  the  bandage  from 

himself  with  Ahaziah,  king  of  his  eyes  and  Ahab  saw  that  he 

Israel,  to  make  ships  to  go  to  was  a  prophet  of  God.    And  he 

Tarshish  for  gold,  but  Ehezer  said  to  Ahab,  ''Thus  saith  the 

the  prophet,  prophesied  against  Lord,  because  thou  hast  let  go 

Jehoshaphat,   saying.   Because  out  of  thine  hand,  the  king  of 

thou  hast  joined  thyself  with  Syria,   whom  I  had  given  to 

Ahaziah,    the    Lord   hath    de-  destruction;   therefore,  thy  life 

stroyed  thy  works,   and  they  shall  go  for  his  life,  and  thy 

went  not,  for  the  ships  were  people  for  his  people,"  and  the 

broken  to  pieces,  that  they  were  king  went  to  his  house  in  Sa- 

not  able  to  go  to  Tarshish.  maria  heavy  hearted  and  dis- 

Jehoshaphat  reigned  over  Ju-  pleased. 

dah  twenty-five  years,  and  he         It  came  to  pass  after  these 

slept  with  his  fathers  and  Je-  things,  that  Naboth,  a  Jezreel- 

horam,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  ite,  whose  vineyard  joined  the 

stead.  king's  grounds,  refused  to  sell  it 

QUESTIONS  ^^  exchange  it  with  the  king. 

-.    TTTi  .,    T     1    •.,  T  ,     ,  '^^is  made  Ahab  very  angry, 

1    Wnywasthe  Lord  with  Jenosh-  „ 1 1  •       -j.       .,  a.    ,  , ,  ' 

j^^^.p  and  his  wife  said, ' '  Art  thou  not 

oTTtrux\a-iTu    u     uxj     •  ^^S  ^^  Isracl?    Let  thy  heart 

2.  What  did  Jehoshaphat  do  m  ,  t      -n     •        ,i 

the  third  year  of  his  reign?  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  g^^^  ^^^^  the 

Q   TTTi    X    -ii  ,  1,  J  Vineyard ";  SO  she  wrote  letters 

6.  What  will  too  much  honor  and  •     .i     i  •      ,  •       -nt 

riches  make  men  do  towards  ^^  *^^  ^^S  ^  ^^"^®  accusing  Na- 

God?  both  and  he  was  put  to  death. 

4.  What  did  Jehoshaphat  go  to  ^^^^  Jezebel  went  to  Ahab  and 

Samaria  for,  and  what  did  he  said  to  him,  Arise,  and  take  pos- 

do  with  Ahab?  session. 
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5.  Wlio  saved  him  in  battle,  and 
what  did  the  prophet  tell  him 
as  he  returned  to  Jerusalem? 

6.  Being  reproved,  what  did  Jc- 
hoshaphat  do,  and  for  what 
purpose? 

7.  When  the  multitude  came 
against  Judah  in  battle,  what 
did  Jehoshaphat  and  the  peo- 
ple do? 

8.  What  does  God  speak  to  them 
through  the  prophet? 

9.  How  did  they  go  out  to  meet 
the  enemy? 

10.  When  they  began  to  sing  and 
praise  God  what  did  He  do  for 
them? 

11.  What  effect  did  the  victory 
have  on  other  countries? 

12.  Who  did  Jehoshaphat  join 
himself  with,  what  for,  and 
what  was  the  result? 

13.  How  long  did  Jehoshaphat 
reign,  and  who  reigned  in  his 
stead? 
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The  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  Elijah  saying,  Go  down  to 
meet  Ahab  and  say  to  him, 
''Hast  thou  killed  and  taken 
possession?  What  has  hap- 
pened to  Naboth  will  happen 
to  thee,  because  thou  sold  thy- 
self to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord.  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil 
upon  thee  and  sweep  away  thine 
house  and  all  thy  kindred." 

When  Ahab  heard  these 
things  he  rent  his  clothes  and 
went  softly  before  the  Lord. 
When  God  saw  that  he  hum- 
bled himself,  he  said,  ''I  will 
not  bring  evil  upon  him  in  his 
day  but  in  the  days  of  his  son." 
There  were  three  years  without 
war  between  Israel  and  Syi'ia, 
then  Jehoshaphat,  king  of  Ju- 
dah, came  down  and  made 
peace  with  Ahab,  and  joined 
with  him  in  battle  against  Ra- 
moth-gilead. 

Now  it  was  ordained  of  God 
that  Ahab  go  up  and  fall  in  the 
battle,  because  of  his  wicked- 
ness, so  the  prophets  prophesied 
for  him  to  go.  He  went  dis- 
guised into  the  battle,  because 
the  king  of  Syria  told  his  cap- 
tains to  fight  only  to  take  the 
king  of  Israel.  But  a  man  at  a 
venture,  or  by  accident,  drew 
his  bow  and  smote  the  king  of 


I  KINGS  17  TO  II  KINGS  2  143 

Kingdom  of  Judah  Kingdom  of  Iskael 

Israel;  and  Ahab  said,  ''Turn 
and  carry  me  out,  for  I  am  sore 
wounded,"  and  Ahab  died  at 
even,  and  a  cry  went  out 
through  the  hosts  saying.  Every 
man  to  his  city. 

Ahab  reigned  over  Israel 
twenty-two  years  and  Ahaziah, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

B.  C.898         Ahaziah   walked  in 

Ahaziah  ,1  .i  r     1  ■ 

King  of  the  evil  ways  oi  his 
L*""?^'  J       father  and  mother  and 

Keigned  a  t      i 

2  years.  served  Baal.  Moab 
rebelled  against  Israel  after  the 
death  of  Ahab.  Ahaziah  fell 
through  the  lattice  of  his  upper 
chamber  and  was  sick,  and  he 
sent  his  servant  to  Baalzebub 
the  god  of  Ekron,  to  inquire  if 
he  should  recover. 

''The  angel  of  the  Lord  said 
unto  Elijah,  Arise  and  go  to 
meet  the  servants  of  the  king  of 
Israel  and  say  to  them.  Is  it  be- 
cause there  is  no  God  in  Israel 
that  ye  go  to  inquire  of  Baalze- 
bub? Now,  therefore,  thus 
saith  the  Lord,  say  to  the  king  of 
Israel,  thou  shalt  not  come 
down  from  thy  bed  where  thou 
hast  gone  but  shall  surely  die, 
and  Eli j  ah  departed . ' '  The  ser- 
vants returned  and  told  the 
king  what  a  man  had  told  them 
and  he  said,  It  is  Elijah. 
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Then  the  king  sent  a  com- 
pany of  fifty  to  EUjah  and  they 
found  him  sitting  on  top  of  a 
hill  and  they  said,  ''0  man  of 
God,  the  king  hath  said,  come 
down."  Elijah  answered,  ''I 
am  a  man  of  God,  let  fire  come 
down  from  heaven  and  consume 
thee,"  and  it  was  so,  and  they 
were  consumed.  Then  the  king 
sent  another  fifty  men  and  they 
were  consumed;  then  the  third 
time  the  angel  of  the  Lord  told 
Elijah  to  fear  not,  but  go  down. 
Elijah  arose  and  went  to  the 
king  and  told  him  what  the 
Lord  had  said;  and  Ahaziah 
died  according  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord  which  Elijah  had 
spoken. 

Ahaziah  reigned  over  Israel 
two  years  and  Jehoram,  the  son 
of  Ahab,  reigned  in  his  stead 
because  Ahaziah  had  no  son. 

QUESTIONS 

L  What  evil  did  Ahab  do,  and 
who  did  God  send  to  warn 
Ahab  and  the  people  of  their 
sins? 

2.  What  was  Elijah's  mission, 
what  miracle  did  he  perform, 
and  with  what  result? 

3.  What  test  did  Elijah  give  to 
prove  the  true  God,  and  what 
did  he  do  to  the  prophets  of 
Baal? 
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4.  Where  did  Elijah  go,  and  what 
did  God  tell  him? 

5.  Who    was    to    take    Elijah's 
place? 

6.  What   did   Ahab   do   to   Na- 
both,  and  with  what  result? 

7.  How   was   Ahab   killed,    and 
why? 

8.  How  long  did  Ahab  reign,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

9.  When  Ahaziah  was  king,  who 
rebelled  against  Israel? 

10.  What  happened  to  Ahaziah, 
and  who  did  he  send  his  ser- 
vants to  inquire  of? 

11.  What  did  Elijah  tell  them? 

12.  Who  did  the  king  send  after 
Elijah,  and  what  happened  to 
them? 

13.  How  long  did  Ahaziah  reign, 
and  who  reigned  in  his 
stead? 
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B.  C.  893         Jehoram     had     six  ?•, ^-  ^'^        It  came  to  pass,  that 

Jehoram  i        i  i  Jehoram  i  i     ,    i 

King  of        brothers  and  when  he  King  of       the  Lord  would  take 

Sed       was  made  king  he  slew  {^'^H^j      up  Elijah  by  a  whirl- 

8  years.       all  his  brothers  with  12  years,      wind  into  heaven,  he 

the  sword  and  did  that  which  went  from  place  to  place  and 

was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  Ehsha  would   not   leave   him. 

and  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  They  came  to  the  Jordan,  and 

kings  of  Israel,  for  he  had  the  fifty  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets 

daugher  of  Ahab,  a  former  king  stood  afar  off  and  Elijah  took 

of  Israel,  to  wife.  his  mantle  and  smote  the  waters 

However,  the  Lord  would  not  and  they  were  divided  and  they 

destroy  the  house  of  David,  be-  two  went  over  on  dry  ground, 
cause  he  promised  to  give  a        Then   Elisha   asked   that   a 

lamp   to   his   children   always,  double  portion  of  Elijah's  spirit 

Jehoram   passed   over   Jordan  be  upon  him,  and  it  was  granted 

with  his  captains  and  he  arose  him.     As  they  walked  on  and 

by  night  and  smote  the  Edom-  talked,  behold  there  appeared  a 

ites,    which    were    compassed  chariot  of  fire  and  Elijah  went 

about  him,  so  they  had  to  flee  up  by  a  whirlwind  into  heaven. 

to  their  tents  and  Edom  re-  Then  Elisha  returned  and  the 

volted  from  under  the  hand  of  sons  of  the  prophets  asked  after 

Judah,   because  Jehoram  had  his  master.     Elisha  healed  the 

forsaken  the  Lord  the  God  of  waters  at  Jericho,  then  he  went 

his  fathers.   Moreover,  he  made  to  Bethel  and  as  he  passed  by, 

high  places  in  the  mountains  the  lads  came  out  of  the  city  and 

and  compelled  the  inhabitants  mocked  him,  and  said.  Go  up, 

of  Jerusalem  and  Judah  to  go  thou  baldhead,  and  he  cursed 

astray.     There  came  a  writing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 

to  him  from  Elijah  the  prophet,  and  two  bears  came  out  of  the 

saying,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  woods    and    devoured    them. 

146 
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the  God  of  David  thy  father,  EHsha  went  to  Mount  Carmel 
because  thou  hast  not  walked  in  and  thence  to  Samaria. 
the  ways  of  Jehoshaphat  thy  Jehoram,  son  of  Ahab,  king 
father,  nor  in  the  ways  of  Asa,  of  Israel,  did  evil  in  the  sight  of 
king  of  Judah,  but  hast  walked  the  Lord,  but  not  like  his  father 
in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Is-  and  mother.  He  put  away  the 
rael,  and  hast  made  Judah  like  pillars  of  Baal  that  his  father 
the  house  of  Ahab;  and  also  had  made,  but  he  still  wor- 
hast  slain  thy  brothers  of  thy  shiped  the  golden  calves  that 
father's  house,  which  were  bet-  Jeroboam  had  made. 
ter  than  thyself.  Behold,  the  Now,  the  Moabites  rebelled 
Lord  will  smite  with  a  great  against  Israel,  and  Elisha  de- 
stroke,  thy  people  and  thy  chil-  livered  the  message  of  the  Lord 
dren  and  thy  wives  and  all  thy  to  the  kings  and  told  them  how 
substance.  Thou  shalt  have  to  defeat  the  Moabites,  who  de- 
great  sickness  by  disease  of  thy  parted  from  Israel  to  return  to 
bowels  until  they  fall  out  by  their  own  land.  There  was  a 
reason  of  thy  sickness  day  by  widow  who  could  not  pay  her 
day.  debts,  so  they  were  going  to 

''And  the   Lord   stirred  up  take  her  children  as  bondsmen, 

against  Jehoram,  the  spirit  of  She  called  on  Elisha  in  her  dis- 

the    Philistines    and   Arabians  tress  and  told  him  that  all  she 

which   are  beside  the  Ethiop-  had  was  a  pot  of  oil.    EHsha 

ians;  and  they  came  up  against  caused  the  oil  to  increase,  and 

Judah  and  broke  into  it,  and  told  her  to  sell  it  and  pay  her 

carried  away  all  the  substance  debts  and  live  on  the  rest, 

that  was  found  in  the  king's  As  EHsha,  led  by  God,  was 

house;  and  his  sons  also  and  his  going  to  and  fro  through  the 

wives  so  there  was  not  a  son  left  land  ministering  to  the  people 

him,  but  Jehoahaz  or  Ahaziah  he  passed  by  a  woman's  house, 

the  youngest  of  his  sons."  and  she  invited  him  in  to  eat 

After  all  this  the  Lord  smote  bread,  and  as  oft  as  he  passed 

Jehoram  in  the  bowels  with  an  by  he  turned  in  hither  to  eat 

incurable  disease  so  that  he  died  bread.    The  woman  said,  to  her 

and  they  buried  him,  but  not  husband,  I  perceive  that  this  is 

in  the  sepulchers  of  the  kings,  a  holy  man  of  God,  who  passeth 
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Jehoram  reigned  in  Jerusa-  by  us  continually,  let  us  make  a 

lem  eight   years  and  Aliaziah  room  for  him  and  prepare  it 

his  youngest  son  reigned  in  his  for  his  comfort.    When  Elisha 

stead.  came  again  he  found  the  room 

ready,  and  he  rested;  and  then 

B.C.&85         Ahaziah   walked   in  told   his   servant   to   call   the 

Ahaziah 

King  of       the  ways  of  the  house  Shunammite   woman,    and   he 

Reigned       0^  Ahab,  and  his  moth-  asked  her  what  he  could  do  for 

1  year.        g^'g  name  was  Athal-  her,  and  she  said,  she  had  no 

iah   daughter  of  Omri  one  of  son,  and  Elisha  promised  her  a 

the  kings  of  Israel.     She  was  son.     It  came  to  pass  when  the 

his   counselor   to   do  wickedly  child  was  grown  he  was  taken 

after  the  death  of  his  father,  sick  and  died;  and  the  woman 

to   his    destruction.     He    also  took  him  and  laid  him  on  the 

walked  after  their  counsel  and  bed  of  the  man  of  God,  and 

went  with  Jehoram,  the  son  of  then  went  in  search  of  Elisha, 

Ahab,   king  of  Israel,   to  war  who    returned    with    her    and 

against  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  raised  up  her  son. 

at  Ramoth-gilead,  and  the  Syr-  There  was  a  dearth  in  the 

ians  wounded  the  king  of  Israel  land  when  Elisha  came  to  Gil- 

and  he  returned  to  Jezreel  to  be  gal,  and  he  fed  the  people  to 

healed  of  his  wounds.  prove  the  power  of  God. 

Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah,  went  Now  Naaman,  the  captain  of 

down  to  see  Jehoram,  king  of  the  hosts  of  the  king  of  Syria, 

Israel,    because   he   was    sick,  was  a  great  man,  because  by 

Now  the  destruction  of  Aha-  him  the  Lord  had  given  victory 

ziah  was  of  God;    in  that  he  unto  Syria,  but  he  was  a  leper, 

went  out  with  Jehoram  against  The    Syrians    had    brought 

Jehu,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  whom  away  captive  out  of  the  land  of 

the  Lord  had  anointed  to  cut  Israel   a  little  maid,  and  she 

off  the  house  of  Ahab.  waited  on  Naaman's  wife  and 

It  came  to  pass  when  Jehu  she  told  her  of  Ehsha,  the  man 

was  executing  judgment  on  the  of  God  in  Samaria,  who  could 

house  of  Aliab  that  he  found  the  cure  the  king  of  his  leprosy.    So 

princes  of  Judah  and  the  sons  Naaman  sent  presents  to  Elisha 

and  brethren  of  Ahaziah  min-  who  rent  his  clothes  and  said, 
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istering  unto  the  king  of  Israel, 
and  Jehu  slew  them;  and  he 
sought  Ahaziah  who  fled  by  the 
way  of  the  garden  of  Jezreel  in 
Samaria,  and  they  brought  him 
to  Jehu  and  slew  him. 

They  carried  him  to  Jerusa- 
lem and  buried  him.  There 
was  none  of  the  house  of  Aha- 
ziah left  to  reign  over  the 
kingdom. 

B.  c.  884  When  Athaliah,  the 
Athaliah  mother  of  Ahaziah,  saw 
of  that  her  son  was  dead, 

Ref°ed  ®^®  arose  and  de- 
over  stroyed  all  the  royal 

Judah  1        p  J 1  1  p 

6  years.  ^eed  01  the  house  01 
Judah.  But  the  sister 
of  Ahaziah  took  Joash  or  Je- 
hoash,  the  youngest  son  of 
Ahaziah,  who  was  a  baby,  and 
stole  him  away  from  among  the 
king's  sons  that  were  slain, 
even  him  and  his  nurse  and  hid 
them  in  the  bedchamber  from 
Athaliah,  so  that  he  was  not 
slain.  He  was  hid  with  his 
nurse  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
six  years  and  Athaliah  reigned 
over  Judah. 

Then  Jehoiada  the  priest  of 
the  Lord  strengthened  himself, 
and  took  the  captains  of  the 
hundreds  into  covenant  with 
him,  and  they  went  about  in 
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''Let  Naaman  come  to  me  and 
he  shall  know  there  is  a  prophet 
of  God  in  Israel." 

Naaman  went  in  his  chariot 
to  see  Elisha,  and  Elisha  sent  a 
messenger  out  to  him  and  said, 
''Go  wash  in  the  Jordan  seven 
times  and  thou  shalt  be  clean." 
Naaman  was  angry  at  first,  but 
his  servants  bid  him  go,  and  he 
dipped  himself  seven  times  in 
the  Jordan  and  was  clean. 
Then  he  went  to  Elisha  and 
said,  I  know  there  is  a  God  in 
Israel  by  what  has  been  done 
for  me.  He  offered  Elisha  pres- 
ents, but  he  refused  them  and 
they  returned  home.  Elisha' s 
servant,  Gehazi,  followed  the 
chariot,  and  asked  for  money 
and  raiment  which  Naaman 
gave  him.  When  he  returned, 
Elisha  said,  My  heart  went  out 
with  you,  and  for  what  you 
have  done,  the  leprosy  which 
Naaman  had,  shall  cleave  unto 
thee  forever;  and  Gehazi  went 
out  from  Elisha,  a  leper  white 
as  snow. 

The  sons  of  the  prophets  were 
cutting  down  wood  by  the  Jor- 
dan to  build  a  dwelling  place, 
and  an  axe-head  fell  into  the 
water.  Elisha,  who  was  with 
them,  smote  the  water  with  a 
stick  and  caused  the  iron  to 
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Judah  and  gathered  all  the  swim,  and  the  man  put  out  his 
Levites  and  the  heads  of  the  hand  and  took  it  up. 
father's  house,  and  they  came  The  king  of  Syria  warred 
to  Jerusalem.  And  all  the  eon-  against  Israel.  The  king  of  Is- 
gregation  made  a  covenant  with  rael  said  to  his  servants.  In  this 
the  king  in  the  house  of  God.  place  will  be  my  camp.  Then 
And  the  priests  said  unto  them,  Elisha  went  unto  the  king  of 
"Behold  the  king's  son  shall  Israel  saying.  Beware  thou  pass 
reign,  as  the  Lord  hath  spoken  not  such  a  place,  the  Syrians  are 
concerning  the  sons  of  David,  coming,  and  the  king  saved 
This  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall  himself.  This  thing  caused  the 
do.  Divide  them  into  three  king  of  Syria  to  be  more 
parts,  and  station  them  to  troubled,  and  he  asked  why  it 
guard  the  king  and  set  all  the  was.  His  servant  said,  Elisha, 
people  with  every  weapon  in  the  prophet  of  Israel,  telleth 
his  hand,  from  the  right  side  to  the  king  of  Israel  the  words 
the  left  side  of  the  house  along  that  thou  speakest  in  thy  bed- 
by  the  altar.  Bring  the  king's  chamber, 
son  and  put  the  crown  upon  Then  he  sent  a  great  host  to 
him,  and  give  him  the  testi-  take  Elisha,  and  they  came  by 
mony,  and  make  him  king."  night  and  compassed  the  city 
The  priest  and  his  sons  an-  about  where  Elisha  was.  In 
ointed  him  and  said,  ''God  the  morning,  the  servant  of 
save  the  King."  Elisha  said,  Alas  my  master, 

When    Athaliah    heard    the  what  shall  we  do?    Elisha  said, 

noise  of  the  people  praising  the  Fear  not,  for  God,  that  is  with 

king,  she  came  to  the  people  in  us,  is  more  than  they  that  be 

the   house   of   the   Lord,    and  with  them.     The  young  man's 

looked;    and  behold,  the  king  eyes  were  opened,  and  he  saw 

stood  by  his  pillar  at  the  en-  how  they  were  protected.  Then 

trance  and  all  the  people  re-  the  Syrians  were  made  blind 

joiced  and  blew  with  trumpets,  and  Elisha  led  them  to  Samaria; 

and  the  singers  led  the  singing  and  he  asked  the  Lord  to  open 

of  praise.  their  eyes  that  they  might  see, 

Then     Athaliah     rent     her  and  he  fed  them  and  sent  them 

clothes  and  cried  "Treason!"  away.     They    went    to    their 
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The  priest  said  unto  the  cap-  master,  and  told  him,  and  the 

tains   of   hundreds.    Send   her  bands  of  Syrians  came  no  more 

forth  between  the  ranks,  slay  into  the  land  of  Israel, 

her  not  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Benhadad,    king    of    Syria, 

So  they  made  way  for  her,  and  with  all  his  host  went  up  and 

she  went  to  the  entry  of  the  besieged  Samaria.    Now  there 

horse  gate  to  the  king's  house  was  a  great  famine  in  Samaria, 

and  they  slew  her  there.     Then  and  it  grew  worse,  so  that  the 

the  priest  made  a  covenant  be-  women  cried  unto  the  king  for 

twTen  himself  and  all  the  people  bread,  and  he  sent  word  unto 

and  the  king,  that  they  should  Elisha  and  said,  Behold  this  is 

be  the  Lord's  people.  of  the  Lord,  why  should  I  wait 

They  all  went  to  the  house  of  any  longer?    And  Elisha  said, 

Baal,  and  brake  it  down,  and  On  the  morrow  there  shall  be 

brake  his  altars  and  unages  in  plenty,    but    they    would    not 

pieces  and  slew  the  priests  of  believe. 

Baal  before  the  altars.      The  It    happened    in    this    way. 

priest  restored  the  offices  of  the  There  were  four  leprous  men 

house  of  the  Lord  unto  the  hand  sat  at  the  gate  of  Samaria  and 

of  the  priests,  the  Levites,  as  it  they  said.  If  we  enter  the  city 

is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  we  shall  die;    and  if  we  stay 

with  rejoicing  and  singing,  ac-  here  we  shall  die,  now  let  us  go 

cording  to  the  order  of  David,  to  the  camp  of  the  Syrians.     So 

He  set  the  porters  at  the  gate  they  went  out,  and  they  found 

of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  that  no  man  in  the  camp,  for  the  Lord 

none  that  were  unclean  in  any  had  made  the  hosts  of  Syrians 

thing    should    enter    in.     The  to  hear  a  great  noise  of  horses 

captains    and    all    the    people  and   chariots,   and   they  were 

brought  down  the  king  from  sore  afraid  and  they  fled  and 

the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  they  left  all  they  had.     The  leprous 

came  unto  the  king's  house,  and  men  went  and  told  the  king  of 

set  the  king  upon  the  throne  of  Israel,  and  the  people  went  and 

the  kingdom.     So  all  the  people  took  the  spoils  of  the  Syrians, 

of  the  Lord  rejoiced  and  Joash  on  the  morrow,  and  had  plenty 

reigned  over  Judah.     Athaliah  according  to  the  word  of  the 

reigned  over  Judah  six  years.  Lord  by  Elisha. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  Wliat  wicked  act  did  Jehoram 
do  when  he  was  king? 

2.  Who  was  his  wife,  in  whose 
ways  did  she  walk? 

3.  Who  revolted  from  Judah  and 

why? 

4.  What  did  Elijah  write  to  Je- 
horam, and  why? 

5.  In  whose  ways  did  Ahaziah 
walk,  who  was  his  mother  and 
what  did  she  do? 

6.  Where  did  Ahaziah  go,  what 
happened  to  him,  and  why? 

7.  How  long  did  he  reign,  and 
what  did  his  mother  do  when 
she  heard  that  he  was  dead? 

8.  Who  saved  Ahaziah's  youngest 
son,  and  how? 

9.  Who  restored  the  word  of  the 
Lord  concerning  the  sons  of 
David,  and  how  did  he  do  it? 

10.  What  did  Athaliah  do  when 
she  saw  the  king,  and  what 
happened  to  her? 

11.  How  long  did  Athaliah  reign, 
and  who  reigned  in  her  stead? 
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After  this  Elisha  came  to 
Damascus,  and  Benhadad,  king 
of  Syria  was  sick,  so  he  sent  his 
servant  Hazael  to  inquire  of 
Elisha  if  he  should  recover. 
And  Elisha  said,  Go  tell  him  he 
shall  surely  recover,  but  the 
Lord  hath  showed  me,  he  shall 
surely  die,  and  he  looked  stead- 
fastly at  Hazael  until  he  was 
ashamed,  and  Elisha  wept. 
Then  Hazael  said,  why  weepest 
thou?  Elisha  answered,  I  know 
the  evil  thou  wilt  do  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Israel,  for  the  Lord  hath 
showed  me  that  thou  shalt  be 
king  over  Syria.  And  Hazael 
went  to  his  master  and  said, 
Thou  shalt  surely  recover.  It 
came  to  pass  on  the  morrow 
that  Hazael  killed  his  master, 
Benhadad,  and  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

Then  Elisha  called  one  of  the 
sons  of  the  prophets  and  said. 
Take  this  vial  of  oil  in  thine 
hand  and  go  to  Ramoth-gilead 
and  find  there  Jehu,  and  take 
him  in  an  inner  chamber  and 
say,  '^Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I 
have  anointed  thee  king  over 
Israel;  and  tell  him  what  he  is 
to  do." 

Then  Jehu  came  forth  and 
told  the  people  what  the  man 
had  said  to  him  and  the  people 
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blew  the  trumpet  saying,  Jehu 
is  king.  Jehu  conspired  against 
Jehoram,  king  of  Israel,  who 
had  returned  from  Ramoth- 
gilead  unto  Jezreel  to  be  healed 
of  his  wounds;  which  the  Syri- 
ans had  given  him  when  he 
fought  with  Hazael,  king  of 
Syria.  So  Jehu  rode  in  a  char- 
iot and  went  to  Jezreel,  for  Je- 
horam lay  there  sick.  The 
king  of  Judah  was  come  down 
to  see  him,  and  they  went  out  to 
meet  Jehu  in  their  chariot,  and 
said,  ''Is  it  peace,  Jehu?"  He 
answered  them,  and  drew  his 
bow  and  smote  the  king  of  Is- 
rael and  he  died,  according  to 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  Jeho- 
ram reigned  over  Israel  twelve 
years  and  Jehu  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

B.  c.  884  Now  Jehu  wrote  let- 
King  of  ters  to  Samaria  to  the 
Israel         rulers   of  Jezreel    and 

Reigned 

28  years,  told  them  to  set  theu" 
master's  son  on  his  father's 
throne.  But  they  were  exceed- 
ingly afraid  and  they  said,  "We 
are  thy  servants,  do  that  which 
is  good  in  thine  eyes."  Jehu 
wrote  a  second  letter  and  said, 
''Take  the  heads  of  your  mas- 
ter's sons  and  come  to  me  in 
Jezreel."     Now  Ahab  had  sev- 
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enty  sons,  and  they  slew  all 
these  and  took  the  heads  to 
Jehu  in  Jezreel.  And  he  told 
the  people,  that  thus,  the  Lord 
hath  done  that  which  he  spake 
unto  his  servant  Elijah.  So 
Jehu  smote  all  that  remained  in 
the  house  of  Ahab  in  Jezreel, 
and  he  went  to  Samaria  and 
smote  all  that  remained  unto 
Ahab  there. 

Then  he  gathered  all  the  peo- 
ple together  and  said,  ''Ahab 
served  Baal  a  little,  but  Jehu 
shall  serve  him  much,  for  I  have 
a  great  sacrifice  to  do  to  Baal"; 
and  he  sent  throughout  all  Israel 
that  every  worshiper  of  Baal 
should  be  at  the  sacrifice;  but 
Jehu  did  it  with  the  intent  to  de- 
stroy them.  When  they  came,  he 
set  a  guard  over  the  house  that 
none  escape,  and  when  they  had 
sacrificed  he  said  to  the  guard, 
"Go  in,  and  slay  them,  let  none 
come  forth";  and  they  brought 
the  pillars  and  burned  them  and 
brake  down  the  house.  Thus 
Jehu  destroyed  Baal  out  of  Is- 
rael. But  Jehu  took  no  heed 
to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
but  worshiped  the  golden 
calves  which  Jeroboam  had 
made. 

In  those  days  the  Lord  began 
to  cut  Israel  short,  for  Hazael, 
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king  of  Sjo-ia,  smote  all  the  coast 
of  Israel.  Jehu  died  and  Je- 
hoahaz,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Where  and  how  was  Elijah 
taken  into  heaven? 

2.  What  did  Jehoram  put  away 
that  his  father  had  made,  and 
who  rebelled  against  Israel? 

3.  What  was  Elisha's  message  of 
the  Lord  to  the  king? 

4.  What  did  Elisha  do  for  the 
widow  who  could  not  pay  her 
debts,  and  why? 

5.  Whose  son  did  Elisha  raise 
from  the  dead,  and  why? 

6.  Who  was  Naaman,  how  did  he 
hear  of  Elisha,  and  how  was  he 
cured  and  why? 

7.  How  did  Elisha  save  Israel 
from  the  Syrian  band? 

8.  How  was  the  famine  in  Sa- 
maria relieved,  and  why? 

9.  When  Elisha  came  to  Damas- 
cus who  sent  for  him,  and  how 
did  Hazael  become  king  of 
Syria? 

10.  Who  did  Elisha  have  anointed 
king  of  Israel,  and  what  was  he 
to  do,  and  why? 

11.  How  was  the  Baal  worship 
destroyed  out  of  Israel? 

12.  What  happened  to  Israel  in 
»  these  days,  and  why? 

13.  How  long  did  Jehu  reign,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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B.  C.  878 
Joash  (or 
Jehoash) 
King  of 
Judah 
Reigned 
40  years. 


B.  C.  856 
Jehoahaz 
King  of 
Israel 
Reigned 
17  years. 


Jehoahaz  did  evil  in 

the  sight  of  the  Lord, 

and  followed  in  the  sins 

of  Jeroboam;    he   de- 

not   from   them.     The 


Joash   did  right  in 

the  eyes  of  the  Lord  all 

the  days  of  Jehoiada 

the    priest.       And    it 

came  to  pass  that  Joash  parted 

was  reminded  to  restore  the  hon-  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 

or  of  the  Lord,  for  the  sons  of  against  Israel,  and  he  delivered 

Athaliah,  that  wicked  woman,  them  into  the  hand  of  Hazael, 

had  broken  up  the  house  of  God  king   of    Syria,    and   into   the 

and  all  the  dedicated  things  did  hand  of  Benhadad,  son  of  Ha- 

they  bestow  upon  Bashim.  zael,  all  the  days  of  Jehoahaz. 

So  he  gathered  all  the  priests  And    Jehoahaz    besought    the 


and  Levites  and  said,  "Go  out 
unto  the  cities  of  Judah  and 
gather  money  to  repair  the 
house  of  your  God  from  year  to 
year."     So  Joash  commanded  a 


Lord  in  his  distress  and  the 
Lord  hearkened  unto  him,  for 
he  saw  the  oppression  of  Israel; 
and  He  would  give  Israel  a 
saviour  that  they  might  go  out 


chest  made  and  set  it  without,  from  under  the  hand  of  Syria, 
at  the  gate  of  the  house  of  the  if  they  would  turn  from  their 
Lord;  and  he  made  a  proclama-     sin  and  worship  Him, 


tion  throughout  Judah  to  bring 
in  for  the  Lord  the  tax  that 
Moses  the  servant  of  God  laid 
upon  Israel  in  the  wilderness. 
And  they  gathered  money  in 
abundance. 


However,  they  did  not  de- 
part from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam 
but  walked  therein,  and  there 
remained  the  Asherim  in  Sa- 
maria. For  the  king  of  Syria 
left  not  to  Jehoahaz  of  the  peo- 


So    the    workmen    wrought,  pie,  save  fifty  horsemen,   and 

and  the  work  was  finished  by  ten  chariots  and  the  footmen; 

them  and  the  rest  of  the  money  for  all  the  rest  of  the  people 

was  brought  to  the  king  and  did  the  king  of  Syria  destroy, 
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priest,  and  they  made  vessels 
for  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the 
days  of  Jehoiada  the  priest, 
for  he  did  good  in  Judah  for 
God,  and  for  the  house  of  God; 
but  he  grew  old  and  died.  After 
his  death  the  princes  of  Judah 
came  and  made  obeisance  to  the 
king  and  he  hearkened  to  them. 
They  forsook  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  their  fathers, 
and  served  Asherim  and  idols, 
and  wrath  came  upon  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  for  this  their 
guiltiness.  God  sent  prophets 
to  them  to  bring  them  again 
unto  the  Lord. 

Joel  The  Joel  prophesied  of  the 

Prophet  plagues  upou    Judali, 

KSs  the  awfulness  of  God's 

From  B.  c.  judgments,  and  warned 

875  to  850      ■'      f  '  ,      ,, 

25  years,  and  eucouraged  the 
people  to  repent  and  turn  to 
God.  (Read  the  book  of  Joel.) 
And  the  spirit  of  God  came 
upon  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Je- 
hoiada, the  priest,  and  he  stood 
above  the  people  and  said, 
''Why  transgress  ye  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord,  that 
ye  cannot  prosper?  Because 
ye  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  He 
hath  also  forsaken  you,"  and 
they  conspired  against  Zecha- 
riah and  stoned  him. 
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and  make  them  hke  the  dust  to 
trample  on. 

Jehoahaz  reigned  over  Israel 
seventeen  years,  and  he  died 
and  was  buried  in  Samaria,  and 
Joash  or  Jehoash,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

J-  C-  842  Jehoash  departed 
King  of  not  from  the  sins  of 
Refgned  Jeroboam,  but  wor- 
16  years,  shiped  the  golden 
calves,  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord. 

Now  Ehsha  was  fallen  sick  of 
the  sickness  whereof  he  died, 
and  Jehoash,  king  of  Israel, 
came  down  unto  him  and  wept 
over  him  and  said,  ''My  father, 
my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel, 
and  the  horsemen  thereof." 
AndElisha  said  unto  Jehoash, 
king  of  Israel,  "Take  bow  and 
arrows  and  put  thine  hand  upon 
the  bow,"  and  Elisha  put  his 
hand  upon  the  king's  hand  and 
he  said,  "Open  the  window  east- 
ward and  shoot."  Then  Eli- 
sha said,  "The  Lord's  arrow  of 
victory  over  Syria.  For  thou 
shalt  smite  the  Syrians  in 
Aphek  till  thou  hast  consumed 
them." 

Then  he  said,  "Take  the  ar- 
rows and  smite  upon  the 
ground,"    and   Jehoash   smote 
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Thus  Joash  remembered  not  the    ground    thrice    and    quit, 

the  kindness   which   Jehoiada,  This  made  Elisha  wroth  with 

the  priest,  had  done  to  him,  but  him,  and  he  said, ''  Thou  should- 

slew  his  son.    And  it  came  to  est  have   smitten  five   or   six 

pass  at  the  end  of  the  year,  that  times,  then  hadst  thou  smitten 

the  army  of  the  Syrians  came  Sjo-ia  until  thou  hadst  consumed 

up  against  him,  and  they  came  them;  whereas  now,  thou  shalt 

to  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  and  smite  Syria  but  thrice,"   and 

destroyed  all  the  princes  of  the  Elisha   died   and   they  buried 

people.     The  Syrian  army  was  him. 

a  small  company  of  men,  and  Now,  the  bands  of  Moabites 

the  Lord  delivered  a  very  great  invaded  the  land  at  the  begin- 

host  of  Judah  into  their  hand  ningof  theyear;  and  it  came  to 

because  they  had  forsaken  the  pass,  as  they  were  burying  a 

Lord,  the  God  of  their  fathers,  man,  that  they  spied  the  band 

Joash  took  all  the  hallowed  of  Moabites  and  they  cast  the 

things  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  man  into  the  sepulcher  of  Elisha, 

and  all  the  gold  and  sent  it  to  and  as  soon  as  the  man  touched 

Hazael,  king  of  Syria.     So  they  the  bones  of  Elisha  he  revived 

executed  judgment  upon  Joash  and  stood  upon  his  feet, 

when  they  departed  from  him  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  had 

for  they  left  him  in  great  dis-  oppressed  Israel  all  the  days  of 

eases.    His  own  servants  con-  Jehoahaz,  Jehoash's  father;  but 

spired    against    him,    for    the  the   Lord   was   gracious   unto 

blood  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  them,  and  had  compassion  on 

Jehoiada  the  priest,  and  they  them,  because  of  his  covenant 

slew  him  in  his  bed  and  he  died,  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob 

Joash  reigned  over  Judah  forty  and  would  not  destroy  them; 

years  and  Amaziah,   his  son,  neither  cast  he  them  from  his 

reigned  in  his  stead.  presence  as  yet.     Hazael,  king 

of  Syria  died,  and  Benhadad, 

B.  c.  841         Amaziah    did    that  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

King  of       which  was  right  in  the  Jehoash  took  again  out  of  the 

R^^\d      ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  Lord,  yet  hand  of  Benhadad  the   cities 

29  years,     not  like  David,  but  he  which  Hazael  had  taken  out  of 

did  according  to  all  that  Joash  the    hand    of    Jehoahaz,    his 
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his  father  had  done.  He  slew 
his  servant  which  had  killed  the 
king  his  father,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses,  as  the  Lord  com- 
manded. 

Then  he  gathered  all  the  men 
of  war  out  of  Judah,  and  he 
hired  a  hundred  thousand  men 
out  of  Israel  for  a  hundred  tal- 
ents of  silver.  But  there  came 
a  man  of  God  to  him,  saying, 
''0  king  let  not  Israel  go  with 
thee,  for^he  Lord  is  not  with 
Israel;  but  if  thou  wilt  go,  do 
vaUantly,  be  strong  for  the  bat- 
tle, God  shall  cast  thee  down 
before  the  enemy,  for  God  hath 
power  to  help,  and  to  cast 
down."  Then  Amaziah  said. 
What  shall  we  do  for  what  I 
have  given  for  the  army  of  Is- 
rael, and  the  man  of  God  said, 
The  Lord  is  able  to  give  thee 
much  more  than  this. 

Amaziah  separated  the  army 
of  Israel  and  told  them  to  go 
home,  and  they  departed  in 
fierce  anger.  Then  Amaziah 
led  forth  his  people,  and  smote 
the  children  of  Seir  which  were 
in  Edom.  The  army  of  Israel 
that  Amaziah  had  sent  back 
home,  fell  upon  the  cities  of  Ju- 
dah and  smote  them  and  took 
much  spoil. 

Now  it  came  to  pass  after 
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father,  by  war.  Three  times 
did  Jehoash  smite  Syria,  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  Ehsha. 

Amaziah,  king  of  Judah,  sent 
messengers  unto  Jehoash,  say- 
ing. Come  let  us  look  one  an- 
other in  the  face,  meaning  to 
fight  with  him.  Jehoash  sent 
word  back  that  he  should  abide 
at  home,  but  Amaziah  would 
not  hear;  and  Jehoash  went  up 
against  Judah  and  put  them  to 
flight,  and  they  fled  every  man 
to  his  tent.  Jehoash  came  to 
Jerusalem  and  brake  down  the 
walls  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim 
to  the  corner  gate,  and  he  took 
all  the  gold  and  silver,  and  the 
vessels  that  he  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
treasures  of  the  king's  house, 
and  he  returned  to  Samaria. 

Jehoash  reigned  over  Israel 
sixteen  years,  and  he  slept  with 
his  fathers.  They  buried  him 
in  Samaria  and  Jeroboam  II, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  did  Jehoahaz  do  that 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  God? 

2.  When  he  besought  the  Lord 
what  did  God  say  he  would 
give  them? 

3.  To  what  extent  did  Syria  op- 
press Israel? 
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Amaziah  came  from  the 
slaughter  of  the  Edomites  that 
he  brought  the  gods  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Seir,  and  set  them  up  to 
be  his  gods  and  bowed  himself 
down  to  them  and  burned  in- 
cense to  them.  Wherefore  the 
anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
against  him.  And  God  sent  a 
prophet  to  him  saying,  ''Why 
hast  thou  sought  after  the  gods 
of  the  people,  which  have  not 
delivered  their  own  people  out 
of  thine  hand?"  The  king 
would  not  listen,  but  said.  We 
have  not  asked  for  your  coun- 
sel, and  the  prophet  said,  ''Now 
I  know  that  God  hath  deter- 
mined to  destroy  thee,  because 
thou  hast  done  this  thing  and 
hast  not  hearkened  unto  my 
counsel." 

Then  Amaziah  sent  messen- 
gers unto  Jehoash,  king  of  Is- 
rael, and  said,  "Come  let  us  look 
one  another  in  the  face" ;  mean- 
ing to  fight  a  battle.  The  king 
of  Israel  made  answer  and  said, 
"Thou  sayest,  Lo,  thou  hast 
smitten  Edom  and  thine  heart 
lifteth  thee  up  to  boast,  abide 
thou  at  home.  Wliy  shouldest 
thou  provoke  calamity  to  thy 
heart,  that  thou  shouldest  fall, 
and  Judah  with  thee?"  But 
Amaziah  would  not  heed,  for  it 
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4.  How  long  did  Jehoahaz  reign 
over  Israel  and  who  reigned 
in  his  stead? 

5.  How  did  Jehoash  walk  before 
God? 

6.  When  Elisha  was  sick,  what 
did  Jehoash  do? 

7.  What  did  Elisha  tell  Jehoash 
to  do,  and  what  did  it  mean? 

8.  What  occurred  in  the  sepulcher 
of  Elisha? 

9.  Who  was  gracious  to  Israel 
when  Syria  oppressed  them, 
and  why? 

10.  When  Hazael,  king  of  Israel, 
died,  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

11.  What  did  Jehoash  restore  to 
Israel? 

12.  What  message  did  the  king  of 
Judah  send  to  Jehoash,  and 
what  was  the  result? 

13.  What  did  Jehoash  do  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  why? 

14.  How  long  did  Jehoash  reign 
over  Israel,  and  who  reigned  in 
his  stead? 
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was  of  God  that  He  might  de- 
liver them  unto  their  enemies, 
because  they  sought  after  the 
gods  of  Edom. 

So  the  king  of  Israel  went  up 
and  fought  Amaziah,  and  Ju- 
dah fell  before  Israel  and  they 
fled  every  man  to  his  tent. 
Jehoash,  king  of  Israel  came  to 
Jerusalem  and  brake  down  the 
wall,  and  took  all  the  gold  and 
vessels  that  were  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  he  re- 
turned to  Samaria. 

Now  from  the  time  that  Am- 
aziah did  turn  away  from  fol- 
lowing the  Lord  they  made  a 
conspiracy  against  him  in  Jeru- 
salem. He  fled  to  Lachish, 
but  they  sent  after  him  and 
slew  him  there,  and  they 
brought  him  upon  horses  to 
Jerusalem  and  buried  him  with 
his  fathers. 

Amaziah  reigned  in  Jerusa- 
lem twenty-nine  years  and  Aza- 
riah  or  Uzziah,  his  son,  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  long  did  Joash  do  right  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord? 

2.  What  did  Joash  restore,  how, 
and  why? 

3.  After  the  death  of  Jehoiada, 
what  did  Joash  do? 
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4.  Wliat  prophet  did  God  send  to 
warn  the  people,  what  did  he 
tell  them,  and  how  long  did  he 
prophesy? 

5.  What  did  Zechariah  tell  the 
people,  and  what  did  they  do 
to  him? 

6.  What  did  Syria  do  to  Judah, 
and  why? 

7.  Who  conspired  against  Joash, 
why,  and  who  reigned  in  his 
stead? 

8.  Wliat  did  Amaziah  bring  back 
from  the  people  of  Seir,  and 
with  what  result? 

9.  When  did  the  people  in  Jeru- 
salem conspire  against  Ama- 
ziah, and  why? 

10.  Where  did  he  go,  and  how  was 
he  brought  back? 

11.  How  long  did  Amaziah  reign 
and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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B.  C.  811 

Uzziah  or 
(Azariah) 
King  of 
Judah 
Reigned 
52  years. 


All  the  people  of  Ju- 
dah took  Uzziah  and 
made  him  king  in  the 
room  of  his  father, 
Amaziah,  and  he  did 
that  which  was  right  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord;  for  he  had  set 
himself  to  seek  God  in  the  days 
of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Jehoi- 
ada,  the  priest,  who  had  under- 
standing in  the  fear  of  God.  As 
long  as  Uzziah  sought  the  Lord, 
God  made  him  prosper,  and 
God  helped  him  against  the  Phil- 
istines and  Arabians  in  battle. 
The  Ammonites  gave  gifts  to 
Uzziah  and  his  name  spread 
abroad,  for  he  waxed  exceed- 
ingly strong.  He  built  towers 
and  hewed  cisterns  for  water, 
for  he  had  much  cattle.  He 
had  a  great  army  and  he  pre- 
pared for  them  shields,  spears, 
helmets,  coat  of  mail  and  bows. 
In  Jerusalem  engines  were  in- 
vented by  cunning  men,  to  be  on 
towers  to  shoot  arrows  and 
great  stones  in  battle. 

Uzziah's  name  spread  far 
abroad  for  he  was  marvelously 
helped  until  he  was  very  strong. 
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B.  c.  826        Jeroboam     II     fol- 

Jeroboam  II  ,  i      cj        ji         •  o 

King  lowed  alter  the  sms  oi 

Rei'ned  Jeroboam  I  to  worship 
41  years,  idols.  This  was  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  said,  that  He 
would  not  blot  out  the  name  of 
Israel  from  under  heaven,  but  He 
saved  them  for  a  time,  by  the 
hand  of  Jeroboam  II.  For  God 
sent  prophets  as  saviours  to  Is- 
rael to  bring  them  back  to  the 
true  worship,  and  protection  of 
God  and  to  save  them  from  the 
hand  of  the  Syrians.  For  the 
Lord  saw  the  affliction  of  Israel 
that  it  was  very  bitter;  for 
there  were  more  that  were  shut 
up  than  those  left  at  large, 
neither  were  there  any  helpers 
for  Israel. 


Jonah, 
the  Mis- 
sionary 
Prophet 
Prophe- 
sies from 
B.  C.  825 
to  B.  C. 
785 
40  years. 


According  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  Israel  which 
he  spake  by  the  hand 
of  his  servant,  Jonah, 
Jeroboam  II  restored 
the  borders  of  Israel 
from  Hamath  to  the  sea. 
The    Book    of    Jonah    is    a 
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But  when  he  was  strong  his 
heart  was  hfted  up  to  his  de- 
struction, so  that  he  trespassed 
against  the  Lord  his  God;  for 
he  went  into  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  to  burn  incense  upon  the 
altar  of  incense.  Azariah,  the 
priest,  and  four  score  priests  of 
the  Lord  went  in  after  him,  and 
said  to  him,  ''It  pertaineth  not 
unto  thee,  Uzziah,  to  burn  in- 
cense unto  the  Lord,  but  to  the 
priests,  the  Levites,  the  sons  of 
Aaron  that  are  consecrated  to 
burn  incense;  go  out  of  the 
sanctuary,  for  thou  hast  tres- 
passed, neither  shall  it  be  for 
thine  honor  from  the  Lord." 

Then  Uzziah  was  angry  with 
the  priest,  and  while  he  was 
angry,  the  leprosy  brake  forth 
in  his  forehead;  and  all  the 
priests  saw  that  he  was  leprous, 
and  they  thrust  him  out  quickly 
from  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
because  the  Lord  had  smitten 
him.  Uzziah  was  a  leper  until 
the  day  of  his  death. 

Isaiah,  God  seut  the  great 

HicT"'  prophet  Isaiah,  called 

Prophet  the  Evangelical  proph- 

sies  from  ©t,  to  teach  the  people 

^•^l^^  the  meaning  of  God's 

to  B.  L.  '^ 

700  law,  and  he   foretells 

^""*      the  future.  His  subject 

is,    The    Kingdom    of     God. 
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record  of  events  given  to  us,  to 
show  that  the  divine  love  of 
God  is  not  confined  to  one  na- 
tion, but  that  God  reigns  every- 
where. Even  in  the  heathen 
world  the  minds  of  men  are 
conscious  of  sin,  and  prepared 
to  admit  the  God-head  of  Je- 
hovah. The  Lord  told  Jonah 
to  go  to  Nineveh  the  great 
city,  and  cry  against  it,  for 
their  wickedness  was  come  up 
before  Him.  But  Jonah  went 
to  Tarshish  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord. 

The  story  of  Jonah  in  the 
belly  of  the  great  fish,  three 
days  and  three  nights,  is  the 
foreshadowing  of  Christ's  death 
and  resurrection.  (Read  the 
Book  of  Jonah.) 

Amos,  Amos  is  called  the 

the 

Peasant  Peasant  Prophet.  He 
Prophet,      ^^g  ggj^^  ^Q  Israel  to 

rropne- 

sies  from  tell  the  pcoplc  of  their 
to  B.  c.       sins  against  God.     He 

25^  ears         *°^^     *^^^     ^^     ^^^'^ 

judgment  against  Is- 
rael, and  warned  and  plead  with 
them  to  repent  and  serve  the 
true  God. 

God's  judgments  were  stayed 
for  a  while  by  the  fervent 
prayer  of  Amos  for  the  people; 
but  he  foretold  the  certainty  of 
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The  book  may  be  divided  into 
two  main  divisions;  one  deals 
with  the  events  of  Isaiah's  own 
time,  and  the  other  with  the 
future,  not  always  in  order,  but 
interwoven  throughout  the 
book. 

In  Chapter  7:14,  Christ  is 
promised.  He  tells  of  the  com- 
ing of  Christ's  kingdom.  He 
foretells  the  calamities  of  Ju- 
dah, and  the  captivity  in  Baby- 
Ion.  Judgments  upon  the  land, 
but  a  remnant  shall  be  saved. 
God's  care  over  His  vineyard 
or  His  children  that  walk  in  His 
ways.  The  blessing  of  Christ's 
kingdom  and  the  blessing  of  the 
gospel.  God's  providence  in 
regard  to  his  Church.  In  Chap- 
ter 42,  he  tells  of  the  office  of 
Christ.  He  pleads  with  the 
people  to  be  obedient  and  wor- 
ship God.  He  foretells  the  res- 
toration of  the  Church  of  God. 

The  meaning  of  the  word 
''Church"  in  the  Greek  is  the 
assembly  of  souls  that  belong 
to  God,  and  that  seek  to  do  His 
will,  and  obey  and  trust  in  Him. 

In  Chapter  53,  Isaiah  tells  of 
the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and 
why.  He  tells  how  the  faith- 
ful shall  be  comforted,  and  of 
the  judgments  against  the 
wicked. 
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Israel's  desolation.  (Read  the 
Book  of  Amos.) 

Hosea,  The  Lord  spoke  to 

Obscure  Hosea  and  Said,  "I  will 
Prophet,      cause  the  kingdom  of 

Prophe-  f' 

sies  from  the  house  of  Israel  to 
to  B.C.  cease,  because  of  the 
725  idolatry  of  the  people. 

Hosea  prophesied  of 
the  judgments  to  come  upon 
Israel  for  their  sins,  and  told 
them  of  their  captivity  and  dis- 
tress. He  also  reproved  Eph- 
raim  and  Judah.  Every  word 
that  God  hath  spoken  shall  come 
to  pass,  If  the  people  do  not 
repent,  and  he  said,  '^0  Israel, 
return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God, 
for  thou  hast  fallen  by  thine 
iniquity." 

Then  Hosea  told  of  God's 
blessing  and  mercy  on  them 
that  walked  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord.  (Read  the  Book  of 
Hosea.) 

Jeroboam  II  warred  against 
Judah  and  recovered  Damas- 
cus, and  he  reigned  over  Israel 
forty-one  years  and  he  died, 
and  Zechariah,  his  son,  reigned 
in  his  stead. 
B.  c.  773         Zechariah    departed 

Zechariah  ,      »  xi.  •  r 

King  of  iiot  from  the  sms  of 

Israel  Jeroboam     I,     where- 

6  months,  with  he  made  Israel  to 

sin,   in  worshiping  the  golden 
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In  Chapter  48,  God  tells  the 
people  tlirough  Isaiah,  why  He 
has  told  them  of  the  things  to 
come.  "Because  I  knew  that 
thou  art  obstinate,  therefore  I 
declared  things  to  thee  from  of 
old,  before  it  came  to  pass  I 
showed  it  thee;  lest  thou  should 
say,  Mine  idol  hath  done  them, 
and  my  graven  image  hath 
commanded  them.  Thou  hast 
heard  it,  behold  all  this,  and 
will  ye  not  declare  it?" 

Isaiah  began  to  prophesy  in 
the  last  year  of  the  reign  of 
Uzziah  and  prophesied  for  a 
period  of  sixty  years,  during  the 
reigns  of  Jotham,  Ahaz  and  to 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  Heze- 
kiah.  (Read  the  Book  of 
Isaiah). 

Uzziah  reigned  fifty-two 
years  in  Jerusalem  and  he  died, 
and  Jotham,  his  son,  reigned  in 
his  stead. 


Jotham  did  right  in 


B.  C.  758 
Jotham 

King  of  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
Reigned  according  to  all  that 
16  years,  his  father  had  done, 
but  he  entered  not  into  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord. 

However,  all  the  high  places 
were  not  taken  away  out  of  Ju- 
dah, for  a  great  many  people 
worshiped  and  sacrificed  to  the 
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calves.  This  is  the  word  of  the 
Lord  which  he  spake  unto  Jehu 
saying,  ''Thy  sons  to  the  fourth 
generation  shall  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  Israel;  and  so  it  came 
to  pass." 

Then  Shallum,  son  of  Jabesh, 
conspired  against  Zechariah 
and  slew  him  before  the  people. 
Zechariah  reigned  over  Israel 
six  months,  and  Shallum  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

5;  ^;  '^^         The   wickedness    of 

bhalliun 

King  of  the  people  only 
Reigned  brought  dcstruction 
1  month,  upon  thcmselvcs,  and 
as  they  persistently  forsook 
the  Lord  from  whence  all  help 
comes,  they  were  left  to  the 
mercy  of  their  enemies. 

Menahem,  son  of  Gadi,  went 
up  from  Tirzah  and  came  to 
Samaria  and  smote  Shallum, 
and  slew  him  in  Samaria.  Shal- 
lum reigned  over  Israel  one 
month  and  Menahem  reigned 
in  his  stead. 


Menahem  did  that 
which    was    evil    and 


B.  C.  772 
Menahem 
King  of 

Reigned  Worshiped  idols,  and 
10  years.  (Ji^  not  scck  the  Lord 
or  heed  the  words  of  the  Lord 
which  he  spake  by  the  hand  of 
his  prophets.     Menahem  smote 
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idols  which  they  had  set  upon 
hills,  instead  of  worshiping  God 
at  the  house  of  the  Lord  in 
Jerusalem. 

Micah,  the       Qo^j  ^^^^  Micah,  the 

Vehement  ' 

Prophet,  vehement  prophet,  to 
homB^T.    tell  the  people  of  His 

750  to  B.  c.  wrath  against  idolatry 
700  ,  *     ,  ,    •; 

50  years.      Docause      they      had 

turned  away  from  the  true  wor- 
ship and  were  worshiping  other 
gods  in  high  places,  both  in 
Judah  and  in  Israel. 

His  subject  was  the  Captiv- 
ity, because  of  idolatry.  He 
also  told  of  God's  judgment 
against  oppression  and  iniquity 
of  the  people  and  how  far  they 
were  departing  from  God,  and 
the  true  worship  and  His  com- 
mandments. 

He  then  foretells  of  the  king- 
dom of  Christ,  which  is  above 
the  hills;  meaning  the  spiritual 
kingdom  not  made  with  hands. 
(Read  the  Book  of  Micah.) 

Jotham  did  a  great  deal  of 
building  of  cities,  towers,  and 
castles.  So  that  Jotham 
became  mighty  because  he  or- 
dered his  ways  before  the  Lord. 
However,  in  those  days  the  Lord 
began  to  send  against  Judah, 
Rezin,  king  of  Syria,  and  Pe- 
kah  king  of  Israel. 
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all  that  were  in  Tiphsah  and 
around  about  them,  because 
they  opened  not  the  borders  to 
him,  and  he  smote  all  the  cities 
and  all  the  women  therein. 

There  came  against  Israel, 
Pul,  the  king  of  Assyria,  and 
Menahem  gave  him  a  thousand 
talents  of  silver  that  he  might 
be  with  him  to  hold  the  king- 
dom in  his  hands.  Menahem 
taxed  all  the  wealthy  men  of 
Israel  fifty  shekels  of  silver  to 
give  to  the  king  of  Assyria.  So 
the  king  of  Assyria  turned  back 
and  stayed  not  in  Israel.  Men- 
ahem reigned  over  Israel  ten 
years,  and  died,  and  Pekahiah, 
his   son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

^•pj.^}        Pekahiah    did    not 

rekahiah, 

King  of  turn  away  from  wor- 
S'ed  shiping  idols  which 
2  years  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
God,  and  Pekah  the  son  of 
Remaliah  the  king's  captain, 
conspired  against  him,  and 
smote  him  in  the  palace  of  the 
king's  house  and  slew  him 
there.  Now,  Pekahiah  reigned 
over  Israel  two  years,  and  Pe- 
kah reigned  in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  In  whose  ways  did  Jeroboam 
II  walk? 
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Jotham  reigned  over  Judah 
sixteen  years,  and  Ahaz  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  did  Uzziah  walk  before 
God,  and  wlu^i  did  he  set  him- 
self to  seek  God? 

2.  What  success  did  he  have  in 
war,  and  why? 

3.  When  he  became  mighty,  how 
did  he  trespass  against  God, 
and  why? 

4.  What  great  prophet  did  God 
send  to  His  people,  and  what 
was  he  called? 

5.  How  long  did  Isaiah  prophesy, 
and  what  was  his  subject? 

6.  What  does  the  word  "  Church  " 
of  Christ's  kingdom,  mean? 

7.  Why  did  God  tell  the  people 
of  the  things  that  were  to 
come? 

8.  How  long  did  Uzziah  reign, 
and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

9.  How  did  Jotham  walk  before 
God,  and  what  evil  was  still 
left  in  Judah? 

10.  What  prophet  did  God  send  to 
the  people  because  of  idolatry? 

11.  How  long  did  Jotham  reign, 
and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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2.  What  did  the  Lord  say  about 
Israel,  and  how  did  He  give 
them  another  chance  to  re- 
pent? 

3.  Who  did  God  send  to  help 
Israel  at  this  time,  and  what 
did  Jeroboam  II  do  under  his 
directions? 

4.  What  kind  of  a  prophet  was 
Jonah  known  as,  and  why? 

5.  How  long  did  Jonah  prophesy, 
why  was  the  Book  of  Jonah 
given  to  us,  and  what  does  it 
signify? 

6.  Who  was  the  next  prophet  sent 
to  Israel,  and  what  did  he 
prophesy  against? 

7.  Who  was  the  next  prophet, 
how  long  did  he  prophesy, 
what  did  the  Lord  speak  to 
him,  and  why? 

8.  How  long  did  Jeroboam  II 
reign,  and  who  reigned  in  his 
stead? 

9.  In  whose  ways  did  Zechariah 
walk,  and  what  was  the  Word 
of  God  concerning  the  house 
of  Jehu? 

10.  How  long  did  Zechariah  reign, 
and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

11  What  was  the  condition  of 
Israel  at  this  time? 

12.  How  long  did  Shallum  reign, 
how  was  he  slain,  why,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

13.  In  whose  ways  did  Menahem 
walk,  and  what  did  he  do  to 
the  people? 
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14.  How  long  did  he  reign,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

15.  In  whose  ways  did  Pekahiah 
walk,  who  conspired  against 
him,  and  why? 

16.  How  long  did  he  reign,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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B.C. 742         Aliaz  did  that  which  B.C. 759       Pekah did  that  which 

Ahaz  King                       .,    .        .,           •    i  ■  Pekah                            -i  •      j.i         •    i  j.     /• 

of  Judah      was  evil  in  the  sight  King  of       was  evil  in  the  sight  oi 

Reigned      ^f    ^^^q    L^j-d,   for    he  '"'■f^'  .      the  Lord,  he  departed 

16  years.                                          '  Keigned                     r                ^           • 

walked  m  the  ways  of  20  years,  not  from  the  sms  of 
the  kings  of  Israel,  and  also  Jeroboam  to  worship  idols, 
made  molten  images  to  Baalim;  In  the  days  of  Pekah,  the 
moreover,  he  burnt  incense  and  king  of  Assyria  came  and  took 
made  his  children  to  pass  several  towns  and  all  the  land 
through  the  fire,  according  to  of  Naphtali,  and  carried  the 
the  abomination  of  the  heath-  people  captives  to  Assyria. 
en,  whom  the  Lord  cast  out  Pekah  went  up  against  the 
before  the  children  of  Israel.  children  of  Judah  who  were  de- 
He  sacrificed  in  the  high  livered  into  his  hands,  because 
places,  wherefore  the  Lord  his  they  had  forsaken  the  Lord  the 
God  delivered  him  into  the  God  of  their  fathers.  And  they 
hand  of  the  king  of  Syria  and  took  away  captives  out  of  the 
he  smote  him,  and  carried  land  of  Judah  many  thousands, 
away  captive  a  great  multitude  and  slew  many  thousands  of 
and  brought  them  to  Damas-  valiant  men  in  a  rage,  and  took 
cus.  And  he  was  also  deliv-  the  captives  and  spoils  to  Sa- 
ered  into  the  hand  of  the  king  maria.  Now  God  spoke  to 
of  Israel;  for  Pekah  slew  in  them  by  his  prophet  Obed  and 
Judah  many  thousands  in  one  told  them  to  return  the  cap- 
day  because  they  had  forsaken  tives,  for  the  fierce  anger  of 
the  Lord  the  God  of  their  God  was  upon  Israel  for  their 
fathers.  The  children  of  Is-  guilt,  and  they  returned  the 
rael   carried   away   captive   of  captives. 

their  brethren  many  thousands,  Hoshea  the  son  of  Elah  made 

and  also  took  much  spoil  away  a  conspiracy  against  Pekah  and 

from  them  and  brought  it  to  smote  him  and  slew  him,  and 
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Samaria.  But  Obed,  a  prophet 
of  the  Lord,  was  there  and  he 
went  out  to  meet  the  hosts  as 
they  came  from  the  battle.  He 
said  to  them,  ''Behold,  because 
the  Lord  the  God  of  your 
fathers  was  wroth  with  Judah, 
and  He  hath  delivered  them 
into  your  hand,  and  ye  hath 
slain  them  in  a  rage  which  hath 
reached  up  into  heaven;  and 
now  ye  propose  to  keep  the  chil- 
dren of  Judah  as  bondsmen; 
have  ye  not  your  own  tres- 
passes against  the  Lord  your 
God? 

''Now  hear  ye  me,  send  back 
the  captives  which  ye  have 
taken,  for  the  fierce  wrath  of 
the  Lord  is  upon  you."  So,  cer- 
tain of  the  men  went  up  against 
them  that  came  from  the  war 
and  said,  "Ye  shall  not  bring  in 
the  captives  hither,  which  will 
only  bring  upon  us  a  guilt 
against  the  Lord,  and  add  to 
our  sins  which  are  great  and 
there  is  fierce  wrath  against 
Israel." 

So  the  armed  men  left  the 
captives  in  charge  of  these  men, 
who  fed,  clothed  and  anointed 
them  and  took  them  back  to 
Jericho.  At  this  time  King 
Ahaz  sent  unto  the  king  of 
Assyria  to  help  him,  for  the 
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reigned  in  his  stead.  Pekah 
reigned  over  Israel  twenty 
years. 

THE   FALL   OF   SAMARIA 

B.C730         Hoshea     did     that 

Hoshea 

King  of  which  was  evil  in  the 
Refgned  sight  of  the  Lord,  yet 
9  years.  ^ot  as  the  kiugs  of  Is- 
rael that  were  before  him. 

The  king  of  Assyria  came 
against  him  and  Hoshea  be- 
came a  servant  and  brought 
him  presents.  The  king  of 
Assyria  came  up  throughout  all 
the  land  and  besieged  Samaria 
three  years. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  Hoshea's 
reign,  the  king  of  Assyria  took 
Samaria  and  carried  Israel 
away  to  Assyria. 


Fall  of 


The  kingdom  of  Is- 


B?c!'72i  rael  came  to  an  end. 
End  of  because  the  children  of 
domof  Israel  had  sinned 
Israel.  agaiust  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  had  feared  other  gods 
and  had  walked  in  the  statutes 
of  the  nations;  whom  the  Lord 
cast  out  from  before  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel.  They  did 
things  that  were  not  right 
against  the  Lord  their  God. 
They  built  high  places  to  wor- 
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Edoniites    had    again    smitten  ship  idols  and  set  up  images 

Judah  and  carried  away  cap-  and  groves  in  every  high  hill, 

tives.     The  PhiUstines  had  in-  They   burnt   incense   like   the 

vaded  the  cities  of  the  lowlands  heathen  nations,  and  wrought 

and  taken  towTis  and  had  dwelt  wicked  things  to  provoke  the 

therein;    for  the  Lord  brought  Lord  to  anger.     They  served 

Judah  low,  because  of  the  sins  idols,    whereof   the   Lord   had 

of  Ahaz  who  followed  in  the  said  to  them,  Ye  shall  not  do 

ways  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  this  thing, 

trespassed    sore    against     the  The  Lord  testified  unto  Is- 

Lord.  rael  and  unto  Judah,  by  every 

Ahaz  took  the  silver  and  gold  prophet  and  every  seer,  saying, 

that  was  found  in  the  house  of  Turn  ye  away  from  your  evil 

the  Lord  and  sent  it  for  a  pres-  ways  and  keep  my  command- 

ent  to  the  king  of  Assyria;  who  ments,  and   my   statutes;   ac- 

hearkened    unto    him.       The  cording  to  all  the  law  which  I 

king  of  Assyria  went  up  against  commanded  your  fathers,  and 

Damascus  and  took  it  captive  which  I  sent  to  you  by  the  hand 

and  slew  Rezin,  king  of  Syria,  of  my  servants  the  prophets. 

King  Ahaz  went  to  Damascus  Yet   ye   would   not   hear   but 

to  meet  the  king   of  Assyria  were  rebellious  like  your  fath- 

and  when  he  saw  the  altar  that  ers  who   believed   not   in   the 

was  at  Damascus,  he  sent  the  Lord  their  God.     They  rejected 

pattern  of  it  to  his  priest  and  His  statutes  and  His  covenants, 

told  him  to  build  one  like  it  by  and  His   testimonies,  and  fol- 

the  time  he  came  back.  lowed   after   the   nations   that 

When    Ahaz    returned,    he  werearoundabout  them;  whom 

drew  near  the  altar  and  offered  the    Lord   had   charged   them 

sacrifices  thereon  unto  the  gods  that  they  should  not  do  like 

of  Damascus,  which  smote  him.  them.     They    forsook    all    the 

He  said,   I  will  sacrifice  unto  commandments    of    the    Lord 

them  that  they  may  help  me.  their   God   and   made   molten 

But  they  were  his  ruin,  and  that  images,  even  two  golden  calves, 

of  all  Judah.     He  cut  in  pieces  and  served  Baal;    and  caused 

the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God  the  children  to  pass  through 

and   shut    up    its    doors.    He  fire,  and  sold  themselves  to  do 
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made  altars  in  every  corner  of 
Jerusalem  and  in  several  cities 
of  Judah.  He  made  places  to 
bm'n  incense  to  other  gods,  and 
provoked  to  anger  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  his  fathers. 

Ahaz  reigned  over  Judah  six- 
teen years  and  he  died,  and 
Hezekiah,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

He^klfh  Hezekiah  did  right 
King  of  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
Reigned  accordiug  to  aU  that 
29  years.  David  had  done.  He 
removed  the  high  places  and 
brake  the  pillars  and  cut  down 
the  Asherah.  He  brake  in 
pieces  the  brazen  serpent  that 
Moses  had  made,  for  in  those 
days  the  people  burnt  incense 
to  it.  He  trusted  in  the  Lord 
the  God  of  his  fathers,  so  that 
after  him  there  was  none  like 
him  among  all  the  kings  of  Ju- 
dah, nor  among  them  that  were 
before  him.  For  he  clave  to 
the  Lord,  and  departed  not  from 
following  Him  but  kept  His 
commandments,  which  the  Lord 
commanded  Moses.  And  the 
Lord  was  with  him  and  he 
greatly  prospered. 

In  the  first  year  of  his  reign 
Hezekiah  opened  the  doors  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord  and  re- 
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evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  to 
provoke  Him  to  anger. 

Therefore,  the  Lord  was  an- 
gry with  Israel  and  removed 
them  out  of  His  sight.  There 
were  none  left  but  the  tribe  of 
Judah  only,  out  of  all  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel.  The  Lord  re- 
jected all  the  seed  of  Israel  and 
delivered  them  unto  the  spoil- 
ers until  He  had  cast  them  out 
of  His  sight.  For  He  rent  Israel 
from  the  house  of  David,  and 
they  made  Jeroboam  king,  and 
he  drave  Israel  from  the  Lord 
and  made  them  to  sin  a  great 
sin  in  worshiping  the  golden 
calves,  and  they  departed  not 
from  them.  So  the  Lord  re- 
moved Israel  out  of  His  sight,  as 
He  spake  by  the  hand  of  His  ser- 
vants the  prophets.  Israel  was 
carried  away  captive  out  of  their 
land  to  Assyria  unto  this  day. 

The  king  of  Assyria  brought 
men  from  Babylon  and  placed 
them  in  Samaria  and  they 
dwelt  in  the  cities  thereof. 
They  feared  not  the  Lord, 
therefore  the  Lord  sent  hons 
among  them  which  killed  some 
of  them.  They  sent  word  to 
the  king  of  Assyria  saying,  We 
knew  not  the  Lord  of  the  land 
and  he  sent  lions  among  us. 
So  the  king  sent  back  one  of 
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paired  them.     He  gathered  to-  the  priests  who  had  been  taken 

gether  all  the  Levites  and  told  captive  from  Samaria  and  he 

them  to   sanctify  themselves,  came  and  dwelt  in  Bethel,  and 

and  also  the  house  of  the  Lord;  taught  them  how  they  should 

for  their  fathers  had  trespassed  fear  the  Lord, 

against  God  and  turned  their  They  feared  the  Lord  for  a 

faces  from  the  Lord.    Where-  time,    but    made    and    served 

fore,  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  their  own  gods,  after  the  man- 

upon  Judah.  ner  of  the  nations  from  among 

Hezekiah  said, ''It  is  in  mine  whom  they  had  been  carried 

heart  to  make  a  covenant  with  away,  and  unto  this  day  they 

the  Lord,  that  His  fierce  anger  fear    not    the    Lord.     Neither 

may  turn  away  from  us."  did  they  the  statutes  nor  com- 

So  he  restored  the  true  wor-  mandments    which    the    Lord 

ship  of  God;  and  the  service  of  commanded    the    children    of 

the  house  of  the  Lord  was  put  Jacob,  whom  He  named  Israel, 

in  order.     And  he  sent  to  all  and  with  whom  the  Lord  had 

Israel  and  Judah  and  wrote  let-  made  a  covenant  and  charged 

ters;  that  they  should  come  to  them  saying,  ''Ye  shall  not  fear 

the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jeru-  other  gods  or  bow  yourselves  to 

salem  to  keep  the  Passover  unto  them,  nor  serve  them,  nor  sac- 

the  Lord.    And  he  said,  "Now  rifice  to  them, 

be  ye  not  stiff-necked  like  your  "The  Lord,  who  brought  you 

fathers  were,  but  yield  yoiu--  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  with 

selves  unto  the  Lord.     For  the  great     power,     and     with     a 

Lord  your  God  is  gracious  and  stretched  out  arm;  Him  shall 

will  not  turn   away   His   face  ye   fear,    and   bow   yourselves 

from   you,   if  ye  return  unto  and  to  Him  shall  ye  sacrifice. 

Him."  The  statutes,  the  law  and  the 

There  assembled  much  peo-  commandment   He   wrote    for 

pie  unto  Jerusalem  to  keep  the  you,  ye  shall  observe  to  do  for 

feast  of  the  Passover.     Many  evermore  and  ye  shall  not  fear 

were  unclean,  but  Hezekiah  had  other    gods.     The    Lord    your 

prayed  for  them,  saying,  "Par-  God  shall  ye  fear,  and  He  shall 

don  every  one  that  setteth  his  deliver  you  out  of  the  hand  of 

heart  to  seek  the  Lord,  the  God  all  your  enemies." 
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of  his  fathers."  And  the  Lord 
hearkened  unto  Hezekiah's 
prayer  and  healed  the  people, 
and  there  was  great  rejoicing  in 
Jerusalem. 

In  the  sixth  year  of  Heze- 
kiah's reign,  the  king  of  Assyria 
took  Samaria  captive  and  the 
northern  kingdom  of  Israel 
came  to  an  end;  because  they 
obeyed  not  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  their  God,  even  all  that 
Moses  the  servant  of  God  com- 
manded, and  would  not  hear  it, 
nor  do  it. 

In  the  fourteenth  year  of 
Hezekiah's  reign,  the  king  of 
Assyria  came  up  against  Judah 
and  took  the  fenced  cities. 
Then  he  came  up  against  Jeru- 
salem to  besiege  it;  and  they 
told  the  people  not  to  hearken 
to  Hezekiah,  when  he  pur- 
suaded  them  saying,  The  Lord 
will  deliver  us.  When  Heze- 
kiah heard  what  they  were 
doing,  he  humbly  went  to  the 
house  of  the  Lord  and  sent  for 
Isaiah  the  prophet  of  God;  and 
they  prayed  about  it,  and  cried 
to  heaven,  and  the  Lord  sent  an 
angel  which  cut  off  all  the 
mighty  men  of  the  camp  of 
Assyria. 

The  king  of  Assyria  returned 
to  his  own  land  with  shame,  and 
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However,  they  did  not 
hearken,  but  did  after  their 
former  manner.  So  these  na- 
tions feared  the  Lord  in  one  way, 
and  served  their  graven  images 
which  they  had  made.  Their 
children  were  taught  in  this 
way,  and  so  do  unto  this  day. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  In  whose  ways  did  Pekah 
walk? 

2.  Who  came  against  Israel,  and 
who  were  taken  captive? 

3.  What  did  Pekah  do  to  Judah, 
and  with  what  result? 

4.  How  long  did  Pekah  reign, 
how  was  he  slain,  and  who 
reigned  in  his  stead? 

5.  How  did  Hoshea  walk  before 
God? 

6.  What  did  the  king  of  Assyria 
do  to  Hoshea,  and  why? 

7.  How  long  was  Samaria  be- 
sieged, and  in  what  year  was 
it  taken  captive? 

8.  What  were  the  sins  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  against  the  Lord, 
and  with  what  result? 

9.  How  and  why  was  Israel 
founded,  and  who  was  the  first 
king? 

10.  What  did  Jeroboam  do  that 
caused  the  downfall  of  Israel? 
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was  slain  by  his  own  servants. 

In  those  days  Hezekiah  was 
sick  and  Isaiah  came  to  him  and 
said,  Thou  shalt  die.  And  Hez- 
ekiah prayed  unto  God,  who 
heard  his  prayer  and  he  sent 
Isaiah  back  to  tell  Hezekiah 
saying,''  The  Lord  will  add  unto 
thy  days  fifteen  years  and  will 
deliver  you  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Assyrians."  Isaiah  said, 
"Take  a  cake  of  figs,"  and  they 
laid  it  on  the  boils  and  Heze- 
kiah recovered. 

At  the  close  of  Hezekiah's 
reign,  Isaiah  told  him  to  hear 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  saying, 
"Behold  the  day  is  come,  that 
all  that  is  in  thine  house  and  in 
thy  father's  house,  shall  be  car- 
ried to  Babylon,  nothing  shall 
be  left." 

Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fath- 
ers and  was  buried  with  great 
honor  in  the  city  of  David.  He 
reigned  twenty-nine  years  over 
Judah  and  Manasseh,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

L  In  whose  ways  did  Ahaz  walk, 
and  what  sin  did  he  do? 

2.  Into  whose  hands  was  he  de- 
livered, and  why? 

3.  To  whom  did  Ahaz  send  for 
help,  and  why? 
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11.  What  prophets  did  God  send 
to  Israel,  why,  and  with  what 
result? 

12.  Wlio  were  placed  in  Samaria 
and  the  country  round  about, 
and  with  what  result? 


13. 


14 


Who  was  sent  to  teach  them 
the  fear  of  God? 


What  was  God's  covenant 
with  the  children  of  Israel  and 
how  did  they  keep  it? 

15.  What  became  of  the  children  of 
the  kingdom  of  Israel,  and 
why? 
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4.  When  Ahaz  went  to  Damascus 
what  word  did  he  send  to  his 
priest,  and  with  what  result? 

5.  How  long  did  Ahaz  reign,  and 
who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

6.  In  whose  ways  did  Hezekiah 
walk,  in  whom  did  he  trust, 
and  with  what  result? 

7.  In  his  first  year,  what  did  he 
restore,  and  to  whom  did  he 
write  letters,  for  what  purpose, 
and  with  what  result? 

8.  What  happened  in  the  sixth 
year  of  his  reign,  and  why? 

9.  What  happened  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  reign,  how 
was  Assyria  defeated,  and 
why? 

10.  How  and  why  was  Hezekiah's 
life  lengthened,  and  what  word 
did  the  Lord  send  him  at  the 
close  of  his  reign? 

11.  How  long  did  Hezekiah  reign, 
and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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the  decline  of  the  kingdom 

B.  c.  697  Manasseh  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight 

Manassen         r»iT        t     c       ^       ^      -i  ♦        i       i  •    i       i 

King  of  of  the  Lord,  for  he  built  again  the  high  places  to 
Reigned  worship  idols,  which  his  father,  Hezekiah,  had 
55  years.  destroyed.  He  reared  up  altars  for  Baal  and 
worshiped  all  the  hosts  of  heaven,  and  served  them.  He 
built  altars  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  other  gods  and 
served  them;  whereof  the  Lord  said,  In  Jerusalem  shall  my 
name  be  forever. 

Manasseh  made  his  children  pass  through  the  fire  and  he 
did  many  wicked  things  to  provoke  the  Lord  to  anger.  He 
set  the  graven  image  of  the  idol  which  he  had  made,  in  the 
house  of  God;  of  which  God  said  to  David  and  Solomon 
his  son:  ''In  this  house  and  in  Jerusalem,  which  I  have 
chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  will  I  put  my  name 
forever;  neither  will  I  any  more  remove  the  foot  of  Israel 
from  off  the  land  which  I  have  appointed  for  their  fathers, 
if  only  they  wiU  observe  to  do  all  that  I  have  commanded 
them,  even  aU  the  law  and  statutes  and  ordinances  by  the 
hand  of  Moses."  But  they  hearkened  not;  and  Manasseh 
made  them  to  do  that  which  was  evil,  more  than  the  nations 
that  the  Lord  destroyed  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

Now  because  Manasseh,  the  king  of  Judah,  hath  done 
these  wicked  things,  therefore  the  Lord  said,  ''Behold,  I  will 
bring  such  evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  that  whosoever 
heareth  it  his  ears  shaU  tingle.     I  will  cast  off  the  remnant  of 
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mine  inheritance  and  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their 
enemies  and  they  shall  become  a  prey  and  a  spoil  to  all  their 
enemies."  Wherefore,  the  Lord  brought  upon  them  the 
captain  of  the  hosts  of  the  king  of  Assyria,  which  took 
Manasseh  in  chains  and  bound  him  in  fetters,  and  carried 
him  to  Babylon. 

When  he  was  in  distress  he  besought  the  Lord  his  God, 
and  humbled  himself  greatly  before  the  God  of  his  fathers. 
He  prayed  unto  God,  and  God  heard  his  supplication  and 
brought  him  again  to  Jerusalem  unto  his  kingdom.  Then 
Manasseh  knew  that  the  Lord,  He  was  God. 

Now  after  this,  he  built  an  outer  wall  in  the  city  of  David 
or  Jerusalem  and  took  away  the  strange  gods  and  the  idols 
out  of  the  house  of  God,  and  all  the  altars  he  had  built  and 
cast  them  out  of  the  city.  He  built  again  the  altar  of  the 
Lord  and  offered  thereon  sacrifices,  and  coromanded  Judah 
to  serve  the  Lord  the  God  of  Israel. 

Manasseh  reigned  over  Judah  fifty-five  years  and  he 
died,  and  Amon,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

B.  c.  642  Amon  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 

KSg^of  the  Lord  as  did  Manasseh,  his  father,  he  made 
Refgned  ^^^  Served  idols  like  his  father  had  done  and  wor- 
2  years.  shiped  them.  He  forsook  the  Lord  the  God  of 
his  fathers  and  humbled  not  himself  before  the  Lord,  but 
trespassed  more  and  more,  and  his  servants  conspired  against 
him,  and  put  him  to  death  in  his  own  home. 

Then  the  people  of  the  land  slew  all  them  that  had  con- 
spired against  King  Amon  who  reigned  over  Judah  two 
years,  and  the  people  made  Josiah,  his  son,  king  in  his  stead. 

B.  c.  640  Josiah  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight 

King^f  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  aside  to  the  right 

Refgned  hand,  nor  the  left.     In  the  eighth  year  of  his 

31  years.  reign  he  sought  after  the  Lord  while  he  was  young. 
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B.  c.  640  At  this  time  Nahum,  called  the  Prophet  of 

theProph-  Ruiii,  prophesied  of  The  Fall  of  Nineveh  and 
et  of  Ruin,   j^^  ^^-^  •  ^^  pavt,  Woe  unto  the  bloody  city,  it  is  all 

full  of  lies. 

The  Lord  is  a  jealous  God  and  avenge th;  the  Lord 
taketh  vengeance  on  his  adversaries.  The  Lord  is  slow  to 
anger  and  great  in  power  and  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
guilty.     (Read  the  Book  of  Nahum.) 

B.  c.  630  In  the  tenth  year  of  Josiah's  reign,  Zephaniah, 

the  Pro-^  called  the  Prophet  of  Punishment,  prophesied  of 
PuSsii-  ^^^  punishment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Judah  and 
ment.  Jerusalem  because  of  their  wickedness,  and  urged 

them  to  seek  the  Lord  before  His  anger  came  upon  them. 
(Read  the  Book  of  Zephaniah.) 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  Josiah's  reign,  he  purged  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  of  the  high  places  and  all  the  images;  and 
brake  down  the  altars;  and  burned  the  bones  of  the  priests 
upon  their  altars,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which 
the  man  of  God  proclaimed.  (Read  I  Kings  13:2.)  Josiah 
went  throughout  all  the  land  of  Israel  and  beat  the  graven 
images  into  powder,  and  then  returned  to  Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah,  Jeremiah  came  at  this  time  and  prophesied  to 

Weeping  ^^®  peoplc  conccming  the  carrying  away  of 
Prophet,  Jerusalem.  He  was  known  as  the  ''Weeping 
from  B.  c.  Prophct,"  and  prophesied  for  a  period  of  forty- 
587,  ^  '  '  three  years,  foretelling  the  captivity  of  Judah. 
43  years.  rpj^^  Lord  gave  him  visions  showing  him  Israel  and 
Judah  as  His  chosen  people;  and  how  He  had  given  them 
a  land  of  plenty,  and  cared  for  them;  but  they  had  turned 
away,  and  forsaken  the  Lord  their  God.  How  the  Lord  had 
called  them  to  repentance,  and  promised  them  peace,  if  they 
would  return  and  serve  Him.  However,  if  they  still  con- 
tinued to  worship  other  gods,  His  judgments  would  again 
come  upon  the  people.     Jeremiah  prophesied,  and  foretold 
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of  God's  wrath  upon  the  wicked,  the  desolation  and  utter 
ruin  of  the  Jews.     (Read  the  Book  of  Jeremiah.) 

In  the  eighteenth  year  of  Josiah's  reign  when  he  had 
purged  the  land,  he  sent  Shaphan,  the  scribe,  with  several 
others  to  repair  the  house  of  the  Lord  his  God.  They 
delivered  the  money  to  the  workmen  who  had  worked  faith- 
fully, and  when  the  priests  brought  out  the  money  from 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  they  found  the  book  of  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  written  by  the  hand  of  Moses.  They  delivered 
it  to  Shaphan  the  scribe,  who  took  it  to  the  king,  and  told 
him  how  they  had  found  it,  and  he  read  the  book  before  the 
king. 

It  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  heard  the  words  of  the 
book  of  the  law,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  commanded 
his  servant,  saying:  ^^Go  ye  inquire  of  the  Lord  for  me,  and 
for  them  that  are  left  in  Israel  and  Judah,  concerning  the 
words  of  the  book  that  is  found.  For  great  is  the  wrath  of 
the  Lord  that  is  poured  out  upon  us,  because  our  fathers 
have  not  kept  the  words  of  the  Lord,  to  do  according  to  aU 
that  is  written  in  this  book." 

The  prophet  said  unto  them,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  the 
God  of  Israel,  tell  ye  the  men  that  sent  you  unto  me,  thus 
saith  the  Lord:  Behold  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place 
and  among  the  inhabitants  thereof,  even  aU  the  curses  that 
are  written  in  the  book,  because  they  have  forsaken  me, 
and  have  burnt  incense  unto  other  gods.  Therefore  my 
wrath  is  poured  out  upon  this  place,  and  it  shaU  not  be 
quenched.  But  unto  the  king  of  Judah  who  sent  you  to 
inquire  of  the  Lord,  ye  shall  say  unto  him:  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  as  touching  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard;  be- 
cause thine  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  hast  humbled  thyself 
before  me,  and  wept  before  me:  I  also  have  heard  thee. 
Behold,  I  will  gather  thee  to  thy  fathers  in  peace;  neither 
shall  thine  eyes  see  all  the  evil  which  I  wiU  bring  upon  this 
place." 
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The  servants  brought  these  words  to  the  king,  and  he 
gathered  together  all  the  elders  of  Judah  and  the  Levites, 
and  all  the  people,  and  he  read  in  their  ears  all  the  words  of 
the  book  of  the  covenant  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  And  Josiah  stood  in  his  place  and  made  a  covenant 
before  the  Lord,  to  walk  in  the  way  of  the  Lord  with  all 
his  heart  and  with  all  his  soul,  and  to  perform  the  words 
of  the  covenant  that  were  written  in  this  book. 

Josiah  took  away  all  the  abominations  of  the  countries 
that  pertained  to  the  children  of  Israel;  and  all  his  days, 
they  departed  not  from  following  the  Lord.  Josiah  kept 
the  Passover  unto  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem.  Surely,  there 
was  not  kept  such  a  Passover  since  the  days  of  the  judges. 

Nevertheless,  the  Lord  turned  not  from  the  fierceness  of 
His  great  wrath.  He  said,  "I  wiU  remove  Judah  also  out  of 
my  sight  as  I  have  removed  Israel,  and  I  will  cast  off  this 
city  which  I  have  chosen,  even  Jerusalem,  and  the  house 
of  which  I  said.  My  name  shall  be  there." 

B.  G.  620  Habakkuk,  the  Poetic  Prophet,  now  proph- 

the  Poetic  Gsicd  of  The  Chaldean  Invasion,  and  how  Judah 
Prophet  would  be  taken  captive.  He  also  prayed  concern- 
ing the  fierceness  of  God's  wrath.  (Read  Book  of  Habak- 
kuk.) 

After  aU  this,  when  Josiah  had  prepared  the  temple,  the 
king  of  Egypt  went  up  to  fight  against  the  people  by  the 
Euphrates,  and  Josiah  went  out  against  him.  He  was  told 
to  return,  but  he  would  not  hearken  unto  the  words  of  the 
king  of  Egypt,  from  the  mouth  of  God.  He  went  into 
battle,  and  was  slain.  All  Jerusalem  and  Judah  mourned 
for  Josiah,  and  Jeremiah  lamented  for  him.  Josiah  reigned 
thirty-one  years,  and  Jehoahaz,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  What  were  the  conditions  of  the  kingdom  at  this  time,  and 
how  did  Manasseh  walk  before  the  Lord,  and  what  did  he  do  to 
provoke  the  Lord  to  anger? 

2.  Because  of  the  wickedness  of  Manasseh,  what  did  God  say  he 
would  do  to  the  people? 

3.  What  happened  to  Manasseh,  why  was  he  restored  to  Jerusar 
lem,  and  with  what  result? 

4.  How  long  did  he  reign,  and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

5.  In  whose  ways  did  Amon  walk,  and  with  what  result? 

6.  How  long  did  Amon  reign,  and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

7.  How  did  Josiah  walk  before  God,  and  what  did  he  do  in  the 
eighth  year? 

8.  What  prophet  spoke  at  this  time,  and  what  was  his  subject? 

9.  In  the  tenth  year  of  Josiah's  reign  who  prophesied  and  what 
about? 

10.  In  the  same  year  who  prophesied  about  the  captivity,  how 
long  did  he  prophesy,  and  what  was  he  called? 

11.  In  the  twelfth  year,  what  did  Josiah  do  to  Judah  and  Jerusa- 
lem, and  what  did  I  Kings  13 : 2  say? 

12.  In  the  eighteenth  year  what  was  found  in  the  house  of  God,  and 
with  what  result? 

13.  What  did  the  Lord  tell  Josiah  would  happen  to  the  people,  and 

why? 

14.  What  prophet  prophesied  at  this  time,  and  what  was  his 
subject? 

15.  How  was  Josiah  slain,  and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 
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Kingdom  op  Judah 

age  of  decay 

B.  c.  609  Josiah's  effort  to  restore  the  true  worship  of 

King  of  God  only  lasted  while  he  lived.     After  his  death, 

Reigned  Jchoahaz,  his  son,  departed  from  the  right  way 

3  months  ^^^  ^j^j  ^yj]  [^  ^]^g  sight  of  the  Lord.     The  king 

of  Egypt  put  him  in  bands  in  the  land  of  Hamath,  that  he 
might  not  reign  in  Jerusalem;  and  taxed  the  land  a  hundred 
talents  of  silver  and  a  talent  of  gold.  Then  the  king  of 
Egypt  took  Ehakim,  Jehoahaz's  brother  and  changed  his 
name  to  Jehoiakim  and  made  him  king;  and  he  took  Jehoa- 
haz  away  to  Egypt,  and  he  died  there.  Jehoahaz  reigned 
over  Judah  three  months,  and  Jehoiakim,  his  brother, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

B.  G.  609.  Jehoiakim  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight 

Jehoiakim  _        ,  ^  n         •!  i        i  i  i 

King  of  of  the  Lord.  He  gave  the  silver  and  gold  to  the 
Reigned  king  of  Egypt  as  was  commanded  of  his  brother. 
11  years.  (Read  the  Book  of  Jeremiah  carefully  from  Chap- 
ter 21,  to  the  close  of  the  book.)  Jeremiah  continues  his 
prophecies  to  the  people,  directed  by  the  Lord. 

Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  came  up  against  Ju- 
dah and  Jehoiakim  became  his  servant  three  years.  The 
Lord  sent  against  Judah  bands  of  Chaldeans,  Syrians  and 
Moabites  to  destroy  it,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord 
which  He  spake  by  the  hand  of  His  servants  the  prophets. 
This  came  upon  Judah  at  the  command  of  the  Lord  to 
remove  them  out  of  His  sight,  for  the  sins  of  Manasseh 
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and  all  the~evil  that  he  did;  and  for  the  innocent  blood  that 
was  shed  in  Jerusalem. 

In  the  third  year  of  Jehoiakim's  reign  Nebuchadnezzar, 
king  of  Babylon,  besieged  Jerusalem  and  the  Lord  gave 
Judah  into  his  hand.  He  carried  away  part  of  the  vessels 
of  the  house  of  God  and  brought  them  to  the  land  of  his 
gods.  He  spoke  to  the  master  of  his  servants,  that  he 
should  bring  to  Babylon  certain  of  the  children  of  Israel 
even  of  the  seed  royal;  youths  in  whom  there  was  no 
blemish,  and  such  as  had  abihty  to  stand  in  the  king's 
palace;  that  he  should  teach  them  the  learning  and  the 
tongue  of  the  Chaldeans. 

Now  among  these  of  the  children  of  Judah  taken  captive 
were  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Mishael  and  Azariah.  The  prince 
of  the  Chaldeans  gave  names  unto  them;  Daniel,  he  gave 
the  name  of  Belteshazzar;  and  to  Hananiah,  Shadrack,  and 
to  Mishael,  Meshach;  and  to  Azariah,  Abednego.  God 
gave  these  four  youths  knowledge  and  skiU  in  learning  and 
wisdom.  Daniel  had  understanding  in  all  dreams  and 
visions.  Nebuchadnezzar  bound  Jehoiakim  in  fetters  and 
carried  him  to  Babylon,  and  he  died  there.  Jehoiakim 
reigned  over  Judah  eleven  years  and  Jehoiachin,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

jeh^"if?hin  Jehoiachin  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight 
King  of  of  God  according  to  all  that  his  fathers  had  done. 
Reigned  At  that  time  Nebuchadnezzar  came  up  to  Jeru- 
dJjr*  ^^  salem  and  the  city  was  besieged.  The  king  of 
Babylon  took  Jehoiachin,  king  of  Judah,  and  all  the  mighty 
men  of  valor  of  Jerusalem,  even  ten  thousand  captives, 
among  them  was  Ezekiel,  the  prophet,  and  others.  He  took 
the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  and  cut  in  pieces  aU 
the  vessels  of  gold  which  Solomon  the  king  of  Israel  had 
made  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  He  took  all  the  chief  men 
of  the  land  and  carried  them  into  captivity  from  Jerusalem 
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to  Babylon.  The  king  of  Babylon  made  Mattaniah,  son  of 
Josiah,  king  instead  of  Coniah,  son  of  Jehoiachin,  and  he 
changed  his  name  to  Zedckiah.     (Read  Jeremiah  37.) 

Jehoiachin  reigned  over  Judah  three  months  and  ten 
days,  and  Zedekiah  reigned  in  his  stead. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Wliat  was  the  condition  of  the  kingdom  at  this  time? 

2.  In  whose  ways  did  Jehoahaz  walk,  what  did  the  king  of  Egypt 
do,  and  why? 

3.  How  long  did  Jehoahaz  reign,  and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

4.  How  did  Jehoiakim  walk  before  God,   and  who  was  the 
prophet  at  this  time? 

5.  What  word  did  God  send  to  the  people  through  Jeremiah? 

6.  What  king  came  against  Judah,  and  what  did  the  king  of 
Judah  become? 

7.  Who  else  did  God  send  against  Judah,  and  why? 

8.  What  did  the  king  of  Babylon  do  in  the  third  year  of  Jehoia- 
kim's  reign? 

9.  What  four  youths  of  Judah  were  taken  captive,  what  were 
their  names  changed  to,  and  what  were  they  taught? 

10.  How  long  did  Jehoiakim  reign,  and  who  reigned  in  his  stead? 

11.  What  did  Jehoiachin  do  in  the  sight  of  God? 

12.  What  city  did  the  king  of  Babylon  besiege,  and  who  did  he 
take  captive? 

13.  How  long  did  Jehoiachin  reign,  and  who  was  made  king  in  his 
stead? 
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z'd'r^h  Zedekiah  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight 

King  of  of  the  Lord  as  his  brother  had  done;  and  he 
Reigned  huHibled  not  himself  before  Jeremiah  the  prophet 
11  years.      ^-j^o  spoke  as  the  Lord  directed  him. 

Zedekiah  rebelled  against  the  king  of  Babylon,  but  he 
stiffened  his  neck  and  hardened  his  heart  from  turning  unto 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel.  Moreover,  all  the  chiefs  and 
the  priests  and  the  people  trespassed  very  greatly  after  all 
the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  and  they  polluted  the 
house  of  the  Lord  which  He  had  hallowed  in  Jerusalem. 
The  Lord  the  God  of  their  fathers  warned  them  by  His 
messengers  the  prophets,  because  He  had  compassion  on 
His  people  and  on  His  dweUing  place.  But  they  mocked  the 
messengers  of  God,  and  despised  His  words  and  scoffed  at 
His  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  arose  against  His 
people. 

Therefore,  it  came  to  pass,  in  the  ninth  year  of  Zedekiah's 
reign,  that  the  king  of  Babylon  came,  he  and  all  his  army 
against  Jerusalem  and  besieged  the  city  until  the  eleventh 
year  of  Zedekiah's  reign,  B.  C.  587. 

The  famine  was  sore  in  Jerusalem  and  there  was  no 
bread;  then  a  breach  was  made  in  the  city,  and  all  the 
men  of  war  fled  by  night;  and  the  king  went  by  the  way 
of  Arabah.  The  army  of  the  Chaldeans  camped  about  the 
city,  pursued  Zedekiah  and  overtook  him  in  the  plains  of 
Jericho,  and  all  his  army  was  scattered  from  him.  The 
Chaldeans  took  the  king  of  Judah  and  carried  him  to  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  they  gave  judgment  upon  him.  They 
slew  the  sons  of  Zedekiah  before  his  eyes.    They  put  out  the 
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eyes  of  Zedekiah,  bound  him  in  fetters  and  carried  him  to 
Babylon.  Then  came  the  captain  of  the  guards,  a  servant 
of  the  king  of  Babylon,  unto  Jerusalem;  and  burned  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  the  king's  house  and  all  the  houses  of 
Jerusalem.  The  army  of  the  Chaldeans  brake  down  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem.  The  captain  of  the  guards  carried 
away  captive  the  people  that  were  left  in  the  city,  to  the 
king  of  Babylon.  So  the  kingdom  of  Judah  came  to  an 
end. 

Judah  lasted  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  longer  than 
the  kingdom  of  Israel,  because  the  people  were  more  united 
and  the  moral  and  spiritual  conditions  were  much  better. 
The  people  were  more  faithful  to  God  than  in  the  northern 
kingdom  of  Israel.  The  better  conditions  were  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  temple  with  the  priests  and  the  Levites  was  in 
its  borders.  Many  of  the  priests  and  Levites  were  driven 
from  Israel  by  the  persecutions  of  Jeroboam.  The  prophets 
Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  were  God's  special  messengers  to  the 
people  in  the  declining  years  of  the  kingdom.  Despite  all 
the  gracious  helps,  sin  brought  national  decay  and  the 
people  were  carried  into  captivity.  - 

This  is  the  close  of  the  fourth  great  period  of  the  Israelite 
kingdom.  The  principal  persons  of  this  period  are  David, 
Solomon,  Elijah  and  Hezekiah. 

God  requires  of  man  in  this  period,  Obedience,  Faith, 
Trust  and  Works. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  did  Zedekiah  walk  before  God,  who  spoke  to  him  from 
God,  and  with  what  result? 

2.  What  did  Zedekiah  do  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  what_was  his 
attitude  toward  God? 

3.  How  did  the  people  receive  the  messengers  of  God  and  the 

result? 

4.  Who  besieged  Jerusalem,  when,  and  why? 
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5.  How  and  when  was  Zedekiah  captured,  and  what  were  his 
judgments? 

6.  How  and  by  whom  was  Jerusalem  destroyed? 

7.  How  much  longer  did  the  kingdom  of  Judah  last  than  the 
kingdom  of  Israel,  and  why? 

8.  What  prophets  were  God's  special  messengers  to  the  people? 

9.  Why  were  the  people  carried  away  captives? 

10.  Who  were  the  principal  persons  of  this  period? 

11.  What  does  God  require  of  man  in  this  period? 


LESSON  38.    BOOK  OF  DANIEL 


Outline  of  the  Fifth  Period* 


Division. 


JEWISH   PROVINCE 

From  the  Captivity  in  Babylon  B.  C.  587, 

to  the  Birth  of  Christ  A.  D.  1. 
A  Period  of  587  years.     II  Kings  25  to  Matt. 
1:25. 


Administration.    Foreign  Administration. 


Subdivision. 


Events. 


Foreign  Rulers. 

1.  Captivity  in  Babylon.    Under  Chaldean 

Rule,  70  years. 

2.  Restoration  of  the  Jews.    Under  Persian 

Rule. 

3.  Reform  of  Ezra.    Under  Persian  Rule. 

4.  Greek  Supremacy.    Under  Greek  Rule. 

5.  Maccabean  Independence,  100  years. 

6.  Roman  Rule. 


Principal 

Daniel 

Persons. 

Ezra 

J.  Maccabeus 

Herod 

What  God  Re-      Obedience,    Faith,   Trust,   Works  and   Re- 
QuiRES  OF  Man.  pentance. 

*  Christ  was  born  B.  C.  4,  or  A.  D.  1.  Chronologists  use  either  date  as  a  basis 
for  computing  the  time  of  events.  The  dates  in  this  book  are  computed,  using 
A  D.  I  as  a  basis. 
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This  is  the  fifth  great  period,  called  the  Jewish  Province, 
and  extends  from  the  Captivity  in  Babylon  B.  C.  587, 
II  Kings  25,  to  the  Birth  of  Christ  A.  D.  1,  Matt.  1:25,  a 
period  of  587  years. 

This  is  the  Foreign  Administration,  the  people  that  were 
taken  captive  from  Judah  were  caUed  Jews,  and  during  the 
Captivity  the  exiles  were  permitted  to  live  together  in  a 
colony,  or  province,  and  were  under  foreign  rulers. 

THE  CAPTIVITY  IN  BABYLON 
Under  the  Chaldean  Rule 

1.  In  B.  C.  605.  The  first  captives  were  taken  from 
Judah  to  Babylon  under  King  Jehoiakim's  reign.  Daniel, 
the  Princely  Prophet,  was  among  them. 

2.  In  B.  C.  598.  King  Jehoiachin  who  reigned  three 
months  over  Judah  was  carried  away  captive  to  Babylon 
with  ten  thousand  others  by  the  king  of  Chaldea.  Among 
them  was  Ezekiel,  the  Priestly  Prophet. 

3.  In  B.  C.  587.  Under  King  Zedekiah's  reign,  Jeru- 
salem was  destroyed  and  the  rest  of  the  people  were  taken 
captives  to  Babylon.  Probably  Obadiah,  the  Unknown 
Prophet,  was  among  them. 

Daniel,  the         Daniel,  known  as  the  Princely  Prophet,  was 

Proph^et  taken  captive  in  his  youth  to  Babylon  of  Chaldea. 

Prophesies  He  became  the  great  prophet  of  God's  people  in 

ityfrom  their  Captivity  and  prophesied  for  a  period  of 

b!  c*.  535,  ^  sixty-five    years.     His    subject    was    the    Great 

65  years.  Empires. 

The  king  of  Chaldea  made  an  image  of  gold  and  sent 
word  to  all  the  people  that  at  the  sound  of  musical  instru- 
ments they  should  fall  down  and  worship  it.  Those  who 
did  not  were  to  be  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace.  Wherefore, 
the  Chaldeans  came  near  and  brought  accusations  against 
the  Jews  and  said  to  the  king,  There  are  certain  Jews  whom 
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thou  hast  set  over  the  affairs  of  the  Province  who  have  not 
done  as  thou  hast  commanded. 

Then  the  king  had  them  brought  before  him.  They 
being  the  three  youths  who  were  taken  captive  with  Daniel; 
Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego.  They  refused  to  wor- 
ship the  golden  image  and  were  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace. 
But  they  said,  The  Lord  whom  we  serve  is  able  to  deliver 
us  from  the  fiery  furnace  and  also  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
king.  They  were  bound  and  cast  into  the  furnace,  but 
came  out  untouched  by  the  fire.  This  astounded  the  king, 
who  said.  Blessed  be  the  God  of  Shadrach,  Meshach  and 
Abednego,  who  hath  sent  His  angel  and  deUvered  His  ser- 
vants, that  trusted  in  Him,  and  would  not  serve  nor  worship 
any  god  except  their  own  God. 

Therefore,  the  king  of  Chaldea  made  a  decree,  that  every 
people  and  nation  which  spoke  anything  amiss  against  the 
God  of  these  men  should  be  cut  in  pieces.  And  the  king 
promoted  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego  in  the  province 
of  Babylon. 

After  Nebuchadnezzar,  Belshazzar,  the  king  of  Chaldea, 
made  a  great  feast  according  to  the  custom,  and  as  they 
sat  eating  and  drinking  the  king  saw  a  man's  hand  on  the 
wall.  No  one  could  give  an  interpretation,  so  Daniel  was 
called  and  gave  the  meaning  to  the  king,  saying,  '^Because 
thou,  0  king,  lifted  thyself  up  against  God,  God  hath  num- 
bered thy  kingdom,  and  brought  it  to  an  end.  Thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting.  Thy  kingdom 
is  divided  and  given  to  the  Medes  and  Persians." 

When  Darius,  king  of  the  Medes,  was  in  power  he  set 
presidents  over  his  men,  of  whom  Daniel  was  one.  These 
presidents  consulted  together  to  establish  a  royal  statute, 
that  whosoever  asked  a  petition  of  any  man  or  god  for  thirty 
days,  save  the  king,  he  should  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions. 
When  Daniel  knew  that  the  writing  was  signed,  he  went  to 
his  house  and  with  his  window  opened  towards  Jerusalem 
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he  kneeled  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  his  God 
three  times  a  day  as  he  had  done  before.  When  these 
men  found  Daniel  making  supplications  to  his  God  they 
brought  word  to  the  king,  and  Daniel  was  cast  into  the 
den  of  lions,  according  to  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians 
which  altereth  not.  The  king  went  to  his  palace,  but  could 
not  sleep,  for  he  was  troubled  about  Daniel.  In  the  morn- 
ing he  went  in  haste  to  the  lion's  den  and  called  to  Daniel 
and  said,  '^0  Daniel,  servant  of  the  living  God,  is  thy  God 
whom  thou  servest  continually,  able  to  deliver  thee  from 
the  Hons?"  Then  said  Daniel,  "My  God  hath  sent  His 
angel  and  hast  shut  the  lions'  mouths  and  they  have  not 
hurt  me."  Then  the  king  was  exceedingly  glad  and  Daniel 
was  taken  out  of  the  den  of  lions  and  was  not  hurt,  because 
he  trusted  in  his  God. 

Then  the  king  commanded  those  who  had  accused  Daniel 
to  be  cast  into  the  lion's  den  and  they  were  devoured. 
Darius,  the  Mede,  wrote  a  decree  unto  all  the  people  and 
nations  that  the  God  of  Daniel  was  the  hving  God  and 
steadfast  forever  and  His  kingdom  should  not  be  destroyed 
and  His  dominion  should  be  unto  the  end.  He  delivereth 
and  rescueth,  who  hath  delivered  Daniel  from  the  power 
of  the  lions. 

Daniel  prophesied  about  the  visions  which  he  saw,  and 
of  the  Great  Empires  which  should  conquer  one  over  the 
other  and  be  in  power.  Daniel  prophesied  in  the  reign  of 
Darius  the  Mede,  and  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus  the  Persian. 
He  lived  to  see  that  glorious  time  of  the  return  of  his  people 
from  the  Babylonian  captivity  to  Jerusalem.  (Read  the 
Book  of  Daniel.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  great  period  is  this,  and  what  is  it  called,  and  why? 

2.  From  what  event,  to  what  event,  does  this  period  extend,  and 
where  found? 
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3.  What  were  the  captives  called,  and  how  were  they  permitted 
to  live,  and  how  governed? 

4.  In  what  year  were  the  first  captives  taken  from  Judah,  and 
what  great  prophet  was  among  them? 

5.  In  what  year  was  Jehoiakim  taken  captive  with  how  many 
others,  and  what  prophet  was  among  them? 

6.  What  happened  in  B.  C.  587  and  what  prophet  was  probably 
taken  captive? 

7.  Under  what  rule  was  Judah  taken  captive? 

8.  How  long  did  Daniel  prophesy  to  the  people? 

9.  Who  were  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace  and  why? 

10.  Who  saved  them  and  what  did  the  king  of  Chaldea  say,  and 
what  word  was  sent  to  all  people? 

11.  What  did  Belshazzar  do,  and  what  did  he  see  on  the  wall  and 
who  interpreted  the  writing? 

12.  What  did  Daniel  tell  the  king  that  God  said  was  the  meaning 
of  the  writing? 

13.  When  Darius  was  in  power  what  did  he  do? 

14.  What  statute  did  the  presidents  establish  and  with  what 
result? 

15.  Who  was  cast  into  the  lion's  den  and  why,  who  saved  him  and 
why? 

16.  What  decree  did  Darius  send  to  the  people? 

17.  What  did  Daniel  prophesy  concerning  the  overthrow  of  the 
empires? 


LESSON  39.    EZEKIEL  AND  OBADIAH 

Prfi^tfy^^^  Ezekiel,  known  as  the  Priestly  Prophet,  proph- 
Prophetj       esied  on  the  Captivity  and  Return.     The  word  of 

Prophesies  . 

From  B.  c.  the  Lord  came  especially  to  Ezekiel  the  priest,  and 
570,23years.  he  saw  the  visions  of  God.  When  he  saw  them 
he  fell  upon  his  face  and  heard  the  voice  of  one  that  spake, 
and  the  Lord  said,  '^Son  of  man,  I  send  thee  to  the  children 
of  Israel,  to  nations  that  are  rebellious;  which  have  been  re- 
bellious against  me,  they  and  their  fathers  have  transgressed 
against  me,  even  unto  this  day.  The  children  are  impudent 
and  stiff-hearted.  I  send  thee  unto  them,  and  thou  shalt 
say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God.  Whether  or  not 
they  will  forbear  (for  they  are  a  rebellious  house),  yet  shall 
they  know  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among  them.  Be  not 
afraid  of  them,  neither  be  afraid  of  their  words.  And  thou 
shalt  speak  my  words  unto  them,  whether  they  will  hear  or 
not.  But  thou,  son  of  man,  hear  what  I  say  unto  thee,  be 
not  rebellious  like  they  are;  open  thy  mouth  and  eat  what 
I  give  thee.  When  I  looked,  behold,  an  hand  was  put  forth 
unto  me;  and  lo,  a  roll  of  a  book  was  therein,  and  he  spread 
it  before  me,  and  it  was  written  within  and  without,  with 
lamentations,  mourning  and  woe.  And  he  said.  Go  get  thee 
unto  the  house  of  Israel  and  speak  my  words  unto  them." 

God  showed  the  rule  of  prophecy  that  what  He  had 
said,  would,  and  did  surely  come  to  pass;  even  the  judg- 
ment of  Israel  for  their  idolatry.  Also  the  future  desola- 
tion of  Israel  and  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  wicked,  but 
promised  the  preservation  of  the  righteous.  The  remnant 
should  be  scattered,  and  the  lying  and  false  prophets  re- 
proved. God  told  of  His  love  for  Jerusalem,  how  they  had 
polluted  His  sanctuary,  and  caused  the  children  to  pass 
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through  the  fire  Hke  the  abominations  of  the  heathen  j 
therefore  His  wrath  was  poured  out  upon  them. 

''For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  even  deal  with  thee 
as  thou  hast  done;  nevertheless,  I  will  remember  my  cove- 
nant with  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  I  will  establish 
unto  thee  an  everlasting  covenant.  Then  shalt  thou  remem- 
ber thy  ways  and  be  ashamed,  and  thou  shalt  know  that  I 
am  the  Lord;  that  thou  mayest  remember  because  of  thy 
shame,  when  I  have  forgiven  thee  all  that  thou  hast  done." 

God  told  Ezekiel  to  speak  a  parable  unto  the  children  of 
Israel  the  meaning  of  which  was  a  promise  of  Christ's 
kingdom.  God  sent  a  promise  to  the  children  of  Israel 
that  He  would  gather  them  out  of  the  countries  wherein 
they  were  scattered,  and  would  plead  with  them  face  to  face 
like  He  pleaded  with  their  fathers  in  the  wilderness.  They 
should  know  that  He  was  the  Lord. 

Ezekiel  prophesied  on  the  judgments  to  the  different 
people  and  countries.  God  set  him  as  a  watchman  over 
the  people  to  warn  them  of  the  things  to  come.  God  said, 
He  would  have  mercy,  when  He  had  brought  them  again 
from  their  captivity  and  they  should  know  that  He  was 
the  Lord  their  God. 

In  a  vision  God  brought  Ezekiel  to  a  very  high  mountain 
and  set  him  down,  whereon  he  saw  as  it  were  the  frame  of  a 
city  on  the  south  and  He  gave  him  the  measures  of  the  tem- 
ple. Then  He  brought  him  to  the  gate,  and  showed  him  the 
place  where  God  would  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  children 
of  Israel.  And  he  gave  him  the  ordinances  of  the  altar,  the 
priests,  the  princes  and  for  pubhc  worship.  (Read  the 
Book  of  Ezekiel.) 

Obadiah,  Obadiah's  prophecy  was  concerning  The  De- 

Unknown  structiou  of  Edom,  the  land  of  Esau,  Israel's 
Prophesies  brother.  For  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  near  upon  all 
In  B.  c.  585  nations,  as  thou  hast  done,  it  shalt  be  done  unto 
thee,  and  thy  dealing  shall  return  upon  thine  own  head. 
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"And  saviours  shall  come  upon  Mount  Zion  to  judge  the 
Mount  of  Esau,  and  the  kingdom  shall  be  the  Lord's." 
(Read  the  Book  of  Obadiah). 

QUESTIONS 

1.  In  what  year  was  Ezekiel  taken  captive,  and  under  whose 
reign? 

2.  In  what  year  did  Ezekiel  begin  his  prophecy,  and  how  long  did 
he  continue? 

3.  What  kind  of  a  prophet  was  Ezekiel,  and  what  was  his  subject? 

4.  What  word  did  God  send  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  what 
was  the  rule  of  the  prophecy? 

5.  What  was  the  judgment  of  Israel  for  their  idolatry,  and  how 
were  the  righteous  preserved? 

6.  What  had  the  people  done  unto  the  Lord's  sanctuary,  and 
what  did  they  break? 

7.  What  kind  of  a  covenant  did  God  say  that  he  would  establish 
and  what  parable  did  God  send  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
what  did  it  mean? 

8.  What  was  Ezekiel  to  be  over  the  people,  and  why? 

9.  What  was  the  vision  of  the  return  of  Israel? 

10.  In  what  year  was  Obadiah  taken  captive,  when  did  he  prophesy, 
and  what  was  his  subject? 

11.  Who  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Edom,and  how  was  it  to  be  judged? 
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EVENTS  PERTAINING  TO  THE   CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL — UNDER 

THE   PERSIAN   RULE 

In  B.  C.  538.  Cyrus,  the  king  of  Persia,  conquered  the 
Chaldeans,  and  the  Jewish  Province  or  the  children  of  Judah 
came  under  the  Persian  rule,  as  Daniel  prophesied. 

The  words  of  the  Lord  spoken  to  the  children  of  Judah 
by  the  hand  of  Jeremiah  (Jer.  25 :  11, 12).  ''And  it  shall  come 
to  pass  when  the  seventy  years  are  accomplished  that  I  will 
punish  the  king  of  Babylon  and  that  nation,  saith  the  Lord 
for  their  iniquity;  and  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  I  will 
make  it  desolate  forever."  (Read  the  twenty-ninth  Chapter 
of  Jeremiah  carefully.) 

Jer.  29:10.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  after  seventy  years 
be  accomplished  for  Babylon,  I  will  visit  you,  and  perform 
my  good  word  towards  you  in  causing  you  to  return  to 
Jerusalem.   . 

So  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  the  Lord 
stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus,  that  he  made  a  proclamation 
throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and  put  it  in  writing,  saying: 
''All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  hath  the  Lord  the  King  of 
Heaven  given  me,  and  He  hath  charged  me  to  build  Him  a 
house  in  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah.  Whosoever  there 
is  among  you  of  all  this  people,  his  God  be  with  him,  let 
him  go  up  to  Jersualem,  which  is  in  Judah,  and  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel."  Then  there  arose  up 
the  heads  of  the  fathers'  houses  of  Judah  and  prepared  to 
return  to  Jerusalem. 
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THE    RESTORATION   OF  THE   JEWS 

In  B.  C.  537.  The  first  caravan  journey  of  returning 
exiles,  the  Jews  under  Zerubbabel  who  became  governor, 
and  Jeshua,  the  priest.  There  were  about  forty-two  thou- 
sand in  the  first  expedition  that  returned  to  their  cities  in 
Judah.  They  gathered  themselves  together  in  Jerusalem 
and  built  an  altar  for  the  worship  of  the  Lord,  and  offered 
sacrifices  and  offerings  thereon. 

In  B.  C.  535.  In  the  second  year  of  their  coming  to 
Jerusalem  they  laid  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  and  set  the  priests  in  their  apparel.  After  the  order  of 
David  they  praised  the  Lord,  giving  thanks,  saying,  "For 
He  is  good.  His  mercy  endureth  forever." 

When  the  people  dwelling  in  Samaria  heard  that  the 
children  of  captivity  builded  a  temple  unto  the  Lord,  they 
wanted  to  help,  but  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua  said  unto  them, 
Ye  have  nothing  to  do  with  us,  we  ourselves  will  build  unto 
the  Lord,  as  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  hath  commanded  us. 

Then  the  Samaritans  weakened  the  hands  of  Judah  and 
troubled  them  in  building.  They  hired  counselors  against 
them  to  frustrate  their  purpose.  They  wrote  letters  to  the 
king  of  Persia  that  a  search  should  be  made  in  the  book  of 
records  of  their  fathers,  and  know  that  Jerusalem  was  a 
rebellious  city  and  hurtful  unto  the  king  and  provinces. 
The  king  sent  word  back,  for  them  to  cause  the  men  to  cease 
building  until  a  decree  should  be  made  by  him. 

In  B.  C.  522.  The  men  of  Samaria  went  in  haste  to 
Jerusalem  unto  the  Jews  and  made  them  cease  building  by 
force  and  power.  The  work  of  the  house  of  God  ceased 
until  the  second  year  of  Darius,  king  of  Persia. 

Haggai.The        '^^^  prophet  Haggai  prophesied  to  the  Jews 

Prophet  of    in  Jerusalem  and  Judah  by  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Prophesies  '  He  prophcsicd  concerning  the  Rebuilding  of  the 

Temple.     (Read  the  Book  of  Haggai.) 
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Zechariah,  The  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  the  prophet 
Prophet  of  Zechariah,  known  as  The  Prophet  of  Visions,  say- 
pj-ophesies  ing,  "Thc  Lord  hath  been  sore  displeased  with 
B.  c.  520.  your  fathers.  Therefore,  say  unto  them,  return 
unto  me  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  and  I  will  return  unto  you." 
The  Lord  gave  Zechariah  a  vision  of  horses  of  many  colors; 
and  the  coming  of  Christ  was  foretold.  He  said,  ''I  will 
remove  the  iniquity  of  that  land  in  one  day.  Not  by 
might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts."  Jerusalem  should  be  restored,  and  victory  should  be 
seen  by  the  righteous,  also  I  will  raise  up  a  shepherd  and 
He  will  care  for  His  flock.     (Read  the  Book  of  Zechariah.) 

In  B.  C.  520.  Then  rose  up  Zerubbabel,  the  governor 
of  Judah,  and  Jeshua,  the  priest,  and  began  to  build  the 
house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  and  with  them  were  the  prophets 
of  God  helping.  The  governor  of  Persia  came,  saying, 
'W'Tio  gave  you  a  decree  to  build  this  house  and  finish  the 
wall?  They  told  him,  that  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus,  king 
of  Babylon  and  of  Persia,  Cyrus  made  a  decree  to  build  the 
house  of  God. 

Darius,  the  king,  made  a  search  in  the  palace  and  found 
a  roll,  and  therein  was  a  record  written.  It  was  the  proc- 
lamation CjTus  had  made  concerning  the  house  of  God 
at  Jerusalem. 

So  Darius  reaffirmed  the  decree  of  Cyrus.  The  elders 
of  the  Jews  builded  and  prospered,  through  the  prophecy  of 
Haggai  and  Zechariah.  They  finished  the  Temple  accord- 
ing to  the  commandment  of  the  God  of  Israel;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  decree  of  Cyrus,  and  Darius  and  Artaxerxes, 
kings  of  Persia. 

In  B.  C.  515.  The  children  of  Israel,  the  priests,  the 
Levites,  and  the  rest  of  the  children  of  captivity,  kept  the 
Dedication  of  the  house  of  God  with  joy.  They  set  the 
priests  in  their  divisions  and  the  Levites  in  their  courses, 
for  the  service  of  God  as  it  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Moses. 
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They  kept  the  feast  of  the  Passover  and  of  the  unleavened 
bread  with  great  joy. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Under  whose  rule  do  we  find  the  children  of  Israel,  and  why? 

2.  What  words  do  we  find  in  Jeremiah,  twenty-ninth  chapter? 

3.  In  the  first  year  of  the  Persian  rule  what  did  the  king  do? 

4.  In  what  year  did  the  first  caravan  of  exiles  return  to  Jerusalem? 

5.  How  many  returned,  and  under  whose  leadership? 

6.  In  the  second  year  of  their  return  to  Jerusalem,  what  did  the 
people  do? 

7.  What  prophets  were  sent  to  the  Jews  and  Judah  at  this  time, 
and  what  did  they  prophesy  about? 

8.  In  what  year  did  they  resume  the  building  of  the  Temple,  and 
why? 

9.  In  what  year  was  the  Temple  dedicated,  and  what  other 
feasts  did  the  children  of  Israel  keep? 


LESSON  41.  EZRA  7  TO  CLOSE  OF  BOOK.  BOOK 

OF  ESTHER 

The  Reform  of  Ezra 

In  B.  C.  458.  In  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Persia, 
Ezra  went  up  from  Babylon.  He  was  a  ready  scribe  in  the 
law  of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  the  God  of  Israel  had  given, 
and  the  king  granted  him  all  his  requests  according,  as  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  his  God  was  upon  him. 

Ezra  came  to  Jerusalem  for  he  had  set  his  heart  on  seek- 
ing the  Lord  his  God,  and  teaching  Israel  His  statutes  and 
judgments.  Then  the  king  made  a  decree,  that  all  of  the 
people  of  Israel  and  their  priests  and  Levites,  in  his  king- 
dom, who  were  minded  of  their  own  free  wiU  to  go  to  Jeru- 
salem, should  go  with  Ezra;  and  he  sent  free-will  offerings 
from  Babylon  to  buy  the  offering,  for  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
which  should  be  offered  upon  the  altar.  The  king  was 
thoughtful  of  all  things  needed  for  Ezra's  mission.  And 
Ezra  said,  '^  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  our  fathers, 
which  hath  put  such  a  thing  as  this  in  the  king's  heart,  to 
beautify  the  house  of  the  Lord;  and  hath  extended  mercy 
unto  me  before  all  the  king's  mighty  princes." 

So  Ezra  led  the  second  expedition  back  to  Judah,  and  he 
said,  ''The  hand  of  our  Lord  was  upon  us,  and  He  delivered 
us  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy  and  the  lier  in  wait,  by  the 
way."  When  Ezra  had  come  to  Jerusalem,  the  princes 
drew  near  him  and  said,  ''The  people  of  Israel  and  the  priests 
and  the  Levites  have  not  separated  themselves  from  the 
people  of  the  land;  they  have  married  the  daughters  of  the 
land  so  the  holy  seed  is  mingled  with  the  people  of  the 
heathen  lands." 
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When  Ezra  heard  these  things  he  assembled  every  one 
that  trembled  at  the  words  of  God,  because  of  the  trespass 
of  them  of  the  captivity,  and  he  fell  down  before  God  and 
said,  "I  am  ashamed  to  lift  up  my  face  to  thee,  0  my  God, 
we  were  delivered  to  the  kings  of  the  land  into  captivity. 
Now  for  a  little  moment,  grace  hath  been  showed  us  from 
the  Lord  our  God,  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape;  that 
our  God  may  lighten  our  eyes  and  give  us  a  little  reviving 
in  our  bondage,  for  we  are  under  the  government  of  the 
kings  of  the  land,  who  are  in  power.  Yet  our  God  hath  not 
forsaken  us  in  our  bondage;  but  hath  extended  mercy  unto 
us  in  the  sight  of  the  kings  of  Persia  to  give  us  a  reviving, 
to  set  up  the  house  of  our  God  and  to  give  us  a  wall  in  Judah 
and  Jerusalem.  And  now,  0  Lord,  what  shall  we  say  after 
this?  For  we  have  forsaken  thy  commandments,  behold, 
we  are  before  thee  in  our  guiltiness  for  none  can  stand  before 
thee  because  of  this." 

While  Ezra  prayed  and  made  confession  before  the  house 
of  God,  all  the  people  wept  very  sore,  and  they  said,  ''We 
have  trespassed  against  our  God,  in  this  thing,  now  there- 
fore let  us  make  a  covenant  with  our  God,  to  put  away  all 
the  strange  wives."  So  Ezra's  work  of  reformation  and 
reorganization  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  began,  and  con- 
tinued through  the  following  year. 


ESTHER  SAVES  HER  PEOPLE 

In  B.  C.  457.  It  came  to  pass  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign,  that  King  Ahasuerus  or  Xerxes  made  a  feast  to  all  his 
princes  and  his  servants,  to  show  the  riches  of  his  glorious 
kingdom,  for  he  was  king  over  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  provinces.  When  the  feast  was  finished,  and  the 
king  was  merry  with  wine,  he  commanded  his  servant  to 
bring  Vashti,  the  queen,  before  the  king  with  the  crown 
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royal;  to  show  the  princes  and  people  her  beauty,  for  she 
was  fair  to  look  upon. 

But  the  queen  refused  to  come  at  the  king's  command, 
and  the  men  who  sat  next  to  the  king  saw  his  great  wrath, 
and  his  anger  burned  in  him.  He  said  to  them.  What  shall 
we  do  unto  the  queen,  according  to  the  law,  because  she 
hath  not  done  the  bidding  of  the  king?  And  they  said. 
The  queen  hath  not  only  done  wrong  to  refuse  the  king's 
command,  but  to  all  the  princes,  as  it  is  a  bad  example  to 
set  before  the  women  of  the  land.  So  they  said  to  the 
king,  Let  there  go  forth  a  royal  commandment  from  the 
king,  to  the  effect  that  all  women  should  give  their  hus- 
bands honor  in  all  things  and  every  man  should  bear  rule 
in  his  own  house.  Also,  a  command  that  be  not  altered, 
that  the  queen  come  no  more  before  the  king,  and  let  the 
king  give  her  royal  estate  to  another  that  is  better  than  she. 

Then  the  king's  servants  said,  Let  there  be  fair  young 
virgins  sought  for  the  king.  Let  officers  be  appointed  in 
each  province  to  gather  together  all  the  fair  young  virgins, 
unto  the  palace,  and  then  let  the  maiden  which  pleaseth 
the  king,  be  queen.  And  the  thing  pleased  the  king,  and 
he  did  so. 

There  was  a  certain  Jew  in  the  palace  whose  name  was 
Mordecai,  who  had  been  carried  away  captive  from  Jeru- 
salem. He  brought  up  Esther  as  his  own  daughter,  she 
was  his  niece  and  an  orphan.  It  came  to  pass  that  Esther 
was  taken  into  the  king's  house,  into  the  custody  of  the 
keeper  of  the  women;  she  found  favor  in  his  sight,  and  was 
given  the  best  place. 

Esther  had  not  shown  or  told  that  she  was  a  Jewess,  for 
Mordecai  had  charged  her  not  to,  and  he  walked  before 
the  court  each  day  to  see  how  Esther  fared.  When  the  turn 
of  Esther  came  to  go  before  the  king,  he  loved  her  above 
all  the  women,  so  that  he  set  the  royal  crown  upon  her  head, 
and  made  her  queen. 
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In  those  days  while  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate,  two 
of  the  king's  chamberlains,  which  kept  the  door,  were  angry 
and  sought  to  lay  hands  on  the  king.  The  tiling  was  know^n 
to  Mordecai,  who  showed  it  to  Esther,  the  queen,  and  she 
told  the  king,  in  Mordecai's  name.  It  was  found  to  be  so 
and  the  men  were  hanged,  and  it  was  written  in  the  book 
of  records  before  the  king. 

After  this  Haman  a  servant  was  promoted  over  all  the 
princes,  and  aU  the  servants  about  the  king's  gate  bowed 
down  to  him  and  did  him  reverence  as  the  king  had  com- 
manded. But  Mordecai  did  not  bow  down  to  him,  nor 
do  him  reverence.  Those  who  were  with  him  spake  daily 
to  him  but  he  hearkened  not,  so  they  told  Haman  that 
Mordecai  would  not  bow  down,  also  that  he  was  a  Jew. 

Haman  was  fuU  of  wrath,  but  he  would  not  lay  hands  on 
Mordecai  alone,  wherefore  he  sought  to  destroy  all  the 
Jews  that  were  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  So  they 
cast  Pur,  that  is,  the  lot,  before  Haman  each  day  to  deter- 
mine which  day  of  the  month  it  would  fall  on. 

Then  Haman  said  to  the  king,  ''There  are  certain  people 
scattered  abroad  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy  kingdom,  and 
their  laws  are  diverse  from  those  of  every  people;  neither 
keep  they  the  king's  law.  If  it  please  the  king,  let  it  be 
WTitten  that  they  be  destroyed."  The  king  gave  his  ring 
to  Haman  and  said,  ''The  people  are  given  into  thy  charge, 
do  with  them  as  it  seemeth  good  to  thee."  So  Haman  sent 
letters  in  the  king's  name,  to  aU  the  provinces,  to  destroy, 
to  slay  and  cause  to  perish  all  the  Jews,  on  a  certain  day. 

When  Mordecai  heard  all  that  was  done,  he  rent  his 
clothes  and  put  on  sackcloth  with  ashes  and  went  out  into 
the  midst  of  the  city  with  a  loud  and  bitter  cry.  In  every 
province  whence  the  king's  command  had  gone,  there  was 
great  mourning  and  weeping  among  the  Jews.  Esther's 
maidens  told  her  that  Mordecai  was  in  sackcloth  and  she 
was  grieved  and  sent  raiment  to  him,  but  he  received  it  not. 
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Then  she  sent  word  to  know  what  troubled  him.  Mordecai 
told  the  servant  all  that  had  happened,  and  gave  him  a 
copy  of  the  writing  to  show  Queen  Esther,  and  charged 
her  to  go  to  the  king  and  make  supplication  unto  him,  for 
her  people. 

Esther  sent  word  that  any  one  going  unto  the  king  with- 
out being  called  would  be  put  to  death;  except  the  king 
shall  hold  out  the  golden  scepter.  Mordecai  sent  word  to 
Esther,  saying,  '^  Think  not  with  thyself,  that  thou  shalt 
escape  in  the  king's  house,  more  than  all  the  Jews;  and  who 
knoweth  whether  thou  art  not  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such 
a  time  as  this?"  Esther  sent  word  back,  saying,  "I  will  go 
unto  the  king,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law;  and  if  I 
perish,  I  perish." 

Mordecai  did  all  that  Esther  had  commanded  him  to  do. 
When  Esther  went  in  before  the  king  he  held  out  the  golden 
scepter  and  said,  her  request  should  be  granted  to  the  half 
of  his  kingdom.  She  asked  the  king  and  Haman  to  come 
to  her  banquet  the  next  day,  and  she  would  tell  him  her 
request.  Haman  was  joyful  because  of  this  invitation,  yet 
his  heart  was  filled  with  wrath  against  Mordecai;  and  that 
night  his  wife  said.  Let  a  gallows  be  made,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing speak  to  the  king,  that  Mordecai  may  be  hanged  thereon. 

On  that  same  night  the  king  could  not  sleep,  so  he  had 
the  book  of  records  brought  and  they  were  read  before  him. 
It  was  found  written  there  that  Mordecai  had  saved  the 
king's  fife;  and  the  king  said,  What  honor  hath  been  done 
to  Mordecai  for  this?  His  servant  said.  There  was  nothing 
done  for  him. 

Haman  was  in  the  outer  court  preparing  the  gaUows  for 
Mordecai,  and  the  king  requested  him  to  come  in,  and  said 
unto  him,  "What  shall  be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the 
king  deHghteth  to  honor?" 

Haman  thought  he  was  the  man  whom  the  king  meant, 
so  he  said,  "Let  royal  apparel  be  brought,  and  all  honor  done 
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to  the  man  whom  the  king  deUghteth  to  honor."  Then  the 
king  said,  ''Make  haste,  and  as  thou  hast  said,  do  even  so 
unto  Mordecai  the  Jew,  let  nothing  fail  of  all  that  thou  hast 
spoken."  When  Mordecai  came  to  the  king's  gate  in  royal 
apparel,  Haman  hastened  to  his  house  mourning  and  having 
his  head  covered;  and  the  wise  men  said.  Thou  shalt  surely 
fall  before  Mordecai. 

The  king  and  Haman  went  to  banquet  with  Esther. 
''The  king  said.  What  is  thy  petition.  Queen  Esther?  And 
she  said,  0  king,  if  it  pleaseth  thee,  let  my  life  and  that  of 
my  people  be  given  me  at  my  petition;  for  we  are  sold,  I 
and  my  people;  to  be  destroyed,  to  be  slain  and  to  perish. 
The  king  said.  Who  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  that  durst  pre- 
sume in  his  heart  to  do  so?  Esther  said,  An  adversary  and 
an  enemy,  even  this  wicked  Haman.  The  king  rose  in  his 
wrath;  and  the  servant  said  quickly.  Behold  the  gallows 
which  Haman  made  for  Mordecai.  The  king  said.  Hang 
Haman  thereon." 

On  that  day  Mordecai  was  set  over  the  house  of  Haman. 
Esther  again  asked  the  king  to  reverse  the  letters  devised 
by  Haman  to  destroy  the  Jews.  The  king  said,  ''Behold,  I 
have  given  Esther  the  house  of  Haman,  write  ye  also  to  the 
Jews  in  the  king's  name,  as  ye  like."  A  writing  went  forth 
granting  the  Jews  liberty,  and  to  slay  all  their  enemies.  So 
the  Jews  had  great  joy  and  gladness  that  day,  and  the  fear 
of  Mordecai  fell  upon  the  people  for  he  was  great  in  the 
king's  house. 

They  executed  judgment  upon  all  their  enemies.  When 
this  was  done  they  rested  and  made  a  day  of  feasting, 
because  they  were  saved  from  their  enemies.  Mordecai 
wrote  these  things,  and  sent  letters  to  all  Jews  to  keep  the 
days  of  Purim.  They  were  called  Purim  because  of  the 
name  Pur,  or  the  lot,  to  destroy  them.  These  days  were 
kept  as  a  memorial  throughout  all  their  generations.  Then 
Esther  wrote  letters  with  all  authority  to  confirm  this  second 


208      FROM  THE  CREATION  OF  MAN  TO  ETERNITY 

letter  of  Purim.  Mordecai  was  next  to  the  king,  seeking 
the  good  of  his  people  and  speaking  peace  to  all  his  seed. 
(Read  the  Book  of  Esther.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  In  what  year  did  Ezra  return  to  Jerusalem,  and  what  did  he 
seek  to  do? 

2.  What  was  the  king's  decree,  and  what  did  he  do  for  Ezra's 
mission? 

3.  What  was  the  sin  he  found  that  the  priests  had  committed,  and 
for  what  did  Ezra  pray? 

4.  What  covenant  did  the  people  make,  and  what  was  Ezra's 
work? 

5.  In  what  year  did  Esther  save  her  people,  and  why  was  the 
queen  of  Persia  dethroned? 

6.  How  was  another  queen  sought,  and  who  were  Esther  and 
Mordecai? 

7.  How  did  Mordecai  save  the  king's  life,  and  where  was  it 
recorded? 

8.  Who  was  promoted  over  the  provinces,  and  what  were  the  peo- 
ple commanded  to  do  to  him? 

9.  Because  Mordecai  refused,  what  did  Haman  determine  to  do? 

10.  How  was  the  time  set  on  which  the  Jews  were  to  be  destroyed, 
and  how  did  Haman  get  permission  to  destroy  them? 

11.  When  Mordecai  heard  this  what  did  he  do,  and  how  did  he 
tell  Esther? 

12.  What  risk  did  Esther  take  to  save  her  people? 

13.  What  was  her  request  of  the  king,  how,  and  why  was  Mor- 
decai honored? 

14.  What  became  of  Haman,  and  who  took  his  place? 

15.  What  was  the  feast  of  Purim,  and  why  kept? 


LESSON  42.    NEHEMIAH  AND  MALACHI 

In  B.  C.  445.  Nehemiah,  a  Jew,  was  cup  bearer  to  the 
king  of  Persia.  It  came  to  pass  that  certain  men  came 
from  Judah,  and  Nehemiah  asked  them  conerning  the  Jews 
that  were  left  of  the  captivity  and  of  Jerusalem.  They  told 
him  the  Jews  were  in  great  affliction  and  reproach;  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem  were  also  broken  down  and  the  gates  were 
burned  with  fire.  When  Nehemiah  heard  these  words  he 
sat  down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days  and  fasted 
and  prayed  before  the  God  of  heaven,  for  the  children  of 
Israel.  He  said,  ''I  remember,  and  I  beseech  thee  to  bring 
to  pass  the  words  that  thou  commandest  thy  servant 
Moses,  saying.  If  ye  trespass,  I  will  scatter  you  abroad 
among  the  people.  But  if  ye  return  unto  me  and  keep  my 
commandments  and  do  them;  though  you  were  outcasts  in 
the  uttermost  parts  of  heaven  I  will  gather  you,  and  bring 
you  unto  the  place  that  I  have  chosen  to  cause  my  name  to 
dwell.  These  are  thy  servants  which  thou  hast  redeemed 
by  thy  great  power.  0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer,  and  help 
thy  servant  this  day,  and  grant  him  mercy  in  the  sight  of 
the  king." 

When  Nehemiah  went  in  before  the  king  his  face  was 
very  sad,  and  as  it  had  never  been  so  before,  the  king  in- 
quired the  reason.  Nehemiah  made  his  request  known; 
which  was  to  return  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem  for  a  time  and 
build  the  waU.  The  king  granted  his  request  according  to 
the  good  hand  of  his  God  upon  him.  So  Nehemiah  led  the 
third  expedition  back  to  Jerusalem. 

Certain  people  of  the  country  about  Judah  were  grieved 
that  a  man  had  come  to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  children  of 
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Israel.  Ncheiriah  rose  in  the  night  and  went  out  with  a 
few  men,  and  viewed  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  Then  he  went 
to  the  Jews  and  priests  and  said  unto  them,  "Ye  see  the  evil 
case  that  we  are  in,  how  Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the 
gates  thereof  are  burned,  come  let  us  build  up  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach."  And  he  told 
them  about  the  hand  of  God  which  was  good  upon  him. 
They  said,  ''Let  us  rise  up  and  build." 

When  the  Amorites  and  certain  others  heard  of  it,  they 
laughed  them  to  scorn  and  despised  them.  The  high  priest 
rose  up  with  his  brethren  and  builded  the  sheepgate,  the 
next  in  their  turn  builded  their  portion.  Then  their  enemies 
began  to  stop  the  work,  and  conspired  against  them  to  fight 
against  Jerusalem  to  cause  confusion.  But  they  prayed 
unto  their  God,  and  set  a  watch  against  them  day  and  night 
and  so  the  work  went  on,  until  the  wall  was  finished.  When 
the  heathen  and  enemies  heard  of  it,  they  were  much  cast 
down,  for  they  perceived  that  the  work  was  wrought  of  God. 

Nehemiah  gave  the  governor  of  the  castle  charge  over 
Jerusalem  for  he  was  a  faitliful  man,  and  feared  God.  God 
put  it  in  Nehemiah's  heart  to  gather  together  aU  the  nobles, 
the  rulers  and  the  people,  that  they  might  be  reckoned  by 
their  genealogy  and  dweU  in  their  cities. 

Then  all  the  people  gathered  together  as  one  man  and 
spake  unto  Ezra,  the  scribe,  to  bring  the  book  of  the  law 
of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  had  commanded  to  Israel,  and 
he  read  therein  before  the  people  from  early  morning  until 
midday.  They  read  the  law  of  God,  distinctly,  and  caused 
them  to  understand.  Nehemiah,  Ezra  and  the  Levites 
that  taught  the  people  said,  this  day  is  holy  unto  the  Lord. 
They  kept  the  feast  seven  days. 

Then  the  children  of  Israel  assembled  with  fasting  and 
sackcloth;  and  the  seed  of  Israel  separated  themselves  from 
aU  strangers,  and  confessed  their  sins  and  the  iniquities  of 
their  fathers,  and  made  a  covenant.     The  princes,  the  Le- 
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vites  and  the  priests  sealed  it.  When  the  wall  was  finished 
around  Jerusalem,  they  gathered  the  Levites  together  for  its 
dedication. 

Nehemiah  returned  to  Persia  and  again  obtained  permis- 
sion to  return  to  Jerusalem.  While  he  was  away,  they  had 
prepared  a  chamber  in  the  house  of  God  for  the  priest,  in  the 
room  where  the  offerings  were  kept.  Nehemiah  cleansed 
the  chamber  and  brought  thither  the  vessels  of  the  house  of 
God.  They  did  evil  in  bringing  their  wares  to  Jerusalem  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  Nehemiah  ordered  the  gates  kept  closed 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  also  charged  them  concerning  the 
commandment  of  God  in  taking  strange  women  for  wives 
and  the  results. 

Maiachi,  Qod  spoke  to  the  people  through  Malachi  the 

of  the  last  of  the  prophets.     His  prophecies  were  con- 

bI  c!  433!  cerning  The  Reformation  and  The  Messiah.  He 
told  of  the  ingratitude  of  Israel;  how  they  had 
despised  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  offered  polluted  offer- 
ings upon  the  altar.  Malachi  said,  '^I  pray  you,  entreat  the 
favor  of  God,  that  He  'may  be  gracious  unto  us,  and  now 
0  priests,  this  commandment  is  for  you;  if  you  will  not 
hear,  and  if  you  will  not  lay  it  to  heart,  to  give  glory  unto 
my  name,  saith  the  Lord;  then  I  will  send  the  curse  upon  you 
and  I  will  curse  your  blessings.  For  the  priest's  lips  should 
keep  knowledge,  and  they  should  seek  the  law  at  his  mouth, 
for  he  is  the  messenger  of  the  Lord^  of  hosts.  But  ye  are 
turned  aside  out  of  the  way;  ye  have  caused  many  to  stum- 
ble; ye  have  corrupted  the  covenant.  Behold,  I  will  send 
my  messenger,  and  he  shall  prepare  the  way  before  me :  and 
the  Lord,  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly  come  to  His  temple, 
even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  whom  ye  dehght  in: 
behold,  he  shall  come,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

^^Then  ye  shall  return  and  discern  between  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked;   between  him  that  serveth  God  and  him 
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that  serveth  Him  not.  But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name 
shall  the  son  of  righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  His 
wings.  Remember  ye  the  law  of  Moses  my  servant,  which 
I  commanded  unto  him  in  Horeb  for  all  Israel,  even  the 
statutes  and  judgments.  Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah, 
the  prophet,  before  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord; 
and  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children, 
and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  the  fathers,  lest  I  come  and 
smite  the  earth  with  a  curse. "     (Read  the  Book  of  Malachi.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  was  Nehemiah,  what  year  did  he  return  to  Jerusalem,  and 
why? 

2.  When  they  were  building  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  how  did  the 
work  prosper,  and  why? 

3.  How  were  the  people  recorded,  and  how  did  they  dwell? 

4.  Who  taught  them  from  the  book  of  the  law,  and  how? 

5.  What  feast  was  kept,  and  why? 

6.  What  was  the  prayer  and  confession  of  the  Levites,  and 
what  covenant  did  they  make? 

7.  What  reforms  did  Nehemiah  make  concerning  the  house  of 
God,  and  the  Sabbath  day? 

8.  Who   was  the  last  prophet  and  what  was  his  subject  of 
prophecy? 

9.  Who  did  God  say  he  would  send  to  prepare  the  way,  and  why? 
10.  What  is  the  reward  of  those  that  fear  God  and  do  His  will? 
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LESSON  43.    PERIOD  BETWEEN  THE  OLD  AND 

NEW  TESTAMENTS 

EVENTS  PERTAINING  TO  THE   CHILDREN   OF  ISRAEL — UNDER 

THE  GREEK  RULE 

In  B.  C.  33  L  Alexander  the  Great  defeated  the  Per- 
sians and  Palestine  came  under  Greek  control.  Alexander 
died  soon  after  and  his  empire  was  divided  among  his  gen- 
erals. Many  Greek  customs  were  introduced  into  Pales- 
tine, and  especially  the  Greek  language  which  was  now  used 
in  all  the  countries.  This  was  the  language  God  used  in 
giving  the  knowledge  of  Christ  to  the  world. 

In  B.  C.  SOL  Was  the  death  of  Simon  I,  The  Just, 
the  high  priest.  He  was  the  greatest  of  the  later  line  of 
priests.  The  last  survivor  of  the  '^ Great  Synagogue"  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  who  returned  with  Ezra  from  the 
Babylonian  captivity.  The  "New  Synagogue"  succeeded, 
whose  office  was,  according  to  tradition,  to  interpret  the  Old 
Testament  Scriptures. 

In  B.  C.  240.  Antiochus,  a  Syrian,  overpowered  Pales- 
tine, and  tried  to  force  Greek  idolatry  upon  the  people. 
They  rebelled,  but  many  were  massacred,  and  Palestine 
was  shortly  recovered. 

In  B.  C.  175.  Strife  arose  among  the  priests,  and 
through  bribes  to  the  governor  and  promises  of  tribute,  they 
obtained  the  high  priesthood.  The  Temple  worship  was 
neglected. 

In  B.  C.  172.  One  priest  outbid  the  other  in  bribes, 
and  received  the  appointment.  The  defeated  priest  went 
to  Antioch,  and  sold  the  vessels  of  the  Temple  in  order  to 
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bribe  the  governor.  He  was  discovered  and  put  to  death. 
Antiochus,  the  Syrian,  again  invaded  Judea.  He  took  Jeru- 
salem by  storm  and  slaughtered  without  distinction  of  age 
or  sex;  he  profaned  the  Temple. 

In  B.  C.  168.  The  glorious  resistance  of  the  aged  priest 
Mattathias  and  his  five  sons;  who  gathered  a  few  true  wor- 
shipers around  them  and  retired  to  the  mountains,  from 
whence  they  issued  and  slaughtered  the  idolatrous  wor- 
shipers. 

In  B.  C.  167.  Judas,  surnamed  Maccabeus,  son  of 
Mattathias,  routed  a  large  army  in  the  battle  of  Beth-horon. 
A  year  later,  after  victory  in  two  other  battles,  Jerusalem 
was  retaken.  Judas  cleansed  the  Temple  and  replaced  the 
sacred  vessels  from  the  captured  booty.  The  Sanctuary 
was  rededicated,  and  the  Feast  of  Dedication  was  instituted. 

In  B.  C.  161.  Judas  attempted  to  fight  an  overwhelm- 
ing army  of  Syrians.  After  defeating  them  he  was  slain, 
and  his  youngest  brother,  Jonathan,  was  chosen  leader. 

In  B.  C.  153.  Jonathan  was  nominated  high  priest. 
The  towns  of  Judea  were  fortified  and  the  walls  of  Jerusalem 
were  heightened. 

In  B.  C.  144.  Jonathan  was  slain  through  the  plots 
and  treachery  of  the  Syrians. 

THE  MACCABEAN  INDEPENDENCE 

In  B.  C.  143.  Simon,  the  last  of  the  five  sons  of  Matt- 
athias, became  high  priest. 

In  B.  C.  142.  The  tower  of  Jerusalem  was  purified  and 
entered.  Prosperity  and  peace  was  at  last  enjoyed  by  the 
Jews.  The  first  year  of  freedom  was  won,  owing  to  the 
valiant  fighting  against  the  oppressors,  led  by  Judas  Mac- 
cabeus who  had  succeeded  his  father.  Liberty  to  worship 
the  true  God  was  secured  and  retained  for  nearly  one 
hundred  years. 
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EVENTS   PERTAINING   TO   THE    CHILDREN   OF   ISRAEL — UNDER 

THE   ROMAN   RULE 

In  B.  C.  63.  Pompcy,  a  Roman  general,  came  into 
Palestine  and  the  high  priest  and  ruler  surrendered  Jerusa- 
lem and  was  taken  prisoner.  The  Temple  still  resisted, 
but  after  three  months  was  captured  and  twelve  thousand 
Jews  slain.  Pompey  entered  the  Holy  of  Holies.  Judea 
was  ruled  by  Rome  through  Antipater. 

In  B.  C.  48.  Antipater  was  appointed  first  procurator, 
or  governor  of  Judea.  He  appointed  his  two  sons,  Phasael 
and  Herod,  governors  of  Jerusalem  and  Galilee,  respectively. 

In  B.  C.  40.  Herod  secured  the  favor,  and  received  a 
decree  from  the  senate  of  Rome  appointing  him  king  of 
Judea. 

The  religious  laws  in  Palestine  were  ruled  by  the  Jewish 
senate  or  Sanhedrin,  which  was  held  in  Jerusalem.  It  con- 
sisted of  seventy-one  members,  drawn  from  the  three  classes 
of  chief  priests,  scribes  and  elders.  Part  of  them  were 
Pharisees  and  part  Sadducees. 

The  Pharisees  were  a  religious  party  among  the  Jews. 
The  name  denotes  separatists,  and  they  prided  themselves 
on  the  strict  observance  of  the  law,  and  the  care  with  which 
they  avoided  contact  with  things  Gentile.  Their  belief 
included  the  doctrine  of  immortality  and  the  resurrection  of 
the  body,  and  the  existence  of  angels  and  spirits.  The 
tendency  of  their  teaching  was  to  reduce  religion  to  the 
observance  of  ceremonial  rules,  and  to  encourage  spiritual 
pride.  They  were  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  reception 
of  Christ  and  the  gospel  by  the  Jewish  people. 

The  Sadducees  were  a  party,  or  caste  among  the  Jews, 
and  consisted  of  old  high-priestly  families.  They  founded 
the  Jewish  aristocracy  and  were  powerful  though  small  in 
numbers.  In  their  treatment  of  religious  questions  they 
held  to  the  letter  of  the  Mosaic  revelation.     They  were  op- 
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posed  to  the  belief  of  the  Pharisees,  in  angels  and  spirits. 
They  refused  to  accept  the  doctrine  of  immortality  as  a 
necessary  part  of  the  Jewish  faith.  It  was  through  their 
influence  that  Greek  culture  spread  in  Israel.  Their  oppo- 
sition to  our  Lord  was  the  result  of  His  action  in  cleansing 
the  Temple,  which  they  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  their 
rights.  They  opposed  the  work  of  the  Apostles  because 
they  preached  the  resurrection. 

In  B.  C.  25.     Herod  rebuilt  Samaria. 

In  B.  C.  17.  Herod  proposed  to  rebuild  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem.  He  thought  by  this  means  to  win  popularity 
with  the  Jews,  and  an  eternal  name  for  himself.  His  design 
was  very  elaborate. 

The  Temple  proper  was  built  by  the  priests  themselves 
in  one  year  and  a  half.  The  cloisters  were  built  in  eight 
years.  Other  buildings  were  added  from  time  to  time. 
The  work  was  not  finished  and  the  design  not  completed 
till  the  year  64  A.  D.  It  was  during  Herod's  reign  that 
Christ  was  born.  There  was  at  this  time  a  universal 
expectation  that  the  Messiah  would  soon  appear,  and  the 
faithful  among  the  Jews  were  looking  for  Him. 

This  was  the  close  of  the  fifth  period.  The  principal  per- 
sons of  this  period  were,  Daniel,  Ezra,  J.  Maccabeus  and 
Herod. 

God  required  of  man  in  this  period,  Obedience,  Faith, 
Trust,  Works  and  Repentance. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  did  the  children  of  Israel  come  under  the  Greek  rule 
and  how? 

2.  Through  what  language  did  God  give  a  knowledge  of  Christ  to 
the  world? 

3.  Who  was  Simon  the  Just,  and  what  event  occurred  in  B.  C.  240? 

4.  What  were  the  conditions  of  the  priestly  ofl&ces  in  B.  C.  175, 
why  and  with  what  result? 
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5.  What  did  this  lead  to,  and  who  resisted  the  idol  worship,  and 
where  did  they  go? 

6.  In  what  year  did  the  Maccabees  win  their  independence,  how 
and  why? 

7.  In  what  year  did  Rome  invade  Palestine,  and  how  was  it  ruled? 

8.  Who  was  Herod,  and  how  did  he  become  king  of  Judea? 

9.  What  was  the  Jewish  senate  or  Sanhedrin  composed  of,  and 
how  chosen? 

10.  Who  were  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees? 

11.  What  did  Herod  build  in  B.  C.  17,  how  and  why? 

12.  What  was  the  universal  expectation  at  this  time,  and  who 
were  looking  for  it? 

13.  Who  were  the  principal  persons  of  this  period? 

14.  In  this  period  what  did  God  require  of  man? 


THE  NEW  TESTAMENT 


Pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 

The  New  Testament  was  written  in  the  Greek  language 
by  eight  authors,  in  the  second  half  of  the  first  century. 
Matthew,  John,  Paul  and  Peter  were  Apostles.  Mark  and 
Luke  were  companions  to  the  Apostles,  and  James  and 
Jude  were  brothers  of  Jesus. 

The  four  Gospels  contain  the  germs  of  all  spiritual  truth. 
The  Epistles  and  books  following  the  four  Gospels  were  for 
the  instruction,  edification  and  encouragement  of  the 
Church. 

Gospels,  or  Precepts — L 
Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John. 
Historical,  or  Practical — 1. 
Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
Pauline  Epistles,  or  Principles — 14. 
Romans,    I    and   II    Corinthians,    Galatians, 
Ephesians,  PhiHppians,  Colossians,  I  and  II 
Thessalonians,   I   and  II   Timothy,   Titus, 
Philemon,  (Hebrews)? 
General  Epistles — 7,  James,  I  and  II  Peter,  I, 

II  and  III  John  and  Jude. 
Prophetical,  or  Prophecy — 1,  The  Revelation. 


New 

Testament 
Books 
27 


THE   CHURCH 

This  word  '' Church"  is  the  English  translation  of  the 
Greek  word  ''Ekklesia,"  meaning  an  assembly  of  people, 
called  out  from  the  world,  of  whom  Christ  is  the  head. 
From  Matt.  28,  we  learn  that  the  Church  is  to  be  Catholic 
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in  its  extension,  to  include  all  nations  of  the  earth.  Those 
who  desire  to  enter  must  be  born  again.  The  Day  of  Pen- 
tecost was  its  birthday,  for  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  to 
sanctify  its  members,  to  unite  them  together,  and  lead 
them  into  all  truth. 

Paul  describes  the  Church  as  a  "Body"  consisting  of 
many  members,  each  member  having  its  own  peculiar  work 
to  do.  Each  ministering  to,  and  dependent  on,  the  rest, 
thus  emphasizing  the  mystical  union  between  Christ  and 
His  people,  ''The  Church."  Paul  teaches  the  unity  of  the 
church  and  shows  in  what  that  unity  consists.  All  mem- 
bers of  the  "Body"  or  church  are  striving  for  the  same 
object,  the  same  eternal  life.  It  has  "  one  Lord  "  that  is,  one 
Head,  Jesus  Christ;  "one  Faith,"  that  is,  it  everywhere 
beheves  the  same  truths;  "one  Baptism,  that  is,  of  the  Holy 
Spirit."  The  root  of  its  unity  lies  in  "the  one  God,  the 
Father  of  aU." 


LESSON   1.    MATTHEW 


Outline  of  the  Sixth  Period 

the  christian  civilization* 

Division.  From  the  Birth  of  Christ  A.  D.  1 

to  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ,  time  Un- 
known. 
New  Testament  Books  to  Revelation. 

Administration.    Gospel  Administration. 
Subdivision.  Holy  Spirit,  Under  Grace. 


Events. 


1.  Birth  of  Christ  and  John  the  Baptist. 

2.  Preparation,  by  John  the  Baptist. 

3.  Ministry  of  Jesus. 

4.  Crucifixion,    the   Atonement.    The   Sixth 

Dispensation. 

5.  The  Gift  of  God  is  Eternal  Life. 

6.  The  Holy  Ghost  as  Comforter  and  Guide. 

7.  The  Mission  of  the  Apostles. 


Principal 
Persons. 


John  the  Baptist 

Jesus  Christ 

Peter 

Paul 

John. 


What  God  Obedience,  Faith,  Trust,  Works,  Repentance 

Requires  of  and  Belief  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Man. 

*  Christ  was  born  B.  C.  4  or  A.  D.  1.  Chronologists  use  either  date  as  a  basis 
for  coroputing  the  time  of  events.  The  dates  in  this  book  are  computed,  using 
A.  D.  1  as  a  basis. 
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This  is  the  sixth  great  period,  called  the  Christian  Civih- 
zation,  and  extends  from  the  Birth  of  Christ,  Matt.  1:25, 
A.  D.  1,  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ,  time  unknown. 

We  are  now  under  the  Gospel  Administration,  or  ruled 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  under  Grace. 

First,  let  us  study  the  key  to  the  four  Gospels  and  notice 
to  whom  the  Apostles  wrote;  to  prove  what;  and  the 
principal  points  they  record;  what  time  they  deal  with,  and 
the  kind  of  a  gospel  they  write  and  the  subject. 

Matthew,  known  before  his  conversion  as  Levi,  son  of 
Alphseus,  was  a  tax  gatherer  at  Capernaum,  probably  in 
the  service  of  Herod  Antipas.  He  was  a  silent,  contempla- 
tive man,  a  thorough  Jew,  with  a  wide  knowledge  of  the 
Old  Testament  Scriptures,  and  able  to  see  in  every  detail 
of  our  Lord's  life  the  fulfillment  of  prophecy. 

In  A.  D.  50.  Matthew  wrote  to  the  Jews,  in  Palestine, 
giving  the  generation  of  Jesus  Christ  back  to  Abraham,  the 
father  of  the  Jewish  nation;  also  that  Jesus  was  come  to 
fulfill  that  which  was  spoken  by  the  Lord  to  the  children  of 
Judah  by  the  prophet  Isaiah  7:14,  and  Micah  5:2.  Proving 
to  them  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah  of  Prophecy  that 
they  were  looking  for. 

In  Matt.  3.  He  speaks  of  John  the  Baptist.  This  is 
he  that  was  spoken  of  by  Isaiah  the  prophet  (Isa.  40 : 3  and 
Mai.  3:1).  The  Jews  had  the  prophecies  and  the  Mosaic 
laws  given  them  through  Moses  by  the  hand  of  God. 

Matthew  recorded  the  sermons  of  Jesus  to  the  people, 
saying  in  part,  ''Think  not  that  I  came  to  destroy  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  but  to  fulfill  them;  for  verily  I  say  unto 
you,  tiU  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,  one  jot  or  one  tittle 
shall  in  no  wise  pass  away  from  the  law,  till  all  things  be 
accompHshed."  Jesus  then  explained  what  the  laws  and 
ordinances  meant,  and  how  different  they  were  being  inter- 
preted from  the  meaning  they  were  meant  to  convey. 
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Matthew  dealt  with  the  past,  bringing  up  the  prophecies 
and  Mosaic  law  that  the  Jews  were  familiar  with  and  wrote 
the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  mentioning  ''His 
kingdom"  thirty-three  times.  The  subject  of  the  Book  of 
Matthew  is  The  Messiah. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  many  books  in  the  New  Testament  and  how  are  they 
divided? 

2.  Who  were  they  written  by,  in  what  language  and  when? 

3.  What  is  this  period  called;  from  what  event  to  what  event  did 
it  extend? 

4.  What  kind  of  an  administration  and  how  ruled? 

5.  To  whom  did  Matthew  write,  where  and  when? 

6.  What  prophets  did  he  quote,  and  what  did  he  prove  that  Jesus 
was? 

7.  Who  did  Isaiah  speak  of  in  Isa.  40:3  and  Mai.  3:1? 

8.  What  did  Matthew  record  especially  and  what  did  Jesus  say 
about  the  law  and  prophets? 

9.  What  time  did  Matthew  deal  with,  and  why? 

10.  What  kind  of  a  gospel  did  he  write  and  what  was  his  subject? 


LESSON  2.    MARK,   LUKE  AND  JOHN 

Mark  was  an  Evangelist,  and  had  a  house  of  some  con- 
siderable size  in  Jerusalem.  He  was  a  cousin  of  Barnabas, 
and  accompanied  Paul  and  Barnabas  on  their  first  mission- 
ary journey.  His  Gospel  contains  a  living  picture  of  a  living 
man,  mighty  in  word  and  deed;  energy  and  humility  are 
the  characteristics  of  his  portrait. 

In  A.  D.  65.  Mark  wrote  to  the  Romans  in  Rome,  to 
prove  that  Jesus  Christ  was  all  Powerful.  The  Roman 
Empire  was  the  ruHng  power  on  earth  and  ruled  Palestine, 
opposing  any  other  power.  Mark  recorded  the  miracles  of 
Jesus  Christ;  of  feeding  the  thousands;  of  restoring  their 
sight,  etc.,  showing  the  great  power  of  Christ.  He  dealt 
with  the  Present  time  in  which  he  was  writing,  and  wrote 
the  gospel  of  Action.  His  subject  was  the  Almighty 
King.  Jesus  rode  into  Jerusalem.  They  that  went  before 
and  they  that  followed,  cried:  '^Hosanna!  blessed  is  He  that 
Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord!  Blessed  is  the  kingdom 
that  cometh,  the  kingdom  of  our  father  David!" 

Luke  was  born  probably  at  Antioch  in  Syria  of  Gentile 
parents,  and  practiced  medicine.  The  first  information  of 
him  was  when  he  joined  Paul  at  Troas  and  became  his 
fellow  traveler;  his  medical  knowledge  would  make  him  a 
welcome  companion.  He  showed  how  Jesus  was  instant 
in  prayer  to  God,  of  perfect  sympathy  with  men,  and  how 
He  was  the  Saviour  of  all  nations. 

In  A.  D.  63.  Luke  wrote  to  the  Greeks  from  Rome. 
The  Greeks  were  a  higlily  educated  race  in  culture  and 
philosophy,  and  Luke  wrote  to  them  to  prove  that  Jesus 
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Christ  was  a  Perfect  Man.  Every  educated  man  in  the 
Roman  Empire  spoke  Greek,  and  it  was  in  the  Greek  lan- 
guage that  the  gospel  was  preached. 

Care  must  be  taken  to  distinguish  between  the  Greeks 
and  Grecians.  Greeks  were  Greeks  by  descent;  Grecians 
were  Greek  speaking  Jews. 

Luke  recorded  the  parables.  The  word  parable  is  Greek 
in  origin  and  means  the  setting  side  by  side,  a  comparison. 
In  parables,  divine  truth  was  explained  by  comparison  with 
material  things. 

Luke  dealt  with  the  future  and  wrote  the  gospel  of 
Sympathy;  his  subject  was  The  Divine  Man. 

John,  the  Apostle  and  Evangelist,  son  of  Zebedee,  in  his 
early  life  was  a  fisherman  in  fairly  comfortable  circum- 
stances. He  was  one  of  the  inner  circle  of  three  who  were 
with  our  Lord  at  the  Transfiguration  and  in  Gethsemane. 
In  him,  deep  love  was  united  with  strong  energy.  He 
wrote  the  gospel  at  the  request  of  the  Christian  churches  in 
the  Roman  province  of  Asia. 

In  A.  D.  90.  John  wrote  to  the  Early  Christians, 
from  Ephesus,  to  prove  that  Jesus  was  the  Saviour  of  the 
World.  The  Gospel  of  St.  John  was  written  sixty  years 
after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  During  which  time  the 
Apostles  had  converted  many  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
John  recorded  Jesus'  talks  with  His  disciples  and  we  find 
that  there  were  forty-nine  conversations,  instructing  the 
disciples  concerning  the  spiritual  kingdom. 

John  dealt  with  Eternity,  and  wrote  the  gospel  of 
Love  and  Spiritual  Life.  His  subject  was  The  Incar- 
nate God. 
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NOTE  THE  HARMONY  OP  THE  GOSPELS 


Wrote 


Matthew — . . 
To  Jews. . . 

Mark — 

To  Romans 

Luke — 

To  Greeks. 

John — 

To  Early... 
Christians. . 


When 


A.  D.  50 

Palestine 

A.  D.  65 
Rome 

A.  D.  63 
Rome 

A.  D.  90 

Ephesus 


To  Prove 


Jesus     was 
Messiah  of 
Prophecy 
Jesus  all 
Powerful 

Jesus  a 
Perfect 
Man 

Saviour   of 
the    World 


Records 


Sermons 
to  the 
people 
Miracles 


Parables 


Talks 
With 
Disciples 


Deals 


With  the 
Past 

Present 


Future 


Eternity 


Wrote 


Gospel  of 
the  King- 
dom 
Action 


Sympathy 


Love  and 

Spiritual 

Life 


Subject 


The 
Messiah 

The 

Almighty 
King 
The 
Divine 
Man 

The     In- 
carnate 
God 


QUESTIONS 

1.  To  whom  did  Mark  write,  when  and  where? 

2.  To  prove  that  Jesus  was  what,  and  why? 

3.  What  did  Mark  record  especially,  and  what  time  did  he  deal 
with? 

4.  What  kind  of  a  gospel  did  he  write,  and  what  was  his  subject 
and  why? 

5.  To  whom  did  Luke  write,  when  and  where? 

6.  What  class  of  people  were  the  Greeks,  and  why  did  he  write  to 
them? 

7.  What  was  the  difference  between  the  Greeks  and  Grecians? 

8.  What  did  Luke  record,  and  what  did  the  word  parable  mean? 

9.  What  time  did  Luke  deal  with,  what  kind  of  a  gospel  did  he 
write,  and  what  was  the  subject? 

10.  To  whom  did  John  write,  when,  where  and  for  what  purpose? 

11.  How  were  the  first  churches  started,  and  by  whom? 

12.  How  many  talks  did  John  record  with  Jesus  and  His  disciples, 
and  why? 

13.  What  time  did  John  deal  with,  and  what  kind  of  a  gospel  did 
he  vnrite,  and  what  was  the  subject? 


LESSON  3.    LUKE  AND  MATTHEW 

The  Preparation  by  John  the  Baptist 

A.  D.  1.  The  birth  of  John  the  Baptist  is  recorded  in 
Luke  1.  John  the  Baptist  was  six  months  older  than  Jesus, 
and  he  was  the  son  of  Zacharias  and  EHzabeth,  of  priestly 
descent  through  both  parents.  His  birth  was  in  answer 
to  prayer,  Luke  1 :  13,  and  was  the  fulfillment  of  prophecy, 
Isa.  40:3.  He  was  promised  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  Luke  1 :5, 
who  announced  the  name  by  which  he  was  to  be  called; 
and  declared  he  would  be  another  Elijah  in  boldness,  and 
would  speak  truth  and  rebuke  vice.  He  was  brought  up 
as  a  Nazarite,  Luke  1:15.  Until  his  ministry  began,  he 
was  in  the  desert,  the  bare  district  west  of  the  Dead  Sea. 
His  dress  was  that  of  the  old  prophet  and  his  food  was 
such  as  the  desert  provided,  locusts  and  wild  honey.  His 
manner  of  life  was  a  protest  against  the  luxury  of  the  age. 

In  A.  D.  26.  He  commenced  his  preaching,  which 
aimed  at  conversion  and  is  described  in  Matt.  3,  Mark  1, 
and  Luke  3.  The  rite  of  baptism  which  he  used  as  a 
sjonbol  and  token  of  repentance  was  already  familiar  to 
the  Jews  in  the  baptism  of  proselytes.  It  made  no  claim 
to  convey  the  grace  of  regeneration  or  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  most  important  act  of  his  ministerial  hfe  was 
the  Baptism  of  Jesus  Christ,  Matt.  3,  Luke  3,  and  John  1. 
He  watched  without  any  feehng  of  jealousy  the  waning  of 
his  own  popularity  and  the  growth  of  the  Messiah's  influ- 
ence, John  3 :  25  to  30.  He  was  shut  up  in  prison  by  Herod 
whose  vicious  life  he  had  boldly  rebuked.  Matt.  4 
and  Mark  1. 
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Jesus  took  the  opportunity  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
value  of  the  work  John  had  done,  and  pointed  out  how  he 
had  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Malachi.  Soon  afterward 
John  was  beheaded  in  prison  by  Herod.  Matt.  14  and 
Mark  6. 

THE  NATIVITY   OF  JESUS   CHRIST 

A.  D.  1.  The  birth  of  Christ  is  recorded  in  Matthew  1 
and  2,  and  in  Luke  2.  In  those  days  there  went  out  a 
decree  from  Caesar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world  should  be 
enrolled.  All  went  to  enroll  themselves  and  every  one 
went  to  his  ot\ti  city.  Joseph  went  up  from  GaUlee  out  of 
the  city  of  Nazareth,  unto  Judea  to  the  city  of  David, 
which  is  called  Bethlehem,  because  he  was  of  the  house  and 
family  of  David;  to  enroll  himself  with  Mary.  She 
brought  forth  her  first-born  son  and  wrapped  Him  in  swad- 
dling clothes  and  laid  Him  in  a  manger,  because  there  was 
no  room  for  them  in  the  inn. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  stood  by  the  shepherds,  who  were 
keeping  watch  by  night  over  their  flocks. 

"The  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  around  them,  and  the  angel 
said.  Be  not  afraid:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  the  people.  For  there  is 
born  to  you  this  day  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour  which 
is  Christ  the  Lord;  and  they  went  to  see  that  which  the 
Lord  had  made  known  to  them." 

Matt.  2.  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea  in  the 
days  of  Herod  the  king.  And  wise  men  came  from  the  east 
saying,  Where  is  He  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jew^s?  For 
we  saw  His  star  and  have  come  to  worship  Him.  Herod 
the  king  was  troubled  and  he  called  the  priests  and  scribes 
together  to  inquire  of  them  where  the  Christ  should  be 
born.  They  said  unto  him.  In  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  for 
thus  it  is  written  by  the  prophet  Micah  5:2.     Then  Herod 
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said  to  the  wise  men,  go  search  out  the  young  child,  and 
when  ye  have  found  Him,  bring  me  word  that  I  may 
worship  Him. 

When  the  wise  men,  guided  by  the  star,  found  the  child 
they  fell  down  and  worshiped  Him.  They  were  warned 
of  God  in  a  dream  not  to  return  to  Herod,  and  they  went 
to  their  own  country  another  way. 

Then  the  angel  appeared  to  Joseph  in  a  dream,  saying, 
"Arise  and  take  the  young  child  and  His  mother  and  flee 
into  Egypt  and  be  there  till  I  tell  thee,  for  Herod  will  seek 
the  young  child  to  destroy  Him."  Joseph  arose  and  took 
the  child  and  His  mother  by  night,  and  departed  into 
Egypt,  and  was  there  until  the  death  of  Herod;  that  it 
might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  Lord  to  the 
prophet  Hosea  11:1,  saying.  Out  of  Egypt  did  I  call  my  Son. 

When  Herod  saw  that  he  was  mocked  of  the  wise  men 
he  was  very  angry  and  sent  forth  and  slew  all  the  male 
children  under  two  years  in  Bethlehem.  Then  was  ful- 
filled that  which  was  spoken  by  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  31 :15. 

When  Herod  was  dead,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared 
to  Joseph  in  Egypt,  saying.  Go  into  the  land  of  Israel,  and 
he  withdrew  into  the  part  of  GaUlee,  and  dwelt  in  a  city 
caUed  Nazareth.  The  child  Jesus  grew  and  waxed  strong, 
filled  with  wisdom,  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  Him. 
His  parents  went  every  year  to  the  feast  of  the  Passover  in 
Jerusalem. 

In  A.  D.  12.  When  Jesus  was  twelve  years  old  He 
went  with  His  parents  to  the  feast.  When  they  returned, 
He  tarried  behind  in  Jerusalem.  His  parents  went  to  find 
Him,  and  after  three  days,  they  found  Him  in  the  Temple, 
sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors,  both  hearing  them,  and 
asking  them  questions.  All  that  heard  Him  were  amazed 
at  His  understanding  and  His  answers.  His  mother  said 
unto  Him,  Behold,  we  have  sought  thee  sorrowing,  and  He 
said,  How  is  it  that  ye  sought  Me?    Wist  ye  not  that  I 
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must  be  in  My  Father's  house  or  about  My  Father's  busi- 
ness? But  they  understood  not  the  saying  which  He  spake 
unto  them. 

Jesus  went  down  with  His  parents  to  Nazareth,  and  He 
was  subject  to  them,  and  lived  there  thirty  years  or  until 
His  ministry  began.  Jesus  advanced  in  age  and  wisdom, 
and  in  favor  with  God  and  man. 

QUESTIONS.  ^ 

1.  Who  was  John  the  Baptist,  where  was  his  birth  recorded  and 
when? 

2.  Who  prophesied  concerning  him,  and  who  gave  him  his  name 
and  why? 

3.  Where  and  how  did  he  live  until  his  ministry  began,  and  why? 

4.  What  did  he  preach,  and  what  was  his  baptism  a  symbol  of, 
and  what  important  act  did  he  perform? 

5.  Who  was  he  preparing  the  way  for  and  why? 

6.  Why  was  he  imprisoned,  and  whose  prophecy  did  he  fulfill, 
and  how  did  he  die  and  why? 

7.  Whose  prophecy  did  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  fulfill? 

8.  What  decree  did  Caesar  Augustus  send  forth,  and  the  result? 

9.  Who  was  born  in   Bethlehem,  and  what  did  the  angels  tell 
the  shepherds? 

10.  Who  was  king  of  Judea  at  this  time,  and  who  came  to  him 
inquiring  for  the  King  of  the  Jews? 

11.  How  did  the  scribes  know  where  Christ  was  to  be  born,  and 
how  was  Joseph  warned  to  escape? 

12.  When  the  wise  men  did  not  return  to  Herod  what  did  he  do? 

13.  How  and  when  did  Joseph  return  from  Egypt,  and  where  did 
he  and  his  family  go  to  live? 

14.  Where  did  Jesus'  parents  go  every  year  and  why? 

15.  When  Jesus  was  twelve  years  old  where  did  his  parents  find 
him,  what  was  he  doing,  and  what  did  he  say  to  his  mother? 

16.  Where  did  he  go  with  them,  and  how  long  did  he  remain  with 
his  parents? 


LESSON  4.    THE  FOUR  GOSPELS 

A.  D.  30.    The  Three  Years  Ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 

The  following  tables  contain  a  synopsis  of  the  Gospel's 
history,  arranged,  as  far  as  possible,  in  chronological  order: 

Matthew      Mark  Luke  John 

John  the  Baptist  is  preach- 
ing repentance  and  bap- 
tizing        3:1-12  1:1-8         3:1-18         1:15-18 

Then  Jesus  comes  from 
Nazareth  of  Gahlee  to 
the  Jordan  unto  John 
who  baptized  Him.  And 
lo,  the  heavens  were 
opened  and  he  saw  the 
Spirit  of  God  descend- 
ing as  a  dove,  and  com- 
ing upon  Him;  and  a 
voice  out  of  heaven,  say- 
ing, "This  is  my  beloved 
Son  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased" 3:13-17         1:9-11       3:21-23       1:32-34 

The  Temptation  of  Jesus.         4:1-11       1:12-13         4:1-13 

The  first  call  of  Disciples.  1 :35-51 

The  marriage  in  Cana  —  2:1-11 

Jesus  goes  to  Capernaum.  2:12 

Jesus  goes  to  Jerusalem  to 
the  Passover  and  clean- 
ses the  temple 2:13-25 

Jesus'  interview  with  Nic- 

odemus  the  rich  man. .  .  3 :1-21 

Jesus  in  Judea  baptizing. 

John  also  baptizing 3 :22-36 

Jesus  passes  through  Sa- 
maria into  Galilee.  The 
woman  of  Samaria 4 :4-44 

Jesus  cures  the  nobleman's 

son 4 :45-54 

Jesus  returns  to  Jerusalem  5 :2-9 
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The  imprisonment  of  John 

the  Baptist 

Jesus  preaches  in  Galilee. 
Jesus  teaches  in  Nazareth 

and  is  rejected 

Dwells  in  Capernaum 

Jesus  calls  other  disciples . 
Heals  demoniac  in  the  syn- 
agogue  

Heals  Peter's  wife's  mother 

and  other  sick  folk 

The  retirement  of  Jesus . . 
Jesus'  second    circuit    in 

Galilee 4:23-25 

Christ's    sermon    on    the 

Mount 5:1;7:29 

Jesus  heals  a  leper 8:1-4 

Heals    a    paralytic    man. 

Discourse  thereupon. . .        9:1-8 
The     call     of     Levi     or 

Matthew 9:9-13 

Discourse  on  fasting 9:14-17 

Disciples    pluck    ears    of 

corn.    Discourse  on  the 

Sabbath 12:1-8 

Restores  the  withered  hand 

on  the  Sabbath 12 :9-13 

The  plot  against  Jesus 12:14 

Retirement  of  Jesus.  Many 

follow  Him  and  He  heals 

many 4:24-25 

12:15-23 


Matthew 

Mark 

Luke 

14:3-5 
4:12-17 

6:17-20 
1:14-15 

3:19-20 
4:14-15 

4:13-16 

4:18-22 

1:16-20 

4:16-30 

4:31-32 

5:1-11 

1:21-28 

4:33-37 

8:14-17 

1:29-34 
1:35-37 

4:38^1 
4:42-43 

John 


1:38-39       4:44 


1:40-45 

5:12-16 

2:1-12 

5:17-26 

2:13-17 
2:18-22 

5:27-32 
5:33-39 

2:23-28 

3:1-5 
3:6 


6:1-5 

6:6-10 
6:11 


3:7-12       6:12-17 


QUESTIONS 

1.  When  and  why  did  Jesus  come  from  Galilee  to  John  the 
Baptist? 

2.  When  Jesus  was  baptized  what  occurred,  and  what  did  a  voice 
from  heaven  say? 

3.  Who  tempted  Jesus  and  why? 

4.  Who  were  the  first  disciples  called? 

5.  What  two  places  did  Jesus  visit  and  what  occurred  there? 

6.  Why  did  Jesus  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  what  did  He  do  while 
there  and  why? 
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7.  What  did  Jesus  tell  the  rich  man  to  do  and  why? 

8.  Then  where  did  Jesus  go,  and  what  did  He  do? 

9.  Wliere  did  Jesus  teach  and  how  was  He  received? 

10.  Where  did  Jesus  dwell,  and  who  did  He  call  as  His  disciples? 

11.  Who  did  Jesus  heal,  where,  and  why? 

12.  Where  did  Jesus  retire,  where  did  He  teach? 

13.  What  was  Jesus'  sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  what  miracles 
did  Jesus  perform  and  why? 

14.  Who  did  Jesus  call  to  follow  Him,  and  what  did  Jesus  say 
about  fasting? 

15.  Who  questioned  Jesus  about  what  He  and  His  disciples  did 
on  the  Sabbath  and  why? 

16.  Who  were  plotting  against  Jesus,  where  did  He  go,  who  fol- 
lowed Him,  and  what  did  He  do? 


LESSON  5.    THE  GOSPELS 


Matthew 
The  appointment  of  the 

twelve  apostles 10:2-4 

Jesus'  sermon  on  a  level 

place  on  the  Mount 

The  mission  of  the  twelve     10:5;11:1 
Raises  the  widow's  son  to 

life 

The  Messengers  of  John 

the  Baptist.     Discourse 

about  John 11:2-19 

Jesus  upbraids  the  cities  of 

Galilee.     Supper  in  the 

house    of    Simon    the 

Pharisee;  Parable  of  the 

two  debtors 

Jesus  goes  again  through 

Galilee  with  the  twelve 

disciples 

Charge    of    casting    out 

through  Beelzebub.  Dis- 
course thereon 12:22-50 

The  true  kinsfolk  of  the 

Lord.     Parables 13:1-35 

The  stilling  of  the  tempest 

on  the  sea  of  Galilee .. .       8:23-37 
The  daughter  of  a  certain 

ruler  and  the  cure  of  two 

blind  men 9:18-31 

The   second   rejection  of 

Nazareth 13:54-58 

The  mission  of  the  twelve, 

their  work  described. . .     10:1^2 

Jesus  preaches  alone 11 :1 

What  Herod  thought  of 

Jesus 14:1-2 

Story  of  John  the  Baptist .     14 :3-12 
Feeding  of  the  five  thou- 
sand      14:13-21 

Jesus  walks  on  the  sea 14 :22-33 

234 


Mark 

Luke 

3:13-19 

6:13-16 

3:14-15 

6:20-49 

7:11-17 

7:18-35 

John 


7:36-50 

8:1-3 

3:31-35 

8:19-21 

4:1-34 

8:4-22 

4:35-41 

8:22-25 

6:1-6 
6:7-13 


6:14-16 
6:17-29 

6:30-44 
6:45-52 


9:1;9:6 
9:7-9 
9:10-17 


6:1-14 
6:15-22 
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Matthew  Mark          Luke          John 

Discourse  concerning  the 

Bread  of  Life 6:23-65 

Jesus  reproves  the  scribes 

and  Pharisees 15 :l-20  7 :l-23 

Cure  of  sick  folks 15 :21-31  7 :24-37 

Feeding  of  the  four  thou- 
sand   15:32-39  8:1-9 

The  Pharisees  seek  a  sign.  15:39-16:4  10:13       11:16-29 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  were  the  twelve  disciples,  and  why  chosen? 

2.  What  did  Jesus  tell  them  on  the  Mount? 

3.  What  was  the  mission  of  the  twelve  and  what  did  Jesus  say 
about  John  the  Baptist? 

4.  Why  did  Jesus  upbraid  the  cities  of  Galilee,  and  who  did 
Jesus  eat  with,  and  what  did  He  tell  them? 

5.  Where  did  Jesus  go  with  His  disciples,  and  what  did  He  say? 

6.  What  are  the  parables  and  what  do  they  mean? 

7.  For  what  purpose  did  Jesus  heal  the  sick? 

8.  Who  rejected  Jesus  and  why? 

9.  What  was  the  mission  of  the  twelve  and  how  described? 

10.  What  did  Herod  think  of  Jesus,  and  what  was  the  story  of 
John  the  Baptist? 

11.  How  were  the  five  thousand  fed  and  why? 

12.  What  power  did  Jesus  manifest  on  the  sea,  and  what  did  He 
say  about  the  Bread  of  Life? 

13.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  why? 

14.  What  did  the  Pharisees  seek  for,  and  why? 


LESSON  6.    THE  GOSPELS 


Matthew 

The  leaven  of  the  Phari- 
sees      16:5-12 

The  cure  of  the  blind  man 
at  Bethsaida 

Csesarca    Philippi.     The 

confession  of  St.  Peter . .     16 :13-16 

The  Church  of  Christ. 
The  first  prediction  of 
the  Passion 16:17-28 

The  Transfiguration 17:1-13 

The  second  prediction  of 
the  Passion.  Dispute 
who  should  be  greatest .     17 :22-18 

Discourse  on  offenses 10:42;18:6 

The  lost  sheep 18:-10-14 

Forgiveness.  Parable  of 
the  unforgiving  servant     18:15-35 

Jesus  goes  to  the  feast  of 
the  tabernacle  at  Jeru- 
salem   

Incident  on  the  way 

Types  of  discipleship 

The  mission  of  the  seventy 
disciples 

Jesus  teaches  at  the  feast . 

The  man  born  blind 

Jesus  teaches  of  Himself 
as  the  door  and  the 
Good  Shepherd 

Return  of  the  seventy. . . . 

Parable  of  the  good  Sa- 
maritan   

Martha  and  Mary 

Jesus  teaches  His  disciples 
how  to  pray 

Discourses  of  the  Phari- 
sees, scribes  and  lawyers 

Teaches  of  hypocrisy  and 
courage  in  persecution. 
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Mark 
8:14-21 
8:22-26 
8:27-29 


8:30-9:1 
9:2-13 


9:30-37 
9:41-50 


Lake 
12:1 


John 


9:18-20       6:66-71 


9:21-27 
9:28-36 


9:34-48 


9:51-56 
9:57-62 

10:1-16 


7:1-10 


7:11-8:59 
9:1-41 


10:1-21 


10:17-24 

10:25-37 
10:38-42 

1:13 

11:37-54 

12:1-12 


THE  GOSPELS  237 

Matthew        Mark  Luke          John 
Parable  of  the  rich  man. 

worldly  anxiety 12:13-32 

Of  alms  and  the  treasures 

in  heaven.    Of  watching 

for  the  Master's  coming.  12 :35-59 
Pilate's    cruelty.         The 

tower  of  Siloam '                        13:1-5 

The  parable  of  the  fig  tree.  13 :69 
Healing    of    the    woman 

vexed  with  infirmity. . .  13:10-17 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  is  meant  by  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees? 

2.  Whom  did  Peter  confess  that  Jesus  was? 

3.  On  what  is  the  Church  of  Christ  built? 

4.  Whom  did  Jesus  take  with  Him  to  the  Transfiguration  and 
why? 

5.  Who  shall  be  greatest  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven? 

6.  Who  did  work  in  Jesus'  name  but  did  not  follow  Him? 

7.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  offenses,  and  who  were  meant  by 
the  lost  sheep? 

8.  What  of  forgiveness  and  the  unforgiving  servant? 

9.  Where  did  Jesus  go  and  what  did  He  do  on  the  way? 

10.  What  were  the  types  of  discipleship,  and  the  mission  of  the 
seventy  disciples? 

11.  What  did  Jesus  teach  at  the  feast  and  what  was  the  effect  of 
the  cure  of  the  blind  man? 

12.  What  did  Jesus  teach  Himself  as? 

13.  What  was  the  lesson  of  the  Good  Samaritan? 

14.  Who  were  Martha  and  Mary  and  what  did  the  disciples  ask 
Jesus  to  teach  them? 

15.  Why  did  Jesus  reprove  the  Pharisees,  scribes,  and  lawyers? 

16.  What  is  said  about  worldly  anxiety,  and  treasures  in  heaven? 

18.  Who  were  watching  for  the  Master's  coming,  and  what  would 
be  some  of  the  effects  of  His  coming? 

19.  What  did  Pilate  do,  and  what  is  meant  by  the  barren  fig  tree? 
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Matthew      Mark  Luke  John 

The  Feast  of  the  Dedica- 
tion.   Retirement  to  the 

Jordan 10:22-42 

Of  being  saved.    Are  there 

few  that  be  saved? 13 :22-30 

Jesus  speaks  of  Herod 13 :31-33 

Lamentations  over  Jeru- 
salem   13:34-35 

Jesus  heals  one  sick  of  the 

dropsy 14:1-6 

Jesus    teaches    humility, 

and  the  supper  of  the 

Kingdom 14:7-24 

The  cost  of  following  Jesus  14 :25-35 

Parables 15:1-16:13 

Reproof  of  the  Pharisees. 

Dives  and  Lazarus 16:14-31 

Of  offenses.     Of  faith  and 

duty 17:5-10 

The  raising  of  Lazarus.. . .  11  :l-45 

A  council  of  the  chief 

priests  about  Christ.. . .  11  ;46-54 

Jesus  goes  up  to  Jerusalem 

to  the  last  Passover 7:11 

Ten  lepers  cleansed 17:12-19 

Discourse  on  the  coming 

of  the  Kingdom 17:20-37 

The  importunate  widow; 

God  the  Judge 18:1-5 

The    Pharisee    and    the 

Publican 18:9-14 

Question  of  divorce 19:3-12       10:2-12 

Young  children  brought  to 

Jesus 19:13-15     10:13-16     18:15-17 

The    rich    young    ruler. 

Discourse  on  riches  and 

sacrifice 19:16-29     10:17-30     18:18-30 

The  laborers  in  the  vine- 
yard  19:30;20:16     10:31 

The   third   prediction   of 

the  Passion 20:17-19     10:32-34     18:31-34 

238 


THE  GOSPELS  239 

Matthew        Mark  Luke  John 

The  prayer  of  the  sons  of 
Zebedee.  Dispute  as  to 
the  greatest 20 :20-28     10 :35-45 

Cure  of  the  bhnd  man  at 
Jericho 20:29-34     10:46-52     18:35-43 

Zacchaeus 19 :1-10 

The  ten  talents 19:11-28 

The  approach  of  the  Pass- 
over. Orders  to  betray 
Jesus 11 :55-57 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Where  did  Jesus  go  at  this  time,  and  what  did  He  say  about 
being  saved? 

2.  What  did  Jesus  speak  of  Herod  and  Jerusalem? 

3.  Who  did  Jesus  heal,  and  what  did  He  teach,  and  why? 

4.  What  is  meant  by  the  Supper  of  the  Kingdom? 

5.  What  did  it  cost  to  follow  Jesus? 

6.  What  do  the  parables  mean,  and  to  whom  are  they  addressed? 

7.  Why  did  Jesus  reprove  the  Pharisees,  and  what  about  Lazarus? 

8.  What  are  the  offenses  of  faith  and  duty? 

9.  What  did  Jesus  do  to  Lazarus  and  why? 

10.  What  did  the  chief  priest  do  about  Jesus,  and  where  did  Jesus 
go,  and  for  what  purpose? 

11.  Who  were  cleansed,  and  what  did  Jesus  say  about  the  coming 
of  the  Kingdom? 

12.  What  about  the  widow,  and  who  was  judge?  - 

13.  What  about  the  Pharisee,  Publican  and  divorce? 

14.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  young  children,  and  why? 

15.  What  about  the  rich  young  ruler,  riches  and  sacrifice? 

16.  Who  are  the  laborers,  and  what  is  the  vineyard? 

17.  Who  will  be  the  greatest  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven? 

18.  Wliat  did  Jesus  do  at  Jericho  and  who  was  Zacchaeus  and 
what  did  he  do? 

19.  What  was  meant  by  the  ten  talents  and  what  feast  was 
approaching  and  what  orders  were  given? 


LESSON  8.    THE  GOSPELS 


The  Passion  Week.  A.  D.  33 


11:1-11     19:29-44     12:12-19 


11:27-33       20:1-8 


12:13-17     20:20-26 
12:18-27     20:27-39 


Matthew       Mark  Luke  John 

The  supper  at  Bethany . .  14 :3-9  12 :1-11 

The  triumph  of  Palm 
Sunday 21:1-11 

The  curse  on  the  fig  tree. 
Second  cleansing  of  the 
Temple.  Other  inci- 
dents the  same  day ... .      21:12-18     11:12-19     19:45-46 

The  lesson  of  the  fig  tree..      21:19-22     11:20-26 

The    authority    of    Jesus 

questioned 21:23-27 

The  two  sons.  The  un- 
thankful husbandman. 
The  royal  marriage 
feast.  The  wedding 
garment 21:46;22:1-14 

Tribute  to  Caesar 22 :15-22 

The     Sadducees     proven 

false 22:22-33 

The    first    great    com- 
mandment        22 :34-40 

The  Pharisees  proven 
false.      Their  practices 

-buked. ||:41-46 

The  widow's  mite 

The  Greek's  desire  to  see 
Jesus.  Teaching  of 
Jesus  in  the  Temple ....  12 :20-50 

The  destruction  of  the 
Temple  foretold.  The 
end  of  the  world 24:1-42 

Parables  of  Passion  tide. 

The  ten  virgins 25:1-13 

The  talents 25:14-30 

The  last  j  udgment 25 :3 1-46 

The  Sanhedrin  takes  coun- 
sel against  Jesus 26:1-5         14:1-2         22:1-6 

The  covenant  with  Judas.      26:14-16     14:10-11 
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12:28-34 

12:34-40 
12:41-44 


2040-47 
21:1-4 


13:1-37       21:5-36 
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Matthew        Mark  Luke  John 

The  Passover 26:17-19     14:12-16       22:7-13         13:1 

The  Last  Supper 26:20-25     14:17-21  |    jgijg.gs    13:21-38 

Strife  among  the  Apostles.  22 :24-30 

Jesus  washes  the  disciples' 

feet 13:2-20 

Institution  of  the  Lord's 

Supper. 26:26-29     14:22-25     22:15-20 

The    last    discourses    of 

Jesus,  and  prayer  and 

intercession 14:1;  17:26 

Crossing  to  the  Mount  of 

Olives.        Discourse  of 

Jesus.       Confidence  of 

St.  Peter 26:30-35     14:26-31     22:34-39     13:36-38 

The  agony  in  the  Garden 

of  Gethsemane 26:36-46     14:32-42     22:41-46 

QUESTIONS 

1.  With  whom  did  Jesus  take  supper,  when  and  where? 

2.  Where  did  Jesus  go,  what  is  it  called,  and  why? 

3.  What  did  He  do  at  Jerusalem  and  why? 

4.  What  is  the  lesson  of  the  fig  tree,  and  who  questioned  Jesus' 
authority  and  why? 

5.  What  is  said  about  the  two  sons  and  the  unfaithful  husband- 
man? 

6.  What  is  meant  by  the  royal  marriage  feast  and  the  wedding 
garment? 

7.  Who  asked  about  the  tribute  to  Caesar,  and  why? 

8.  Who  proved  the  Sadducees  false,  and  what  is  the  first  and 
great  commandment  and  why? 

9.  Why  were  the  Pharisees  false,  and  what  were  their  practices? 

10.  Who  desired  to  see  Jesus  and  why? 

11.  What  did  Jesus  teach  in  the  temple  and  why? 

12.  What  about  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  end  of  the 
world? 

13.  What  were  the  parables  of  the  Passion-tide,  and  what  did  they 
mean? 
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14.  What  is  the  last  Judgment? 

15.  What  did  the  Sanhedrin  do  against  Jesus,  and  what  was  the 
covenant  with  Judas  and  why? 

16.  What  was  meant  by  the  Passover,  where  did  Jesus  eat  it,  and 
with  whom? 

17.  What  was  it  called,  and  what  did  the  Apostles  strive  for? 

18.  Why  are  we  to  keep  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  what  does  it  mean? 

19.  What  were  the  last  discourses  and  prayer  of  Jesus? 

20.  Where  did  Jesus  go  and  what  did  He  say  to  Peter? 

21.  Who  suffered  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  and  why? 


LESSON  9.    THE  GOSPELS 


Matthew 

The  Betrayal 26:47-56 

Jesus  taken  to  Annas 

Thence  to  Caiaphas.  (The 

first  trial.)      Denials  of 

Peter 26:57-75 

The  formal  trial  before  the 

Sanhedrin 27:1 

Jesus  taken  to  Pilate 27:1 

The  end  of  Judas 27 :3-10 

The  trial  before  Pilate 27 :  11-14 

The  mission  to  Herod 

Jesus  delivered  by  Pilate 

to  be  crucified 27 :15-31 

The   crucifixion.      Simon 

compelled  to  bear  the 

cross 27 :32 

The  women  of  Jerusalem . 

The  scene  at  Golgotha. ...      27 :33-38 

The  mockery 27:39-44 

Jesus      commends      His 

mother  to  St.  John .... 
The  death  of  Jesus.     The 

atonement  for  the  sins 

of  the  world 27:45-56 


Mark       Luke  John 

14:43-52     22:47-53       18:3-11 

18:12-14 


14:53-72     22:54-65     18:15-27 
15:1 


15:2-5 


22:66-71 
23:1 


15:6-20     23:13-25 


18:28 


23:2-5       18:33-38 
23:6-12 


18:39 
19:16 


15:21  23:26 

23:27-31 
15:22-27     23:33-34     19:17-24 
15:29-32     23:35-43 

19:25-27 


15:33-41     23:44-49 


CRUCIFIXION,   THE   ATONEMENT 

The  Atonement  and  what  it  Means.  God  sent  His 
Son  to  earth,  born  of  woman,  under  the  law,  that  the  world 
through  Him  might  be  saved. 

The  word  Atonement  describes  the  setting  "at  one" 
of  those  who  have  been  estranged,  and  in  the  Bible  denotes 
the  reconciliation  of  man  to  God.  Sin  is  the  cause  of  es- 
trangement, and,  therefore,  the  purpose  of  atonement  is 
to  cover  sin.    Under  the  old  covenant  or  Mosaic  law,  atone- 
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mcnt  was  made  by  sacrifices;  the  power  of  which  lay  in  the 
blood  which  was  regarded  as  containing  the  life  of  the  victim. 
The  offering  of  the  victim's  blood  represented  the  surrender 
of  the  worshiper's  own  life  to  God. 

The  ancient  sacrifices  foreshadowed  the  atoning  work  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  New  Testament  points  out  the  failure 
of  the  ancient  sacrifices  for  they  were  external  to  the  wor- 
shiper and  had  no  power  in  themselves,  to  satisfy  his 
conscience  or  guide  his  will.  Sin  is  lawlessness.  It  is  the 
refusal  on  man's  part  to  submit  to  the  law  of  God.  By 
deserting  the  service  of  God,  man  loses  control  over  his 
own  will  and  becomes  the  slave  of  sin;  and  so  incurs  the 
penalty  of  eternal  alienation  from  the  life  of  God.  The 
means  of  atonement  is  provided  by  the  Father,  and  is 
offered  in  the  life  and  person  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
who  is  our  Peace;  and  restores  peace  and  order  to  the  world 
by  offering  to  God  a  life  of  perfect  obedience. 

The  supreme  moment  of  His  fife  of  obedience  was  when 
He  offered  Himself  upon  the  cross.  The  New  Testament, 
therefore,  borrowing  the  language  of  the  old  covenant, 
ascribes  His  sacrifice  as  His  Blood. 

This  sacrifice  may  be  considered,  as  it  affects  both  God 
and  man.  On  its  God-ward  side  it  satisfies  completely  the 
divine  requirements  of  obedience  to  the  Father's  will.  The 
divine  approval  was  expressed  by  the  voice  from  heaven 
heard  at  the  Baptism,  and  again  at  the  Transfiguration. 
''This  is  my  Beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 

He  is  "a  ransom  for  many."  By  His  life  and  death  He 
made  before  God  an  act  of  moral  reparation,  in  man's 
name  and  on  man's  behaff,  to  that  divine  holiness  and 
justice  which  our  sins  have  outraged  and  defied.  This  act 
of  reparation  having  been  made,  it  becomes  morally  possible 
for  God  to  forgive  us,  when  we  ask  Him  to  do  so,  ''for 
Christ's  sake." 

On  its  man-ward  side,   the   fife  and  death  of  Christ 
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reveals  to  us  the  Divine  character,  we  discover  that  ''God 
is  love."  Our  hearts  are  touched  and  our  wills  influenced. 
We  give  a  welcome  to  the  Spirit  whom  the  Father  sends 
in  Christ's  name,  and  by  Him  we  are  enabled  to  gain  free- 
dom from  the  slavery  of  our  own  evil  habits.  In  this  way 
the  work  which  Christ  did  for  us  is  completed  by  a  work 
done  in  us;  our  whole  life  is  changed  and  is  merged  in  the 
life  of  Christ. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  How  was  Jesus  oetrayed,  and  by  whom? 

2.  Where  was  Jesus  taken,  and  who  denied  Him? 

3.  Before  whom  was  a  formal  trial  held,  then  where  was  Jesus 
taken? 

4.  Under  what  rule  was  Jesus  delivered  to  be  crucified? 

5.  Who  carried  the  cross,  and  what  was  the  scene  at  Golgotha? 

6.  Who  mocked  Jesus  and  to  whom  did  Jesus  commend  His 
mother? 

7.  What  did  the  death  of  Jesus  fulfill? 

8.  What  did  atonement  mean,  and  in  the  Bible  what  does  it 
denote? 

9.  In  the  Mosaic  law  or  covenant,  how  was  atonement  made 
and  what  is  sin? 

10.  Who  gave  the  means  of  atonement  at  this  time,  and  how  is  it 
spoken  of? 

11.  How  do  we  know  that  the  Father  approved  of  this  sacrifice? 

12.  What  did  His  life  and  death  do  for  man? 

13.  How  is  it  now  possible  for  God  to  forgive  us? 

14.  What  character  did  the  life  and  death  of  Christ  reveal  to  man? 

15.  Wliat  influence  did  it  have  on  the  human  heart? 

16.  How  are  we  enabled  to  gain  freedom  from  our  evil  habits,  and 
how  is  our  life  changed? 


LESSON  10.    THE  GOSPELS 

The  Gift  of  God  is  Eternal  Life 

Matt.  27:45.  Jesus  was  nailed  to  the  cross.  From  the 
sixth  hour  there  was  darkness  over  all  the  land,  until  the 
ninth  hour.  Three  hours  of  anguish  (Read  Isa.  53,  notice 
the  11th  verse.  He  shall  see,  and  be  satisfied  with  the 
travail  of  His  soul).  Now  the  word  travail  means  giving 
birth.  During  the  three  hours  of  darkness,  Jesus  was 
suffering  for  our  iniquities  and  gave  birth  to  eternal  life 
by  giving  His  soul  that  we  might  live. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whoseover  believeth  on  Him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  eternal  life."     John  3:16. 

"For  the  wages  of  sin  is  death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."     Romans  6:23. 

"For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith;  and  that  not 
of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God;  not  of  works,  lest  any 
man  should  boast."     Ephs.  2:8-9. 

THE    SIXTH   DISPENSATION.    MAN   UNDER   GRACE 

Matt.  27:50,  51.  "Jesus  cried  again  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
yielded  up  His  Spirit,  And,  behold,  the  veil  of  the  temple 
or  sanctuary  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
and  the  earth  did  quake,  and  the  rocks  were  rent." 

The  history  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness  and  in  the  land 
is  one  long  record  of  the  persistent  violation  of  the  law.  At 
last,  after  multiplied  warnings,  God  closed  the  fifth  dispen- 
sation, or  testing  of  man  by  law,  in  judgment.     First,  Israel 
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and  then  Judah  were  driven  out  of  the  land  into  a  dispersion 
which  still  continues. 

A  feeble  remnant  returned  under  Ezra  and  Nehemiah, 
of  which  in  due  time,  Christ  came  (born  of  a  woman,  made 
under  the  law);  Him  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  conspired  to 
crucify. 

The  sacrificial  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  intro- 
duced the  dispensation  of  pure  grace,  which  means  unde- 
served favor  or  God-giving  righteousness,  instead  of  God- 
requiring  righteousness  as  under  the  law. 

Salvation,  perfect  and  eternal,  was  now  freely  offered  to 
Jew  and  Gentile  upon  one  condition  of  Faith.  Jesus 
answered  and  said  unto  them,  "This  is  the  work  of  God, 
that  ye  believe  on  Him  whom  He  hath  sent."    John  6:29. 


Matthew       Mark  Luke  John 

The  burial 27 :57-«l     15 :42^7     23 :50-56     19 :31^2 

The  sepulcher  made  sure 

by  seal  and  watch 27 :62-66 

The  resurrection 28:1-10 

The  soldiers  bribed  to  give 

false  evidence 28:11-15 

The  journey  to  Emmaus. . 
The    appearance    to    the 

Apostles  in  the  absence 

of  St.  Thomas 

The    appearance    to    the 

Apostles,  Thomas  being 

present 

The  eleven  go  to  Galilee.         28:16 
Appearance  to  six  disciples 

at  the  sea  of  Tiberias ...  21  :l-24 

The     appearance     on     a 

mountain  in  Galilee. . . .      28 :16-20     16:15-18 
The  Ascension 16 :19        24 :44-53 


16:1-11      24:1-12      20:1-18 


16:12-13     24  13-35 


16:14        24:36-43     20:19-25 


20:26-29 


QUESTIONS 

1.  What  took  place  when  Jesus  was  nailed  to  the  cross? 

2.  What  did  Isaiah  say  about  the  suffering  of  Christ? 

3.  What  did  Jesus  do  that  we  might  have  eternal  life? 
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4.  How  did  God  feel  toward  the  world,  and  what  did  He  do  for 
us? 

5.  When  Jesus  yielded  up  His  spirit,  what  happened  in  the 
temple  and  why? 

6.  What  dispensation  did  the  sacrificial  death  of  Jesus  introduce? 

7.  What  does  pure  grace  mean,  and  who  are  offered  eternal  life 
and  under  what  condition? 

8.  Wliy  did  they  pierce  Jesus'  side,  and  where  and  how  was  He 
buried? 

9.  What  happened  the  third  day  and  why? 

10.  What  were  the  Roman  soldiers  bribed  to  do  and  why? 

11.  To  whom  did  Jesus  appear  and  why? 

12.  How  many  times  did  Jesus  appear  to  His  disciples  and  why? 

13.  Where  and  how  did  Jesus  leave  His  disciples,  and  what  did  He 
tell  them  to  do? 


LESSON  11.    ACTS  1   TO  8 

The  Book  of  Acts,  as  its  opening  words  imply,  is  the 
second  part  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  written  by  him,  and 
deals  mainly  with  the  growth  of  the  Gentile  churches. 

THE  HOLY  GHOST  AS  COMFORTER  AND  GUIDE 

Before  Jesus  ascended  into  heaven  after  His  resurrection 
He  showed  HimseK  alive  to  many,  speaking  the  things  con- 
cerning the  kingdom  of  God.  He  charged  them  not  to 
depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  to  wait  for  the  promise  of  the 
Father,  which,  said  He,  ye  heard  from  me.  (Read  John  14.) 
Notice  the  16th  and  26th  verses,  which  say,  ^'I  will  pray  the 
Father  and  He  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  He 
may  be  with  you  forever;  but  the  Comforter,  even  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name  He 
shall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  to  your  remembrance 
all  that  I  have  said  to  you. 

''For  John  indeed  baptized  with  water;  but  ye  shall  be 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days  hence.  Then 
ye  shaU  receive  power,  and  ye  shaU  be  my  witnesses  both 
in  Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria,  and  unto  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth." 

After  Jesus  said  these  things  He  was  taken  up  and  a 
cloud  received  Him  out  of  their  sight.  As  they  were  looking 
up  into  heaven,  behold  two  men  or  angels  stood  by  them 
in  white  apparel  and  said,  "This  Jesus  which  was  received 
up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as 
ye  beheld  Him  go  into  heaven." 

They  then  returned  to  Jerusalem  from  the  Mount  called 
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Olivet.  Then,  that  the  Scriptures  should  be  fulfilled,  they 
cast  lots  for  the  one  to  take  the  place  of  Judas  and  it 
fell  upon  Matthias,  and  he  was  numbered  with  the  eleven 
Apostles. 

When  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  come,  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  were  all  together  in  one  place.  Suddenly  there  came 
from  heaven  a  sound  as  the  rushing  of  a  mighty  wind,  and 
it  filled  all  the  house  where  they  were  sitting.  And  there 
appeared  unto  them  tongues  distributing  themselves  like  as  a 
fire  and  it  sat  upon  each  one  of  them.  And  they  were  all 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  they  began  to  speak  with 
other  tongues  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance. 

Now  there  were  all  nations  dwelling  in  Jerusalem  and 
they  were  given  the  power  to  preach  Jesus  to  these  people 
in  their  own  language.  The  people  were  amazed,  and  said, 
What  meaneth  this?  Some  mocked  and  others  said  they 
were  drunk;  but  Peter  standing  up  with  the  eleven,  lifted 
up  his  voice  and  preached  Christ  to  the  people.  Then 
Peter  cured  a  lame  man  in  the  name  of  Jesus  for  the  glory 
of  God. 

As  the  Apostles  preached  Jesus  to  the  people  many 
believed  and  followed  them.  The  priests  and  the  captain 
of  the  Temple,  and  the  Sadducees  were  so  troubled  because 
of  this  that  they  laid  hands  on  Peter  and  John  and  put 
them  in  prison,  and  charged  them  to  speak  no  more  to  the 
people  in  the  name  of  Jesus;  and  when  they  had  threatened 
them  further  they  let  them  go. 

But  they  obeyed  God  instead  of  man,  and  went  about 
doing  the  work  of  Jesus  and  preaching  and  healing  in  His 
name.  Then  the  high  priest  rose  up  and  laid  hands  on  the 
Apostles  and  put  them  in  the  public  ward  or  prison.  But 
an  angel  of  the  Lord  by  night  opened  the  prison  doors, 
and  brought  them  out  and  said,  Go  speak  in  the  Temple 
to  the  people  all  the  words  of  this  Life,  and  they  did  as 
they  were  told.     The  council  charged  them  again  to  cease 
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preaching  in  Jesus'  name,  and  they  beat  them  and  let  them 
go. 

Then  the  twelve  called  the  multitude  of  disciples  to- 
gether and  chose  seven  deacons  to  help  look  after  the  poor 
among  their  number.  Stephen  and  Philip  were  among  the 
ones  chosen. 

Stephen^  full  of  grace  and  power,  wrought  great  wonders 
and  signs  among  the  people  in  Jesus'  name  and  there  were 
certain  men  in  the  synagogue  who  disputed  his  word. 
They  hired  men  to  say,  that  they  heard  Stephen  speak 
blasphemous  words  against  Moses  and  against  God.  They 
had  him  brought  before  the  council  and  he  defended  him- 
seK  by  telling  them  the  true  words  of  God;  and  they  cast 
him  out  of  the  city  and  stoned  him  to  death. 

They  laid  their  garments  at  the  feet  of  a  young  man 
named  Saul  and  he  consented  to  Stephen's  death. 


QUESTIONS 

1.  Wlio  wrote  the  book  of  Acts  of  Apostles  and  what  account  does 
it  give? 

2.  Before  Jesus  ascended  into  heaven  what  did  He  charge  His 
disciples  to  do? 

3.  What  was  the  Father's  promise,  and  who  would  teach  them  all 
things  and  be  their  Guide? 

4.  After  Jesus  told  them  what  to  do  and  was  received  into 
heaven,  who  appeared  unto  them,  and  what  did  they  tell  the 
disciples? 

5.  Who  was  chosen  to  take  the  place  of  Judas? 

6.  What  was  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  what  happened  on  that 
day? 

7.  Wliy  did  they  speak  in  different  tongues,  and  what  did  Peter 
preach  to  the  people,  why  did  Peter  heal  the  lame  man? 

8.  How  did  the  Apostles'  preaching  affect  the  priests  and  the 
old  temple  worship? 
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9.  What  did  the  high  priests  do  to  Peter  and  John,  and  how  were 
they  deUvered  from  prison? 

10.  Whom  did  the  disciples  choose  to  help  look  after  the  poor? 

11.  What  was  Stephen  accused  of,  and  what  happened  to  him? 

12.  Who  stood  by  and  consented  to  his  death? 


LESSON  12.    ACTS   8  TO  13 

After  the  stoning  of  Stephen  there  arose  on  that  day  a 
great  persecution  against  the  '^  Church  in  Jerusalem,"  that 
is  the  Church  of  Jesus'  teaching;  and  they  were  all  scattered 
abroad  throughout  the  region  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  except 
the  Apostles. 

Saul  entered  every  home  that  believed  on  Jesus  and 
committed  the  inmates  to  prison.  They  that  were  scattered 
abroad  went  about  preaching  the  word  of  Jesus.  Philip, 
one  of  the  deacons,  went  to  the  city  of  Samaria  and  started  a 
church.  Peter  and  John  were  sent  to  help  him  and  a  cer- 
tain man  named  Simon  joined  them;  but  his  heart  was  not 
right  for  he  wanted  to  buy  the  power  of  God  to  use  in  a 
selfish  way,  which  Peter  explained  could  not  be  done. 

Philip  was  sent  south  of  Jerusalem  unto  Gaza.  On  his 
way  he  baptized  the  Ethiopian,  and  went  on  preaching  the 
gospel  in  all  the  cities. 

THE   CONVERSION  OF  SAUL 

(Read  Acts  9:7  to  31) 

A.  D.  38  Saul,  who  consented  to  Stephen's  death,  was 

Conver-  ^^^^  bitter  against  the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  and 
sion.  went  unto  the  high  priest  and  asked  of  him  letters 

to  Damascus;  that  he  might  persecute  the  followers  of 
Jesus  there  also.  As  he  journeyed  and  came  near  Damascus 
there  suddenly  shone  around  him  a  light  from  heaven.  He 
fell  upon  the  earth  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him, 
''Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me?"  And  he  said, 
''Who  art  thou,  Lord?"    And  He  answered,  "I  am  Jesus 
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whom  thou  persccutcst.  Arise  and  go  into  the  city,  and 
it  shall  be  told  thee  what  thou  must  do." 

Now  it  came  to  pass  as  Peter  went  about  teaching,  that 
he  performed  miracles  of  healing  and  bringing  to  life.  He 
had  only  been  teaching  the  Jews,  but  God  showed  him  a 
vision  of  all  manner  of  four-footed  animals,  creeping  things 
of  the  earth,  and  fowls  of  heaven  and  told  him  to  kiU  and 
eat.  ''But,"  Peter  said,  "not  so.  Lord,  for  I  have  never 
eaten  anything  that  is  common  or  unclean."  Then  the  voice 
said,  ''What  God  hath  cleansed  make  thou  not  common." 

A  man  of  Csesarea  of  the  Italian  band  came  to  seek 
Peter,  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  worshiped  him.  Peter 
said.  Stand  up,  for  I  also  am  a  man.  As  he  talked  with 
him  many  came  together,  and  Peter  said  unto  them,  "Ye 
yourselves  know  that  it  is  an  unlawful  thing  for  a  man 
that  is  a  Jew  to  join  himseK  or  come  unto  one  of  another 
nation;  yet  God  hath  showed  me  that  I  should  not  call  any 
man  common  or  unclean,  wherefore  I  came  unto  you  when 
I  was  sent  for." 

They  told  Peter  they  wanted  to  hear  all  things  com- 
manded him  of  the  Lord.  And  Peter  said,  "Of  a  truth  I 
perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons;  but  in  every 
nation  he  that  feareth  Him  and  worketh  righteousness  is 
acceptable  to  Him." 

While  Peter  gave  to  them  Jesus'  message  the  Holy 
Ghost  fell  on  all  them  which  heard  the  word;  and  they 
prayed  Peter  to  tarry  w4th  them  certain  days. 

When  Peter  returned  to  Jerusalem  the  Apostles  and 
brethren  there  contended  with  him  because  he  went  to  the 
Gentiles  and  ate  and  talked  with  them.  Peter  explained 
the  matter  to  them,  and  when  they  heard  the  things  which 
were  shown  unto  Peter  they  held  their  peace  and  glorified 
God,  saying.  Then  to  the  Gentiles  also  hath  God  granted 
repentance  unto  life.  And  a  great  number  believed  and 
turned  unto  the  Lord. 
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The  church  of  Jerusalem  sent  forth  Barnabas  to  help 
the  Gentiles.  He  went  as  far  as  Antioch  teaching  them  to 
cleave  unto  the  Lord.  And  he  went  forth  to  Tarsus  to 
seek  Saul;  and  brought  him  back  to  Antioch,  and  for  a 
year  they  taught  many  people  there.  The  disciples  were 
called  Christians  first  in  Antioch. 

At  this  time  Herod  the  king  put  forth  his  hand  to  afflict 
certain  of  the  church;  he  killed  James,  the  brother  of  John, 
and  put  Peter  in  prison;  but  an  angel  delivered  Peter  out 
of  prison  and  he  went  to  the  home  of  Mary,  the  mother  of 
John. 

Herod  was  smitten  of  God  and  died. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  did  the  stoning  of  Stephen  create  in  Jerusalem,  and 
what  was  the  result? 

2.  What  did  Saul  do  and  why? 

3.  Who  was  Phihp  and  what  did  he  do? 

4.  Who  went  to  help  him  and  with  what  result? 

5.  Who  was  converted  under  Philip? 

6.  Where  did  Saul  ask  to  go,  and  for  what  purpose,  and  what 
happened  to  him  on  the  way? 

7.  What  was  he  told  to  do  in  the  city? 

8.  When  was  Saul  converted  and  how? 

9.  As  Peter  was  preaching  and  teaching  what  vision  did  God 
show  him,  and  what  did  the  vision  mean? 

10.  Who  sent  for  Peter,  what  did  he  tell  them  concerning  a  Jew, 
and  what  did  these  people  want  to  hear? 

11.  Whom  does  God  respect  and  accept? 

12.  When  the  people  believed,  what  did  they  receive  from  God? 

13.  How  was  Peter's  explanation  received  in  Jerusalem? 

14.  Whom  did  the  church  in  Jerusalem  send  to  help  them,  and 
what  were  the  disciples  first  called  at  Antioch? 

15.  What  did  Herod  do  at  this  time? 

16.  Who  delivered  Peter  from  prison  and  why? 

17.  What  became  of  Herod  and  why? 
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PaS's*^  Saul,  whose  Latin  name  was  Paul,  went  on 

First  his  First  Missionary  Journey  to  the  Gentiles, 

Missionary      ^  in   a 

Journey.         ActS  13:4. 

As  Barnabas  and  Paul  worked  in  the  church  in  Antioch 
the  Holy  Ghost  said,  '' Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Paul  for 
the  work  whereunto  I  have  called  them."  They  were  sent 
forth  by  the  Holy  Ghost  down  to  Seleucia.  From  thence 
they  sailed  to  Cyprus  and  preached  to  the  multitude  there. 
Because  many  Gentiles  believed,  there  came  Jews  from 
Antioch  and  stirred  up  the  people  against  the  disciples;  and 
they  stoned  Paul  and  dragged  him  out  of  the  city. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  went  forth  confirming  the  souls  of 
the  disciples;  exhorting  them  to  continue  in  the  faith,  that 
through  many  tribulations,  they  would  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Certain  men  of  Judea  taught  after  the  custom  of  Moses; 
which  caused  a  dissension  among  the  Apostles  and  they 
brought  the  question  before  the  church  at  Jerusalem. 
Peter  rose  up  and  said,  God  hath  given  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
the  Gentiles  even  as  He  did  unto  us,  making  no  distinction, 
cleansing  their  hearts  by  faith,  and  all  the  multitude  kept 
silence.  Then  they  hearkened  unto  Paul  and  Barnabas 
who  rehearsed  the  wonders  God  had  done  through  them 
among  the  Gentiles. 

James  arose  and  said,  Hearken  unto  me,  and  he  quoted 
from  the  prophet  Amos  concerning  the  Gentiles.  Where- 
fore my  judgment  is,  that  ye  do  not  trouble  them  that  turn 
to  God  from  among  the  Gentiles. 
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James  was  ''the  Lord's  brother/'  and  occupied  a  promi- 
nent position  in  the  church  at  Jerusalem. 

About  James  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  faithful  Is- 

E'Stie'of      r^^^it^s  scattered  throughout  the  world  and  pre- 
james  was    scntcd  the  teaching  that  was  given  to  the  Jewish 

written.  r~<i     •   i.' 

Christians. 
He  showed  the  power  of  the  truth  to  change  their  common 
estimate  of  things  to  be  desired  or  shunned.  He  warned 
them  against  paying  court  to  a  man  simply  on  the  ground 
of  his  worldly  possessions.  The  royal  law  of  love  was 
shown  to  be  one  test  of  right  conduct  and  of  the  vitahty 
of  faith;  and  faith  which  did  not  lead  to  right  action  was 
profitless.  He  also  warned  against  the  inward  discord  of 
the  heart,  of  which  outward  contentions  were  the  natural 
result.  He  also  spoke  of  the  uncertainty  of  life;  against 
hoarding  riches;  and  the  duty  of  patience.  And  last,  the 
blessedness  of  being  the  instrument  of  converting  a  single 
soul.     (Read  the  Book  of  James.) 

Gospel  of         The   Gospel   of    St.    Matthew   was    written. 

Matthew        /rj        r^  i     x 

Written        (bee  Gospels.) 

A.D.50. 

A.  D.  52  Paul's    second    missionary    journey   of   three 

Second        ycars.     Acts  15:36.    Paul  said  to  Barnabas,  Let 
Missionary  yg  rctum  now  and  visit  the  brethren  in  every 

Journey  ... 

city  wherein  we  proclaimed  the  word    of   the 
Lord,  and  see  how  they  fare. 

Paul  chose  Silas,  and  went  forth,  through  Syria  and 
Cilicia,  confirming  the  churches.  He  came  to  Derbe  and 
Lystra  and  found  a  disciple  there  named  Timothy,  and 
Paul  called  him  to  go  forth  with  him,  and  help  him  in  all 
cities.  So  the  churches  were  strengthened  in  the  faith  and 
increased  in  numbers  daily.  Passing  through  Galatia  they 
came  dowTi  to  Troas,  a  vision  appeared  to  Paul  in  the 
night,  a  man  of  Macedonia  stood  saying,  ''Come  over  into 
Macedonia  and  help  us."     So  he  went  forth  concluding 
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that  God  had  sent  them  there  to  preach  the  gospel.  As 
they  taught,  a  woman  named  Lydia  believed  and  was 
baptized  and  all  her  house,  and  she  invited  Paul  and  Silas 
to  dwell  with  them  while  there. 

As  they  wrought  the  works  of  God  many  turned  unto 
Him,  and  the  men  of  the  city  were  angry  and  laid  hold  of 
Paul  and  Silas  and  laid  many  stripes  upon  them  and  cast 
them  into  prison,  charging  the  jailer  to  keep  them  safely. 
He  cast  them  into  the  inner  prison  and  made  their  feet  fast 
in  stocks.  About  midnight  as  Paul  and  Silas  were  singing 
and  praying,  there  was  an  earthquake,  and  all  the  doors 
were  opened  and  the  bands  of  all  were  loosed.  The  people 
were  afraid  and  called  unto  Paul  and  Silas,  saying,  "What 
must  we  do  to  be  saved?  And  Paul  said,  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  Then  the 
magistrates  brought  them  out  of  prison  and  asked  them  to 
leave  the  city.  When  they  had  seen  and  comforted  their 
brethren  they  departed  and  came  to  Thessalonica. 

Paul,  as  his  custom  was,  went  into  the  synagogues  of  the 
Jews  and  reasoned  with  them  concerning  the  Scriptures; 
alleging  that  it  behoved  the  Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise 
again  from  the  dead,  and  that  Jesus  whom  he  proclaimed 
unto  them  was  the  Christ.  Some  of  them  were  persuaded 
and  a  great  multitude  of  the  devout  Greeks,  and  a  great 
many  chief  women,  believed. 

The  Jews  were  jealous  and  stirred  up  the  people  and 
blamed  Paul  and  Silas,  saying  they  were  turning  the  world 
upside  do\Mi.  The  brethren  sent  Paul  and  Silas  away  by 
night  unto  Berea.  When  they  arrived  there  they  went  into 
the  synagogue  of  the  Jews  and  preached  Jesus.  The  people 
received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  examining  the 
scriptures  daily,  whether  these  things  were  so.  And  many 
of  them  believed. 

The  Jews  at  Thessalonica  followed  and  made  trouble,  so 
Paul  was  sent  to  Athens  and  he  preached  Jesus  there. 
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Some  mocked  when  they  heard  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  others  said,  We  will  hear  thee  again.  Thus,  Paul 
went  out  from  among  them  and  came  to  Corinth. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  From  this  time  on  what  name  did  Saul  go  by,  and  why? 

2.  What  year  did  he  go  on  his  first  missionary  journey,  and  who 
went  with  him? 

3.  Who  sent  them,  where  did  they  go,  and  how  were  they 
received? 

4.  When  stoned  how  did  Paul  strengthen  the  disciples? 

5.  What  were  the  men  of  Judea  teaching,  and  what  did  it  cause? 

6.  Where  was  the  question  taken  for  settlement,  and  what  did 
Peter  say? 

7.  Who  was  James,  what  did  he  say,  and  when  did  he  write  his 
Epistle? 

8.  To  whom  did  he  write  and  what  were  the  principal  points 
brought  out? 

9.  In  what  year  did  Paul  make  his  second  missionary  journey, 
and  who  went  with  him,  and  why? 

10.  Where  did  they  go  and  what  experiences  did  they  have? 

11.  When  they  came  to  Thessalonica  how  were  they  treated,  and 
why? 

12.  How  did  the  people  of  Berea  receive  the  word  of  God? 

13.  Where  did  Paul  go  from  there,  and  why? 

14.  What  did  Paul  tell  the  people  of  Athens,  how  did  they  receive 
it,  and  where  did  he  go  from  there,  and  why? 
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When  Paul  came  to  Corinth  he  found  a  certain  family  of 
Jews  and  abode  with  them.  He  reasoned  in  the  synagogue 
every  Sabbath  persuading  Jews  and  Greeks.  When  they 
opposed  and  blasphemed  he  said,  from  henceforth  I  will  go 
unto  the  Gentiles. 

Paul  went  to  the  house  of  a  man  whose  name  was  Titus 
Justus,  who  beUeved  in  God,  and  whose  house  was  near 
the  synagogue.  Many  of  the  Corinthians  having  heard  the 
w^ord  believed  and  were  baptized.  The  Lord  told  Paul  to 
be  fearless  and  speak  the  word.  He  dwelt  there  a  year  and 
six  months  teaching  the  word  of  God  among  them. 

While  in  Corinth  Paul  wrote  to  the  church  at  Thessa- 
lonica,  which  illustrates  the  first  stage  of  Apostolic  preaching. 

i  TheSa-*  Paul  wishcd  to  return  to  Thessalonica,  but  he 

lonians        -^as  unablc  to  do  so.     He,  therefore,  sent  Timo- 

wntten  i  i     •         i  • 

by  Paul.  thy  to  cliccr  the  converts  and  brmg  him  word  how 
they  fared.  The  first  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians 
is  the  outcome  of  his  thankfulness  on  Timothy's  return.  In 
it  he  gives  them  instructions,  exhortation  about  spiritual 
growth,  chastity,  love,  and  diligence.  Doctrine  of  the 
second  coming  of  Christ,  for  the  consolation  of  the  bereaved, 
and  for  the  warning  and  edification  of  survivors.  (Read 
First  Thessalonians.) 

In  the  short  interval  between  the  two  Epistles,  the 
Church  suffered  from  persecution.  The  prospect  of  an 
immediate  return  of  the  Lord  created  excitement,  and  idle- 
ness; while  the  Apostle's  own  teaching  had  been  mis- 
understood. 
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In  A.  D.  Therefore  Paul  wrote  the  second  Epistle  to  the 

ii'xhessa-  Thessalonians,  explaining  about  the  second  com- 
wdtten  ing  of  ChHst,  and  made  an  appeal  for  them  to 
by  Paul.  stand  firm.  He  asked  them  to  pray  for  him  and  his 
converts,  and  told  them  their  duty  concerning  their  daily 
life  and  work.  The  main  thoughts  were  the  presence  of 
God,  and  the  certainty  of  Christ's  second  coming  to  judge 
the  world.     (Read  Second  Thessalonians.) 

About  Paul  started  on  his  Third  Missionary  Journey. 

Paul's  Acts  18:23.     They  went  through  the  region  of 

Missionary  Galatia,  and  having  passed  through  the  upper 
Journey.  couutry  Came  to  Ephesus.  Paul  found  certain 
disciples,  who  said  they  had  been  baptized  into  John's 
baptism,  wherefore  Paul  baptized  them  into  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  they  received  the  Holy  Ghost.  Paul  entered 
into  the  synagogue  for  three  months,  reasoning  and  per- 
suading as  to  the  things  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  God; 
but  when  some  became  hardened  and  disobedient,  speaking 
evil  of  the  Way,  he  departed  from  them  and  separated  the 
disciples  and  reasoned  daily  with  them  in  a  school  for  two 
years. 

fcorin^-  While    at    Ephesus,    Paul    wrote    the    First 

thians         Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.     Now  Corinth  w^as 

written  .  .         ,.   .         , 

by  Paul.  the  meeting  place  oi  many  nationalities,  because 
the  main  current  of  trade  passed  through  its  harbors, 
between  Asia  and  West  Europe. 

Paul's  converts  were  mainly  Greeks;  they  had  a  keen 
sense  of  their  physical  existence,  and  a  passion  for  freedom, 
but  were  reared  in  the  midst  of  the  most  morally  corrupted, 
undisciplined  and  self-conceited  people. 

Paul  expounded  the  Gospel  to  them  and  said,  I  determine 
not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and 
Him  crucified.    And  then  he  told  them,  He  had  laid  a 
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foundation  for  each  man  to  build  on,  and  other  foundation 
could  no  man  lay  than  that  which  was  laid,  which  was  Jesus 
Christ.  Offenders  should  be  avoided,  and  he  exhorted  them 
against  going  to  law.  Paul  repUed  to  inquiries  made  by 
them  as  to  marriage;  meat  offered  to  idols;  and  the  order 
of  Christian  worship;  with  special  reference  to  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  the  use  of  spiritual  gifts.  This  section  con- 
tains a  wonderful  description  of  Love,  the  greatest  of  the 
trio  of  things  which  ''abide." 
Doctrine  of  the  Resurrection. 

1.  Of  Christ. 

2.  Of  the  dead. 

3.  As  to  its  manner. 

Then  he  gave  directions  about  the  collections  for  the  poor 
of  Jerusalem.  (Read  First  Corinthians.) 
Acts  19:11.  God  wrought  special  miracles  by  the  hand  of 
Paul;  and  mightily  grew  the  word  of  the  Lord  and  pre- 
vailed. Certain  men  stirred  up  disorder  among  the  people, 
and  Paul  was  driven  from  Ephesus.  Paul  had  thought  in 
his  heart  to  go  to  Jerusalem;  after  which  he  said,  I  must 
also  see  Rome. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  With  whom  did  Paul  dwell  in  Corinth,  and  why  did  he  leave 
and  to  whose  house  did  he  go? 

2.  What  did  the  Lord  tell  Paul,  and  what  success  did  he  have 
there? 

3.  To  whom  did  Paul  write,  when  and  why? 

4.  What  instructions,  advice  and  doctrine  did  he  write? 

5.  What  did  the  Church  suffer  from,  and  what  caused  the  ex- 
citement and  idleness? 

'         6.  What  did  Paul  explain  in  the  Second  Epistle  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians  and  what  were  the  main  thoughts? 

7.  About  what  time  did  Paul  start  on  his  Third  Missionary 
Journey,  and  where  did  he  go? 
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8.  How  did  he  find  the  people  at  Ephesus,  and  how  long  did  he 
teach  them  there? 

9.  To  whom  did  Paul  write  while  there,  what  kind  of  a  place  was 
Corinth  and  how  were  the  people  reared? 

10.  What  did  Paul  tell  them  concerning  the  foundation  of  life? 

11.  What  was  Paul's  reply  to  their  inquiries  as  to  marriage  and 
the  order  of  Christian  worship? 

12.  What  did  he  tell  them  of  the  Resurrection? 

13.  While  at  Ephesus  what  miracles  did  God  perform  at  the  hand 
of  Paul,  and  what  effect  did  this  have  on  the  unbelievers? 

14.  Why  did  Paul  leave  Ephesus  and  what  did  he  plan  in  his  heart 
to  do? 


LESSON  15.    ACTS  20:1-2 

Paul  departed  from  Ephesus  for  Macedonia,  and  while 
passing  through  he  gave  them  exhortation.  On  his  way 
he  met  Titus  who  brought  him  news  from  Corinth,  that  his 
letter  had  been  well  received  and  had  produced  the  desired 
effect  in  the  Church. 

n  cor?n-^^  Paul  wrote  the  Second  Epistle  to  the  Corin- 
thians thians,   arising  from  the  report   of  Titus.     He 

written  iici.  -i   n     t 

by  Paul.  spoke  to  them  oi  his  own  movements  and  teelmg 
towards  the  Corinthian  church,  the  characteristics  of  the 
Christian  ministry  as  exemplified  by  true  Apostles.  He 
wrote  an  account  of  the  impression  produced  on  his  own 
mind  by  the  report  of  Titus.  He  exhorted  for  liberality  to 
the  churches  of  Judea.  Paul  gave  them  an  assertion  of  his 
own  position  as  an  Apostle.     (Read  Second  Corinthians.) 

In  A.  p.  57  While  traveling  through  Macedonia,  Paul 
wriften"^  wrote  to  the  Galatian  church.  The  Epistle  was 
by  Paul.  wrung  from  him  by  the  news  of  a  great  many  of 
his  converts  turning  from  the  truth  of  the  gospel  in  favor 
of  the  return  to  the  bondage  of  the  Jewish  law.  In  his 
Epistle  he  affirmed  the  value  of  a  spiritual  rehgion  as  opposed 
to  a  religion  of  externals.  He  first  expressed  regret  at  the 
news  he  had  received.  Then  he  gave  a  personal  vindication 
of  his  own  position  as  an  Apostle  and  his  relation  with  other 
Apostles.  He  showed  them  the  superiority  of  the  Christian 
doctrine  of  faith,  to  the  Jewish  doctrine  of  merit  by  works. 
He  appealed  to  their  own  experience  of  the  Christian  life; 
the  faith  of  Abraham  previous  to  the  giving  of  the  law. 
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He  told  them  the  purpose  of  the  law  and  its  comparative 
inferiority.  He  gave  them  practical  results  of  the  doctrine 
expounded,  and  that  a  return  to  Judaism  was  a  denial  of 
the  Christian  liberty;  but  that  liberty  did  not  mean  freedom 
from  moral  restraint.  He  showed  them  the  difference 
between  the  works  of  the  flesh,  and  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit. 
He  showed  them  their  duty  of  sympathy  and  Hberality. 
(Read  Galatians.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Who  did  Paul  meet  on  his  way  through  Macedonia? 

2.  What  report  did  Titus  bring  him  and  what  did  this  cause  Paul 
to  do? 

3.  What  did  Paul  write  about  the  ministry  of  the  Apostles  and 
of  being  liberal? 

4.  What  did  Paul  tell  them  of  his  own  position  as  an  Apostle? 

5.  What  news  did  Paul  give  to  the  Galatian  churches? 

6.  What  did  he  tell  them  about  his  calling  and  Christian  doctrine 
of  faith? 

7.  What  did  Christian  liberality  mean? 

8.  What  were  the  works  of  the  flesh  and  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit? 

9.  What  did  he  say  about  their  duty  of  sympachy? 


LESSON   16.    ACTS  20:3   TO  ACTS  21:17 

When  Paul  had  passed  through  Macedonia  he  came  into 
Greece  and  spent  three  months  at  Corinth.  He  was  then 
contemplating  a  visit  to  Jerusalem,  which  was  certain  to  be 
dangerous  on  account  of  the  opposition  to  his  teaching.  If 
he  escaped  with  his  life,  he  hoped  afterwards  to  visit  Rome. 

In  A.  D.  58  Paul's  Epistlc  to  the  Romans  was  meant  in 

wriTten^  part  to  prepare  the  church  there  to  receive  him 
by;  Paul  when  he  came.  It  also  contained  a  statement  of 
those  doctrines  which  had  been  in  dispute  with  the  Judaizing 
Christians,  and  which  Paul  now  regarded  as  finally  estab- 
lished. A  great  controversy  had  arisen  as  to  the  necessity 
of  obedience  to  the  Mosaic  Law.  Christian  freedom  through 
obedience  to  the  law  of  the  Spirit  was  seemingly  to  many  a 
purely  visionary  system;  for  only  men  who  had  surrendered 
themselves  to  it  could  form  a  conception  of  its  truthfulness 
and  power,  while  the  Jewish  law  was  by  appointment  and 
had  been  approved  by  generations  of  the  faithful  Israelites. 
In  the  controversy  Paul  took  a  leading  part,  and  in  these 
last  four  Epistles  he  pointed  men  to  the  Cross  of  Christ 
as  the  true  secret  of  abiding  peace  through  emancipation 
and  renewal  of  the  will. 

The  Epistles  to  the  Romans  and  Galatians  were  the  in- 
spired writings  most  appealed  to  at  the  time  of  the  Refor- 
mation. 

Paul's  main  subjects  of  this  Epistle  are: 

1.  The  doctrine  of  righteousness  by  faith;  such  a  doc- 
trine met  a  crying  need  of  the  whole  world,  for  God's 
wrath  against  sin  was  only  too  evident,  and  this 
included  both  Jew  and  Gentile. 
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2.  The  Jew's  position  of  privilege. 

3.  Jew  and  Gentile  shown  from  Scripture  to  be  alike 
under  sin. 

4.  Righteousness  by  faith  made  possible  and  all  boast- 
ing excluded. 

5.  Illustration  of  the  doctrine  from  the  case  of  Abraham. 

6.  Joy  as  a  result  of  the  doctrine. 

7.  The  first  and  second  Adam. 

8.  The  moral  consequences  of  our  deliverance;  that  is, 
by  our  union  with  Christ,  release  from  sin,  and  a  life 
in  the  Spirit. 

9.  Israel's  rejection,  the  reason  for  it,  but  not  final. 

10.  The  duty  of  holiness  of  life  and  the  law  of  love,  the 
treatment  of  weaker  brethren. 

11.  In  conclusion  Paul  gave  the  personal  reason  for  his 
writing.     (Read  Romans.) 

Acts  20:4.  Paul  started  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  to  be 
there  for  the  day  of  Pentecost.  When  he  came  to  Ephesus 
he  called  the  elders  of  the  church  to  him  and  charged  them, 
saying,  ^'Take  heed  unto  yourselves,  and  to  all  the  flock  in 
the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  bishops,  to  feed 
the  Church  of  God,  which  He  purchased  with  His  own 
blood."  Paul  departed,  and  when  he  came  to  Csesarea  he 
went  to  the  house  of  Philip  the  Evangelist.  While  he  was 
there  the  prophet  Agabus  took  Paul's  girdle  and  bound  his 
own  hands  and  feet,  saying,  "Thus  saith  the  Holy  Ghost, 
so  shall  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  bind  the  man  that  owneth 
this  girdle,  and  shall  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  the 
Gentiles."  So  they  besought  Paul  not  to  go  to  Jerusalem; 
but  he  said,  "Why  do  you  weep?  I  am  ready  not  only  to  be 
bound,  but  also  to  die  at  Jerusalem  for  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus."  And  they  said,  "The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done." 
Paul  went  with  certain  disciples  up  to  Jersualem  and  the 
brethren  of  the  church  received  them  gladly. 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  When  Paul  left  Macedonia  where  did  he  go? 

2.  To  whom  did  he  write  while  there,  and  why? 

3.  What  controversy  arose  and  what  part  did  Paul  take  in  it? 

4.  What  was  the  main  subject  of  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 
and  why? 

5.  What  position  of  privilege  did  the  Jews  hold  and  how  were  the 
Jews  and  Gentiles  alike  under  sin? 

6.  How  was  righteousness  made  possible? 

7.  What  case  did  Paul  illustrate  and  what  was  the  result  of  the 
doctrine? 

8.  What  was  meant  by  the  first  and  second  Adam? 

9.  How  was  our  deliverance  made,  and  what  was  the  reason  of 
Israel's  rejection? 

10.  What  was  the  duty  of  the  holy  life  and  law  of  love,  and  how 
were  we  to  treat  the  weaker  brethren? 

11.  Why  was  Paul  going  to  Jerusalem,  what  place  did  he  stop  on 
the  way  and  what  did  he  say  to  the  elders? 

12.  When  he  came  to  Csesarea  who  prophesied  and  what  was  the 
prophecy? 

13.  What  was  Paul's  reply  and  how  was  he  received  at  Jerusalem? 


LESSON  17.    ACTS  21:17  TO  ACTS  27 

Paul  at  Jerusalem  and  C^esarea 

The  day  after  Paul  reached  Jerusalem  he  went  unto 
James,  and  all  the  elders  were  present.  He  told  the  things 
one  by  one,  which  God  had  wrought  among  the  Gentiles 
by  his  ministry. 

When  the  Jews  from  Asia  having  come  to  the  feast,  at 
Jerusalem,  saw  Paul  in  the  temple,  they  stirred  up  the 
multitude,  and  laid  hands  on  him,  saying,  "Men  of  Israel, 
help:  This  is  the  man  that  teacheth  against  the  people,  and 
the  law,  and  this  place;  moreover,  he  hath  brought  Greeks 
into  the  Temple,  and  hath  defiled  this  holy  place. '* 

All  the  city  was  moved  and  ran  together  and  laid  hands 
on  Paul,  and  dragged  him  out  of  the  temple,  and  shut  the 
door  and  beat  him.  When  the  news  reached  the  chief  cap- 
tain, he  took  soldiers  and  went  to  Paul  and  had  him  bound 
with  two  chains;  and  inquired  who  he  was  and  what  he 
had  done.  Some  said  one  thing,  and  some  said  another. 
The  multitude  cried,  "Away  with  him." 

As  he  was  about  to  be  taken  into  the  castle,  he  said  unto 
the  captain,  I  am  a  Jew,  of  Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  I  beseech  thee 
give  me  leave  to  speak  unto  the  people.  So  Paul  standing 
on  the  stairs,  beckoned  to  the  people  and  spake  unto  them 
in  the  Hebrew  language,  telling  them  of  his  early  life,  and 
of  his  conversion.  They  listened  until  he  said  he  was  sent 
unto  the  Gentiles  then  the  people  cried,  "Away  with  such  a 
fellow,  for  it  is  not  fit  that  he  should  live." 

The  chief  captain  brought  him  into  the  castle  command- 
ing him  to  be  examined  by  scourging.     Paul  said  to  the  cen- 
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turion,  "Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a  man  that  is  a 
Roman,  and  uncondemned?  "  The  centurion  told  the  cap- 
tain, and  they  were  afraid  because  they  had  bound  Paul, 
who  was  a  Roman. 

They  loosed  him  and  brought  him  down  on  the  morrow, 
before  the  council  and  Paul  stood  up  and  pled  his  cause. 
The  chief  priest  commanded  them  to  smite  him  on  the 
mouth.  Then  Paul  said,  "I  am  a  Pharisee,  the  son  of  a 
Pharisee."  This  caused  a  great  dissension  in  the  assembly. 
The  Pharisees  stood  up  and  said,  ''We  find  no  evil  in  this 
man;  but  if  a  spirit  or  angel  hath  spoken  to  him  let  us  not 
fight  against  God."  A  great  clamor  arose  and  Paul  was 
taken  back  by  force  into  the  castle. 

The  following  night  the  Lord  stood  by  Paul  and  said, 
''Be  of  good  cheer,  for  as  thou  hast  testified  concerning  me  at 
Jerusalem,  so  must  thou  bear  witness  at  Rome." 

Certain  Jews  banded  together  to  kill  Paul,  but  the  con- 
spiracy became  known  to  the  chief  captain,  who  sent  Paul 
with  soldiers  to  Csesarea,  to  Felix  the  governor.  FeUx 
agreed  to  hear  his  cause  when  his  accusers  were  come,  and 
Paul  was  kept  in  Herod's  house. 

The  high  priest  with  the  elders  came  from  Jerusalem 
and  informed  the  governor  against  Paul.  Paul  made  his 
own  defense  before  Felix.  Felix  said.  When  the  chief  cap- 
tain comes  I  will  determine  your  matter. 

After  certain  days  the  governor's  wife  sent  for  Paul,  and 
heard  him  concerning  the  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  As  he 
reasoned  righteousness,  self-control,  and  judgment  to  come 
Felix  was  terrified  and  said,  "Go  thy  way  for  this  time; 
when  I  have  a  convenient  season,  I  will  call  thee  unto  me." 

After  two  years  Felix  was  succeeded  by  Festus,  and 
desiring  to  gain  favor  with  the  Jews,  left  Paul  in  bonds. 

Festus  went  to  Jerusalem  from  Caesarea,  and  the  chief 
priest  informed  him  against  Paul.  The  Jews  wanted  him 
sent  to  Jerusalem  so  they  could  kill  him  on  the  way;   but 
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Festus  decided  he  should  be  kept  at  Caesarea,  and  he 
would  hear  the  case  there. 

When  the  time  came,  Paul  said  in  his  defense:  ''Neither 
against  the  law  of  the  Jews,  neither  against  the  temple,  nor 
yet  against  Caesar,  have  I  offended  anything  at  all." 
Festus  desiring  favor  of  the  Jews  said.  Wilt  thou  go  to 
Jerusalem  to  be  judged?  Paul  answered,  I  am  standing 
before  Caesar's  judgment  seat.  I  have  done  the  Jews  no 
harm,  and  no  man  can  give  me  up  unto  them.  I  appeal 
unto  Caesar.  Then  Festus  conferred  with  the  council  and 
said,  ''Thou  hast  appealed  unto  Caesar?  Unto  Caesar 
thou  shalt  go." 

After  certain  days,  Agrippa,  the  king,  arrived  at 
Caesarea,  and  Festus  laid  Paul's  case  before  him.  Agrippa 
said  unto  Festus,  I  also  wish  to  hear  the  man  myself.  "To- 
morrow," said  he,  "thou  shalt  hear  him." 

So,  on  the  morrow,  Paul  was  brought  before  the  king. 
Agrippa  said  unto  him,  "Thou  art  permitted  to  speak  for 
thyself."  Paul  stretched  forth  his  hand,  and  made  his 
defense.  In  conclusion  he  said:  "King  Agrippa,  believest 
thou  the  prophets?  I  know  that  thou  believest."  Then 
Agrippa  said  unto  Paul,  "Almost  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a 
Christian."  Then  Agrippa  said  unto  Festus,  "This  man 
might  have  been  set  at  hbert}^,  if  he  had  not  appealed  unto 
Caesar." 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  Paul  reached  Jerusalem  where  did  he  go,  who  were  there 
and  what  did  he  tell  them? 

2.  Whom  did  Paul  prepare  for  the  feast,  and  why? 

3.  Who  stirred  up  the  people  against  Paul,  and  why? 

4.  What  did  they  do  to  Paul,  what  did  he  tell  the  people,  and 
why? 

5.  How  was  he  to  be  examined,  why  was  the  captain  afraid,  and 
when  brought  before  the  council  what  did  Paul  say,  and  why? 
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6.  What  dissension  arose  in  the  council,  and  why? 

7.  What  did  the  Lord  tell  Paul,  and  why? 

8.  What  was  the  conspiracy  against  Paul,  and  how  was  he  to 
avoid  it? 

9.  When  he  was  taken  before  Felix,  what  did  he  say,  and  why? 

10.  When  Felix's  wife  sent  for  Paul,  and  he  reasoned  with  them, 
how  did  Felix  feel,  and  what  did  he  say? 

11.  Who  succeeded  Felix,  and  why  did  he  leave  Paul  in  bonds? 

12.  What  did  Festus  say  concerning  Paul's  judgment,  and  to 
whom  did  Paul  appeal? 

13.  When  Festus  tells  King  Agrippa  about  Paul,  what  does  he  say? 

14.  What  was  Paul's  defense  before  King  Agrippa? 

15.  When  Agrippa  heard  Paul's  defense  what  did  he  say? 

16.  What  did  Agrippa  say  to  Festus  concerning  Paul? 


LESSON  18.    ACTS  27  TO  28 

Paul  at  Kome 

Paul  was  delivered  with  certain  other  prisoners  to  a 
centurion  named  Julius,  and  they  sailed  for  Italy.  On  the 
way,  they  were  shipwrecked  in  a  storm.  Paul  cheered  the 
people,  saying,  ''There  shall  be  no  loss  of  Hfe  among  you, 
but  only  of  the  ship.  For  there  stood  by  me  this  night 
the  angel  of  God,  whose  I  am,  and  whom  I  serve,  saying, 
Fear  not,  Paul;  thou  must  be  brought  before  Caesar;  and, 
lo,  God  hath  given  thee  aU  them  that  sail  with  thee.  So 
be  of  good  cheer,  sirs;  for  I  believe  God  that  it  shall  be, 
even  so  as  it  has  been  spoken  unto  me." 

It  came  to  pass,  when  they  all  had  escaped  safe  to  the 
land,  Paul  performed  wonders  and  healed  the  sick  on  the 
island.  After  three  months  they  resumed  their  journey, 
and  in  due  time  reached  Rome.  The  brethren  there  came 
to  meet  Paul;  and  when  he  saw  them,  he  thanked  God,  and 
took  courage. 

Paul  was  permitted  to  dwell  by  himself  in  the  prison 
yard  with  a  soldier  that  guarded  him.  After  three  days,  he 
called  those  that  were  chief  of  the  Jews,  and  told  them 
why  he  was  there.  They  said  they  desired  to  hear  what  he 
had  to  say  concerning  his  religion.  They  appointed  a  day, 
and  came  in  great  numbers  to  hear  him.  He  explained  the 
matter,  testifying  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  persuading 
them  concerning  Jesus;  both  from  the  law  of  Moses  and 
from  the  prophets.     Some  believed  and  some  disbeUeved. 
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About  A.  D.  ^^^^  wrote  to  the  Philippians  while  in  prison 
62  Phi-  at  Rome.  When  the  news  of  Paul's  removal  to 
written  Romc  reached  the  Philippians,  they  sent  one  of 
^  ^" '  their  number  to  minister  to  him,  in  their  name. 
The  strain  of  work  in  the  capitol  proved  too  severe  for  him, 
and  he  took  sick  and  had  to  return  home;  taking  with  him 
Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Philippian  church.  Paul  expressed  his 
gratitude  and  affection,  and  a  prayer  in  their  behalf. 

He  exhorted  them  to  unity,  humility  and  perseverance. 
He  told  them  of  his  own  plans,  and  those  of  his  fellow  work- 
ers. He  warned  them  against  false  teachers  and  told  of  his 
confidence  in  Christ. 

Then  he  thanked  them  for  their  assistance  and  said,  "I 
can  do  all  things  in  Him  that  strengtheneth  me."  (Read 
Phihppians.) 

S°bT^I**^  The  Gospel  of  St.  Luke  was  written.     (See 

written  GoSpclS.) 

A.  D.  63. 

In  A.  D.  63         Paul  wrotc  the  Epistle  to  the  Colossians,  while 

ColoSSians        .  .  .-n,  ^  1  r  '    •  o      -i 

written  m  prisou  m  Rome,  as  the  result  of  a  visit  of  the 
y.  au . ,  Evangelist  of  the  Church  in  Colossse,  who  re- 
ported that  the  Colossians  were  falling  into  a  serious  mis- 
take, the  result  of  a  deep  consciousness  of  sin  leading  to  a 
desire  to  attain  moral  perfection  by  mechanical  means;  and 
careful  observance  of  external  ordinances,  coupled  with 
special  devotion  to  a  host  of  angelic  mediators.  This  teach- 
ing was  not  only  to  satisfy  the  craving  after  sanctification, 
but  showed  a  superior  wisdom  and  greater  insight  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  universe. 

Paul  showed  that  Christ,  in  His  own  Person,  was  the 
one  principle  of  the  universe,  and  that  sanctification  was 
to  be  found  only  through  union  with  Him. 

In  his  Epistle,  Paul  gave  thanks  for  them,  and  showed 
the  importance  of  union  with  Christ  their  Redeemer;  who 
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was  the  Author  and  Goal  of  all  creation;  the  home  of  all 
divine  perfection,  in  whom  was  the  reconcihation  of  the 
universe. 

He  warned  them  against  ceremonialism  and  of  angel 
worship;  and  showed  them  the  importance  of  dying  and 
rising  again  with  Christ.  Exhorted  the  spiritual  life,  and 
every  evil  inchnation  to  be  destroyed.  They  must  be 
clothed  in  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit.  He  told  them  of 
social  duties  to  be  observed,  and  to  be  constant  in  prayer. 
(Read  Colossians.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  With  whom  did  Paul  go  to  Rome,  what  happened  on  the  way, 
and  what  did  Paul  do  and  say? 

2.  Why  did  Paul  know  that  they  would  be  saved? 

3.  Who  met  Paul  at  Rome,  and  how  and  where  did  he  dwell? 

4.  Whom  did  Paul  call  to  him,  and  why  did  he  say  he  was  there? 

5.  How  long  was  Paul  in  prison,  and  what  did  he  do  while  there? 

6.  When  and  why  did  Paul  write  to  the  Philippians,  and  how  did 
he  send  the  Epistle? 

7.  What  did  his  Epistle  contain,  and  what  did  he  warn  them 
against? 

8.  Why  did  he  write  to  the  Colossians  and  what  mistake  were 
they  making? 

9.  What  teaching  did  Paul  give  them  and  what  warnings? 

10.  What  did  he  say  about  the  spiritual  life,  why,  and  what  social 
duties  were  given? 


LESSON  19.    EPHESIANS  AND  PHILEMON 

I  AND  II  Peter  and  Jude 

inA.  p.  63  Paul  wrote  to  the  Ephesians  while  in  prison 

written  in  Rome.  The  Epistle  was  of  great  importance 
^  ^"  as  containing  Paul's  doctrine  regarding  the 
Church  of  Christ,  and  was  intended  to  be  circulated  through- 
out Asia  Minor.  It  was  carried  by  the  same  messenger 
who  bore  the  Colossians'  letter. 

First,  he  told  them  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  in  which  he  gave  thanks  for  blessings  bestowed  in 
Christ,  and  prayed  for  the  further  enlightenment  of  his 
converts.  He  told  the  change  in  their  state;  once  aliens, 
now  fellow  citizens  of  the  saints;  Gentile  and  Jew  hence- 
forth united  in  one  church. 

Paul  revealed  the  mystery  of  the  salvation  of  the  Gen- 
tiles. He  gave  practical  exhortation  on  the  necessity  of 
unity;  each  developing  his  own  gift,  for  the  good  of  the 
whole.     He  told  of  the  new  man,  by  being  renewed  in  spirit. 

He  taught  about  marriage,  children  and  servants;  and 
about  putting  on  the  Christian  armor,  that  they  might  be 
able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  (Read  Ephe- 
sians.) 

A.  p.  63  About  the  same  time  that  Paul  was  in  prison, 

written***^  he  WTote  a  private  letter  to  Philemon  of  Colossae, 
by  Paul.  concerning  Onesimus,  a  slave,  who  had  robbed  his 
master  Philemon  and  had  run  away  to  Rome.  He  had  evi- 
dently become  converted  under  Paul's  teaching,  and  so 
Paul  sent  him  back  to  his  master  in  company  with  the 
bearer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Colossians.     Paul  asked  Phile- 
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mon  to  forgive  him  and  receive  him  back  as  a  fellow  Chris- 
tian. Paul  also  asked  Philemon  for  a  lodging  for  himself, 
as  he  hoped  soon  to  be  free  to  go  to  them. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Four  Epistles  Paul  wrote  while  in 
prison  was  the  ascension  and  present  sovereignty  of  Jesus 
Christ  over  the  world  and  the  Church. 

The  Epistles  belong  to  a  period  of  quiet,  settled  life  in 
communities  which  had  begun  to  organize  themselves.  Prob- 
lems of  thought  pressed  for  solution  as  well  as  problems  of 
action.  The  Gospel  was  shown  to  be  the  guide  to  a  true 
philosophy;  as  well  as  to  possess  the  power  to  produce  right 
conduct,  and  to  satisfy  the  social  as  well  as  the  individual 
needs  of  men. 

In  A.  D.  64         The  First  Epistle  of  Peter,  written  by  him,  was 
written        addressed  to  the  Christians  in  the  different  prov- 
y   eter.      jj^(,gg  Qf  ^hat  is  now  Called  Asia  Minor. 

Its  object  was  to  encourage  men  who  were  in  danger  of 
being  terrified  to  a  denial  of  their  Lord;  but  it  also  con- 
tained valuable  teaching  about  the  Atonement  and  Re- 
generation. 

First,  He  gave  thanks  for  the  new  life,  which  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  Christ  had  brought  with  it.  He  made  an 
earnest  call  to  a  life  of  holiness,  obedience  and  love;  remem- 
bering the  price  of  their  redemption. 

Second,  Christ  was  the  corner  stone  in  the  "spiritual 
house,"  which  was  at  once  priesthood,  sacrifice,  and 
shrine;  and  into  which  individual  Christians  were  built 
as  'living  stones."  The  flesh  must  therefore  be  kept 
in  subjection,  and  obedience  must  be  rendered  to  con- 
stituted authority;  even  undeserved  punishment  being 
endured  with  patience,  remembering  the  sufferings  of 
Christ. 

Third,  Duties  of  wives  and  husbands;  exhortation  to 
unity  and  love.    If  suffering  came,  there  was  strength  to 
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endure  in  the  thought  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ  for  their 
sakes. 

Fourth,  More  exhortation  to  subdue  the  flesh,  and  to 
exercise  their  gifts  for  the  good  of  all,  and  the  glory  of  Jesus 
Christ.  To  be  allowed  to  share  in  suffering  for  Christ's 
sake  was  ground  for  thanksgiving,  but  not  for  presumption 
or  moral  carelessness. 

Fifth,  Practical  exhortation  as  to  the  duties  of  the  elders 
and  their  flock.     (Read  I  Peter.) 

In  A.  D.  64  The  Second  Epistle  of  Peter  was  apparently 

wriueri  addressed  to  the  same  churches  as  the  first.  It 
by  Peter,  was  written  in  the  near  prospect  of  death  (1:14), 
and  gave  warning  against  false  teachers,  rekindling  hopes  of 
the  second  coming  of  Christ.     (Read  II  Peter.) 

inA.  D.  64  The  Epistle  of  Jude.  The  author  was  a 
wriuen  brother  of  James  and  one  of  the  brethren  of  the 
by  Jude.  Lord.  The  Epistle  was  addressed  to  certain  peo- 
ple in  danger;  owing  to  the  presence  among  them  of  pro- 
fessing Christians,  who  were  giving  themselves  up  to  immo- 
rality of  pagan  worship,  and  claiming  to  be  above  the  moral 
law. 

Jude  wished  to  arouse  his  ''beloved  people"  to  a  sense  of 
their  danger,  and  also  to  help  them  through  it  by  bidding 
them  keep  close  to  the  faith  once  committed  to  the  saints. 
(Read  Jude.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  did  Paul  write  to  the  Ephesians  and  who  carried  the 
letter  to  them? 

2.  What  doctrine  did  he  give  them  and  how  were  the  Jew  and 
Gentile  united? 

3.  What  did  Paul  teach  about  unity,  the  new  man,  marriage, 
children  and  servants,  and  what  was  meant  by  the  Christian 
armor? 
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4.  To  whom  did  Paul  write  a  private  letter,  why  and  what  about? 

5.  What  was  the  doctrine  of  the  Four  Epistles  Paul  wrote  while  in 
prison,  and  for  what  purpose  were  they  written? 

6.  When  did  Peter  write  his  First  Epistle,  to  whom  was  it  ad- 
dressed and  what  was  its  object? 

7.  What  was  Christ  represented  to  be  and  what  relation  did  each 
Christian  bear  to  Him? 

8.  How  are  we  given  strength  to  endure  suffering,  and  why? 

9.  What  were  the  duties  of  the  elders? 

10.  To  whom  was  the  Second  Epistle  of  Peter  addressed  and  near 
what  event  was  it  written? 

11.  What  did  he  warn  them  against  and  what  did  he  tell  them  to 
hope  for? 

12.  When  was  the  Epistle  of  Jude  written,  and  to  whom  addressed, 
and  why? 

13.  What  did  he  wish  to  do,  and  how  help  them? 


LESSON  20.    TITUS  AND  I  AND  II  TIMOTHY 

These  Epistles  are  known  as  the  Pastoral  Epistles,  and 
deal  mainly  with  questions  relating  to  the  internal  discipline 
and  organization  of  the  Christian  Churchy  with  the  ideal  of 
the  Pastoral  office. 

We  learn  from  them  that  Paul  was  set  free  from  his  first 
imprisonment  in  Rome,  and  revisited  his  old  friends  in 
Greece  and  Asia  Minor.  During  this  interval  of  freedom 
Titus  and  First  Timothy  were  written. 

In  A.  D.  Paul  wrote  the  Epistle  to  Titus,  who  had 

written        heeu   left   to   appoint   elders   in   every   city  in 
by  Paul.       Crete. 

First,  Paul  gave  the  qualifications  of  an  elder  and  bishop. 
Second,  Discipline  in  the  Cretan  church. 
Third,  Proper  treatment  of  various  classes  of  Christians. 
Fourth,   Paul  gave  general  directions  as  to  what  to 
teach,  and  then  his  personal  message.     (Read  Titus.) 

of^uilk  '^^^  Gospel  of  St.  Mark  was  written.     (See 

written  Gospcls.) 

A.  D.  65. 

I  Timothy  Paul  wrotc  the  First  Epistle  to  Timothy.     In 

b*^  PmS  ^^®  course  of  his  travels  after  his  first  imprison- 
ment Paul  came  to  Ephesus,  where  he  left  Timo- 
thy to  check  the  growth  of  certain  unprofitable  forms  of 
speculation;  intending  afterwards  to  return.  But  in  case 
of  delay,  he  wrote  to  him  perhaps  from  Macedonia,  to  give 
him  counsel  and  encouragement  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duty. 
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First,  He  told  him  that  foohsh  speculations  and  legalisms 
should  be  kept  in  check,  as  dangerous  to  the  simpHcity  of  the 
Gospel. 

Second,  Directions  about  public  worship,  and  the  char- 
acter and  conduct  of  ministers.  Duties  of  the  pastor,  con- 
cerning the  Christian  creed. 

Third,  Hinted  to  Timothy  about  the  treatment  of  his 
flock. 

Fourth,  Warned  them  against  various  dangers.  He 
told  them  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith;  lay  hold  on  the 
eternal  confession,  in  the  sight  of  many  witnesses.     (Read 

I  Timothy.) 

At  the  end  of  about  three  years  Paul  was  again  taken 
prisoner  to  Rome. 

aI'd"  68  ^Siul  wrote  the  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy  dur- 

II  Timothy  ing  his  sccond  imprisonment  and  shortly  before  his 

written  . 

by  Paul.  martyrdom.  It  contained  the  Apostle's  last 
words,  and  showed  the  wonderful  courage  and  trust  with 
which  he  faced  death. 

First,  He  gave  the  charge  to  Timothy  to  stand  firm  in 
the  faith,  telling  of  the  desertion  of  old  friends  and  the 
faithfulness  of  others. 

Second,  Paul  gave  Timothy  various  warnings  and  direc- 
tions and  exhorted  him  to  perseverance. 

Third,  Paul  told  of  the  dangers  ahead  and  how  to  meet 
them. 

Fourth,  Paul's  solemn  charge  to  Timothy  to  preach  the 
Word. 

Paul's  last  words:  ''I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have 
finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith:  Henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day;  and  not  to 
me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  His  appearing." 

Paul  sent  messages  to  friends.     (Read  II  Timothy.) 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  What  kind  of  Epistles  are  Titus  and  I  and  II  Timothy  known 
as,  and  what  do  they  deal  with? 

2.  Where  do  we  find  Paul  at  this  time,  and  to  whom  did  he 
write  and  why? 

3.  What  qualifications  were  given  for  elders  and  bishops  and  what 
was  the  discipline  of  the  Church? 

4.  What  Gospel  was  written  at  that  time? 

5.  When  and  why  did  Paul  write  to  Timothy? 

6.  What  directions  did  he  give  about  public  worship,  and  the 
character  and  conduct  of  ministers? 

7.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  pastors  concerning  Christian  creeds, 
and  what  dangers  was  Timothy  warned  against? 

8.  What  happened  to  Paul,  when  and  why  did  he  write  the 
Second  Epistle  to  Timothy? 

9.  What  charge  and  warning  did  Paul  give  Timothy  and  why? 

10.  What  were  the  dangers  ahead,  and  how  were  they  to  meet 
them? 

11.  What  was  Paul's  last  charge  to  Timothy  and  why? 

12.  What  were  Paul's  last  words? 


LESSON  21.    HEBREWS 

t^oTio'ihe  The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  addressed  to 
fo  th^^  a  society  of  Christian  Jews,  because  they  were  in 
Hebrews  danger  of  faUing  away  in  consequence  of  persecu- 
b"?  ^"  tion  by  their  fellow  countrymen.  It  expressed 
disappointment  that  the  second  coming  of  Christ  was  so 
long  delayed.  The  author  of  the  Epistle  withheld  his  name, 
and  we  are  not  able  to  supply  it.  The  Epistle  was  grouped 
with  those  of  Paul,  but  the  style  and  phraseology  were  en- 
tirely different  from  his.  If  you  will  notice,  Paul  com- 
menced aU  the  other  Epistles  with  his  name. 

The  time  of  writing  was  after  the  liberation  of  Timothy, 
who  was  probably  a  prisoner  during  Nero's  persecution, 
and  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

The  Epistle  was  written  in  a  carefully  worked-out  plan. 
The  writer  began  by  saying,  that  in  Christ,  "the  Son,"  God 
hath  given  the  final  revelation  of  Himself.  His  superiority 
to  all  other  mediators  was  shown;  and  a  comparison  was 
then  drawn  between  Moses  and  Joshua,  the  founders  of 
the  old  covenant,  and  Jesus,  the  founder  of  the  new. 

Then  the  high  priesthood  of  Christ  was  explained,  and 
its  superiority  to  the  Aaronic  priesthood.  We  are  shown 
how  Christ's  priestly  office  is  still  exercised  in  heaven;  and 
the  superiority  of  His  sacrifice  to  all  others,  which  were  but 
types  and  shadows  of  His. 

The  Hebrew  Christians  were  then  urged  to  draw  nigh  to 
God  and  stir  up  one  another  to  faithfulness,  for  responsi- 
bility grows  with  privilege.  At  that  time  there  were  great 
persecutions  of  the  Christians,  and  the  writer  urged  them 
not  to  lose  heart,  for  deliverance  was  at  hand. 
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Then  the  writer  enlarges  on  the  value  of  Faith  in  the 
past  history  of  God's  people,  and  points  to  the  Cross,  and 
shows  the  meaning  of  suffering,  and  closes  with  a  general 
application  of  the  lessons  of  the  past  to  the  present  season 
of  trial,  and  urges  them  to  be  patient.     (Read  Hebrews.) 

A.  D.  70.  About  this  time  Paul  suffered  martyrdom  in 
Rome. 

A.  D.  70.  Jerusalem  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the 
Romans.  During  these  later  years  of  its  history  the  Holy 
City  was  regarded  with  intense  affection  by  all  Jews;  and 
the  words  of  one  of  the  Psalms  of  the  Captivity,  ''If  I  forget 
thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning," 
express  a  feehng  which  has  outlasted  twenty-five  centuries 
of  alienation. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  To  whom,  when  and  why  was  the  book  of  Hebrews  written? 

2.  What  did  God  reveal  in  Christ  and  what  priesthood  did  Christ 
fill,  and  why? 

3.  What  was  the  comparison  between  the  old  covenant  and  the 
new? 

4.  How  was  the  priesthood  of  Christ  explained? 

5.  What  were  the  triumphs  and  examples  of  faith? 

6.  How  did  he  explain  the  meaning  of  the  suffering  of  Jesus? 

7.  What  were  the  duties  of  Christians  in  time  of  trial? 

8.  Who  suffered  martyrdom  at  this  time? 

9.  What  place  was  destroyed,  by  whom,  and  why? 
10.  How  did  all  Jews  feel  toward  Jerusalem  and  why? 


LESSON  22.    I,  II  AND   III  JOHN 
Gospel  of  The  Gospel  of  St.  John  was  written.     (See 

John  ri  ^    \ 

written  Gospels.) 

A.D.  90. 

92,Tuand        The  Fiist,  Second  and  Third  Epistles  of  John 
III  John      -^ere  written  by  John. 

written  "^ 

by  John. 

The  First  Epistle  was  intended  to  emphasize  the  doc- 
trine of  Incarnation,  and  to  show  its  bearing  on  the  life  of 
men.  It  also  contained  warnings  against  the  dangers  which 
beset  a  true  faith  in  the  Incarnation  even  before  the  end 
of  the  first  century;  both  from  teachers  who  claimed  au- 
thority independent  of  our  Lord's  in  the  revelation  of 
truth  or  the  determination  of  duty;  and  from  teachers  who 
shrank  from  the  acknowledgment  of  a  real  manifestation  of 
the  Godhead  in  human  flesh. 

The  Second  Epistle  was  closely  connected  with  the  First 
in  the  character  of  the  false  teaching  which  it  condemns. 

The  Third  Epistle  was  more  of  a  personal  letter  to 
friends,  whom  the  writer  hoped  to  see  soon  and  to  discuss 
with  them  their  church  work.     (Read  I,  II  and  III  John.) 

This  concludes  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  per- 
taining to  the  ministry  and  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
Apostles,  in  regard  to  the  spiritual  kingdom.  The  promise 
of  the  same  Comforter  or  Holy  Spirit  still  holds  good,  which 
Jesus  said,  the  Father  would  send  in  His  name,  to  all  His 
disciples,  or  followers. 

"The  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the 
Father  wiU  send  in  my  name,  He  shall  teach  you  all  things, 
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and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I 
have  said  unto  you,"  John  14:26. 

For  Jesus  said,  '^I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life; 
no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me,"  John  14:6. 

Hence,  the  great  importance  of  following  no  other  teach- 
ing but  that  of  Jesus  Christ,  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  He 
shall  guide  you  into  all  truth. 

The  closing  of  the  sixth  dispensation  or  rule  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  be  when  Jesus  comes  again  to  receive  those  who 
are  His. 

The  principal  persons  of  this  period  are,  John  the 
Baptist,  Jesus  Christ,  Peter,  Paul  and  John. 

God  requires  of  man  in  this  period.  Obedience,  Faith, 
Trust,  Works,  Repentance,  and  Belief  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  and  why  was  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  written? 

2.  How  many  other  Epistles  did  John  write  and  when? 

3.  What  truth  did  he  want  to  emphasize,  and  what  did  he  warn 
them  against? 

4.  Whose  teachings  did  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  record? 

5.  What  did  Jesus  teach  about,  and  what  promise  did  Jesus  make 
to  His  disciples? 

6.  Does  that  promise  still  hold  good,  and  what  was  it? 

7.  Was  not  the  Holy  Spirit  intended  for  each  one  as  his  guide? 

8.  How  and  when  will  this  dispensation  close? 

9.  What  are  the  principal  persons  of  this  period? 
10.  What  does  God  require  of  man  in  this  period? 


LESSON  23.    THE  REVELATION 


Outline  of  the  Seventh  Period 


Division. 


SPIRITUAL   KINGDOM   OF   GOD 

From  Christ's  Second  Coming.    Time  Un- 
known. 
Through  Eternity.    Book  of  The  Revelation. 


Administration.    God's  Administration. 


Subdivision. 


Personal  Reign  of  Christ. 


Events. 


1.  Christ's  Second  Coming,  First  Resurrec- 

tion. 

2.  Man  Under  Reign  of  Christ. 

3.  Seventh  Dispensation. 

4.  Millennium. 

5.  The  Dead  Shall  Rise,  Second  Resurrection. 

6.  The  Judgment.     Close  of  Seventh  Dispen- 

sation. 

7.  Separation. 

8.  Eternity. 


Principal 

Persons. 


Jesus  Christ. 

All  Those  who  are  Christ's. 

The  Angels. 

God. 


What  God  Will    Eternity — Of  Bliss  or  Woe,  according  as  Man 
Give  to  Man.        has  kept  that  which  God  required  of  him. 
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This  is  the  seventh  great  period,  called  the  Spiritual 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  begins  with  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ,  time  unknown,  and  extends  through  eternity. 

A.  D.  96  John,  the  author  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John, 

Revelation 

written        wTotc  the  Book  of  Revelation. 

by  John. 

Rev.  1:10.  John  was  in  the  Spirit,  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  heard  behind  him  a  great  voice  saying,  ''What  thou 
scest,  write  in  a  book,  and  send  it  to  the  seven  churches 
which  are  in  Asia."  It  was  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ 
from  God,  showing  unto  His  servant  that  which  must  come 
to  pass.  He  sent  and  signified  it  by  His  angel  with  His 
servant  John. 

Rev.  4:1.  ''John  heard  the  Spirit  say.  Come  up  hither,  and 
I  will  show  thee  things,  which  must  be  hereafter."  And 
he  was  shown  the  vision  of  God's  throne  in  heaven. 

John  records  the  events  that  will  take  place,  when  God 
sends  His  Son  again  to  the  world  to  receive  His  own.  Then 
the  Judgment,  and  Eternity. 

Christ's   second   coming,   or  the   first  resurrection 

John  14:3.    Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  "I  go  to  prepare 

a  place  for  you.     And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I 

-^dll  come  again,  and  will  receive  you  unto  myself;    that 

where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also." 

Acts  1:11.    When  Jesus  was  received  up  into  heaven,  two 

men  or  angels,  stood  by  the  people  in  white  apparel  and 

said,  "This  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into 

heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  Him 

go  into  Heaven." 

I  Thes.  4:16.     "For  the  Lord  Himself  shall  descend  from 

heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and 

T^^th  the  trumpet  of  God." 

Luke  12:40.     "Be  ye  therefore  ready  also;   for  the  Son  of 

man  cometh  at  an  hour  when  ye  think  not." 
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This  is  the  First  Resurrection,  a  partial  resurrection  of 
saints  has  already  occurred,  Matt.  27:52-53;  and  the 
tombs  were  opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  saints  that  had 
fallen  asleep  were  raised. 

When  Jesus  comes  again,  I  Thes.  4:17.  They  which  are 
alive  that  belong  to  Christ,  shall  be  changed  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  and  caught  up  in  the  air  to  meet  the  Lord.  And 
those  who  have  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus  shall  be  raised  first. 
(Read  carefully  what  Paul  says  in  I  Cor.  15,  concerning  the 
Resurrection.) 

Rev.  1  to  20.     The  events  which  will  occur  when  Christ 
comes  again. 

THE  SEVENTH  DISPENSATION — MAN  UNDER  REIGN  OF  CHRIST 

After  the  purifying  judgments  which  attend  the  return 
of  Christ,  He  will  reign  for  a  period  of  one  thousand  years. 
Rev.  20:4-7.  And  John  said,  ''I  saw  the  souls  of  them  that 
were  beheaded,  for  the  witness  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  word  of 
God, — and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand 
years." 

This  is  the  period  commonly  called  The  Millennium. 

The  Saints  or  those  of  the  Old  Testament  time,  and  the 
church,  or  those  saved  by  Grace,  in  the  New  Testament 
time,  will  be  associated  with  Him  in  His  glory. 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What  is  the  name  of  this  period  and  where  found? 

2.  When  was  the  Book  of  Revelation  written,  by  whom  and  what 
does  it  reveal? 

3.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  His  second  coming? 

4.  Who  will  have  part  in  the  first  resurrection? 

5.  What  dispensation  is  this,  who  reigns  and  how  long? 

6.  What  is  this  period  commonly  called? 

7.  Who  will  be  associated  with  Christ  in  His  glory? 


LESSON  24.    THE  REVELATION 

The  Dead  Shall  Rise,  or  the  Second  Resurrection 

Rev.  20:5.  ''The  rest  of  the  dead  Hved  not  until  the  thou- 
sand years  were  finished." 

John  5:28,  29.  Jesus  said,  ''Marvel  not  at  this:  for  the  time 
Cometh,  in  which  all  that  are  in  the  tombs,  shall  hear  His 
voice,  and  shall  come  forth.  They  that  have  done  good, 
unto  the  resurrection  of  life,  which  is  the  first  resurrection; 
and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  judgment,  or  the  second 
resurrection." 

Rev.  20:7-15.  When  the  thousand  years  are  finished,  Satan 
shall  be  loosed  out  of  his  prison,  and  shall  come  forth  to 
deceive  the  nations  to  war;  the  number  of  whom  is  as  the 
sands  of  the  sea.  They  went  up  over  the  breadth  of  the 
earth  and  compassed  the  camp  of  the  saints  about,  and  the 
beloved  city;  and  fire  came  down  from  God  and  devoured 
them.  The  devil  that  deceived  them  was  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  where  are  also  the  beasts  and  the 
false  prophets;  and  they  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night 
forever  and  ever. 

Rev.  20 :13.  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  it, 
and  death  and  Hades  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them. 


THE  JUDGMENT 

Rev.  20:11-12.  Then  John  saw  the  "Great  White  Throne," 
and  Him  that  sat  upon  it  from  whose  face  the  earth  and  the 
heaven  fled  away;  and  there  was  no  place  found  for  them. 
And  he  saw  the  dead  both  great  and  small  standing  before 
the  throne.     The  books  were  opened,  and  another  book 
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was  opened,  which  is  the  Book  of  Life.  The  dead  were 
judged  out  of  the  things  which  were  written  in  the  books, 
every  man  according  to  his  works. 

THE   SEPARATION 

Matt.  25:32.     Jesus  gave  the  parable  of  the  last  judgment 

saying,  ''And  before  Him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations:  and 

He  shall  separate  them,  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 

divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats." 

Rev.  20:14.     "And  death  and  Hell  were  cast  into  the  lake 

of  fire.     This  is  the  second  death." 

Rev.  20:15.     ''And  whosoever  was  not  found  written  in  the 

Book  of  Life  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire." 

Rev.  20 : 6.    Blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first 

resurrection;   or  those  whose  name  is  found  written  in  the 

Book  of  Life;  over  these,  the  second  death  hath  no  power. 

ETERNITY   BEGUN 

Rev.  21.  "And  then  John  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth;  for  the  first  heaven  and  the  first  earth  were  passed 
away;   and  there  was  no  more  sea." 

And  God  said,  "Behold  I  make  all  things  new."  And  He 
said  to  John,  '^ Write,  for  these  words  are  faithful  and  true." 
(Read  Book  of  Revelation.) 

QUESTIONS 

1.  When  will  the  second  resurrection  take  place? 

2.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  the  two  resurrections? 

3.  What  will  take  place  when  the  thousand  years  will  be  finished? 

4.  Where  will  the  devil  be  put,  how  treated  and  for  how  long? 

5.  What  will  the  dead  stand  before,  and  how  will  they  be  judged? 

6.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  the  separation? 

7.  Where  will  those  be  cast  that  are  not  found  in  the  Book  of  Life? 

8.  What  will  then  take  place,  and  what  time  begun? 
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THE  APOSTLES'   CREED 

I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty  maker  of 

Heaven  and  Earth Gen.  1 :1 

and  in  Jesus  Christ  His  only  Son,  Our  Lord     .      .  John  3:16 

who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost  ....  Matt.  1 :20 

born  of  the  Virgin  Mary Luke  2:7 

suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate John  19:1 

was  crucified John  19:18 

died  and  was  buried John  19:3042 

The  third  day  He  arose  from  the  dead  ....  Matt.  28:6 

and  ascended  into  heaven Mark  16:19 

and  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father 

Almighty Mark  16:19 

From  thence  He  shall  come Mark  13 :26 

to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead John    5:22 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost John    1 :33 

the  Holy  Catholic  Church Matt.   28:19-20 

the  communion  of  saints Acts  2 :42 

the  foregiveness  of  sins Luke  7 :47-48 

the  resurrection  of  the  body Matt.  28:9,  10,  18 

and  life  everlasting John    5:24 


THE  LORD'S  PRAYER 

"Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  Thy  Name,  Thy 
kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive 
our  debtors.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil; 
For  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever. 
Amen." Matt.  6:9-14 


BAPTISM 

Jesus  said,  "Except  a  man  be  bom  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit, 
he    cannot    enter    into    the    kingdom    of    God.      Ye    must    be  born 

again" John  3:5-7 

"He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  believeth 
not  shall  be  damned " Mark  16:16 


THE  LORD'S  SUPPER 

"Jesus  took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  to  the 
disciples,  and  said,  Take,  eat;  this  is  my  body.  And  he  took  the  cup, 
and  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  saying,  Drink  ye  all  of  it;  For 
this  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Testament,  which  is  shed  for  many  for 

the  remission  of  sins" Matt.  26:26-29 

"Do  this  in  remembrance  of  Me" Luke  22:19 


THE  BEATITUDES 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted. 

Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness;  for 
they  shall  be  filled. 

Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 

Blessed  are  the  pure  of  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God. 

Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of 
God. 

Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness,  sake,  for 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely  for  my  sake,  for  great  is 
your  reward  in  heaven Matt.  5:3-12 


THE  TWENTY-THIRD  PSALM 

The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not  want.  He  maketh  me  to  lie 
down  in  green  pastures;  He  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters.  He 
restoreth  my  soul;  He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for  His 
name's  sake.  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil;  for  Thou  art  with  me;  Thy  rod  and  Thy 
staff  they  comfort  me.  Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  the  pres- 
ence of  mine  enemies;  Thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil;  my  cup 
runneth  over.  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days 
of  my  life;    and  I  will  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  forever. 

Psalm  23. 
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